


 

 

 

Sunday, January 18, 2026 

9:45 a.m. Moments of Centering: That we all may be aware of His Presence 

Enter to Worship  

“Let’s Have Church” 

 

THE PRELUDE..  

THE CALL TO WORSHIP                   Rev. Dr. Derrill A. Blue, Pastor 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

THE INVOCATION                                                  

THE RESPONSE                                                                                  “Holy Ground”   

THE HYMN OF PRAISE                                               “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing “ #29                    

THE RESPONSIVE READING                                                                              

THE GLORIA PATRI                                  

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Printed on Screen & Back of Bulletin)                                                            

* 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF VISITORS 

THE CHORAL SELECTIONS                                       Little Rock Youth and Young Adult Choir 

THE SERMON                                                   Rev. Dr. Derrill A. Blue     

THE INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP                          

THE PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

THE OFFERTORY                                                                               “All Things Come of Thee” 

 THE BENEDICTION 

THE POSTLUDE 

 

 

-Depart To Serve—Let’s Be The Church!- 



The Season of KINGDOMTIDE 

  

Kingdomtide begins on the last Sunday in August and continues until the 

beginning of Advent, which starts on the fourth Sunday before Christmas. 

During this period, special emphasis is placed on the Kingship of the Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ. The observance is wrapped up in the heightened 

awareness of one of the basic tenets of the Christian Faith—the hope of the 

coming of the Kingdom of Heaven.  

 

“Kingdomtide represents the ongoing of the Spirit  released on the Day of 

Pentecost that is continuing to change and  empower persons.” The liturgical 

colors for Kingdomtide are Green and Gold. The Green is symbolic of the 

freshness of nature, hope, life and growth. The Gold is used for the lettering. 

The Fringe denotes worth, virtue, glory to God and Christian might. The 

Kingship of the Christ Child and the price Jesus paid on Calvary is also rep-

resented in the Gold color.  

 

The CROWN and SCEPTER designate royalty, social,  political or reli-

gious status. They represent Jesus as King, Ruler and Lord of all. The crown 

also symbolizes the final reward for believers who have been faithful to 

GOD.  
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The     Season   

 

 Epiphany 

  

The first Sunday after Epiphany Day (January 6) is known as Baptism of the 

Lord referring to Matthew 3: 13-17, Mark 1:9-11, Luke 3:21-22 and John 1:29-

34. The appropriate symbols are water, the baptismal shell or font, a descending 

dove, and a cross standing in water. The emphasis for the remainder of the sea-

son is on the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, the miracles performed, and Jesus’ 

works and teachings. The last Sunday of this periods is known as the Transfig-

uration of the Lord referring to the revelation of Jesus’ true nature to the disci-

ples (Peter, James and John) on the Mount of Olives. Prominent symbols for the 

Transfiguration include a crown surrounded by rays or paintings of Jesus with a 

glorious radiating effect or glistening garments.  White is the appropriate color 

for this Sunday. The beginning date of the season is January 6 and the appropri-

ate liturgical color is green. Note that white is used on Epiphany Day and the 

first Sunday after Epiphany day. 

 

Crown The crown is a headpiece worn to designate royalty, social, political or 

religious status. It represents Jesus as King, Ruler and Lord of all. The crown 

may also represent the final reward for believers who have been faithful to God. 

 

Descending Dove Is a symbol of the Holy Spirit, denoting the descent upon Je-

sus at the time of His baptism by John the Baptist.   



             

  THE HYMN OF PRAISE 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” #29 

Come, Thou Fount of ev-ery bless-ing, Tune my heart to sing Thy 

grace; Streams of mer-cy, nev-er ceas-ing, Call for songs of loud-

est praise; Teach me some me-lo-dious son-net, Sung by flam-ing 

tongues a-bove.: Praise the mount.—O fix me on it, Mount of 

God’s un-chang-ing love.  

 

Here I raise mine Eb-en-e-zer; Hith-er by Thy help I'm come; And 

I hope, by Thy good pleas-ure, Safe-ly to ar-rive at home; Je-sus 

sought me when a stran-ger, Wan-d-ring from the fold of God; He, 

to save my soul from dan-ger, Inter-posed His pre-cious blood.  

 

O, to grace how great a debt-or Dai-ly I'm con-strained to be! Let 

that grace, Lord like a fet-ter, Bind my wan-d’ring heart to Thee. 

Prone to wan-der, Lord, I feel it; Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart;  Lord, take and seal it; Seal it from Thy courts a

-bove.  
 

A-men  



                                                                  

THE RESPONSIVE READING     

        

  
 

Second Sunday Morning in Epiphany 

(Ephesians 2:11-18) 

 

 

Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh—who are called 

Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by 

hands — 

That at that time you were without Christ, being aliens 

from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the 

covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in 

the world.   

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been made near by 

the blood of Christ.  

For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and 

has broken down the middle wall of division between us.  

Having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of command-

ments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man 

from the two, thus making peace.    

And that He might reconcile them both to God in one 

body through the cross, thereby putting to death the      

enmity.  

And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those 

who were near.  

For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.   



 

 

 

  

 

 

Helen Ashmore 
1026 Polk Street 
Charlotte, NC  28206 

Members in the hospital or assisted  

 living facilities 

Imogene Martin 
Five Oaks Rehab 
413 Wincoff School Rd  
Concord, NC 28027 
 

Damie Warren 
4219 Maureen Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28205 

Dorothy Cousar  
1509 Chelveston Dr 
Charlotte, NC 28208 

Lila Blake 
509 Hidden Minor Drive 
Matthews, NC 28104 

  

  

Stephanie Ford 
3008 Tuckaseegee Rd 
Charlotte, NC 28208 

Deloris Armstrong 

940 North Brevard Street 

Charlotte, NC 28206 

JoAnn Thompson 
7400 Limerick Drive  
Charlotte, NC   28270    

Minnie Cole     
17211 Lovers Lawn               
Cornelius, NC 28031 

Shirley Mack 
6516 Rockwell Blvd 
Charlotte, NC  28269 

Mary Ann Moore 
9120 Willow Ridge Road         
Pineville, NC 28210  

Sunday Mornings at 7:30AM 

http://praisecharlotte.com 

 

Beverly Koontz 
Kings Mountain Memory 
Care  
115 Ferguson St 
Kings Mountain, NC 28086 

Carline Dinkins 
9620 Haying Place 
Mint Hill, NC 28227 

Ella Turner 
8011 Hub Way  #102 
Charlotte, NC 28227 
 
Alfred Tillman 
1617 Crandon Drive 
Charlotte,  NC  28216 
 
Donnie Henderson 
3500 Taurus Dr  #H3 
Charlotte, NC 28205 

James Brewer 
White Oaks Nursing Home 
700 Howie Mine Road  
Waxhaw, NC 28173 
 

Natalie Bailey 
Donna Bailey                     
5601 Trotters Ridge Road 
Charlotte, NC 28227 

 

Sick and Shut-in 
Please Pray for the sick and 

those who care for them. 

 

Heal me Lord, and I will be 

healed.  Save me and I will be 

saved….                 

Jennifer Mitchell     
8207 Abbottsgate Lane                       
Charlotte, NC 28269  

Mabel McCullough                     
940 Brevard Street  #213 
 Charlotte, NC 28206 
 
Monica Morrison 
PO Box 26102  
Charlotte NC 28221 

Jeffery Walls 
1106 Shiloh Church Rd  
Lilesville, NC 28091 
 
Richard & Phyllis Williams 
2420 Godsey Wood Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28213 
 
Dr. Imogene Zachery       
8436 Highland Glen Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28267 
 
 

Ledger & Shirley Morrissette 
Providence Meadow 
412 Kuykendall Lane 
Charlotte, NC 28270 

Doris Reese 
Edwin Towers 
201 W 10 th St.   Apt. 1113 
Charlotte, NC 28202  
 
Eddie Simpson 
Royal Park 
2700 Royal Commons Lane 
Matthew NC  28105 

Ronald Metz 
100 North Gregg St                       
Charlotte, NC 28216      

Darrell Bonapart 
Novant Healthcare Mint Hill 
8201 Healthcare Loop       
Charlotte, NC 28215 



The Little Rock Church Weekly Calendar 

   

Colossians 2:6–7 (NIV) 

Sunday,  January 18,  2026      

  9:00am  - Sunday School for all ages   

 10:00am - Sunday Morning Worship in Sanctuary and via Website 

 12:00noon - Members Meeting in the Sanctuary 

 3:00pm - North Charlotte District Lay Council-Season Saints Program at Hopewell AME Zion 

 

 

 

 Monday, January 19, 2026   Dr. Martin Luther King Day Observance  

  9:30am - Office Closed 

7:00pm - WH&OMS Meeting via Zoom 

 

    Tuesday, January 20, 2026  

 9:30am - Office Open 

7:00pmpm - Little Rock Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 

 

    Wednesday, January 21, 2026  

 9:30am - Office Open  12:00 Noon - Mid Week Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall 

 1:00pm - Intercessory Prayer call 1 (720) 843-2528  code 2217017# 

 7:00pm - Evening Bible Study, virtually  

                    

  

    Thursday, January 22,  2026  

 9:30am - Office Open 

6:00pm - Community Meeting in the Sanctuary  

 

    Friday,  January 23, 2026  

9:30am - Office  Open 
 

              Sunday, January 25, 2026    

  9:00am  - CED—Sunday School for all ages  

10:00am - Sunday Morning Worship in the Sanctuary  
12:00 Noon  - Ministry Fair in the Fellowship Hall 

   

Little Rock website address: www.littlerockamezion.org 
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Altar Flowers 

The Flower Ministry invites the members of Little Rock 

to honor a loved one or special date in yours or a loved 

one’s life by sponsoring Altar Flowers on any Sunday(s) 

throughout the year—a birthday, wedding, anniversary, 

etc.  

Altar Flowers per Sunday $100.00 for (2) 

Please call the Church Office for details. 

 
Class Meetings 

Class #5 –Will meet in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, March 8th, immediately following 

Morning Worship. Class Leader, Mr. Lynn Crump 

The WH&OMS will meet   

Monday, January 19th at 7PM,   

Please mark your calendars. This is  virtural meeting. The link has 
been emailed.  

Little Rock Third Quarterly Conference  

Our Third Quarterly Conference will be held via zoom 

on February 2nd, 6:30pm. Please mark your calendars. 

The link for quarterly conference will be emailed to 

members along with Profit and  Loss Statement. Thank 

you for turning in your reports.  

Please keep our Elder, Rev. Dr. Wardell Henderson in 

your prayers.  



 

 

 

  

 

  

 

       

 

 

 

 

Sunday, January 25, 2026  

    

 Lesson: 8 

Christian Growth   

   

Devotional Reading 

Colossians 2:1-7 

 

Background Scripture 

Matthew 4:18-20; 16:15-16;  

Luke 2:40, 52;  John 1:40-42;  

21:15-19;  Ephesians 4:11-16;  

Philippians 1:6,9-11; 3:12-16;  

Colossians 1:9-11; Hebrews 6:1-

3; 2 Peter 3:14-18 

 

Affirmation 

We will receive the love and en-

couragement Jesus offers in our 

growing faith.  

 

Little Rock Lay Council C. D. Rippy   

Scholarship Applications 

Little Rock students who are currently enrolled or have been 

accepted to begin this quarter in an accredited institution are 

encouraged to apply for the C. D. Rippy 

Scholarship.  

 All applicants must be “ACTIVE” 

members at Little Rock for at least a 

year and currently active in a Little 

Rock Ministry. Please complete your 

application and return with the  requested documentation 

(proof of current enrollment) to the Church Office or Mrs. 

Gloria Joyner Johnson no later than February 1, 2026.  

Questions may be directed to Mrs. Gloria Joyner Johnson, 

Lay Council President. 

 



 

The Church Van will be available for transporting members for this event. The van 

will leave the church at 5:45pm. If you would like to reserve a seat please call the 

church office to be included on the list. Thank you.  



This is exciting! Look!!! 
Bible Study will resume THIS week on Wednesday, January 
14th, noon in the Fellowship Hall and 7PM virtual.  

For the next five-weeks our Bible Study schedule is going to 
be: 

 

 Week 2 - INCOME PROTECTION  

 "The Foundation" of any financial plan; having the right type of Life 
Insurance. 

 Week 3 - BUDGETING & IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS 

 Stewardship; "The Other 90%" Budgeting, Emergency Fund, and other important docu-
ments (Will, etc). 

 Week 4 - SAVING & INVESTING  

 Paying Yourself First 

 The Power Of Compounding Interest 

 The Three (3) Fundamental Account EVERYBODY needs 

 Saving for College 

 The RIGHT WAY to setup Retirement 

 Week 5 - DEBT ELIMINATION 

 Debt Stacking and ways to pay off debt FAST!  

 Week 6 - WRAP-UP & REVIEW 

Completing the Financial House  

EVERYBODY who attends the class will get a COMPLIMENTARY FNA 

[Financial Needs Analysis aka a Financial Plan] and unlimited one-on-one ses-

sions with the Financial Coach. 

2026 Primary Election Important Dates 

• 2026 Primary Election Day: Tuesday, March 3rd, 2026.Absentee Ballots  

• Ballots will be mailed out starting: Monday, January 12th, 2026. 

• Last day to request a ballot: Tuesday, February 17th, 2026 by 5:00 p.m. 

• Absentee Ballot Return Deadline: Tuesday, March 3rd, 2026 in our office by 7:30 p.m. 

Early Voting  

• First Day of Early Voting: Thursday, February 12th, 2026. 

• Last Day of Early Voting: Saturday, February 28th, 2026.   



  

  

The Flowers on the Altar today are in celebration 

of the Birthday of  

Rev. Diane Commander. 

 
"Thank You God, For The Blessing Of This Solar    

Return Around The Sun." 

From Rev. Commander 

Ways to Support the Ministries of Little Rock 



  

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

January, the first month of the new  calendar year, is a time of new 

resolutions, setting goals for improvement and letting go of unpro-

ductive habits. Have you included in your 2026 goals to become 

more involved in your church?  

During the month of January, many ministries will make appeals for members and elaborate on its ministry’s ac-

tivities. Please consider how you can become more involved in YOUR Church.  

Little Rock  Ministry Fair 
 Sunday, January 25, 2026 

 Immediately following Morning Worship in 
the Fellowship Hall. 

 All ministries are encouraged to partici-
pate. You may set up your tables on Sun-
day morning or Saturday evenings Janu-

ary 24th, between 4-6pm 

Little Rock Military Ministry 

The Little Rock AME Zion Church Military Ministry would 

like to send letters, cards & care packages to all active duty, 

national guard, reserves & deployed Military church members.  

Please share  names & contact info with us. Send to contact 

@littlerockamez@gmail.com or womenvets@hotmail.com. or 

call 910-977-2303.  

Thanks for your cooperation.     

mailto:womenvets@hotmail.com


 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

1       Tracie Gregory 

2  Latoya Potts   

 Ophelia Young 

4  Malcolm Miller 

6 Ronald Metz 

 Johnny Dawkins 

7  Mildred VanDiver 

 Dana Walker  

8 Brenda Coffey 

 Tenai Staley 

 Kendall Washington  

9 Randy Freeman  

10  DeAndra Frierson 

 N’dya Barnwell  

  

  

11  Bernard Cummings  

12  Cheryl Stroman  

13  Dalise Fuller 

14  Shatia Lee 

 Sandra Lee  

 Kemoy Barker 

 Tyrome Fields 

15  Tai-Asia Kennedy 

 Hannah Robinson 

 Antwain Jones 

16  Cameron Cheney 

17  Rhonda Smith 

19  Rev.  Diane Commander 

20  Dianna Davis  

  Terry Belk 

 Cornelius Smith 

 Arianna Sowell 

22  Sylvia Howard  

  

  

  

22 Harriet Feimster  

23 Amber Graham 

 Terry Anderson 

24  Chella Mills             

 Terrence Turner 

25 Myles Mackey  

26  Sabrina V. Bynum 

 Ash Lee  Townsend 

 Williette Lucas 

 Jamey Stephen 

  Dr. Natilon Hunter 

 Cheryl Washington  

27 Adrick J Gibbs 

29  Larry Austin 

 Yolanda Riley 

30  Jocelyn Heard 

 Symone Burt 

 Ronald Metz, Jr. 

            Mary Houston 

  

  

“Happy Anniversary” 

 Wendell and Gloria Varner  January 3rd   —50 yearse 

Randy and Carletta Freeman          January 4th    —51 years 

Jimmie and Trina Hackett                January 20th   —36 years 

Rudy and Daphnie Miller  January  26th  —42 years 

 William and Geraldine Lowe          January  31st  —45 years 

  

If you If your birthday or anniversary  does not appear in the bulletin please contact the 
Church Office at (704)334-3782 during busy hours.  

2    Morghyn Mosley 

       Jean Brown 

3     Jada Goodwin 

       Gregory Kennedy 

4 Adrienne Ricketts 

 5     Ranzeno Frazier 

  6   Lisa Renee Fuller 

      Vanessa Williams 

 7   Dirk Clark       

8 Carol Minor 

       Stephanie Haynes       

      Ladocia Crowder 

9   Diedre Myric-

Thompson 

13 Lisa Ellison      

14    Rosie Lowery 

16    Michael Porter 

        Michelle Belk 

17    Patricia Love  

        Marilyn Raines 

18    Melvin Weathers 

       Lydia Galbreath 

20  Jelani Wiltshire, Jr 

21   Alice Christian  

  Gregory Goodwin  

   Isaiah Robinson 

   Patricia Prince 

 

22 Renwick Hall  

 Doret Lawson 

22 Mary Davis  

 Porcia Douglas 

23 Brenda Lattaker     

25 Joseph Washington 

26 Chandler  Clark 

  Jeanette Frazier  

   Ashton Jefferson 

27 Angela Smith        

28 Constance McClain  

 Patrice Tillman 

 Sylvia Thomas 

Jason and Anika Robinson    February 16    24 



 



                                                                 

Married Couples are encourage to 
stop by the table and register for 
the above event.  

 

 

 



Mrs. Lowey and Anika Page 





        Sunday, May 24, 2020 

      “Celebrating Excellence in Ministry” 

    This year we are asking every member to contribute to 

the Little Rock Day Celebration—$200.00 (adults); $25.00 (children under 18 years 

of age and college students). You are encouraged to raise your $200.00 by soliciting 

patrons, pay in installments and/or all at one time.  Our goal is $50,000.00 We real-

ize that these are tough times, so we ask that you do the very best you can.  Patron 

Lists WILL BE available in the office. 

  Mr. Robert Horsley, Chairperson 

Rev. Dwayne A. Walker, Pastor 

50,000 

45,000 

40,000 

35,000 

30,000 

25,000 

20,000 

Goal   $50,000.00 

Raised  $ 19,524.70 

  Needed       $ 30,475.30 
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Little Rock A.M.E. Zion Church 

Dr. Derrill A. Blue, Pastor 

  

  

  

The Twelve Classes of  Little Rock 

Gilbert McRae, Leader of  Leaders 704-567-7588 

Class #13—New Members 

Class Number  Class Leader       Contact  Number 

Class #1        Dr. Sonya Campbell   704 858-4601 

Class #2          Angela Aiken    864 608-7158  

Class #3        Keith Powe              704 968-7353 

C-lass #4    Tasha Powell    704 605-9659   

Class #5        Lynn Crump    704  756-8762  

Class #6        Mary Davis    704 691-5448 

Class #7             Loretta Jefferson    704 651-1146 

Class #8         Stafford Mackey             704  898-3890 

Class #9       Rev. Michelle Courtney   704 281-1661 

Class #10        Chella Mills    980 353-6317 

Class #11        Glain Haynes Lewis   704 399-0581 

Class #12        Dr. Angelia Fryer   704 572-8517 
  

  

  

 

 



 

  

  

  

 

REV.DR. PAULA BLUE 

 ANTHONY REDFEARN 

Rev. Belinda Austin 

Rev. James H. Lenoir 

Rev. Deanna Michelle  Courtney 

Rev. Dr. Sonya Campbell 

Rev. Anthony Redfearn 

 

Angela Caldwell 

REV. SIMON AJOSE      MINISTER OF DISCIPLESHIP AND EVANGELISM 
REV. BELINDA  AUSTIN                                                          MINISTER OF CONGREGATIONAL CARE  
REV. JAMES LENOIR                                  RETIRED MINISTER 
REV. MICHELLE COURTNEY                                           MINISTER OF COUNSELING 
REV. DR. SONYA CAMPBELL                                                   MINISTER OF SOCIAL JUSTICE 
REV. ANTHONY REDFERN    MINISTER OF OUTREACH AND RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 
REV. DIANE COMMANDER                                 RETIRED MINISTER 
REV. DR. PAULA BLUE            MINISTER OF SPIRITUALITY AND WORSHIP 
REV. DR. BARBARA MARSHALL           MINISTER OF MEMBERSHIP ENGAGEMENT 

MR. LARRY AUSTIN                              CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF STEWARDS 

MR. CARL DANIEL                   CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MS. CHRISTY BRYANT                                          COMPTROLLER 
MR. GILBERT MCRAE                   LEADER OF LEADERS 
MS. GLORIA JOYNER-JOHNSON                    PRESIDENT, LAY COUNCIL 
REV. DR. PAULA BLUE       PRESIDENT, WOMAN’S HOME & OVERSEAS MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
MS. ANTOINETTE CODY             DIRECTOR, CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
MR. SIDNEY OLIVER                    MINISTER OF MUSIC 
MS. GLAIN HAYNES-LEWIS  ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 
  


