


 

 

 

Sunday, May 17, 2026 

9:45 a.m. Moments of Centering: That we all may be aware of His Presence 

Enter to Worship  

“Let’s Have Church” 

“Its Little Rock Day” 

THE PRELUDE..  

THE CALL TO WORSHIP                   Rev. Dr. Derrill A. Blue, Pastor 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

THE INVOCATION                                                  

THE RESPONSE                                                                             “Holy Ground”   

THE HYMN OF PRAISE                                                  “The Church’s One Foundation”   #304               

THE RESPONSIVE READING                                                                                                                                 

THE GLORIA PATRI                                        

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Printed on Screen & Back of Bulletin)                                                                

 * 

THE LITURGICAL DANCERS OF LITTLE ROCK AME ZION CHURCH 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF VISITORS 

THE CHORAL SELECTIONS                                                           Little Rock Sanuary Choir 

THE SERMON                                               Rev. Dr. Derrill A. Blue     

THE INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP                          

THE PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

THE OFFERTORY                                                                               “All Things Come of Thee” 

 THE BENEDICTION 

THE POSTLUDE 

 

-Depart To Serve—Let’s Be The Church!- 



The Season of KINGDOMTIDE 

  

Kingdomtide begins on the last Sunday in August and continues until the 

beginning of Advent, which starts on the fourth Sunday before Christmas. 

During this period, special emphasis is placed on the Kingship of the Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ. The observance is wrapped up in the heightened 

awareness of one of the basic tenets of the Christian Faith—the hope of the 

coming of the Kingdom of Heaven.  

 

“Kingdomtide represents the ongoing of the Spirit  released on the Day of 

Pentecost that is continuing to change and  empower persons.” The liturgical 

colors for Kingdomtide are Green and Gold. The Green is symbolic of the 

freshness of nature, hope, life and growth. The Gold is used for the lettering. 

The Fringe denotes worth, virtue, glory to God and Christian might. The 

Kingship of the Christ Child and the price Jesus paid on Calvary is also rep-

resented in the Gold color.  

 

The CROWN and SCEPTER designate royalty, social,  political or reli-

gious status. They represent Jesus as King, Ruler and Lord of all. The crown 

also symbolizes the final reward for believers who have been faithful to 

GOD.  
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   Eastertide covers a fifty day period (6 Sundays) that challenges 

persons to reflect on the resurrection of Jesus.  Ascension Day is cele-

brated the sixth Thursday after Easter and commemorates the last 

manifestation of Jesus to his followers after the resurrection. Ascen-

sion Sunday is the Sunday  following Ascension Day. The season ends 

with the day of Pentecost. White is the appropriate color for the sea-

son, with gold as an accent color.  

 

There are many symbols for this significant celebration. They hold 

meanings that enhance the celebration and express the root of Chris-

tian belief that believers will eventually be raised from the dead and 

enjoy eternal life. The symbol for Lent and Easter are different. 

Whereas the major symbols for Lent represent the agony, suffering, 

and pain that Jesus endured; the symbols of Easter  represent new 

birth and renewal. Most of the symbols represent something that 

was dead or dormant but births forth into new life and growth.  

 

The     Season   

of 

 



             

  THE HYMN OF PRAISE 

    “The Church’s One Foundation”  #304 

 

 

The church’s one foun-da-tion Is Je-sus Christ her Lord; She is His new 

cre-a-tion By wa-ter and the Word; From heaven He came and sought 

her To be His ho-ly bride; With His own blood He bought her, And for her 

life He died.  

 

E-lect from ev-ery na-tion, Yet one o'er all the earth; Her char-ter of sal-

va-tion, One Lord, one faith, one birth; One ho-ly Name she bless-es, Par

-takes one ho-ly food, And to one hope she press-es, With ev-ery grace en-

dued.  

 

Mid toil and trib-u-la-tion, And tu-mult of her war, She waits the con-

sum-ma-tion Of peace for evermore; Till, with the vi-sion glo-rious, Her 

long-ing eyes are blest, And the great church vic-to-rious Shall be the 

church at rest.  

 

Yet she on earth hath un-ion With God the Three in One, And mys-tic 

sweet com-mun-ion With those whose rest is won; O hap-py ones and ho-

ly! Lord, give us grace that we, Like them, the meek and low-ly, On high 

may dwell with thee.  

 

A-men. 

  



                                                                  

 THE RESPONSIVE READING     

        
 

 

Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 

though some strange thing happened to you; 

 

But rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s 

sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may 

also be glad with exceeding joy. 

 

If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory 

and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is 

glorified. 

 

But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an 

evildoer, or as a busybody in other people’s matters. 

 

Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify 

God in this matter. 

 

For the time has come for judgment to begin at the 

house of God; and if it begins with us first, what 

will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel 

of God? 

 

Now “If the righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly and the sinner 

appear?” 

 

Therefore let those who suffer according to the will 

of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as 

to a faithful Creator. 

 

Seventh Sunday Morning in Eastertide 

(1 Peter 4:12-19)  



 

 

 

  

 

 

Helen Ashmore 
1026 Polk Street 
Charlotte, NC  28206 

Members in the hospital or assisted  

 living facilities 

Imogene Martin 
Five Oaks Rehab 
413 Wincoff School Rd  
Concord, NC 28027 
 

Tiffany Howard               
1111 Autumn Field Dr.  #205  
Huntersville, NC 28078 

Dorothy Cousar  
1509 Chelveston Dr 
Charlotte, NC 28208 

Lila Blake 
509 Hidden Minor Drive 
Matthews, NC 28104 

  

  

Stephanie Ford 
3008 Tuckaseegee Rd 
Charlotte, NC 28208 

Deloris Armstrong 

940 North Brevard Street 

Charlotte, NC 28206 

JoAnn Thompson 
7400 Limerick Drive  
Charlotte, NC   28270    

Shirley Mack 
6516 Rockwell Blvd 
Charlotte, NC  28269 

Mary Ann Moore            
4460  Prince Williams 
Parkway                    
Woodbridge, Va 22192  

Sunday Mornings at 7:30AM 

http://praisecharlotte.com 

 

Beverly Koontz 
Kings Mountain Memory 
Care  
115 Ferguson St 
Kings Mountain, NC 28086 

Carline Dinkins 
9620 Haying Place 
Mint Hill, NC 28227 

Ella Turner 
8011 Hub Way  #102 
Charlotte, NC 28227 
 
Stafford Mackey 
6406 Jerimoth Drive 
Charlotte,  NC  28215 
 

James Brewer 
White Oaks Nursing Home 
700 Howie Mine Road  
Waxhaw, NC 28173 
 
Ledger  Morrissette 
Terra Bella Little  
7745 Little Ave 
Charlotte, NC 28226 

Natalie Bailey 
Donna Bailey                     
Rockwell Park Rehab Center 
1930 West Sugar Creek Rd 
Charlotte, NC 28262 
 
Narcissus Lowery 
Lakeside Health and Rehab 
11825 Hunton Lane         
Huntersville NC 28078 

 

Sick and Shut-in 
Please Pray for the sick and 

those who care for them. 

 

Heal me Lord, and I will be 

healed.  Save me and I will be 

saved….                 

Mabel McCullough                     
940 Brevard Street  #213 
 Charlotte, NC 28206 
 
Jeffery Walls 
1106 Shiloh Church Rd  
Lilesville, NC 28091 
 
Richard & Phyllis Williams 
2420 Godsey Wood Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28213 
 
Dr. Imogene Zachery       
8436 Highland Glen Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28267 
 
 

 

Doris Reese 
Edwin Towers 
201 W 10th St.   Apt. 1113 
Charlotte, NC 28202  
 
Eddie Simpson 
Atrium Health-Main 
1000 Blythe Blvd 
Charlotte, NC 28203 
 
Wendell Varner 
Novant Healthcare Main  
200 Hawthrone Street  
Charlotte, NC 28204 

Damie Warren 
4219 Maureen Street          
Charlotte, NC 28205 

 

Charles Carrouthers                 
Charlotte Rehab                      
1735Toddville Road               
Charlotte, NC  28214 

 

 

                                            

Adrienne Baker 
419 Amhurst SW  
Concord, NC 28025 



The Little Rock Church Weekly Calendar 

   

Colossians 2:6–7 (NIV) 

Sunday,  May 17,  2026 “Little Rock Day”   

  9:00am  - Sunday School for all ages   

 10:00am - Sunday Morning Worship in Sanctuary and via Website 

 

Monday, May 18, 2026  

9:30am - Office Open 

7:00pm - Chosen Choir Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 

     

Tuesday, May 19,  2026  

 9:30am - Office Open 

7:00pm - Little Rock Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 

     

Wednesday,  May 20, 2026   

  9:30am - Office Open  

10:00pm - Intercessory Prayer call 1 (720) 843-2528  code 2217017#   

12:00 Noon - Mid Week Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall 

7:00pm - Evening Bible Study, virtually         

  

      Thursday, May 21,  2026  

 9:30am - Office Open 

7:00pm - Little Rock Liturgical Dance Ministry Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 

 

     Friday, May 22, 2026  

9:30am - Office  Open 
 

               Saturday, May 23, 2026 

 11:00am -  Little Rock Military Ministry Meeting in the Fellowship Hall 

 

 Sunday, May 24, 2026 

9:00am - Sunday School for all ages  

9:00am - Little Rock New Members Class in the Multi Purpose Room  

10:00am - Sunday Morning Worship in the Sanctuary and via Website 

  

Little Rock website address: www.littlerockamezion.org 
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North Charlotte District Fifth Sunday Fellowship 

On Sunday, May 31, 2026, the North Charlotte District will gather at Little Rock AME Zion 

Church for the final District Fellowship this conference year.   

“YES! We are the host church.”  

The Fifth Sunday Fellowship will begin at 2:45pm in the Sanctuary. The preacher for this event 

will be the Rev. Dr. Sheldon R. Shipman, Pastor, Greenville Memorial AME Zion Church.  

All ministries are asked to please prepare for this event.   

The flowers on the Altar today were given in 
celebration of the                                              

60th Wedding Anniversary  
On May 22nd   

    We celebrate not just 60 incredible years of marriage, 
     but the beautiful legacy of love, faith, strength, and 
   commitment you have built together. This is a testament to 
God’s grace and the power of love rooted in him. We are so blessed to celebrate 
this milestone with you.  With all our love, The Alexander, Crowder, Graham 
& Potts Families 

For 

 Mr. Samuel & Mrs. Willette  
Crowder 



 

  

 

  

 

       

 

 

 

 

            Sunday,  May 24,  2026  

    

 Lesson:  13  

The Christian View of  Recreation   

   

Devotional Reading 

Ecclesiastes 2:20-25 

 

Background Scripture 

Jeremiah 31:12-13; Zechariah 8:5; Mat-

thew 11:16-19; Mark 2:18-28; 6:30-32; 

John 2:1-11 

 

Affirmation 

We will model a life balance between fast-

ing and feasting, working and resting, and 

advocate for others to be free to do the 

same.  

 

  Wednesday  Noon in the Fellowship 
Hall and  7PM virtually this week .                           



Little Rock 11th Annual Gof Tournament 
& Golf Clinic 

 Friday, September 25, 2026,    Rocky River Golf Club. 
 

Tournament  Details 
Format: 2-Man Ball   Entry Fee: $125 per person 

This event promises a fun-filled day on the greens, perfect for golf enthusi-
asts of all levels.  

 

Registration Information 
Registration forms are available in the back of the church or in the narthex. 
Please fill out your form and submit it by the deadline, September 15th,  to 

secure your spot: 
 

Don't miss out on this exciting event! If you have any questions or need further infor-
mation, please contact a member of the golf committee who will be happy to assist. 

We look forward to seeing you there for a day of camaraderie, golf, and fun. Make 
sure to save the date and join us for a memorable tournament! 

 
FREE GOLF CLINIC 

The Little Rock Golf Committee is excited to announce a free golf clinic de-
signed specifically for beginners eager to learn the basics of golf. This en-

gaging and educational event will take place on: 

 Saturday, June 27th from 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM. 
 

Golf Clinic  Details 
Practice basic swings and putting 

Gain valuable tips on improving their game 
Enjoy a supportive and friendly learning environment 

Whether you're a complete novice or have just started exploring the world of golf, 
this clinic is the perfect starting point to build your skills and confidence on the 

course.  

 

 



 



Sunday     May 

17, 2026 

Mr. Brandon & Mrs.  Sharelle McNair, 

Chairpersons 

Rev. Dr. Derrill A. Blue,  

Pastor 



Christian           

Education         

Department  

Rev. Celesta 

Shropshire    

Miller            

Scholarship 

High school students 

with a 2.5 or higher GPA 

graduating this year as 

well as undergraduate 

students returning to col-

lege in the fall may apply 

for the Reverend Celesta 

Shropshire-Miller Schol-

arship which is given 

through the WNCC De-

partment of Christian Ed-

ucation. The application 

deadline with an official 

transcript and three let-

ters of recommendation 

is  May 24, 2026.  You 

may receive an applica-

tion from Ms. Antoinette 

D. Cody, Christian Edu-

cation Director, by for-

warding a request to aco-

dy13@yahoo.com. All 

completed application 

packets should be sent 

to:                          Rev. 

Dr. David A. McLean 

Conference CED Director 

3722 David Cox Drive 

Charlotte, NC 28262 

If you are interested in volunteering in the  Audio - Visual and/

or the Information - Technology Ministry  PLEASE call the 

Church  Office at (704)334 - 3782. 

Training will be provided . 

mailto:acody13@yahoo.com
mailto:acody13@yahoo.com




 

 

Mental Health Month: 

Did you know that nearly one in five adults in the U.S. has a 

mental health condition? May is Mental Health Awareness 

Month, and this year’s theme is “More Good Days, Togeth-

er.” Throughout May, the Counseling Ministry will focus on 

mental wellness together, shared well-being, and collective 

support. Please join the Counseling Ministry for Tues-

day Talks where we will share, listen, and support one anoth-

er in conversations about mental health. Topics will include 

burnout, stress, and self-care. Tuesday Talk is held every Tuesday from 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Class Meeting 

Class #5—will meet in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, May 14 immediately following Morning 

Worship. Class Leader, Mr. Lynn Crump 
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Christian Education Department-Children 

Easter Recitations— One rehearsal will be held on Tuesday, March 31st at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
Altar Flowers 

The Flower Ministry invites the members of Little Rock to honor 

a loved one or special date in yours or a loved one’s life by spon-

soring Altar Flowers on any Sunday(s) throughout the year—a 

birthday, wedding, anniversary, etc.  

Altar Flowers per Sunday $100.00 for (2) 

Please call the Church Office for details. 

 

Christian Education Department—Western North Carolina Conference 

Koury Convention Center in Greensboro, North Carolina 

(Tentative announcement based on previous year’s schedule) 

 

Christian Education Night—Thursday, June 4, 2026  WNCC 

Please note: If you are a member of ACE and plan to attend, you are encouraged to wear your ACE 

stoles. The following is the dress code: females; navy blue dress/suit, white blouse; males: navy blue 

suit, white shirt, red or navy blue tie.  

 

Christian Education Day—Saturday, June 6, 2026  WNCC 

 Transportation Ministry will be provided to the Koury Convention Center if needed.  Each district 

will have a unique color tee-shirt and has been asked to wear it Saturday morning in the Districts Pa-

rade of Colors. If you purchased a yellow shirt last year, please wear that shirt. 

 

The tentative schedule below is based on a previous WNCC, and may be helpful for planning pur-

poses. Tentative Transportation schedule is as follows: 
 

Leave Little Rock      7:00am 
Arrive at Koury Convention Center      8:15am  
Departure time from Koury Convention Center  1:00pm   
Arrival back at church        2:30pm    
 

 

Graduate Sunday Information for the Graduates 

Graduate Sunday will be observed Sunday, June 7, 2026.   All  graduates are asked to be at church 

by 9:20 on that date, dressed in cap and gown, and meet in the Fellowship Hall.  Mrs. Cody would 

like to know whether or not you will be in attendance for graduate Sunday by  Sunday,  May 31. 

 If you have received scholarships, awards, honors, or any other recognitions (Dean’s list, Honor So-

ciety, student body president, etc.,) please send that information by Sunday, May 31, 2026  by text 

or email  (704.281.2765 or  acody13@yahoo.com) .  

 

mailto:acody13@yahoo.com


Sunday     

May 17, 2026 

Mr. Brandon & Mrs.  Sharelle McNair, 

Chairpersons 

Rev. Dr. Derrill A. Blue,  

Pastor 

            Rev. Dr. Derriil A. Blue, Host Pastor 



Mrs. Lowey and Anika Page 



        Sunday, May 24, 2020 

      “Celebrating Excellence in Ministry” 

    This year we are asking every member to contribute to 

the Little Rock Day Celebration—$200.00 (adults); $25.00 (children under 18 years 

of age and college students). You are encouraged to raise your $200.00 by soliciting 

patrons, pay in installments and/or all at one time.  Our goal is $50,000.00 We real-

ize that these are tough times, so we ask that you do the very best you can.  Patron 

Lists WILL BE available in the office. 

  Mr. Robert Horsley, Chairperson 

Rev. Dwayne A. Walker, Pastor 

50,000 

45,000 

40,000 

35,000 

30,000 

25,000 

20,000 

Goal   $50,000.00 

Raised  $ 19,524.70 

  Needed       $ 30,475.30 
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Little Rock A.M.E. Zion Church 

Dr. Derrill A. Blue, Pastor 

  

  

  

The Twelve Classes of  Little Rock 

Gilbert McRae, Leader of  Leaders 704-567-7588 

Class #13—New Members 

Class Number  Class Leader       Contact  Number 

Class #1        Dr. Sonya Campbell   704 858-4601 

Class #2          Angela Aiken    864 608-7158  

Class #3        Keith Powe              704 968-7353 

Class #4    Tasha Powell    704 605-9659   

Class #5        Lynn Crump    704  756-8762  

Class #6        Mary Davis    704 691-5448 

Class #7             Loretta Jefferson    704 651-1146 

Class #8         Stafford Mackey             704  898-3890 

Class #9         Rev. Michelle Courtney   704 281-1661 

Class #10         Chella Mills     980 353-6317 

Class #11         Glain Haynes Lewis   704 399-0581 

Class #12        Dr. Angelia Fryer    704 572-8517 
  

   

  

 

 



 

  

  

  

 

REV.DR. PAULA BLUE 

 ANTHONY REDFEARN 

Rev. Belinda Austin 

Rev. James H. Lenoir 

Rev. Deanna Michelle  Courtney 

Rev. Dr. Sonya Campbell 

Rev. Anthony Redfearn 

 

Angela Caldwell 

REV. SIMON AJOSE      MINISTER OF DISCIPLESHIP AND EVANGELISM 
REV. BELINDA  AUSTIN                                                          MINISTER OF CONGREGATIONAL CARE  
REV. JAMES LENOIR                                  RETIRED MINISTER 
REV. MICHELLE COURTNEY                                           MINISTER OF COUNSELING 
REV. DR. SONYA CAMPBELL                                                   MINISTER OF SOCIAL JUSTICE 
REV. ANTHONY REDFERN    MINISTER OF OUTREACH AND RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 
REV. DIANE COMMANDER                                 RETIRED MINISTER 
REV. DR. PAULA BLUE            MINISTER OF SPIRITUALITY AND WORSHIP 
REV. DR. BARBARA MARSHALL           MINISTER OF MEMBERSHIP ENGAGEMENT 

MR. LARRY AUSTIN                              CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF STEWARDS 

MR. CARL DANIEL                   CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MS. CHRISTY BRYANT                                          COMPTROLLER 
MR. GILBERT MCRAE                   LEADER OF LEADERS 
MS. GLORIA JOYNER-JOHNSON                    PRESIDENT, LAY COUNCIL 
REV. DR. PAULA BLUE       PRESIDENT, WOMAN’S HOME & OVERSEAS MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
MS. ANTOINETTE CODY             DIRECTOR, CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
MR. SIDNEY OLIVER                    MINISTER OF MUSIC 
MS. GLAIN HAYNES-LEWIS  ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 
  


