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A former educator, Weaver said 
he is frustrated by what he sees as 
the lack of educational resources 
devoted to job training in fields un-
related to internet technology. He 
mentioned the programs available to 
him when he was growing up, with 
training in trades like brick laying 
and farming: “Something that you 
could do with your hands.” What 
he characterized as a focus on com-
puter-based education has left some 
people behind, he said, making it 
harder for them to find a job that 
pays well enough to live in the area. 

“Education is about equality and in-
clusiveness,” he said: “To give people 
the means to keep up.” Along the same 
lines, he’d like to see more resources 
devoted to adult education programs 
to help people develop new skills to 
compete for well-paying jobs.

On the other side of that equation, 
Ike and Julie Broaddus, owners of 
Old Bust Head Brewing Company 
and a property management busi-
ness, said a lack of what they called 
“right-sized housing” in the area 
makes it harder to recruit employ-
ees. They employ about 50 people – 
about 25 full-time – many of whom 
are 20-somethings just starting out 
on their own. 

“The pool of talent who is will-
ing to take these jobs is smaller” be-
cause of the lack of small units like 
apartments in Fauquier County, said 
Ike Broaddus. “I don’t want Fauqui-
er County overrun with apartment 
complexes, but I think we can do it 
better.” Maintaining the status quo, 
he said, “means there is a limit to the 

kind of workforce we have available.” 
In turn, that makes the area less at-
tractive to prospective employers.   

Broaddus pointed to the structure 
of zoning laws that regulate the num-
ber of units per acre. “One of the key 
problems, in my mind, is it encour-
ages builders to build the biggest, 
most expensive units they can,” he 
said. “What the market really wants 
right now … are small units for one 
to two people,” adding there is little 
economic incentive for developers to 
build that type of housing. 

He said zoning should instead fo-
cus on square footage allowed in a 
particular area, not on the number of 
units. This, he said, would encour-

age building more small units that 
are within the price range of young 
adults or retirees. 

The Broadduses pointed to the 
Vint Hill Lofts projects, the recently 
approved proposal to restore the for-
mer barracks in Vint Hill to house 
about 180 apartments, as an exam-
ple of a success story. (The apart-
ments will start about $1,000 per 
month, according to the developer.) 
The Vint Hill community will be 
“healthier,” as they put it, having the 
moderately priced apartments, the 
high-priced Brookside development 
and a mix of industrial, hospitality 
and retail businesses all in the same 
area, they said. 

Another way to incentivize 
building more, small units is what 
the Warrenton comprehensive plan 
characterizes as “density bonuses.” 
Essentially, builders could construct 
more units per acre if some of those 
units meet the town’s as-yet-uncodi-
fied definition of “affordable” or of-
fer other public benefits. 

Those bonuses are “critical,” said 
Habitat’s Neher, because of the way 
zoning law works. “You can’t say: 
‘You are required to do X.’ You can 
say: ‘We will give you X if you do Y.’” 

Land trusts, whereby a nonprofit 
purchases land and leases it for the 
purposes of providing affordable 
housing, is another idea, said Neher. 
(The Warrenton comprehensive plan 
alludes to the prospect of a develop-
er donating land for this purpose to 
receive “density bonuses.”) But to 
make a real dent in solving the af-
fordability problem, the scale of co-
ordination would need to be much 
greater than it is now – much to Stra-
no’s point. 

Zoning law can be messy and te-
dious. “The difficult sausage-mak-
ing is in that ordinance develop-
ment,” as Neher put it, referring 
specifically to the coming review 
of Warrenton’s zoning laws in the 
wake of the comprehensive plan’s 
approval. But, he said, it’s necessary 
to work toward making sure people 
can afford to live here. 

“A community who wants to in-
vest in affordable housing has to find 
the mechanism to do so,” said Neher. 
“It will never materialize without the 
work.” 

Reach Coy Ferrell at cferrell@
fauquier.com
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Local vineyards on the alert for invasive species spotted lanternfly 
By Liam Bowman

PiedmonT Journalism foundaTion

For a quarter century, Chris Pearmund’s epon-
ymous vineyard in the foothills of eastern Fau-
quier County has survived a feared invasion of 
stinkbugs, record-breaking rainfall and unseason-
able hailstorms. Now, like other vineyard owners 
in the area, he’s preparing for what could be an-
other threat to his livelihood and the burgeoning 
wine industry in Northern Virginia: the spotted 
lanternfly.

The inch-long insect, an invasive pest with 
a particular fondness for apple trees and grape-
vines, has been steadily spreading across North-
ern Virginia for the past three years. Although it 
has not appeared in any Virginia vineyards yet, 
knowing the lanternfly’s potential for destruction, 
agricultural experts are imposing quarantines 
and taking preventative measures. Pearmund said 
it may be only a matter of time before the pest 
arrives in Fauquier. “Hopefully we’ll have some-
thing to control it,” he said. 

In an effort to curb the spread of spotted lan-
ternfly, the Virginia Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services has imposed a quaran-
tine-zone on all areas where the pest has become 
established. The quarantine-zone, originally lim-
ited to the Winchester area, was expanded in mid-
March to include neighboring Clarke and Warren 
counties. According to the new regulations, busi-
nesses in affected areas are required to complete 
special training and take steps to ensure their 
shipments are free of spotted lanternflies.

“It’s a strange pest,” said David Gianino, pro-
gram manager for the department’s Office of 
Plant Industry Services, referencing the lantern-
fly’s tendency to hitchhike on human transport. 
“It can be on stone, on pallets or on a truck, so 
it’s a challenge to get all these different businesses 
engaged.”

Indigenous to southern Asia, the spotted lan-
ternfly was accidentally introduced to the U.S. 
through trade. In 2014, the pest was first detect-
ed in Berks County, Pennsylvania. Infestations 
quickly spread throughout the region. By 2018, 
the first spotted lanternflies were found in Win-
chester and have since become an increasingly 
common sight in the area. 

The pest primarily seeks out tree-of-heaven, 
another invasive species native to Asia, to lay its 
eggs. In southeast Pennsylvania, where infesta-
tions remain the most severe, lanternflies have 
destroyed entire sections of vineyards and cost 
local growers $13.1 million, according to a Penn-
sylvania State University report.

In swarms numbering in the thousands, lan-
ternflies drain large amounts of sap from grape-
vines and other plant species, excreting a sugary 
substance called honeydew. “Vines are either 
killed outright or weakened so they don’t survive 
the winter,” said Doug Pfeiffer, a fruit entomol-
ogist at Virginia Tech. The excreted honeydew, 
said Pfeiffer, breeds a fungus called sooty mold, 
which covers the feeding area with a black sticky 
substance.  COURTESY PHOTO

The spotted lanternfly can travel from one community 
to another on stone, on pallets or on a truck. See LANTERNFLY, page 12
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For many working in Fauquier County, living here isn’t an option; solutions are elusive
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Just outside of the D.C. suburban sprawl — 
where for decades the night sky has been illuminat-
ed by a dull artificial glow — Sky Meadows State 
Park has a surprising and rare quality: dark skies. 
The park, located in Delaplane, has long been a 
popular spot for stargazers, offering a glimpse of 
constellations, nebulas and meteors seldom seen 
with the naked eye in densely populated areas.

Earlier this month, the International Dark Sky 
Association awarded Sky Meadows International 
Dark Sky Park status — a distinction held by only 
100 parks worldwide. The designation, a culmi-
nation of a year-long application process by park 
staff and a team of dedicated amateur astronomers 
and volunteers, recognizes the “distinguished 
quality of starry nights” at Sky Meadows. Kevin 
Bowman, Sky Meadows Park manager, called the 
designation a “major milestone.” 

With the addition of Sky Meadows, as well 
as the simultaneously designated Natural Bridge 
State Park, Virginia now has a total of five dark 
sky parks— “more than any other state east of the 
Mississippi,” Virginia State Parks Director Melis-
sa Baker said in a statement. 

The International Dark Sky Association is a 
non-profit that works to preserve the nighttime 
environment by partnering with parks and pro-
moting quality outdoor lighting. 

For Laura Greenleaf, the association’s advisor 
for Sky Meadows, the designation was something 
of a personal triumph. “I grew up just a couple of 
miles from … Sky Meadows,” said Greenleaf, a 
Paris native, “so [the park] has been a huge part 
of my life.”

Staff at Sky Meadows began work on the park’s 
dark sky application in 2016. The process in-
volved strict requirements, including the creation 
of a lighting management plan, measurements of 
acceptable levels of light pollution and a commit-
ment to educational programs. The management 
plan required the park to minimize nighttime 
light. Measures taken included setting lights on 
timers, shielding lights or ensuring they cast their 
beams downward toward the ground rather than 
up toward the sky. “A lot of staff and volunteer 
resources went into changing [our] lights,” said 
Bowman. “It’s been quite an undertaking.” 

Recording sufficiently detailed light pollution 
measurements, known as “sky quality,” proved to 
be another lengthy part of the process. Dark sky 
volunteers, many of whom are members of the 
Northern Virginia Astronomy Club, spent months 
recording measurements and taking photographs 
to prove the park’s eligibility for dark sky status. 
“We have about 55 people who are cleared to go 
in at night and observe,” said Woody Davis, one 
of the club’s trustees. “It just takes time to get all 
the measurements together.”  

Now that Sky Meadows has this designation, 
part of the program commitment is “making the 
dark sky available to the public,” said Davis. “As-
tronomy for Everyone,” a monthly public obser-
vation night, has been a feature of the park since 
the late 1980s. Though currently suspended due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the popular program 
will likely return this May, said Davis, who has 
coordinated the program since the 1990s. 

Geoff Chester, an amateur astronomer, has 
been observing at Sky Meadows since the mid- 
1980s. “It is still a great observing sight,” he said, 
“but the lights of the D.C. megalopolis and the 
rapid development of western Loudoun are having 
an effect. That said, it is still probably the darkest 
site east of the Blue Ridge that’s easily accessible 
from D.C.”

Many counties, including Fauquier, employ 
outdoor lighting ordinances to mitigate the ef-
fects of light pollution. But according to Green-
leaf, they have not been effective in Virginia and 
require updating. “[These ordinances] tend to be 
very permissive; they have vague language … 
and there is a burden on enforcement that most 
localities cannot meet.”

Fauquier County’s lighting ordinance – in 
place since December 2004 -- contains provisions 
that limit nighttime lighting usage and glare lev-
els in residential areas. It also requires outdoor 
lighting fixtures to be fully shielded. But lighting 
associated with roadways, security and a variety 
of other special conditions—including any lights 
installed prior to this ordinance—is exempt from 
this requirement.  

The Fauquier County Department of Commu-
nity Development did not respond to repeated re-
quests for comment. 

Davis, similarly concerned about light pollu-
tion, has suggested appealing directly to neighbors 
and developers about adopting smarter lighting 
choices. “There is no upside for anyone sending 
light up into space,” Davis said. “And I think peo-
ple are beginning to appreciate how much there is 
to see in the sky … all the [constellations] you’re 
never going to see with a lot of background light.”

Sky Meadows is one of 5 Virginia parks prioritizing starry nights
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A Sky Meadows astronomy program in June 2020.

Measures taken to reduce
light pollution in park result
in ‘dark sky’ designation

“Over the past year, everyone in 
the vineyard industry has become 
more focused on spotted lantern-
fly,” said Skip Causey, president of 
the Virginia Vineyards Association, 
who has consulted Pfeiffer on the 
issue. “If it hits like it did in Penn-
sylvania, it’s going to have a huge 
impact on the wine industry across 
Virginia.”  

The Virginia Cooperative Ex-
tension, an outreach program run 
through Virginia Tech, has been ac-
tive in addressing spotted lanternfly 
in the state. In addition to remov-
ing egg masses and setting traps, 
extension agents engage in public 
outreach and help growers to devel-
op pest management practices. “It’s 
going to take the whole community 

doing its part to slow the spread of 
this insect,” said Mark Sutphin, an 
extension agent based in Winchester. 

But for growers like Pearmund, 
who must weigh the lanternfly’s 
threat against possible side effects 
of pest management practices, it’s 
more of a waiting game at this stage. 
“Currently, all we can do is stay in-
formed,” said Pearmund. “Being 
in communication with the experts 
who are researching [this pest] and 
listening to the science is our best 
resource.”

Pearmund, whose favorite pen 
is emblazoned with ‘Stomp Spot-
ted Lanternfly,’ likened the insect’s 
unpredictable threat to a hurricane. 
“It might miss us; it might dissipate; 
or it might turn our way and run us 
down.”

Local vineyards on the alert
LANTERNFLY, from page 10

Eligible citizens may register to 
vote, check their registration status, 
find their polling place, apply for an 
absentee ballot and check the status 
of their absentee ballot at vote.elec-
tions.virginia.gov. 

Specific questions from Fau-
quier County residents should be 
addressed to the Fauquier County 
Office of the General Registrar, lo-
cated at 528 Waterloo Road, Suite 
200, Warrenton. The office is open 
from Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. and may be reached by 
phone at 540-422-8290. 

If not already registered to vote, 
an individual must register by Mon-
day, May 17 at 5 p.m. to be eligible 
to cast a ballot in the primary; addi-
tionally, no changes to a voter’s reg-

istration – for instance, their address 
– may be made after this deadline. 

Only U.S. citizens who will be 18 
years old or older on Nov. 2 (the day 
of the general election) are eligible to 
vote this year. Residents may check 
their registration status at vote.elec-
tions.virginia.gov or by calling the 
registrar’s office at 540-422-8290. 

The Republican Party will choose 
its nominees for statewide office at 
a May 8 “unassembled convention.” 
The registration period for Fauquier 
County residents to participate in the 
convention has closed.

According to Fauquier GOP 
Chairman Greg Schumacher, 877 
delegates from Fauquier County 
have been certified to participate. 

More than 53,000 delegates qual-
ified statewide.

Voting underway for Democratic primaries
VOTING, from page 3


