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Crate training is a great way to help your dog feel safe and learn important rules.

e Think of the crate not as a cage, but as a cozy playpen, similar to how babies have
playpens for safety when parents can't watch them every second.
e It's not about punishment; it's about creating a personal, comfy space for your dog to

relax, play with their toys, and take peaceful naps.
e Plus, it's super helpful for teaching them when and where to go potty, getting them used
to bedtime routines, making grooming and vet visits easier, and giving them a go-to spot

to unwind from all the day's excitement.

Before You Start: Picking the Perfect Crate

Size Matters: Make sure the crate is big enough for your dog to stand, turn around, and
lie down comfortably. Here's a quick guide:

36” Crate: Great for puppies up to 6 months, depending on the breed. Perfect for

small to medium breeds.

42” Crate: |deal for medium-sized breeds like Labs, Dalmatians, and Golden
Retrievers.

48" Crate: A spacious choice for larger breeds, providing ample room to stretch

and move.
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1. Introduction: Leave the crate door open and stand by it. Encourage your dog to come to
you, and reward them for doing so.

2. First Steps: Call them by name followed by "crate" and use a treat to guide them inside.
Reward them as soon as they step in with their front paws.

3. Repeat: Keep practicing by calling them over, saying "crate", and luring them inside for a
reward. Remember, rewards should be exciting - give them more than one treat!

4. Building Reliability: Once your dog reliably goes into the crate, you can start dropping
treats at the back for them to find. This encourages them to enter the crate on their
own.

5. Door Closing: Begin to gently close the door (without locking it) for short periods,
gradually increasing the time. Always wait for them to calm down before opening it if
they start to fuss.

6. Patience and Progress: Slowly extend the time the door remains closed, offering
comfort if they seem uneasy. Start with short intervals and build up to longer periods.

In about half an hour, you should be able to ask your dog to go to their crate and stay there
while you step away for a bit.

Remember, crate training is a positive experience aimed at giving your dog their own special
space, not a punishment.

With patience, consistency, and lots of treats, your dog will soon see their crate as a safe and
happy place.
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