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Remembering Fauquier County’s enslaved artisans

By John Toler
Fauquier Times associaTe ediTor

The marks of their work are left 
across Fauquier County, historic and 
critical, yet unacknowledged.

They made the bricks that built 
Waveland, the grand plantation 
house George Washington’s great-
grand-nephew lived in.  They did the 

stone work that built Grove Baptist 
Church in Goldvein, Zoar Baptist 
in Bristersburg and the mansion at 
Chestnut Lawn Farm near Reming-
ton. They constructed many of the 
stone fences that give character to 
the rolling Fauquier landscape.  

The stories of free and enslaved 
African Americans – from laborers 
and domestics to artisans – are being 
discovered and shared as the nation 
comes to a reckoning with its racist 
past.  These unsung workers made 

foundational contributions - from ag-
riculture to homemaking. They were 
weavers, dressmakers, milliners, bar-
bers, bakers and chefs. They were 
carpenters, stone masons, black-
smiths, metal workers and barrel and 
wheel makers.

The historic role of slavery in the 

building of the University of Virginia 
was acknowledged in 2018 with the 
opening of the Memorial to Enslaved 
Laborers near the Rotunda. Since then, 
other memorials have been planned or 
built in the Commonwealth. 

Chestnut Lawn, near 
Remington, was built 
in 1832 for Capt. 
James Payne by an 
enslaved crew owned 
by William Skinker and 
led by Hannibal, an 
enslaved master stone 
mason. Hannibal 
signed his work on the 
stone of the house.
PHOTO BY WENDY 
WHEATCRAFT

See ARTISANS, page 5

Just before the Civil War began, fully 
half of Fauquier County’s residents 
were enslaved. Their lives, even their 
names, are buried in the past. It is 
beyond time to remember them. This 
is the fourth story in an occasional 
Fauquier Times series highlighting 
the forgotten -- many of whom 
have descendants living here today 
-- and the local residents working to 
uncover their histories. 

Filling in
Fauquier’s
Past

Planners reject proposed
solar project in Bealeton

By Peter Cary
PiedmonT Journalism 

FoundaTion

Fauquier County planning 
officials rejected an applica-
tion for a 40-acre solar farm 
in Bealeton last Thursday, 
signaling disapproval for proj-
ects that shrink the county’s 
supply of agricultural land. 
If the project were to make 
it to final approval, it would 
be the first to be built in the 
county since Dominion Ener-
gy opened a 125-acre facility 
near Remington in 2017. The 
decision may not bode well 
for another solar project de-
signed for 20 acres off Meetze 
Road that is further back in 
the approval pipeline. 

On a 3-2 vote following a 
public hearing, the planning 

commission decided that 
the Bealeton project was not 
in accord with the county’s 
comprehensive plan. Mak-
ing sure that a project is in 
compliance with the plan is 
the first step in an approval 

“Any vote I cast 
will rely heavily on 
public comments. If 
constituents don’t 
want the project, I’m 
certainly not going to 
be part of forcing it 
down their throats.” 

SUPERVISOR RICK 
GERHARDT

Cedar Run District

See SOLAR, page 8

PHOTO BY TYLER KELLEY

Weekly Black Lives Matter vigils spread message of equality
More than 40 Black Lives Matter supporters lined the sidewalk by the John Barton Payne Building 
in Warrenton Saturday. One counter-protester also showed up to the weekly vigil. See page 10.

Learn 
about this 
year’s 4-H 
Livestock 
Show and 
Sale, 
page 16

SPORTS: 
Volleyball, 
field hockey, 
golf, cross 
country 
coverage. 
Pages 19-20
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The Afro-American Historical 
Association of Fauquier County, un-
der the leadership of Karen Hughes 
White, is uncovering information 
about the lives of free and enslaved 
workers in the county before and after 
emancipation. And Fauquier County 
Preservation Planner Wendy Wheat-
craft is researching free and enslaved 
artisans in the building trades using 
county records, old wills, property tax 
appraisals and census files.

No easy task, Wheatcraft has col-
lected verified information on more 
than 50 such tradesmen in Fauquier. 
Listed in her spreadsheet are their 
names, and if enslaved, who owned 
them; their ages and occupation; the 
properties they were affiliated with; 
where they lived and the sources of 
the information. Other details are 
added when available, including 
physical descriptions, family rela-
tionships and their ultimate fates.

Fauquier doesn’t have a memori-
al to its enslaved and free African 
American workers, but evidence of 
their presence here long ago can be 
found all around, and in many cases, 
their descendants still live here. The 
stories being uncovered connect to-
day’s Fauquier to its past.
The Gaskins, Johnson 
and Malvin families

Born free, brothers Hezekiah (b. 
1827) and Aaron Gaskins (b. 1829) 
were members of a family of stone 
masons and stone fencers living in 
the Markham area. 
Hezekiah married 
Fanny, an enslaved 
woman owned by 
Edward Carrington 
Marshall (1805-1882), 
son of U.S. Chief Jus-
tice John Marshall.  
A farmer, Marshall 
served in the Virginia 
House of Delegates 
from 1838 to 1842 
and was president of 
the Manassas Gap 
Railroad. 

In 1854, Hezekiah 
purchased Fanny and 
their three daughters 
from Marshall, and 
later son Robert was 
born. Robert also be-
came a stone mason. 
He lived in the community of Sage, 
where the family home still stands.

Samuel Johnson (d. 1842) was 
owned by Edward Diggs, who served 
as Fauquier sheriff from 1795 to 1800 
and was one of the founders of War-
renton.  During his enslavement, 
Johnson was hired out for various 
jobs, including working as a waiter 
at Norris Tavern in Warrenton. He 
emancipated himself in 1810 by ful-
filling a $500 contract with Diggs.

After a law was passed in 1806, 
freed slaves were ordered to leave 
the Commonwealth within a year 
of manumission. Johnson petitioned 
the Virginia General Assembly to 
remain. The petition attesting to 
Johnson’s character was signed by 

Thaddeus Norris and others, and 
John Scott wrote a letter stating that 
“his removal would be a public loss.”

The request was granted, and 
Johnson purchased a lot off Win-
chester Street, where he built a house 
and set up a blacksmith shop. He 
married an enslaved woman and had 
a family, including daughter Lucy, 
who was also enslaved. 

Wheatcraft has uncovered records 
showing that Spencer Malvin, son of 
Alcey Malvin, was born free in 1804 
but was placed in the county poor-
house when he was 15. The overseers 
of the poorhouse indentured Malvin 
to William Pattie Sr., who was to train 
him as a house joiner and carpenter 

until he turned 21. 
Malvin was to be 

given “ … sufficient 
meat, drink, appar-
el, washing, lodg-
ing and all things 
needful” during his 
apprenticeship, and 
$12 at the end of the 
term. By then, he 
was described as a 
“thriving and intelli-
gent mechanic.”

In 1827, Malvin 
married Lucy, and 
they lived with her 
father in Warrenton. 
They had three chil-
dren, Samuel, Re-
becca and Thornton.

Malvin was forced 
to flee to Pennsyl-

vania in 1833, due to “ … probable 
detection of Malvin’s misconduct in 
circulating anti-slavery papers” after 
Nat Turner’s 1831 slave rebellion in 
Southampton County. He never re-
turned to Fauquier.

In the meantime, Johnson had 
submitted three petitions to the Gen-
eral Assembly for the freedom of 
Lucy and her children. They were 
finally manumitted on July 18, 1837, 
and in 1838, Lucy Malvin petitioned 
the General Assembly for divorce 
due to abandonment. 
Notable property connections

William Skinker’s Spring Farm, 
located in far-southern Fauquier near 
the Stafford County line, was typical 
of large properties where a variety of 

skilled enslaved labor was used. By 
1845, Skinker owned several skilled 
enslaved workers, including Reu-
ben, 32, a blacksmith; Larkin, 47, a 
wheelwright; Lawson, 48, a cooper; 
Bill, 22, who operated Skinker’s 
grist mill; Lewis, 65, a carpenter; 
and Shadrick, 56, a shoemaker. Han-
nibal, a stonemason, was involved in 
the construction of Chestnut Lawn 
(1832) near Remington and Grove 
Baptist Church (1833) in Goldvein. 

According to Fauquier Coun-
ty, 1759-1959, published as part of 
the county Bicentennial, Chestnut 
Lawn was built for Capt. James 

Payne by “ … a group of slaves 
hired from Mr. Skinker of Goldvein 
to do the work.  A stone high above 
the entrance door bears the legend 
‘1832 HAN,’ carved by Hannibal, 
the head slave in charge of the job.” 

Jacob Cooper was an enslaved man 
owned by Dr. James Henry Loughbor-
ough of the Waveland estate near Mar-
shall. Cooper was a house servant, but 
like the other enslaved people there, 
he  was forced to make bricks for con-
struction of the 1833 main house at 
Waveland, currently owned by George 
Thompson, former chairman of  Mar-
shall National Bank and chairman 
emeritus of Piedmont Media. 

In 1844, Loughborough sold 
Waveland to John Augustine Wash-
ington III (1821-1861), the great-
grand-nephew of George Wash-
ington. Loughborough relocated to 
Esperance, his plantation 45 miles 
north of New Orleans, taking Coo-
per with him. In 1864, Cooper en-
listed in the 7th U.S. Colored Infan-
try at Vicksburg, Mississippi.

West Ford (c. 1784-1863), son of 
Venus, an enslaved woman, was 
born at the Bushrod plantation in 
Westmoreland County. Under the 
terms of the will of Hannah Bush-
rod Washington (widow of Col. 
John Augustine Washington, broth-
er of George Washington), Ford was 
to be taught carpentry and freed 
when he reached 21. 

Small business owners love what they do, and they play an
important role in supporting the local community.  From
providing a hometown feel for localities, to working hard to
serve their neighbors, these small companies do a lot to help
others who live nearby in many ways.  

By supporting a small business, you are also supporting the
local economy.  Spending your money there helps to stimulate
the local economy and keep business booming within your
local region.  These smaller sized businesses provide well
paying jobs, as well as keep the area vibrant and buzzing.

Word of mouth counts when it comes to small business
advertising, so it's not surprising a small business owner wants
every customer interaction to be positive.  Your positive, local
experience keeps you coming back and referring others.  

The support of a community means a great deal to a small
business owner, and small businesses are more accountable to
their local communities and invest more funds and time in area
non-profits,  Coming together to spend your money at a local
business shows that you appreciate the things they are doing
for your neighborhood and the services they provide.  A small
business cares about and is invested in the well-being of your
community and its future.  

Michael A. Ewing, Vice Chairman & CEO
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Remembering Fauquier County’s enslaved artisans
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TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
Fauquier County Preservation Planner Wendy Wheatcraft examines historical 
records in the Warrenton library’s Virginiana Room.

See ARTISANS, page 6

COURTESY AAHA
Robert Gaskins was a member 
of a family of stone masons.
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of Warrenton
John Rethman, DVM
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79 Garrett Street, Warrenton, VA

Animal Medical Center

is a male, adult, 
Beagle mix.

Blinker
is a female, young adult, 

Great Pyrenees mix.

Katie

 is a female, young adult, 
Beagle mix.

Sheela

 is a male, adult, 
DSH mix.

Boots

is a male, adult, Jack Russell 
Terrier mix.

Mr.Hammons

is a male, adult, Jack 
Russell Terrier mix.

Stevie

is a male, adult, DSH mix.

Castor

is a female, young adult, 
DMH mix.

Shirley

is a female, adult, 
Labrador Retriever mix.

Winter

is a female, adult, 
DSH mix.

Penny

is a male, adult, DSH mix.

Tobias
is a female, adult, 

DSH mix.

Pepper

Fauquier SPCA

Proudly Sponsored by

The Fauquier SPCA is a private, non-profit organization dedicated to providing 
a temporary refuge for stray, homeless and abandoned animals, and to placing 

such animals in a caring, appropriate home whenever possible. 
540-788-9000 • fspca@fauquierspca.com • fauquierspca.com

9350 Rogues Road, Casanova, VA
Shelter Hours:

Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri, Sat: 12-5pm, Wed: CLOSED, Sun: 12-4pm 
By appointment only

Flea, tick and heartworm season is fast approaching. 
Make sure your pets are fully protected.’

Please call for an appointment:
540-428-0025

Check us out on Facebook

540.428.0025
amcwarrenton.net

Looking for Loving Homes

Ford maintained a close working re-
lationship with the Washington family 
over the years, both at Waveland and 
Mount Vernon, which John Augustine 
Washington III inherited in 1850 after 
running the estate for 10 years. Serv-
ing as the caretaker at Mount Vernon, 
Ford was a valuable source of historic 
information about the property during 
the Washington ownership after it was 
acquired by the Mount Vernon Ladies 
Association in 1858, and restoration 
work started. 

According to the 1850 Census, 
Ford was living on property he 
owned in Fairfax County near Mount 
Vernon, where he was a successful 
farmer. In the 1860 Census, he was 
listed as in the household of John 
A. Washington III at Waveland. He 
died in 1863 and was buried in the 
enslaved cemetery at Mount Vernon.

Fauquier County commerce also 
used enslaved labor, notably Fau-
quier White Sulphur Springs resort 
west of Warrenton. (The property 
now includes the Fauquier Springs 
Country Club.) The year-round staff 
consisted of white and free Black 
workers, and during the spa’s busy 
season a large number of enslaved 
persons were hired from local land-
owners to provide waiters, cooks, 
chambermaids and washerwomen. 
Enslaved stone fencers and farm la-
bor were hired when needed.

At the end of its 1860 season, the 
company paid nearly $17,000 for 
“Slave Servant Hire,” which made 
up 10% of the hotel’s expenses, sec-
ond only to general hotel supplies. 

Gaining the fruits of freedom
When the rare opportunity came 

along that an enslaved person could 
buy their freedom, those with mar-
ketable skills were able to do so.

Horace Page, born in 1830, was 
owned by Alexander S. Craig, a War-
renton businessman who built the 
Belt house on Culpeper Street. Craig 
hired out Page by the year to Col. 
William F. Phillips, who served as 
clerk of the Circuit Court of Fauquier 
County from 1831 to 1852. But Page 
was permitted to operate a livery sta-
ble in Warrenton on his own time, ac-
cording to White of the AAHA. 

Page bought his freedom from 
Craig before the Civil War, and pro-
vided transportation for visitors, mail 
and goods between Warrenton and the 
Fauquier White Sulphur Springs. By 
1861, Page owned a four-horse stage-
coach, two or three hacks, a spring 
wagon and more than 20 horses.

He lost most of his property during 
the Civil War, but through hard work 
was able to recover during the early 
years of Reconstruction.

Born free around 1828, Beverley 
W. Howard had a blacksmith shop 
at the corner of present-day Second 
and Lee streets. He initially leased 
the property, then bought it in 1866, 
along with an adjacent property 
where he built his house. A success-
ful businessman, he also owned 4½ 
acres east of Warrenton at Double 
Poplars. He died in 1887.

Appreciation of the fruits of their 
individual efforts has been long in 
coming, but through the efforts of 
the AAHA and others, this knowl-
edge will not be lost.

ARTISANS, from page 5

Fauquier County’s enslaved artisans

Beverley W. 
Howard owned a 
blacksmith shop 
at the corner of 
present-day Lee 
and Second streets 
in Warrenton, and 
built his home on 
an adjacent lot.

In her statement, Guzman, a 
social worker and public adminis-
trator for the City of Alexandria, 
thanked her family and her sup-
porters and said the energy she felt 
on the campaign trail “was electri-
fying.”

“My faith in the grassroots has 
never been greater. I did not know 
how I would be received outside my 
district, but Virginia Democrats in 
every corner of the commonwealth 
were absolutely ready to elect an 
immigrant with an accent to state-
wide office,” she said.

Guzman immigrated to the 
U.S. from Peru when she was a 
single mother in her early 20s. 
She often tells the story of having 
to work multiple jobs to afford a 
small apartment in Northern Vir-
ginia. Since arriving in the U.S., 
Guzman has earned a bachelor’s 

and two master’s degrees. She 
now lives in Woodbridge with her 
husband, Carlos, and their four 
children.

Guzman said her limited time to 
fundraise and her inability to self-
fund her race “put [her] at a stark 
disadvantage.”

“If my political future were the 
only thing at stake, I would roll 
the dice and hope for the best, as 
I think our campaign had a lot go-
ing for us and that there are many 
variables in a seven-person race,” 
her statement said. “But the com-
munities I represent need my voice 
in the General Assembly. I am a so-
cial worker, a union sister, a Latina, 
an immigrant, and an unapologetic 
progressive.”

The Democratic primary is 
Tuesday, June 8. Early, absentee 
in-person voting begins this Friday, 
April 23.

GUZMAN, from page 3


