
By Coy Ferrell
Times sTaff WriTer

The proposal to transform the for-
mer Vint Hill Farm Station Barracks 
into 183 “upscale” apartments won 
final approval from Fauquier Coun-
ty supervisors March 11. The devel-
oper has indicated that construction 
could begin this year.  

Supervisors unanimously ap-
proved a special exception for the 
project after planning commission-
ers recommended the approval last 
month. The special exception was 
the third and final procedural hur-
dle before the project could break 
ground. 

The proposal had won wide-
spread support from residents, 
business owners and elected of-

ficials since the project was first 
conceived in 2018. The former 
barracks have not been used since 
1997 and have deteriorated signifi-
cantly since the military intelli-
gence installation was closed. 

“This, to me, is an example of 
how this process should work,” said 
Supervisor Holder Trumbo (Scott 
District), whose district includes 
Vint Hill. 

By Peter Cary
PiedmonT Journalism foundaTion

“If at first you don’t succeed, 
try, try again.” It might be an old 
proverb, but it fits a new effort by 
Fauquier County to get a grip on 
a vexing issue -- the piles of dirt 
and construction debris growing 
into towering mesas on some 
local farms. The first attempt, a 
zoning amendment passed by the 
Board of Supervisors two years 
ago, is now considered a failure. 
The planning commission will be 
meeting Thursday to see if new 
wording can do the trick.  
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Shred Day
Join us April 17th 

between 10 a.m. - 1p.m.
 at our Centreville Road branch.

Safely shred your confidential documents while TrueShred RECYCLES all shred into new paper!

Visit TFB.bank for more information.
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Jax Leigh works at the Great Harvest Bread Company on Main 
Street in Warrenton.

By Aimée O’Grady
sPecial To The fauquier Times

This July, Jax Leigh will celebrate five 
years of employment at Great Harvest Bread 
Company on Main Street in Warrenton. Leigh 
is a graduate of the Transitions program, op-
erated by Fauquier County Public Schools for 
students aged 16 to 22 who have documented 
intellectual and developmental disabilities.

“Jax’s experience is what we hope for all of 
our students,” said Transitions teacher Joanna 
Kuta. During a typical school year, Transitions 
students learn life skills and engage in unpaid 
work experience throughout the community. 
The opportunity gives them hands-on experi-
ence in a variety of work environments. When-
ever possible, Kuta said she tries to match stu-
dents’ interests with work opportunities. 

Students meet at the Odd Fellows Lodge 
in Old Town Warrenton. It is fitting that the 
Odd Fellows lease their building to the Tran-
sitions program, since the Odd Fellows’ mis-

sion is “to improve and elevate the character 
of mankind by promoting the principles of 
friendship, love, truth, faith, hope, charity 
and universal justice.” 

“The location in downtown Warrenton is 
fundamental to supporting the goal of inte-
gration into the community. The hands-on 
exposure to life skills -- including cooking, 
cleaning, on the job training, fitness and so-
cial skills -- have been immensely valuable 
and uniquely irreplaceable,” said Marilyn 
McCombe, whose daughter Jenna is a sec-
ond-year Transitions student. 

See TRANSITIONS, page 11

County officials take 
another shot at fixing 
fill dirt conundrum

Vint Hill Lofts win final approval
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Supervisor Holder Trumbo (Scott 
District) speaks during a March 11 
board of supervisors meeting.See VINT HILL, page 11

“This, to me, is an example 
of how this process should 
work.”

SUPERVISOR HOLDER TRUMBO
Scott District

See FILL DIRT, page 13

“We want students to become 
valuable contributors to the 
community and local businesses 
help us achieve that goal.”

JOANNA KUTA

LIFE SKILLS TAUGHT HERE

Program helps transition 
students with disabilities
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contractor. You need a partner you 

can trust with the possession that says 
the most about what you value and the 

way you live.

Design  Build  Remodel
540.439.8890

HomeSweetHomeImprovements.com

“It is apparent that Fauquier 
has become a dumping ground for 
Northern Virginia’s excess construc-
tion dirt. The impacts are being felt 
personally by many locals who live 
in close proximity to these dumping 
locations, as well as those who trav-
el our roads,” said Supervisor Rick 
Gerhardt in an email. “We attempt-
ed to curtail this activity a few years 
ago but, clearly, what we put in place 
did not work. Now, we are forced to 
make additional changes in order to 
get this situation under control.”

The situation the county wants 
to control -- the trucking of massive 
amounts of dirt to properties in Fau-
quier – has annoyed some neighbors 
for years. It has been the subject of 
official complaints and lawsuits. 
Residents object to the dust from the 
dump trucks, the noise they make 
and the danger they pose on the 
highways. The county is also con-
cerned about whether the fill may 
endanger wetlands or block streams, 
how runoff will impact neighboring 
properties and whether toxins in the 
fill might contaminate groundwater. 

Farmers bristle at being told what 
they can do with their land, howev-
er. They have argued that they may 
need dirt to fill in depressions, to 
level fields, or even to create a base 
for turf farms. Moreover, contrac-
tors pay landowners well for taking 
the dirt and debris – the going rate is 
$100 a truckload or more, and farms 
could accept 20 or more trucks a day, 
according to one lawsuit. But the 
practice galls some neighbors and 
county officials who see no agricul-
tural use for the massive dirt mesas. 

Back in September 2018, after 
many meetings with farmers and lo-
cal residents, the county passed an 
amendment to its zoning ordinance 
that it thought would give it control 
over the issue. Since farmers often 
do need dirt fill to improve their 
property, the ordinance allowed 
for small farms to accept 100 cubic 
yards a year without question. Farms 
greater than 10 acres were allowed 
200 cubic yards of fill in a 24-hour 
period, up to 4,200 cubic yards in a 
year. If they were going to use more, 
they needed to apply for a special ex-
ception to the zoning code. 

In the more than two years since 
the ordinance was amended, no one 
applied for a special exception, the 
community development staff has 
reported. Still, the trucks rolled 
in and dirt rose in the country-
side, prompting complaints about a 
half-dozen sites. Inspectors went to 
the sites but saw they would need to 
count every truck entering the prop-
erty and measure the load of each 
one to determine if a landowner was 
violating the cubic yard limits. 

“You see the problem,” said Amy 
Rogers, Fauquier’s chief of zoning 
and development services.   

Rogers said the county made a 
mistake by treating the matter as an 
agriculture issue, trying to regulate 

how much fill dirt a farmer could 
import in a year. Instead, she said, 
the problem is really one of contrac-
tor waste disposal, so the county in-
tends to regulate it as such.

Supervisor Gerhardt, who is 
sponsoring the amendment, agrees: 
“The proposed text amendment re-
moves the use from the agricultural 
category and places it in an industri-
al category,” he wrote. “Importantly, 
it continues to allow by-right farm-
ing activity for legitimate agricultur-
al activities.”

Under the new proposal, the reg-
ulations on cubic yards of fill would 
disappear. Owners of land zoned ag-
ricultural, who want to use their land 
for storage or disposal of non-agri-
cultural fill, would need to file a site 
plan, obtain a special exception and 
get a zoning permit. If the proper-
ty is zoned business or industrial, 
owners would need an administra-
tive special permit. Additional rules 
would limit the area filled to two 
acres and a height of eight feet in 
agriculture districts. The fill must 
be at least 100 feet from wetlands, 
streams and flood plains and no clos-
er than 500 feet to a house. Public 
highways used by the trucks must be 
hosed of dirt and dust daily by the 
fill site operator.  

And last, “waste fill” is not per-
mitted at all on agricultural proper-
ties, except for building or maintain-
ing farm roads. Waste fill is defined 
as containing whole or broken brick, 
concrete block, concrete or asphalt. 

Julie Bolthouse, the Piedmont 
Environmental Council’s land use 
representative, said the new propos-
al should help the county deal with 
landowners who say the huge piles 
form the base for turf farms. “Now 
the county can go out and say, ‘No, a 
20-foot plateau taking over two acres 
is not agricultural, you don’t need a 
20-foot plateau for a turf farm.’” She 
signed a PEC letter of support for the 
new amendment. 

Rogers said she has “not heard 
from one farmer” objecting to the 
proposed amendment. “I’ve talk-
ed to the farm bureau and I talked 
to John Marshall [Soil and Water 
Conservation District] and I’ve talk-
ed to the extension office and all of 
them understand what our goal is,” 
she said. “It’s not being used as ag-
ricultural. It is being used by the de-
velopment community to, to just get 
rid of, dispose of their dirt and their 
materials.”

She said she is concerned that the 
problem will widen, as much of the 
material seems to be coming from 
the construction on I-66. She said 
she, herself, was recently contact-
ed by a contractor asking where he 
could dump in Fauquier County.

“So I think it’s going to get worse 
from here on out with that large 
scale transportation project,” she 
said. “And we’re the first county, of 
course, outside of the Northern Vir-
ginia region. So we’re the first one 
that they stop at, if they can find 
these sites.”

County officials take another 
shot at fixing fill dirt conundrum
FILL DIRT, from page 1


