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By Christopher Connell
PiedmonT Journalism FoundaTion

It was Friday afternoon March 
13, the end of the third quarter for 
Fauquier County schools, and a 
half day for students. M.M. Pierce 
Elementary School kindergarten 
teacher Lauren Brill was still there 
working mid-afternoon when the 
principal made the announcement: 
Gov. Ralph Northam has just closed 
schools for two weeks because of the 
novel coronavirus. 

“I started bawling my eyes out. I 
was beside myself,” said Brill, who 
had realized this was a possibility 
as the pandemic spread across the 
country, but didn’t anticipate the 
suddenness. “You won’t get to expe-
rience anything more with your kids 
for who knows how long.” 

Jerry Hull, a veteran fifth-grade 
science and social studies teacher at 
Brumfield Elementary, said, “That 
Friday we didn’t realize that was go-

ing to be the last day we ever taught 
those kids.” Ten days later, the gov-
ernor closed schools for the rest of 
the academic year, setting off a 
statewide scramble to figure out how 
to make the best of a bad situation 
and help children and teens keep 
learning while stuck at home. 

Now, in week eight of the clo-
sure, teachers, parents and students 
are becoming accustomed to, if not 
entirely comfortable with, the world 
of education at a distance, where 
almost nothing is graded, no new 
material is introduced and teachers 
check in on students by email, phone 
or over the website Blackboard, and 
hold virtual class meetings and “of-
fice hours” once or twice a week. 
Parents, involuntary home-school-
ers, do their best to keep children on 
school tasks an hour or two a day, of-
ten while juggling full-time, remote 
jobs of their own. 

“There is no perfect answer to all of 

A school year abruptly interrupted, and slowly salvaged 

By Robin Earl 
Times sTaFF WriTer 

The Fauquier County school 
division announced last week that 
the three county high schools and 
Southeastern Alternative School 
will hold in-person graduation 
ceremonies between May 18 and 
22. Each senior – one at a time -- 
will receive their diploma at their 
school in the company of their 
parents and/or guardians. 

Because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, it will be a commencement 
with no friends, no speeches, no 
crowds. 

Some students have expressed 
regret that in addition to losing 
half of their senior year, they are 
also being denied a traditional 
graduation ceremony.  

Will Hunter, a senior at Kettle 
Run High School, wrote in a let-
ter to the Fauquier Times, “While 
we, as a class, recognize the ex-
ceedingly difficult situation that 
the administration is in due to the 
virus, the present plan feels more 
like a photo-op than a graduation 
ceremony. 

“The current arrangement 
would have individual, isolated 
appointments take place over a 
four-day period from May 18 to 
22, on each school’s campus. This 
decision was made without con-
sulting the graduating students 
[at Kettle Run], as neither the se-
nior class president, nor the stu-
dent body president were aware of 
plans being made.” 

Students at Kettle Run creat-
ed a petition entitled, Push Back 
FCPS1 Graduations. As of Mon-
day night, the document had 1,056 
signatures. 

The petition says, “We have 
waited four years to experience 
pivotal moments such as our senior 

Students lament 
graduation without 
pomp, because of 
circumstance 

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL 
Carly Hammond, 14, an eighth-grader at 
Warrenton Middle School, practices ballet 
at her home in Warrenton; her father, 
Mike, built the barre (left) from scraps 
stored in the garage after business and 
school closures began in mid-March. 
Carly has regular ballet lessons over 
Zoom through the Lasley Centre.   See SCHOOL, page 2

By Daniel Berti and Coy Ferrell 
Times sTaFF WriTers

Phase one of Gov. Ralph Northam’s 
statewide plan to lift emergency re-
strictions put in place during the pan-
demic is set to begin Friday, May 15 – 
in parts of the state including Fauquier 
County -- but the restrictions will re-
main in place in some Northern Vir-
ginia localities after elected officials 
requested the governor take a regional 
approach to lifting COVID-19 restric-
tions. 

On Saturday, local officials from 
the counties of Arlington, Fairfax, 
Loudoun, and Prince William, and 
the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, 
Falls Church, Manassas, Manassas 
Park, as well as the towns of Dum-
fries, Herndon, Leesburg, and Vien-
na formally requested that Executive 
Order 55 be amended to remain in 
effect in those jurisdictions longer 
than in the rest of the state.  

Some COVID-19 restrictions will lift Friday 

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
More than 100 people attended a “Reopen Fauquier County Rally” on Saturday. 
See page 5. See REOPEN, page 5See GRADUATION, page 4
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this,” said Brill, who’s home with her 
own 6-year-old kindergartener, Scar-
lett. “We do a lot of playing, fun activ-
ities, trying to make it engaging. Kids 
are resilient, but I’m seeing how hard 
it is for them to be home, away from 
friends and not in a school routine.” 

Fauquier distributed Chromebooks 
to families that don’t have comput-
ers and formulated a Continuity of 
Learning Plan for the final weeks be-
fore school ends May 29, with the aim 
of preparing students to move on to 
the next grade in the fall. “All learn-
ing options will be a review of previ-
ously taught concepts and skills and 
exposure only to any ‘big ideas’ that 
will be necessary … to be successful 
in next year’s classes,” it said.  

What they aimed for, Superinten-
dent of Schools David Jeck said, was 
an approach “that’s fairest to the larg-
est number of people. … I think we’re 
in a good place as far as delivering 
meaningful instruction to kids.”  

They’ve had to overcome obsta-
cles that predate the pandemic and 
likely will outlast it. Hundreds of 
Fauquier families have little or no 
access in their homes to the internet 
and some have no computer or de-
vice for their children to use anyway.  

In addition to the Wi-Fi available 
in school parking lots, the coun-
ty set up 10 mobile hotspots where 
people could take their children to 
get emails and download other ma-
terials. The adults, including some 
teachers, rely on hotspots, too. 

Hull, a children’s song writer and 
performer, posts YouTube videos of 
science experiments he performs in 
his kitchen with everyday materials, 
including a goo called oobleck made 
from simple cornstarch and water 
that pours like a liquid but turns sol-
id when compressed. (This exper-
iment in so-called non-Newtonian 
fluids is a science teacher’s favorite.) 
His three kids, Julian, 6, Liam, 9, 
and Gabriel, 14, are his assistants. 
The hirsute Hull already had his 
own “Jerry Hull School Songs and 
Science” channel on YouTube. 

“I can be happy if my students watch 
them once,” said Hull, who’s taught for 
20 years, but his goal is for people to 
share the links widely so they reach 
“anyone trying to home-school their 
kids and work in a little science.” 

His wife Kristy is a teacher, too. 
“We have a full range of abilities in 
our own family,” Hull said. Gabri-
el is non-verbal. His special educa-
tion teacher calls every week; she 
sent home a felt board that the sev-

enth-grader can touch to answer yes 
or no to questions. As a math exercise 
for Liam, a third-grader, Hull had 
him do the measurements and cutting 
for bedroom shelves they built. 

“We try to do school with them 
every day,” said Hull. “I’m sure 
there’s more we could be doing. 
We’re not putting in a standard, 
seven-hour day. I’d rather they run 
around outside, enjoying themselves 
and learning in other ways.” 

Some parents juggle their 
home-schooling duties with full-time 
jobs working remotely in confinement. 
Until she was furloughed two weeks 
ago from her job as a government con-
tractor, Kat Brady of Bealeton was 
squeezing in a few hours while her 
three kids still slept and had breakfast, 
then relying on her husband Spencer 
to handle homework duty when he 
came home in mid-afternoon from his 
job as a pipefitter.  

One of their two computers was 
on the fritz, so daughter Mileigh, 
12, a sixth-grader, “would do all 
of her work on the computer in the 
morning,” while 10-year-old Conor, 
a fourth-grader, read or did math 
problems – “anything on paper” -- 
then they’d switch positions. Their 
brother Spence is a toddler. 

“During the afternoon I pretty 

much had to tell the kids, whatever 
they could get done, great. On aver-
age it would be 1.5 to two hours of 
schoolwork a day -- obviously no-
where near the amount of time they 
would spend in class, but do what 
you can,” said Brady.  

Parents Mike and Carie Hammond 
both are home working full-time – 
he’s in cybersecurity and she’s in 
health care IT – sharing a home office 
while also guiding the schoolwork of 
daughters Jocelyn, 11, a sixth-grader, 
and Carly, 14, an eighth-grader. 

“It’s been interesting,” said Mike, 
who narrowly lost a race for the Fau-
quier School Board last year. “We’re 
both helping with the schooling, 
making sure the kids are getting on 
their computers, finding and doing 
assignments that come in from their 
teachers. We have them working be-
tween 10 and noon.” 

In addition, Jocelyn, a travel soc-
cer player, has virtual team meetings 
and practices four times a week, and 
Carly keeps up her ballet lessons 
over the internet.  

“Between those and school, 
my kids are as busy as they ever 
were,” he said. Instead of  “driving 
them around and getting to prac-
tice, games and shows, now we’re 
just like, ‘Let’s get the kids on the 
Zoom, make sure they have a room, 
a computer. Things are going really 
smoothly for us. We’re fortunate. It’s 
not the same for everybody.” 

Carly was to have been one of 
the stepsisters in her ballet troupe’s 
spring performance of “Cinderella,” 
which, of course, got canceled. She 
enters Kettle Run High School in the 
fall. Hammond said, “She’s not wor-
ried about being ready academical-
ly. Her big thing is missing the rites 
of passage from eighth grade, the 
dance, activities, the yearbook, leav-
ing friends. That’s hit her harder.” 

Matt Walker, a social studies teach-
er at Taylor Middle School, also thinks 
students will not be hurt by missing 
much of the fourth quarter. 

“I don’t think they’ll be at a deficit. A 
lot of students are really engaging with 
the work, which is really great. They’re 
resilient. They come back from every 
summer ready to jump back in,” said 
Walker, whose wife is due to have their 
second child in three weeks. 

Walker, who left a career in the 
nonprofit world to become a teacher 
three years ago, said, “As educators 

A school year abruptly interrupted, and slowly salvaged 
SCHOOL, from page 1

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL  
Conor Hartless (left), 10, a fourth-grader at Pierce Elementary School, and his sister, 
Mileigh Hartless, 12, a sixth-grader at Taylor Middle School, work on online math 
exercises while their mother, Kat Brady, and 2-year-old brother, Spence, join them at 
their kitchen table in Bealeton.

Jocelyn Hammond, 
11, a sixth-grader at 

Warrenton Middle 
School, checks on the 

garden behind her 
home in Warrenton; 
the garden is one of 

several family projects 
started after schools 
closed in mid-March.   

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/ 
COY FERRELL  

See SCHOOL, page 3



Fauquier Times | www.fauquier.com | May 13, 2020       3

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Proposed Limited Access Control Change 

U.S. 29 at Route 687 (Opal Road) 
Fauquier County 

Willingness for Public Comment 

The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) is accepting comments regarding proposed limited access 
control changes for U.S. 29 just south of Route 687 (Opal Road) in connection with the redevelopment of 
commercial parcels on the southwest corner of that intersection. The change will create a break in the limited 
access on U.S. 29 for a new entrance, eliminate existing entrances to one parcel from U.S. 29 and from Route 
687, extend limited access along Route 687 to Route 868 (Avatar Way), and will improve safety at that 
intersection. 

Members of the public who wish more information about the proposed limited access control change should 
contact Joseph Webb, Assistant Resident Engineer for Land Use at VDOT’s Warrenton Residency, by phone at 
(540) 347-6445, or email joe.webb@vdot.virginia.gov. 

VDOT invites public comments about the proposed limited access control change. Comments must be sent to 
Joseph Webb, Project Manager, VDOT Warrenton Residency, 457 East Shirley Avenue, Warrenton, VA 20186; or 
email joe.webb@vdot.virginia.gov, on or before June 5, 2020. Please reference “U.S. 29 Opal LACC Request” in 
the subject line.  

VDOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in all programs and activities in accordance with Title VI 
and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need special assistance for persons with disabilities or limited 
English proficiency, please contact the project manager listed above. 
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Manager, VDOT Warrenton Residency, 457 East Shirley Avenue, 
Warrenton, VA 20186; or email joe.webb@vdot.virginia.gov, on or 
before June 5, 2020. Please reference “U.S. 29 Opal LACC Request” 
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By Coy Ferrell  
Times sTaFF WriTer  

A work session and regular 
meeting of the Fauquier Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors will take 
place on Thursday, May 14, at the 
Warren Green Building in Warren-
ton. The work session will begin at 
noon and the regular meeting will 
start at 6:30 p.m.  

At the 6:30 p.m. regular meeting 
a public hearing will be held on a 
proposed ordinance that seeks to 
address the continuity of county 
government during the pandemic.   

The ordinance would, among 
other things, provide a succession 
plan for the heads of county depart-
ments in the event they are inca-
pacitated, limit some government 
functions that are deemed “non-es-
sential,” temporarily suspend some 
administrative procedures and 
create a waiver process for certain 
land-use deadlines.   

Some items on the consent agen-
da for the regular meeting include 
a proposal to allocate $75,000 from 
the contingency reserve fund for 
expenses related to COVID-19; a 
contribution of $25,000 to the mi-
cro-loan emergency fund; a reso-
lution to expand the Opal Service 
District and a resolution to ap-
ply for a federal grant for fire and 

emergency services.   
During the afternoon work ses-

sion supervisors will, among other 
items, hear an update from county 
staff about the FY 2020 and FY 
2021 budgets and hear a Virginia 
Department of Health presentation 
regarding the public health crisis.   

As with previous county meet-
ings held during the ongoing pan-
demic, members of the public will 
not be permitted in the meeting 
room in accordance with the state-
wide limitations on public gather-
ings of more than 10 people.   

Public comments for a public 
hearing or citizens’ time may be 
submitted in four ways: by mail; by 
email prior to the meeting at BOS.
PublicComment@fauquiercounty.
gov; by registering to speak over 
video conference at http://BOSVir-
tualMeeting.fauquiercounty.gov or 
by closed circuit television from a 
separate room in the Warren Green 
Building.   

The meetings will be lives-
treamed and broadcast on Com-
cast Government Channel 23. 
More information about remote 
participation in public meetings 
can be found on the Board of Su-
pervisors website at https://www.
fauquiercounty.gov/government/
boards-committees/board-of-su-
pervisors.  

Supervisors to address pandemic 
issues at May 14 board meeting 

we put more emphasis now on devel-
oping critical thinking abilities. Those 
are things that aren’t forgotten.” 

Susan Maccarelli, a leader in Fau-
quier’s homeschooling community, of-
fered this advice. “I hope that parents 
are not judging themselves on how 
many Zoom lessons their kids complet-
ed without crying or focusing on con-
verting their home into a schoolroom.” 

The key is “to keep their love for 
learning intact, and nurture it around 
their natural curiosity. This can be 
done simply by a picnic on the front 
lawn, letting them teach you a vid-
eo game, celebrating a silly holiday, 
or planting some seeds,” said Mac-
carell, who has homeschooled her 
9-year-old daughter and 8-year-old 
son for two years and is the keeper 
of the Fauquier Homeschooling & 
Unschooling page on Facebook. 

Homeschoolers are not immune 
from the pandemic’s impact. “Peo-
ple generally assume (we) are on 

autopilot,” said Maccarelli, but “ho-
meschooling families typically in-
corporate lots of activities outside of 
the home in their schedules. There is 
some struggle there as well to adapt to 
instruction minus the library, their co-
op, their homeschool groups, playing 
with friends, field trips, extracurricu-
lar activities, parks and more.” 

Brill, who is president of the Fau-
quier Education Association, said, “Ev-
eryone has missed critical instruction 
time,” but the top priority after school 
resumes should be attending  to stu-
dents’ social and emotional needs first 
before any academics get put into place. 
“Those are the critical things,” she said. 

Superintendent Jeck said, “Our goal 
from the beginning was, there’s enough 
stress out there. There’s enough people 
panicked for a variety of different rea-
sons that in some respects had nothing 
to do with school. We didn’t want to do 
anything that was going to cause addi-
tional stress and angst among especial-
ly for students and parents.” 

SCHOOL, from page 2

A school year abruptly interrupted, and slowly salvaged 

Staff Reports 

For the third time, the Supreme 
Court of Virginia has extended the 
declaration of judicial emergency 
that has been in effect since March 
16. This extension modifies the orig-
inal order; it will take effect May 18 
and last through June 7. The modified 
order relaxes some of the restrictions 
that have been in place to mitigate the 
spread of the novel coronavirus.  

Since the judicial emergency was 
first put into place, courts through-
out the state have been instructed to 
remain open but to delay all cases 
that are not deemed an “emergency.”  

Judges were given discretion to 
determine whether a case is “urgent 
and must be heard without delay in 
order to protect important liberty 
and constitutional interests and the 
health and safety of the parties.”  

While jury trials are still prohib-
ited under the modified version of 
the emergency order, effective May 
18 “all courts may hear in-person 
non-emergency matters if they de-
termine it is safe to do so.” The mod-
ified order also said, “Courts shall 
continue to prioritize emergency 
matters” and use remote communi-
cation methods when possible.  

The modified order keeps in place 
the provisions set forth in the decla-
ration of judicial emergency that sus-
pended the deadlines in the Speedy 
Trial Act, which sets the timelines 
for the commencement of jury trials.  

Deputy Public Defender Ryan 
Ruzic said that, while he under-
stands the difficulties caused by the 
pandemic and why jury trials would 
be especially problematic due to 
public health concerns, “the Con-
stitution trumps convenience – it’s 
something they need to figure out.”  

Even in cases not involving a jury 
trial, Ruzic said that some of his clients 
have spent more time in jail waiting for 
their case to be heard than they other-

wise would. “When cases are delayed, 
people suffer,” he said, and emphasized 
that people awaiting a hearing have not 
been convicted of a crime and are pre-
sumed innocent until proven guilty.  

During the pandemic, he said, “it 
is easy not to think about the peo-
ple who are incarcerated … they are 
suffering the most.”  

He said that courts in the past have 
been reluctant to allow cases to be 
heard over video conferencing or phone 
– “for good reason,” he said – but that, 
in his view, the decision to hear cases 
remotely during the pandemic has been 
a benefit in some instances.  

However, he added that because the 
clients he represents have limited finan-
cial resources, they often lack the de-
vices and internet access to participate 
remotely in an effective way. “They 
frequently don’t have the resources to 
set up [video conferencing],” he said. 

Marie Washington, a Warrenton at-
torney who regularly represents clients 
in Fauquier County courts, said that 
many of her cases have been delayed. 
However, she said, urgent cases have 
been heard in a timely manner, usually 
over video conferencing or by phone.  

“It’s been really cool to see every-
one working together,” Washington 
said, adding, “the commonwealth’s 
attorney has been very good.”  

The prohibition on jury trials does 
mean, she said, that some jury trials 
throughout the state will be delayed. 
“You really can’t get speedy justice 
right now,” she said, in regard to cas-
es in which a client has a right to a 
trial by jury.  

Fauquier County Circuit Court Chief 
Deputy Clerk Helen Zaleski declined to 
comment on the extension of the judi-
cial emergency. “We refer you to that 
order setting out the court’s temporary 
procedures during this declaration of 
judicial emergency,” she said.  

The commonwealth’s attorney for 
Fauquier County, Scott Hook, did not 
respond to a request for comment. 

‘Judicial emergency’ extended through 
June 7, some restrictions relaxed


