


 

 

 

Sunday, September 21, 2025 

9:45 a.m. Moments of Centering: That we all may be aware of His Presence 

 

Enter to Worship  

“Let’s Have Church” 

Celebrating 142 Years 

THE PRELUDE 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP                                 Rev. Dr. Derrill A. Blue, Pastor                                                                                                                                        

THE INVOCATION                                                  

THE RESPONSE                                                                                  “Holy Ground”   

THE HYMN OF PRAISE                                                 “The Church’s One Foundations”   #304                       

THE RESPONSIVE READING         Mrs. Racquel Kornegay 

                                                    

THE GLORIA PATRI                                  

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Printed on back of Bulletin or on Screen)       Mrs. Rogercarol Rogers                           

* 

THE YOUTH LITURGICAL DANCERS 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF VISITORS 

THE CHORAL SELECTIONs                                                            Little Rock Sanctuary Choir 

THE SERMON                                          Rev. Samuel Blanks    

                    Metropolitan A.M.E. Zion, Hartford , Conn                                                                      

THE INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP                          

THE PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

THE OFFERTORY                                                                               “All Things Come of Thee” 

 THE BENEDICTION 

THE POSTLUDE 

 

-Depart To Serve—Let’s Be The Church!- 



The Season of KINGDOMTIDE 

  

Kingdomtide begins on the last Sunday in August and continues until the 

beginning of Advent, which starts on the fourth Sunday before Christmas. 

During this period, special emphasis is placed on the Kingship of the Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ. The observance is wrapped up in the heightened 

awareness of one of the basic tenets of the Christian Faith—the hope of the 

coming of the Kingdom of Heaven.  

 

“Kingdomtide represents the ongoing of the Spirit  released on the Day of 

Pentecost that is continuing to change and  empower persons.” The liturgical 

colors for Kingdomtide are Green and Gold. The Green is symbolic of the 

freshness of nature, hope, life and growth. The Gold is used for the lettering. 

The Fringe denotes worth, virtue, glory to God and Christian might. The 

Kingship of the Christ Child and the price Jesus paid on Calvary is also rep-

resented in the Gold color.  

 

The CROWN and SCEPTER designate royalty, social,  political or reli-

gious status. They represent Jesus as King, Ruler and Lord of all. The crown 

also symbolizes the final reward for believers who have been faithful to 

GOD.  
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  THE HYMN OF PRAISE 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

“The Church’ s One Foundation” #304 

The church-s one foun-da-tion Is Je-sus Christ her Lord; She is His 

new cre-a-tion By wa-ter and the Word; From heaven He came and 

sought her To be His ho-ly bride; With His own blood He bought 

her, And for her life He died.  

E-lect from ev-ery na-tion, Yet one o'er all the earth; Her char-ter of 

sal-va-tion, One Lord, one faith, one birth; One ho-ly Name she 

bless-es, Par-takes one ho-ly food, And to one hope she press-es, 

With ev-ery grace en-dued.  

Mid toil and trib-u-la-tion, And tu-mult of her war, She waits the 

con-sum-ma-tion Of peace for ev-er-more; Till, with the vi-sion glo-

rious, Her long-ing eyes are blest, And the great church vic-to-rious 

Shall be the church at rest.  

Yet she on earth hath un-ion With God the Three in One, And mys-

tic sweet com-mun-ion With those whose rest is won; O hap-py ones 

and ho-ly! Lord, give us grace that we, Like them, the meek and low

-ly, On high may dwell with thee.                 

A-men. 



                                                                  

THE RESPONSIVE READING     

                               

 We are called to be credible, committed Christian disciples. 

 

To be credible is to be believable. I desire to live my life 

so that others will believe that I believe in Jesus Christ, 

and as a result, they too will believe! 

 

We are called to be credible, committed Christian disciples. 

 

To be committed is to be dedicated and loyal; to not 

give up even when I am uncomfortable or when life 

gets tough. 

 

We are called to be credible, committed Christian disciples. 

 

A disciple attaches themself to the teacher so that 

the teacher’s behavior becomes theirs. 

 

As credible, committed Christian disciples, let us endeavor to love the 

Lord with all of our heart, with all of our soul and with all of our 

mind. We endeavor to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. 

 

I will serve Christ and Christ’s church. I will pray as Jesus 

prayed and endeavor to love as Jesus loves. 

 

As a credible, committed Christian disciple, I know that Jesus is the 

light of the world and that His light shines in me. 

 I will let this light shine so that others will see my good 

works and glorify my God in heaven! 

 

Christian Education Sunday Litany  

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

Helen Ashmore 

1026 Polk Street 

Charlotte, NC  28206 

Members in the hospital or assisted  

 living facilities 

Imogene Martin 

Five Oaks Rehab 

413 Wincoff School Rd  

Concord, NC 28027 

Damie Warren 

4219 Maureen Drive 

Charlotte, NC 28205 

Dorothy Cousar  

1509 Chelveston Dr 
Charlotte, NC 28208 

Charles Robinson 

3705 Prosperity Church 

Road #227                      

Charlotte, NC 28269     

Lila Blake 

509 Hidden Minor Drive 

Matthews, NC 28104 

  

  
Stephanie Ford 

3008 Tuckaseegee Rd 

Charlotte, NC 28208 

Deloris Armstrong 

940 North Brevard Street 

Charlotte, NC 28206 

JoAnn Thompson 

7400 Limerick Drive  

Charlotte, NC   28270    

Minnie Cole     

17211 Lovers Lawn               

Cornelius, NC 28031 

Shirley Mack 
7115 Rodden Mill Ct. Apt 112 
Charlotte, NC  28262 

Mary Ann Moore 

9120 Willow Ridge Road         

Pineville, NC 28210  

  

Sunday Mornings at 7:30AM 

http://praisecharlotte.com 

 

Beverly Koontz 

Country Time Inn Assisted 

Living  

602 Brevard St 

Kings Mountain, NC 28086 

Carline Dinkins 

9620 Haying Place 

Mint Hill, NC 28227 

Ella Turner 
8011 Hub Way  #102 
Charlotte, NC 28227 
 
Ledger & Shirley Morrissette 
211 Sardis Road 
Charlotte, NC 28270 
 
Gloria Joyner Johnson 
5224 11th Street NE             
Washington, DC  20011 

James Brewer 

White Oaks Nursing Home 

700 Howie Mine Road  

Waxhaw, NC 28173 

Eddie Simpson                     
Atrium Health Stanly 
301 Yadkin Street 
Albermarle NC. 28001 
 
 

Please Pray for the sick and those who care for them. 
 

Heal me Lord, and I will be healed.  Save me and I will be 

saved….                 

Alfred Tillman     

1617 Crandon Dr                       

Charlotte, NC 28216  



The Little Rock Church Weekly Calendar 

   

Colossians 2:6–7 (NIV) 

 

 Sunday,  September 21,  2025   Little Rock AME Zion Church 142nd Anniversary   

  9:00am  - Sunday School for all ages in the building  

 10:00am - Sunday Morning Worship in Sanctuary and via Website 

 

 Monday, September 22, 2025   

  9:30am - Office Open 

    7:00pm - Little Rock AMEN Choir Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 
 

9 Tuesday, September 23, 2025  

 9:30am - Office Open 

 

 Wednesday, September 24, 2025  

 9:30am - Office Closed 

  1:00pm - Intercessory Prayer call 1 (720) 843-2528  code 2217017# 

  

 Thursday, September 25,  2025   

 9:30am - Office Closed 

  

 Friday,  September 26, 2025 

7:30am  - Little Rock AME Zion Chuich Men’s Boosters 10th Annual Golf Tournament, Rock 

  River Golf Club.    

9:30am - Office Closed  

 

          Saturday, September 27, 2025 

 10:00am - Heaven Storehouse and Bread of Life Ministry in the Fellowship Hall  

11:00am - Little Rock Military Ministry Meeting Veterans Claims Clinic in the Fellowship Hall 

 

    Sunday, September 28, 2025  Global Mission Sunday  

  9:00am  - Sunday School for all ages in the building  

10:00am - Sunday Morning Worship in the Sanctuary and via Website,  
3:00pm - Cameron Grove AME Zion Church, Broadway, NC   

 

 

 

   Little Rock website address: www.littlerockamezion.org 

 

    

2 

0 

2  
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Debit Card Multi-purpose Room Sundays btw 10:00AM and 12:30PM 

Givelify APP www.givelify.com 

Paypal www.littlerockamezion.org Go to Online giving  (bottom of page). Click on TO GIVE 

SECURELY ONLINE PAYPAL (right side of page)      

Zelle Download Zelle App. 

The flowers on the altar are given to celebrate and honor our mother, 
     

 

Mrs. Marva Saunders, 

     who has given so much to so many.  

May God continue to bless you and keep you. 

                With all our love, Happy 90th Birthday! 
 

                Collene, Delphia, James & Carlton along with our families 

http://www.givelify.com
http://www.littlerockamezion.org
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Churc Office 

12  Damie Warren 

 Stafford Mackey 

 Kayle Carrouthers 

14  Alex Jackson 

 Ralph Burt 

15 Kayden Prince 

16 Wanda Burns 

 Hazeline Smith 

17 Patricia Brown-Glover 

18  Tiffany Howard    

 Evelyn Williams 

20  Yvette Wiltshire  

23  Delores Goodson 

26 Willette Crowder 

 Jaiden Alexander 

 Renwick Quashie 

28 Kayla Price 

 Dr. Frances McClain 

 Phyllis Moore 

 Meliya Geneva Ghee  

 Carolyn Reynolds 

29 Jeremy Coffey  

 Carol Staley  

30  Shamiyah Crowder 

 Robert A. Horsley  

 Kenielle Albany 

 Geraldine Lowe 

31 William G. Lowe 

 Sebrina Washington 

 Henrietta Wright 

 Tammy Morrison 

 Kim Roberts 

  Terry & Michelle Belk    July 5   8 year 

Milton & Deirdre Lynch     July 6   23 years 

Cordell & Donna Riley   July 6   29 years 

Gregory  & Jacqueline  Glenn  July 7   46 years 

Tony & Kym Johnson    July 20   34 years 

Ernest & Dr. Frances McClain  July  21             52 years 

Ron & Seritha Nelson     July 21              53 years 

Carl & Atanya Graham                    July 24           30 years  

Jerry  & Brenda Coffey         July 27           33 years 

REV. SAMUEL C. BLANKS 
Pastor of Metropolitan A.M.E. Zion Church, Hartford, Connecticut 

 
The Reverend Samuel Corey Blanks is a native of Bladenboro, NC.  He is 
the second of two children born to the late Mr. James Albert Blanks and 
Mrs. Janice Cynthia Blue Blanks.  He completed his primary education in 
the Bladenboro public school system; further studies were done at Living-
stone College and Fayetteville State University. He was always a bright and 
intuitive child and was especially interested in hearing the word being 
brought forth by the pastor of his hometown church every Sunday. It was 
no surprise to his parents when he accepted the call to ministry at the tender 
age of 15 and received his first appointment to pastor New Zion A.M.E. Zi-
on church in Lisbon, NC at 17 years old. Since then, he has held pastorates 
at Shady Grove AME Zion Church, and Rehobeth A.M.E. Zion Church, all 

in the Cape Fear Annual Conference.  Reverend Blanks decided to take a leap of faith that brought him 
to the West Central North Carolina Conference where he was assigned to pastor the Rock Hill AME Zi-
on Church in Concord NC.  Reverend Blanks also pastored the St. Stephen Metropolitan A.M.E. Zion 
Church in High Point, NC and then transferred to the New England Annual Conference in June 2019 
where they served as the Pastor and first family at Spottswood A.M.E. Zion Church in New Britain, CT.  
In February 2023, to his current assignment as the Pastor of The Metropolitan A.M.E. Zion Church in 
Hartford, CT.   
 
Currently Rev. Blanks serves as a District and Conference Instructor for the Hartford District and New 
England Annual Conference.  He also serves as the Chairman of Budget and Finance Committee for the 
Hartford District. He is Chairman of Board of Christian Education and serves on the Board of Trustees 
for the New England Annual Conference. He is also a member of the Harriet Tubman Board of Direc-
tors for the Northeastern Episcopal District.  
 
He promotes Zion’s customs and culture and is often referred to as an “old soul” because of his love of 
old hymns, his favorite being ‘It Is Well with My Soul’. 
 
His commitment to service extends beyond the church doors as he has held several civic and political 
positions between his appointments. He believes the church is not just a place of worship, but its leaders 
and congregation have a duty to promote healing, love, and kindness for all, regardless of race, religion, 
or color. He believes in partnering with various religious entities to help foster peace and love. This is 
truly his commitment to ministry, and he stays the course. 
 
Many blessings have been bestowed upon him due to his commitment to spreading the word of God and 
remaining a humble servant. He is a proud member of the Hartford Chapter of Delta Pi Sigma Chapter 
of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. 
 
The Reverend Samuel C. Blanks and his wife Mrs. Nicole Ann Blanks were assigned to the New Eng-
land Conference in June 2019,   
 
Rev. and Sis. Blanks currently reside in Hartford, along with    their two children, daughter Korie 
Makenzie Blanks who was born in April 2018, and son Theodore Andrew Blanks born in December 
2019. 
 
One of Rev. Blanks favorite sayings is:  
 
“Good, better, best. I will never let it rest, until my good becomes my better and my better becomes my 
best!” 
 

https://www.atthespott.org/pastor-blanks/
https://www.atthespott.org/pastor-blanks/
https://www.atthespott.org/pastor-blanks/


  

Thank You, Office  Volunteers!  

This week “Thank You” to Ms. Angela Aiken, and Ms Alicia Goodson.  

 An Immersion Baptism  

Sunday, October 12, 2025 

The African Methodist Episcopal Zion 

Church has three modes of Baptism, 

sprinkling, pouring and immersion.  

If you desire to be Immerse please notify 

the Church Office to schedule your Bap-

tism Preparation Class. 

.     

On Sunday, October 12th at 3PM, we will 

have an Immersion Baptism at Rockwell AME Zion Church, Charlotte, NC.   



 
Message from Christian Education Director,  

Happy Christian Education Month! 

As we enter this sacred time of celebration and reflection, the Christian 

 

Education Department joyfully recognizes September as Christian Education Month throughout the A.M.E. Zion 
Church. This is a time to honor the vital ministry of Christian Education and the faithful leaders who help nur-
ture and grow the spiritual life of our congregations. It is my great honor to serve alongside the many faithful and 
passionate Christian servants who provide leadership in our connectional ministries in Christian Education as well 
as in every one of our conferences, districts, and local churches. This month, we celebrate every Sunday School 
teacher, youth or children’s leader, Bible study facilitator, class leader, director, volunteer, and supporter who has 
dedicated time, wisdom, and love to this vital work. Your ministry matters! You are helping to shape lives, 
strengthen churches, and build a lasting legacy of faith. Thank you for being the heartbeat of our church’s teach-
ing ministry. 

This year, we are excited to share our 2025 Christian Education Month theme: 

“FRESH Fire: Reclaiming the Past, Igniting the Future” 

This theme invites us to explore FRESH approaches to educational ministry that are: 

-Focused – Rooted in purpose and intentional discipleship 

-Relevant – Speaking to today’s realities with timeless truth 

-Engaging – Capturing hearts and minds of emerging generations 

-Sound – Built on strong theology and solid teaching 

-Holistic – Ministering to the whole person: mind, body, and spirit 

In a time of cultural shifts, political uncertainty, and spiritual hunger, we believe God is calling us to reclaim our 
Methodist fundamentals—class meetings, social holiness, discipleship, and sound doctrine—with fresh perspec-
tive and renewed commitment. Whether you serve a rural church, a bustling urban congregation, or somewhere in 
between, this month is for you. 

We encourage every local church and conference to actively participate in Christian Education Month and to cele-
brate Christian Education Sunday, which is celebrated the 3rd Sunday of September. Host teaching sessions, rec-
ognize your educators, empower youth leaders, and explore new tools for ministry. Also, join the connectional 
Christian Education Department for the Thrive on Thursday teaching series every Thursday in September at 7pm 
EST. 

 

Lastly, we are calling on every congregation to join us in the 2025 Christian Education Sunday Offering! Will 
you help us achieve our goal of raising $30k to invest in the teaching ministry of the church? With 1,000 of our 
Christian Educators, conferences, districts, and local churches partnering with a $30 offering we can meet the 
mark. Your giving enables the Department to elevate faith formation programming, make investment in youth and 
young adult leadership development, and expand our scholarship giving to our students and emerging leaders. 
Thank you for being a champion for Christian Education! 

Together, let’s build a vibrant, Spirit-led culture of learning and Christian nurture across Zion. As you fan the 
flame of FRESH Fire, may God grant you wisdom, creativity, and boldness as you teach, lead, and serve. 

Have a blessed Christian Education Month! 

Rev. Patrick A. Barrett, II  General Secretary - Treasurer Christian Education Department A.M.E. Zion Church 

 



 

October 11, 2025 

9AM-12Noon 
Little Rock AME Zion 

Fellowship Hall 

You may receive your Covid-19, Hepatitis B, Tetanus, or Influenza  
Vaccine. Sign up Sheet on bookcases in the Hall. 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

You are invited to travel with the pastor and choir to: 

 Sunday, September 28—3PM                                              
Cameron Grove AME Zion Church, 309 Vernon St, Broadway, NC      

(8 seats remaining on second bus) 

 Tuesday, September 30—7PM                                            
Greater Bethel AME Church, 5232 The Plaza, Charlotte, NC 

 Tuesday, October 7—7PM                                                    
Faith Memorial Baptist Church, 211 Lakewood Avenue, Charlotte, NC 

 Wednesday, October 8—7PM                                                            
Marvin AME Zion Church 1525Crane Road, Waxhaw, NC 

  

 

Global Mission Sunday   Next Sunday, September 28, 2025 

All Missionaries are encour-

aged to wear white on next 

Sunday with Stoles during 

Morning Worship  in honor of 

Global Mission Sunday. Men 

may wear their stoles over a 

dark suit.  

Rev. Dr. Paula B. Blue                 

Missionary, President  



 

 

 

  

 

  The Assembly of Christian              
Educators ACE Scholarships 
Christian Education Department of the A. M. E. Zion 

Church 

The ACE Scholarship Committee is excited to announce 

the Save-the Date for the ACE Scholars Program for the 

2025 award cycle. The application is available now and 

will be awarded during the 2025 Elevate Winter Meet-

ing. 

There are three (3) scholarship categories available: 

1. Denison D. Garrett (Undergraduate/Technical/

Vocational Studies) - $2,000.00 

2. James W. Eichelberger (Graduate/Professional Stud-

ies) - $1,000.00 

3. George L. Blackwell (Seminary/Theological Studies) 

- $1,000.00 

The deadline to apply for the scholarship is October 15, 

2025 at 11:59 pm EDT. The applicant must meet all the 

qualifications to be considered for the award, which is 

completely online and can be accessed by the following 

      Sunday, September 28, 2025  

    

 Lesson: 4 

The Suffering Servant of  the 

Lord     

   

Devotional Reading 

 Matthew 12:14-21 

 

Background Scripture 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

Affirmation 

Yes, at time we mess up! But 

when we “fess”up, God is faithful 

to forgive us and God will still 

bless us.  

Celebrating Christian Education 

 Sunday 2025 
“FRESH Fire: Reclaiming the Past, Igniting the Future” 

Proposed Worship Service • Adapt as appropriate 
Today, September 21, 2025 

Thank you for all you do, CED. 

Mrs. Antoinette Cody, Local CED Director 



 



 Coming In October 

Debit Card Multi-purpose Room Sundays btw 10:00AM and 12:30PM 

Givelify APP www.givelify.com 

Paypal www.littlerockamezion.org Go to Online giving  (bottom of page). Click on TO GIVE 

SECURELY ONLINE PAYPAL (right side of page)      

Zelle Download Zelle App. 

Class Meetings 

Class #5  - Will meet in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, October 5th, after Morning Wor-

ship. Class Leader, Mr. Lynn Crump 

Class @2  -  Will meet in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, October 12th, after Morning Wor-

ship. Class Leader, Ms. Angela Aiken 

http://www.givelify.com
http://www.littlerockamezion.org


        Sunday, May 24, 2020 

      “Celebrating Excellence in Ministry” 

    This year we are asking every member to contribute to 

the Little Rock Day Celebration—$200.00 (adults); $25.00 (children under 18 years 

of age and college students). You are encouraged to raise your $200.00 by soliciting 

patrons, pay in installments and/or all at one time.  Our goal is $50,000.00 We real-

ize that these are tough times, so we ask that you do the very best you can.  Patron 

Lists WILL BE available in the office. 

  Mr. Robert Horsley, Chairperson 

Rev. Dwayne A. Walker, Pastor 

50,000 

45,000 

40,000 

35,000 

30,000 

25,000 

20,000 

Goal   $50,000.00 

Raised  $ 19,524.70 

  Needed       $ 30,475.30 

        Sunday, May 24, 2020 

      “Celebrating Excellence in Ministry” 

    This year we are asking every member to contribute to 

the Little Rock Day Celebration—$200.00 (adults); $25.00 (children under 18 years 

of age and college students). You are encouraged to raise your $200.00 by soliciting 

patrons, pay in installments and/or all at one time.  Our goal is $50,000.00 We real-

ize that these are tough times, so we ask that you do the very best you can.  Patron 

Lists WILL BE available in the office. 

  Mr. Robert Horsley, Chairperson 

Rev. Dwayne A. Walker, Pastor 

50,000 

45,000 

40,000 

35,000 

30,000 

25,000 

20,000 

Goal   $50,000.00 

Raised  $ 19,524.70 

  Needed       $ 30,475.30 

  

Little Rock A.M.E. Zion Church 

Dr. Derrill A. Blue, Pastor 

  

  

  

The Twelve Classes of  Little Rock 

Gilbert McRae, Leader of  Leaders 704-567-7588 

Class #13—New Members 

Class Number  Class Leader       Contact  Number 

Class #1        Dr. Sonya Campbell   704 858-4601 

Class #2       Angela Aiken     864 608-7158  

Class #3        Keith Powe              704 968-7353 

C-lass #4    Tasha Powell    704 605-9659   

Class #5        Lynn Crump    704  756-8762   

Class #6        Mary Davis    704 691-5448 

Class #7             Loretta Jefferson    704 651-1146 

Class #8       Stafford Mackey             704  898-3890 

Class #9       Rev. Deanna Michelle Courtney 704 281-1661 

Class #10        Chella Mills    980 353-6317 

Class #11        Glain Haynes Lewis   704 399-0581 

Class #12        Dr. Angelia Fryer   704 572-8517 
  

  

  

 

 



 

  

  

  

 

REV. DR. PAULA BLUE 

 ANTHONY REDFEARN 


