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Remembering Fauquier County’s enslaved artisans

By John Toler
Fauquier Times associaTe ediTor

The marks of their work are left 
across Fauquier County, historic and 
critical, yet unacknowledged.

They made the bricks that built 
Waveland, the grand plantation 
house George Washington’s great-
grand-nephew lived in.  They did the 

stone work that built Grove Baptist 
Church in Goldvein, Zoar Baptist 
in Bristersburg and the mansion at 
Chestnut Lawn Farm near Reming-
ton. They constructed many of the 
stone fences that give character to 
the rolling Fauquier landscape.  

The stories of free and enslaved 
African Americans – from laborers 
and domestics to artisans – are being 
discovered and shared as the nation 
comes to a reckoning with its racist 
past.  These unsung workers made 

foundational contributions - from ag-
riculture to homemaking. They were 
weavers, dressmakers, milliners, bar-
bers, bakers and chefs. They were 
carpenters, stone masons, black-
smiths, metal workers and barrel and 
wheel makers.

The historic role of slavery in the 

building of the University of Virginia 
was acknowledged in 2018 with the 
opening of the Memorial to Enslaved 
Laborers near the Rotunda. Since then, 
other memorials have been planned or 
built in the Commonwealth. 

Chestnut Lawn, near 
Remington, was built 
in 1832 for Capt. 
James Payne by an 
enslaved crew owned 
by William Skinker and 
led by Hannibal, an 
enslaved master stone 
mason. Hannibal 
signed his work on the 
stone of the house.
PHOTO BY WENDY 
WHEATCRAFT

See ARTISANS, page 5

Just before the Civil War began, fully 
half of Fauquier County’s residents 
were enslaved. Their lives, even their 
names, are buried in the past. It is 
beyond time to remember them. This 
is the fourth story in an occasional 
Fauquier Times series highlighting 
the forgotten -- many of whom 
have descendants living here today 
-- and the local residents working to 
uncover their histories. 

Filling in
Fauquier’s
Past

Planners reject proposed
solar project in Bealeton

By Peter Cary
PiedmonT Journalism 

FoundaTion

Fauquier County planning 
officials rejected an applica-
tion for a 40-acre solar farm 
in Bealeton last Thursday, 
signaling disapproval for proj-
ects that shrink the county’s 
supply of agricultural land. 
If the project were to make 
it to final approval, it would 
be the first to be built in the 
county since Dominion Ener-
gy opened a 125-acre facility 
near Remington in 2017. The 
decision may not bode well 
for another solar project de-
signed for 20 acres off Meetze 
Road that is further back in 
the approval pipeline. 

On a 3-2 vote following a 
public hearing, the planning 

commission decided that 
the Bealeton project was not 
in accord with the county’s 
comprehensive plan. Mak-
ing sure that a project is in 
compliance with the plan is 
the first step in an approval 

“Any vote I cast 
will rely heavily on 
public comments. If 
constituents don’t 
want the project, I’m 
certainly not going to 
be part of forcing it 
down their throats.” 

SUPERVISOR RICK 
GERHARDT

Cedar Run District

See SOLAR, page 8
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Weekly Black Lives Matter vigils spread message of equality
More than 40 Black Lives Matter supporters lined the sidewalk by the John Barton Payne Building 
in Warrenton Saturday. One counter-protester also showed up to the weekly vigil. See page 10.

Learn 
about this 
year’s 4-H 
Livestock 
Show and 
Sale, 
page 16

SPORTS: 
Volleyball, 
field hockey, 
golf, cross 
country 
coverage. 
Pages 19-20
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process that moves on to consider-
ation of a special zoning exception 
and then to the granting of permits. 

One commissioner who argued 
for approval, Robert Lee of the Mar-
shall District, said that the project 
could be subjected to greater scruti-
ny in its next approval stages. Com-
missioner Matthew Smith, whose 
district includes the project site, also 
supported the project going forward; 
voting against it were Chairwoman 
Adrienne Garreau, Diane Roteman 
and John Meadows. The commis-
sion’s decision will be sent to the 
board of supervisors for review; the 
board has the power to overrule the 
decision.   

The Bealeton project was the first 
to be considered by the county since 
it passed an ordinance in October 
setting standards and requirements 
for solar facilities. As such, the proj-
ect was closely scrutinized by the 
Piedmont Environmental Council, 
which argued that it was not in com-
pliance with the comprehensive plan 
because it took up 40 acres of prime 
farming land. 

Julie Bolthouse, the PEC’s land 
use representative for Fauquier 
County, said her organization liked 
the smaller scale of this project but 
said if the commissioners found that 
this project was in accord with the 
comprehensive plan, “the dominoes 
may start to fall in southern Fauqui-
er.” She warned that large solar proj-
ects might be broken into small ones 
to meet county favor, and that even 
though this project seemed small, 
“the impact to agricultural soils and 
the agricultural economy from this 
proposal cannot be ignored.”  

Two local residents also spoke 
against the project. One, Chris 
Cloud of the Marshall District, said 
he thought solar farms were ineffi-
cient in this latitude. He argued that 
the way to do solar energy in Fau-
quier was to put panels on existing 
structures, not on agricultural prop-
erties. “I’m all for solar. And I think 
that they’re a fantastic idea. It just 
drives me crazy that we don’t have 

them on top of every school in the 
county,” he said. Another resident, 
Regan Washer, said he agreed with 
Cloud’s aphorism that “Farmland 
lost once is lost forever.” 

The project, known as the Beale-
ton Solar Facility, was proposed by 
Dynamic Energy Solutions, LLC 
of Wayne, Pennsylvania, which has 
built more than 40 ground-based 
solar installations in the eastern 
U.S.  It proposed leasing 40 acres 
of a 170-acre farm at 11795 Marsh 
Road, Bealeton, owned by Eddie 
and Sheila Bennett. The solar farm 
would generate 5-megawatts of 
electricity, enough to power 1,000 
homes. The panels would connect 
to transmission lines that run along 
the southern edge of the property, 
providing local customers the op-
tion to purchase electricity at a re-
duced rate. According to Dynamic 
Energy officials, after the lease is 
up – in 20 to 30 years -- the solar 
panels would be removed and the 
land returned to its original farm-
ing condition.

By comparison, the Dominion 
Energy facility east of Remington 
is 20 megawatts on 125 acres. It has 
236,000 panels and was built on land 
owned by Dominion Energy near its 
power station there.

Because of emphasis in the com-
prehensive plan toward preservation 
of Fauquier’s rural culture and econ-
omy, and because of strict regula-
tions in the new zoning ordinance, 
solar farms may face an uphill battle 
in the county. Environmentalists’ 
concerns dovetail with those of the 
supervisors; they want to ensure that 
the solar arrays are set back from 
properties and roads, that they are 
screened from public view by trees 
or buffers, that the height of panels 
does not exceed 15 feet and that each 
project is secured with fencing.

They want to protect wetlands 
and floodplains from damage and 
see that the entire area is vegetat-
ed, as well as minimize the proj-
ects’ impacts on wildlife and pol-
linators.

Planners object to proposed Bealeton 
solar project’s effect on farmland
SOLAR, from page 1

SOURCE: DYNAMIC ENERGY
The proposed solar array in Bealeton would be similar to this project completed 
by Dynamic Energy in rural Illinois, according to the company.

See SOLAR, page 9
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right. They are the humanity within our Enterprise and always wear a smile that starts in their eyes.
Simply put, they are the glue that binds our team together. They have wicked skills, incredibly positive attitudes and exceed every 
expectation any might have. They deliver an extraordinary service experience and they are cherished friends.
Thank you Christie. Thank you Ellen. Thank you Shaina. We don’t say that often enough.
Respectfully and with great appreciation; Thank you!
Your Friends and Colleagues at CENTURY 21 New Millennium

WARRENTON: 559 Frost Ave Suite 101, Warrenton VA 20186 | 540-349-1221 • GAINESVILLE: 8074 Crescent Park Dr., Gainesville VA 20155 | 703-753-7910
If We didn’t already work here, We would want to!

One major concern is what hap-
pens after the project outlives its use-
fulness. Because solar panels lose 
efficiency over time and typically 
are replaced after 25 to 30 years, the 
ordinance requires that the owners 
submit a decommissioning plan and 
put money into escrow to pay for the 
dismantlement of the project. 

The biggest overarching concern, 
however, is that solar farms not di-
minish the county’s agricultural 
base.  “I don’t want to see them eat 
up a lot of agricultural land,” said 
Supervisor Chris Butler, whose Lee 
District contains farmland condu-
cive to solar farming. “The cattle 
can’t eat solar panels, and neither 
can you nor I.” 

Butler said one limiting factor 
was likely to be the transmission 
lines that crisscross the county. So-
lar farms need to be located close 
to them – indeed, the ordinance re-
quires it. Also, he noted, the lines’  
capacity cannot be overloaded, and 
that alone may limit the number of 
solar farms that could connect to the 
electric grid. For that reason, he said, 
“I don’t think we will be overrun.”

Supervisor Rick Gerhardt, in 
whose Cedar Run District the Beale-
ton project lies, said in an email that 
he is generally not a fan of solar 
projects as they take farmland out of 
production. “However, there are sit-
uations and locations where one or, 
possibly, two of these projects could 

be considered in the Cedar Run Dis-
trict, so long as they comply with 
Fauquier’s current ordinance and the 
impacted public is onboard.” He said 
any vote he cast would rely heavily 
on public comments.

Gerhardt said he looked less fa-
vorably on a 3-megawatt 15-to-20-
acre solar farm proposed by Borrego 
Solar Systems Inc. for 8515 Meetze 
Road, about 2 miles southeast of Va. 
Route 15. “It appears to be too im-
pactful on neighbors and will upset 
the agricultural balance in this area,” 
he said. That project is in the pre-ap-
plication stage, so it has not yet been 
considered by the planning commis-
sion. “If it makes it to a [board of su-
pervisors] public hearing, I’ll be lis-
tening to what surrounding property 
owners have to say and make my 
decision based on their comments,” 
he said.

SOLAR, from page 8

Bealeton solar project

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
Commissioner Matthew Smith (Cedar 
Run District), whose district includes 
the site of the proposed solar farm, 
voted to advance the application. 


