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It  is m y sincere delight  t o repor t  on t he past oral labors of  Lit t le Rock . 

This w il l  be m y f inal past oral repor t  of  m y 35 years as a past or  in The 

Afr ican Met hodist  Episcopal Zion Church. I cannot  adequat ely express 

how grat eful I am  t o Alm ight y God, m y fat her , Bishop George W.C. 

Walker , Sr ., Bishop George E. Bat t le, Jr ., and Bishop Dar ryl B. St arnes, 

Sr ., for  ent rust ing m e w it h t h is wonder ful oppor t unit y.

We have labored t oget her  for  alm ost  20 years! God has r ichly blessed 

our  t im e t oget her . We have celebrat ed high m om ent s and endured 

low  m om ent s t oget her . We have accom plished a great  deal t oget her , 

and we have weat hered som e rough st orm s t oget her . Toget her , God 

has seen us t hrough!

Because of  t he fact  t hat  t he General Conference would soon convene, 

I led t he congregat ion in organizing for  t he conference year  w it h just  

a few  slight  changes t o t he budget  and leadership. I am  scheduled t o 

serve as past or  unt i l  t he last  Sunday in Sept em ber . I shared w it h 

t hem  t he t hem e which would be our  focus, "We are One!"  f rom  Act s 

9:31. I know t hat  t he success we have enjoyed as past or  and people is 

because we have underst ood t he im por t ance of  cooperat ion and 

collaborat ion. We have leaned on one anot her  in t he past , and we 

should cont inue t o lean on one anot her  in t he fut ure.

Plans are now underway for  our  Annual Fam ily and Fr iends Weekend. 

We have a Cook Out  and Back  t o School Bash for  t he church and 

com m unit y on Sat urday, August  24t h, and our  Fam ily and Fr iends Day 

Service on Sunday m orning, August  25t h, w it h Dr . Claude A. Shuford, past or  of  Mount  Zion AME Zion Church, Mont gom ery, 

Alabam a, as our  guest  preacher . We w il l  have our  Fam ily Feast  fol low ing t he m orning service and our  Concer t  feat ur ing our  

Music Minist ry at  2 pm . Dur ing t he concer t , we w il l  honor  Dr . Wil l iam  S. Crowder  for  h is m any years of  service t o Lit t le Rock  as 

an organist  and form er  Minist er  of  Music. We are also planning our  141st  Church Anniversary, Sept em ber  8, 2024, w it h a 

t wo-day Revival feat ur ing Bishop W. Dar in Moore as our  Revivalist .

As usual, we cont inue t o m ake repairs and im provem ent s on our  facil i t y as t he need ar ises. Our  Worship services cont inue t o 

be a blessing t o all in at t endance. We t hank  God for  t he 10 persons who have unit ed w it h us dur ing t h is quar t er . Our  hear t s 

go out  t o t he fam il ies of  Mr . Cur t is Sinclair , Mrs. Wynet t e Gr ier , and Ms. Rashonda Wallace, who have exchanged labor  for  

reward.

May God cont inue t o bless t h is great  church w it h m ore success as we prepare t o receive our  new  past or . We pray for  Bishop 

St arnes as he select s t he person who w il l  lead Lit t le Rock  t o even great er  height s as we cont inue t o st r ive for  Excellence in 

Minist ry.

I praise God for  a wonder ful Adm inist rat ive and Minist er ial St af f . Ms. Glain Haynes Lew is is a hard-com m it t ed and loyal 

Adm inist rat ive Assist ant  who always goes above and beyond t he call of  dut y. We st i l l  m ourn t he loss of  our  Of f ice Assist ant , 

Ms. Gayle Tabron. We w il l  always rem em ber  her  fait hful service t o t h is m inist ry.

I am  so wonder fully blessed w it h a Minist er ial St af f  who always r ises t o t he occasion, as t hey have held up m y arm s, assist ing 

m e t o serve t he congregat ion. Each of  t hem  br ings t heir  unique gif t s t o t h is m inist ry.

Finally, I praise God for  m y w ife, Donna, m y daught ers, DeAndra, Dana, Daivene, and Deborah, as well as m y grandchildren, 

for  t heir  love and suppor t . I am  a blessed m an!

My prayers and best  w ishes w il l  always be of fered for  t h is great  church.

To God be t he Glory for  t he t h ings God has done.

Hum bly Subm it t ed,

Bishop Dwayne A. Walker , Past or

 FROM THE PASTOR
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A Joyous Celebrat ion of  Fait h and Service at  t he 19t h Lit t le Rock  Day

By Dianna Davis

Under  t he visionary leadership of  Rev. Dr . Dwayne A. Walker , Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. Zion Church celebrat ed 
t he 19t h Lit t le Rock  Day w it h an out pour ing of  fait h, fel lowship, and service f rom  May 14t h t o May 19t h, 
2024. The week-long celebrat ion was a t est am ent  t o our  church's unwaver ing com m it m ent  t o 
excellence in m inist ry, and it  was a blessing t o see so m any join in honor ing God?s work  in our  
com m unit y.

The fest ivit ies began w it h our  Spr ing Revival, led by t he est eem ed Bishop George D. Crenshaw, Presiding 
Prelat e of  t he Alabam a-Flor ida Episcopal Dist r ict  of  t he A.M.E. Zion Church. Held f rom  May 14t h t o May 
16t h, Bishop Crenshaw ?s power ful m essages each evening reinvigorat ed our  spir it s, call ing us t o a 
deeper  walk  of  fait h and service.

Sat urday, May 18t h, m arked a special m om ent  as we gat hered for  t he Excellence in Minist ry Awards 
Luncheon. This event  celebrat ed t he hear t  and soul of  Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. Zion Church? t he dedicat ed 
individuals whose service has m ade an indelible im pact  on our  m inist ry. Their  self less com m it m ent  was 
recognized, and t he luncheon served as a beaut ifu l rem inder  of  t he st rengt h found in service t o ot hers.

The celebrat ion culm inat ed on Sunday, May 19t h, w it h our  Lit t le Rock  Day Worship Service, feat ur ing 
t he inspir ing Bishop Dennis V. Proct or , Presiding Prelat e of  t he Nor t heast  Episcopal Dist r ict . Bishop 
Proct or  delivered an uplif t ing serm on t hat  challenged and encouraged us t o cont inue our  m ission of  
fait h and service. The at m osphere was f i l led w it h joy, m usic, and hear t felt  worship as we ref lect ed on 
t he 19 years of  blessings and grow t h.

We ext end our  deepest  grat it ude t o Reverend Belinda Aust in, t he 19t h Lit t le Rock  Day General 
Chairperson, for  her  leadership in organizing t h is m om ent ous occasion. To all who at t ended and 
cont r ibut ed, we are t hank ful for  your  suppor t  and par t icipat ion.

As we look  forward t o t he fut ure, m ay we cont inue t o walk  in fait h, serve our  com m unit y, and glor ify 
God in all t hat  we do.
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Phot os by Anika Robinson

Bishop George D. Crenshaw

Bishop Dennis V. Proct or
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HERITAGE WEEKEND

Excellence in Minist ry Award Honorees

Mrs. Ant oinet t e Cody, Mrs. Cynt hia Mackey, Mrs. Mary Davis, Ms. Sandra J. Lee, and Mr . Lar ry Aust in  
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19TH ANNUAL LITTLE ROCK DAY

Lit t le Rock  Day Com m it t ee

General Chairperson: Mrs. Belinda Aust in
Mem bers: Ms. Ant oinet t e Cody, Ms. Rhonda Nelson, Mrs. Racquel Lint on, Mrs. Kay Frazier , Ms. Mar issa Mackey, Ms. 
Glain Lew is, Mrs. Dianna Davis, Mrs. Narcissus Lowery, Mr . Ronald Nelson, Mr . Gilber t  McRae, Mr . St af ford Mackey

Lit t le Rock  Day Awards Luncheon
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A Hist or ic Mom ent  of  Com passion: Lit t le Rock  and Liber ian Minist r ies Unit e 

by Linda Kennedy

Today m arks a hist or ic m om ent  of  solidar it y and com passion as Lit t le Rock  Heaven's St orehouse Minist ry, 
St reet  Minist ry, and Lit t le Rock  A.M.E Zion Church have joined hands t o suppor t  t he Light  of  Word 
Int ernat ional Minist r ies in Liber ia, West  Af r ica. Under  t he visionary leadership of  Past or  Lazarus Culee Sum o, 
t h is collaborat ion exem plif ies t he power  of  unit y and service across borders.

Tam ia Manubah El and his w ife, Jahm ay Manubah El, represent ing t he Liber ian church, grat efully received 
generous donat ions of  clot hes and shoes. These essent ial supplies, gat hered and sent  w it h love, w il l  aid 
fam il ies and individuals in need in Liber ia, providing not  only physical com for t  but  also hope for  a br ight er  
fut ure.

This char it able act  would not  have been possible w it hout  t he dedicat ion of  our  com m unit y leaders, Ron Met z 
and Michael Washingt on. Their  unwaver ing guidance has been inst rum ent al in m ak ing t h is ef for t  a realit y. A 
special hear t felt  t hank  you also goes t o Past or  Dr . Dwayne Ant hony Walker  of  Lit t le Rock  A.M.E Zion Church for  
spearheading t h is im pact fu l project , dem onst rat ing what  is possible when fait h and act ion unit e.

As t hese m inist r ies cont inue t o work  t oget her , t hey rem ind us all of  t he im por t ance of  com passion and 
suppor t . Toget her , we can cont inue t o m ake a dif ference and spread love and hope across borders. This is just  
t he beginning of  a journey t oward creat ing a wor ld where no one is lef t  behind.
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PASTOR'S APPRECIATION 

Phot os by Anika Robinson

On Sunday, June 23, 2024, Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. Zion Church celebrat ed 
our  Past or , Rev. Dr . Dwayne Walker , and t he First  Fam ily for  19 years 
of  service. A Past or ?s Appreciat ion Recept ion was held and m any 
expressions of  k indness and love were shown t hrough m onet ary gif t s 
and cards f rom  church m em bers and f r iends. We t hank  Rev. Dr . 
Walker  for  h is leadership and dedicat ion t hroughout  t he years!
To God be t he glory for  all of  t he wonder ful t h ings He has done! Mrs. 

Carol St anley, 

Past or 's Aide Societ y Direct or
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 STREET MINISTRY PRAYER WALK 

We celebrat ed four  of  our  rem arkable graduat es t h is year . Our  high school graduat es are Sebr ina 
Washingt on, who w il l  be at t ending t he Universit y of  Sout h Carolina Lancast er , and Mar lon Mar t in, who is 
headed t o Nor t h Carolina Agr icult ural & Technical St at e Universit y t o pursue a B.A. in Liberal St udies. 
Jordan McKinney, a college graduat e, earned his B.S. in Com put er  Inform at ion Syst em s f rom  Livingst one 
College.

Alt hough t wo of  our  graduat es were unable t o at t end t he celebrat ion, each one received t he great est  gif t  
t heir  church could provide? t he WORD.

On Sunday, June 9, at  Lit t le Rock  AME Zion Church, we observed Children?s 
Day and Graduat e Sunday. Two of  our  children, Kam ar ia Mobley and Bryant  
Bouleware, Jr ., par t icipat ed in t he l i t urgy for  t he m orning service. 

Ant oinet t e Cody

Chr ist ian Educat ion Direct or  

Phot os by Anika Robinson
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On July 7, 2024, seven new Deaconesses (Mrs. Angela Caldwell, Ms. Mary Davis, Mrs. Carol St aley, Mrs. Meloney Looper , 
Mrs. Kim  Johnson, Mrs. Jada Goodw in, and Mrs. Eloise Cum m ins) were consecrat ed dur ing Worship Service Lit t le Rock . 
This Consecrat ion Cerem ony was held dur ing Worship Service. Past or  Walker  direct ed t he Consecrat ion Cerem ony.

The sanct uary was f i l led w it h joy and reverence as church m em bers, f r iends, and fam ily gat hered t o w it ness t h is sacred 
occasion. The congregat ion joined in prayer  and song, l i f t ing t he new deaconesses and ask ing for  God's blessings upon 
t heir  m inist ry.

A recept ion was held im m ediat ely fol low ing m orning worship where at t endees congrat ulat ed t he new deaconesses and 
enjoyed ref reshm ent s. The event  was a profound rem inder  of  t he st rengt h and dedicat ion w it h in t he Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. 
Zion Church Fam ily.

Congrat ulat ions t o all t he new ly consecrat ed deaconesses!

By Linda Kennedy 

Phot os By Linda Kennedy and Anika Robinson 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

This year ?s Vacat ion Bible School (VBS) at  Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. Zion 
Church was a t rem endous success, draw ing in a large and ent husiast ic 
group of  children, yout h, and adult s f rom  bot h t he church and t he 
sur rounding com m unit y. The well-at t ended event  was f i l led w it h 
engaging Bible lessons, excit ing act ivit ies, and power ful worship 
m om ent s t hat  inspired par t icipant s of  al l ages.

Each day was f i l led w it h oppor t unit ies for  learning and spir it ual 
grow t h, as dedicat ed t eachers and volunt eers shared God?s Word 
t hrough int eract ive lessons, craf t s, m usic, and gam es. The joy and 
energy of  t he children were cont agious, and it  was clear  t hat  t hey lef t  
w it h a deeper  underst anding of  t heir  fait h and a sense of  com m unit y.

We are grat eful t o everyone who cont r ibut ed t o m ak ing t h is year ?s 
VBS a m em orable and im pact fu l exper ience. The church is already 
look ing forward t o next  year ?s event , conf ident  t hat  t he seeds plant ed 
in t he hear t s of  al l who at t ended w il l  cont inue t o grow.
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 WOMEN'S  MINISTRY CELEBRATIONS VOL. 14, NO. 3 FEBRUARY 2024 - APRIL 2024

INAUGURAL WOMEN'S CONFERENCE
?Sist erhood Toget her  We Can? !
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 ANNUAL USHERS' PROGRAM

Lit t le Rock?s Ter r it ory Expands Under  Walker

By G. Joyner -Johnson 

(And Jabez called on t he God of  Israel, saying, ?Oh, t hat  You would bless m e indeed, and enlarge 
m y t er r it ory, t hat  Your  hand would be w it h m e, and t hat  You would keep m e f rom  evil, t hat  I m ay 
not  cause pain!? So God grant ed him  what  he request ed.) 1 Chronicles 4:10

Upon his appoint m ent  as past or  of  t he Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. Zion Church, Char lot t e, NC, Dr . Dwayne 
Ant hony Walker  ar r ived at  t he church st ruct ure built  in 1981 under  t he leadership of  Rev. Dr . 
Wil l iam  Whit e. It  was Sept em ber  2005, and t he st ruct ure cont ained t he 1,000+-seat  sanct uary, an 
educat ion w ing, and a fellowship hall. Locat ed in upt own Char lot t e, i t  was bordered by 7t h and 8t h 
St reet s and Nor t h McDowell St reet . The rear  church park ing lot  was bordered by Nor t h Myers 
St reet , which ended at  t he Afr ican-Am er ican Museum  of  Hist ory and Cult ure, t he form er  hom e of  
Lit t le Rock  Church.

This red br ick  edif ice was built  in 1911 under  Rev. Douglas, who served as t he past or  of  Lit t le Rock  
at  t hat  t im e. Af t er  t he congregat ion m oved across t he park ing lot  t o t he cur rent  locat ion in 1981, 
t he ?old? Lit t le Rock  Church building was sold t o t he cit y of  Char lot t e and becam e t he 
Afr ican-Am er ican Museum  of  Ar t s and Cult ure. The cit y used t h is st ruct ure unt i l  t he com plet ion of  
t he Harvey Gant t  Museum  of  Af r ican-Am er ican Hist ory and Cult ure, at  which point  al l ar t  and 
ar t ifact s were m oved t o t he locat ion on Mint  St reet .

Dr . Walker  and t he Trust ees of  Lit t le Rock , w it h t he approval of  t he m em bership, negot iat ed w it h 
t he cit y t o buy back  t he 1911 st ruct ure (?old? Lit t le Rock  Church). This was accom plished, and t he 
m or t gage was burned in 2009, t ransform ing it  int o t he Lit t le Rock  Cult ural Cent er .

Shor t ly af t er  t h is acquisit ion, Dr . Walker  envisioned fur t her  grow ing t he Lit t le Rock  cam pus while 
addressing t he ser ious problem  of  hom elessness in t he cit y. Adjacent  t o t he Lit t le Rock  Cult ural 
Cent er  was a lot  owned by t he cit y but  not  being used. Wit h t he suppor t  of  t he of f icers and 
m em bers of  Lit t le Rock , Dr . Walker  proposed t hat  t he cit y donat e t he land t o Lit t le Rock  t o build 
af fordable housing. Af t er  st rong negot iat ions, t he cit y council agreed, and t he deed t o t he land 
changed hands. A developer  and funding were acquired, and in Apr i l  2024, t he r ibbon-cut t ing 
cerem ony was held in t he cour t yard of  t he Var ick  on 7t h, a 105-unit  apar t m ent  building (53 unit s 
designat ed af fordable) adjacent  t o t he Lit t le Rock  Cult ural Cent er . The west ern border  of  Var ick  
on 7t h is N. Alexander  St reet .

Since Dr . Walker  ar r ived as t he past or  in 2005, t he Lit t le Rock  cam pus has grown t o include t wo 
addit ional buildings, and t he congregat ion has grown spir it ually, num er ically, and physically, 
enlarging Zion?s t er r it ory in upt own Char lot t e, NC. Wit h God?s guidance, a car ing hear t , and t he 
com prehensive vision of  a leader , he has surely led God?s people t o higher  height s in t he 
com m unit y w it h t he pract ice of  ?Excellence in Minist ry.?
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By Nat han Rober t s

Rev. Dr . Dwayne Ant hony Walker  m arks a signif icant  
m ilest one as he celebrat es his 20t h year  of  service at  Lit t le 
Rock  A.M.E. Zion Church. From  answer ing t he call t o preach 
t o enroll ing at  Wesley Theological Sem inary in Washingt on, 
D.C., h is journey has been not hing shor t  of  inspirat ional. 
Dur ing his t im e as a st udent , Rev. Dr . Walker  displayed 
st rong leadership qualit ies, serving as Assist ant  Past or  for  
Yout h and Young Adult  Minist ry at  John Wesley A.M.E. Zion 
Church.

As t he congregat ion com m em orat es t h is m om ent ous 
occasion, t hey ref lect  on t he im pact  Rev. Dr . Walker  has 
had on t he com m unit y and t he l ives he has t ouched over  
t he past  t wo decades. His dedicat ion t o spreading t he 
m essage of  fait h and com passion has lef t  a last ing legacy 
w it h in t he walls of  Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. Zion Church.

Having served t irelessly in his role, Rev. Dr . Walker 's 
com m it m ent  t o t he church's m ission and values has been 
unwaver ing. His abil i t y t o connect  w it h t he yout h and 
young adult s has been par t icular ly not ewor t hy, fost er ing a 
welcom ing and inclusive environm ent  for  all m em bers of  
t he congregat ion.

The leadership of  Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. Zion Church 
acknow ledges Rev. Dr . Walker 's out st anding cont r ibut ions 
and t he posit ive inf luence he has had on t he spir it ual 
grow t h of  t he church com m unit y. His 20 years of  service 
exem plify a st eadfast  com m it m ent  t o fait h, service, and 
t he t eachings of  t he church.

Look ing ahead, Rev. Dr . Walker  has announced t hat  in 2024 
he w il l  be a candidat e t o becom e Bishop in t he Afr ican 
Met hodist  Episcopal Zion Church at  i t s wor ldw ide 
denom inat ional elect ions. Wit h his exper ience and vision, 
Rev. Dr . Walker  is well-posit ioned t o provide exem plary 
leadership at  t he denom inat ional level i f  elect ed. The Lit t le 
Rock  A.M.E. Zion congregat ion of fers Rev. Dr . Walker  it s fu l l  
suppor t  in prayer  as he seeks t o answer  God's call.
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By Nat han Rober t s 

What  an unforget t able weekend! On August  24-25, Lit t le Rock  AME Zion Church cam e alive w it h joy and 
com m unit y spir it . We celebrat ed our  Fam ily and Fr iends Weekend w it h an ar ray of  excit ing act ivit ies t hat  
brought  everyone t oget her . The air  was f i l led w it h t he delicious arom a of  f r ied f ish as our  culinary m inist ry 
served up plat es of  cr ispy goodness.  And let ?s not  forget  about  t he jum py house and gam es t hat  had 
everyone laughing and playing.

We also had a book  bag and school supply giveaway, ensur ing our  k ids are ready t o t ack le t he upcom ing 
school year . We are t hr i l led t o announce t hat  over  200 book  bags were given away, each f i l led w it h essent ial 
school supplies. 

Phot os By Anika Robinson
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Guest  Preacher  Dr . Claude A. Shuford, Past or  of  Mt . Zion A.M.E. Zion Church in Mont gom ery, 
Alabam a, delivered a power ful m essage. His serm on was t he highlight  of  our  Fam ily and Fr iends 
Weekend.

Dr . Shuford spoke about  t he im por t ance of  fait h and perseverance. He em phasized t hat  " fait h is 
not  just  about  believing, but  about  t rust ing God t hrough every challenge."  His words resonat ed 
deeply w it h our  m em bers.

The congregat ion was m oved by his m essage, leaving t he service uplif t ed and encouraged. Dr . 
Shuford rem inded us t hat , no m at t er  t he circum st ances, we need t o hold st eadfast  t o our  fait h.

"When we walk  in fait h, we walk  in vict ory,"  he declared, ignit ing a wave of  "Am ens"  t hroughout  
t he church.

Dr . Claude A. Shuford
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Follow ing t he brunch, church m em bers, f r iends, and 
fam ily gat hered for  an af t ernoon f i l led w it h power ful 
m inist ry t hrough m usic. The Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. Zion Men?s 
Choir , under  t he direct ion of  Mrs. Frances McClain, 
opened t he concer t  w it h hear t felt  per form ances t hat  set  
a reverent  and joyful t one for  t he event .

Their  st ir r ing harm onies were followed by t he inspir ing 
voices of  t he yout h and adult  choirs, under  t he sk il l fu l 
leadership of  Mr . Sid Oliver , who brought  t oget her  
generat ions t o praise t hrough song. The choirs not  only 

uplif t ed spir it s but  also cont r ibut ed t o t he worship service by creat ing a spir it ual at m osphere where hear t s 
were opened, and t he congregat ion was unit ed in praise and worship.

Each choir ?s cont r ibut ion t o t he service was a rem inder  of  t he power  of  m usic t o deepen our  connect ion w it h 
God, of fer ing a beaut ifu l expression of  fait h t hat  t ouched every soul present . The concer t  was a t rue 
celebrat ion of  fel lowship, m usic, and t he endur ing power  of  m inist ry.

Lit t le Rock  Yout h Choir Lit t le Rock  Adult  Choir

Our  Culinary Minist ry, led by Mrs. Mat t ie Klut z and Ms. St ephanie Hines out did t hem selves yet  again w it h a 
scrum pt ious brunch t hat  lef t  everyone t alk ing!

The m enu was a delight fu l m ix of  com for t  foods and healt hy opt ions. Mem bers raved about  t he t urkey, f r ied 
chicken, and t he ever -popular  greens. Not  t o 
m ent ion t he f resh f ru it  plat t ers and yogur t  par fait s 
t hat  added a ref reshing t ouch t o t he m eal.

"Those shr im p and gr it s were t o die for !"  exclaim ed 
Sist er  Mary. Brot her  John couldn't  get  enough of  
t he pancakes, saying, "The best  I've ever  had!"

The at m osphere was warm  and invit ing, per fect  for  
fel lowship and good conversat ion. The arom a of  
f reshly brewed cof fee f i l led t he air , m ak ing it  a cozy 
and delight fu l exper ience for  all.
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Photos by Linda Kennedy

Lit t le Rock  Men's Choir
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Phot os by Anika Robinson

Our  Fr iends and Fam ily Weekend services cam e t o a hear t felt  
conclusion as we honored Dr . Wil l iam  S. Crowder  for  h is m any 
years of  dedicat ed m usical service t o bot h our  church and t he 
broader  com m unit y. Mem bers f rom  across t he com m unit y and t he 
A.M.E. Zion Church fam ily gat hered t o share in t h is special 
recognit ion, celebrat ing t he last ing im pact  Dr . Crowder  has m ade 
t hrough his passion and com m it m ent  t o m inist ry t hrough m usic.

The joy and adm irat ion felt  by all were undeniable, and his loving 
fam ily could not  have been prouder . This recognit ion was a 
t est am ent  t o t he inf luence of  Dr . Crowder ?s m usical legacy, which 
has t ouched count less l ives, uplif t ed our  worship, and 
st rengt hened t he bonds of  fel lowship w it h in t he church. We are 
t ru ly blessed t o have had t he pr ivi lege of  celebrat ing his 
rem arkable cont r ibut ions and look  forward t o t he m any ways his 
inf luence w il l  cont inue t o resonat e for  years t o com e.

Dr . Wil l iam  S. Crowder , Sarah Crowder , and Fam ily

Dr .  Wil l iam  S. Crowder   
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MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT

Phot os by Anika Robinson

Celebrat ing t he Legacy of  Form er  First  Lady Mrs. 
Geneva Walker  

By Dianna Davis

In 2005, upon her  ar r ival as t he First  Lady of  Lit t le 
Rock  A.M.E. Zion Church, our  beloved Mrs. Geneva 
Walker  envisioned som et hing ext raordinary? a 
l i t urgical dance m inist ry t hat  would enr ich t he 
spir it ual exper ience of  our  congregat ion. Guided 
by her  fait h and passion, she quick ly brought  t h is 
vision t o l i fe, form ing an adult  l i t urgical dance 
m inist ry t hat  capt ured t he hear t s of  al l who 
w it nessed it .

Recognizing t he pot ent ial for  t h is m inist ry t o 
inspire fut ure generat ions, 

Mrs. Walker  expanded her  ef for t s t o include bot h yout h and young adult s, ensur ing t hat  people of  al l ages 
could express t heir  fait h t hrough t he beaut y of  dance. Her  vision was one t hat  t ranscended age, speak ing 
direct ly t o t he soul, and it  cont inues t o bless our  church com m unit y in profound ways.

Today, decades lat er , her  legacy l ives on. The l i t urgical dance m inist ry rem ains a vibrant  par t  of  our  
worship, t ouching hear t s and elevat ing our  collect ive worship exper ience. Wit h t he dedicat ion and 
com m it m ent  of  i t s m em bers, we look  forward t o m any m ore years of  m inist ry inspired by Mrs. Walker 's 
or iginal vision.

There are cur rent ly children, young adult s and adult  m em bers involved in t he dance m inist ry, cont inuing 
t o build upon t he foundat ion laid by Mrs. Walker . We are deeply grat eful for  her  cont r ibut ion, which has 
and w il l  cont inue t o br ing glory t o God for  generat ions t o com e.

Let  us cont inue t o suppor t  and pray for  t he grow t h and success of  t h is power ful m inist ry, as it  rem ains an 
int egral par t  of  our  worship at  Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. Zion Church.

Adult  Lit urgical Dance Minist ry

Yout h Lit urgical Dance Minist ry
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BISHOP DWAYNE A. WALKER

PRESIDING PRELATE OF THE ALABAMA/FLORIDA 
EPISCOPAL DISTRICT 

MRS. DONNA SMITH WALKER

MISSIONARY SUPERVISOR
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BISHOP DWAYNE A. WALKER

In a denom inat ion known for  it s t rai lblazing hist ory, Bishop Dwayne A. Walker  represent s a new generat ion 
of  leadership in t he Afr ican Met hodist  Episcopal Zion Church. As t he 111t h Elect ed and Consecrat ed Bishop 
of  t he A.M.E. Zion Church, Bishop Dwayne A. Walker  now  presides over  t he Alabam a-Flor ida Episcopal 
Dist r ict , br inging w it h him  a wealt h of  exper ience and a com pell ing vision for  t he fut ure. His journey t o t h is 
m om ent  is a t est am ent  t o t he endur ing spir it  of  a church born f rom  t he st ruggle for  racial equalit y.

The A.M.E. Zion Church t races it s root s back  t o 1796, when a group of  Af r ican Am er icans in New York  Cit y, 
dissat isf ied w it h t he racial discr im inat ion t hey faced in t he John St reet  Met hodist  Church, decided t o form  
t heir  own congregat ion. This act  of  def iance and det erm inat ion becam e t he foundat ion of  a denom inat ion 
t hat  has consist ent ly played a pivot al role in t he f ight  for  civi l  r ight s and social just ice. Over  t he cent ur ies, 
t he A.M.E. Zion Church has weat hered m any st orm s, f rom  t he challenges of  t he Great  Migrat ion t o t he 
upheavals of  t he Civil Right s era. Through it  al l , t he church has rem ained a st eadfast  beacon of  hope and a 
power ful voice for  t he m arginalized.

Bishop Dwayne A. Walker 's pat h t o t he bishopr ic ref lect s t he sam e com m it m ent  t o service and leadership 
t hat  has def ined t he A.M.E. Zion Church f rom  it s incept ion. A nat ive of  Rock  Hil l , Sout h Carolina, Bishop 
Dwayne A. Walker  was called t o t he m inist ry at  a young age. He pursued his t heological educat ion at  Wesley 
Theological Sem inary in Washingt on, D.C., where he served as Assist ant  Past or  while st i l l  a st udent . His 
dedicat ion and pot ent ial were quick ly recognized, leading t o his appoint m ent  as Past or  of  Met ropolit an 
A.M.E. Zion Church in Det roit , Michigan, upon his graduat ion. Over  t he years, Bishop Dwayne A. Walker  has 
cont inued t o answer  t he call t o serve, leading congregat ions in Indianapolis and Char lot t e, Nor t h Carolina. 
His m inist ry has been m arked by a passion for  com m unit y engagem ent , spir it ual grow t h, and social 
t ransform at ion.

In 2024,Bishop Dwayne A. Walker  feels a new call ? t o t he of f ice of  Bishop in t he A.M.E. Zion Church. His 
candidacy was m et  w it h w idespread suppor t , ref lect ing t he respect  and adm irat ion he has earned 
t hroughout  t he denom inat ion. His elect ion as t he 111t h Bishop of  t he A.M.E. Zion Church is a t est am ent  t o 
his leadership sk il ls, h is t heological dept h, and his unwaver ing com m it m ent  t o t he m ission and values of  
t he church.

As Bishop of  t he Alabam a-Flor ida Episcopal Dist r ict ,Bishop Dwayne A. Walker  now  oversees a diverse region 
encom passing vibrant  urban cent ers and rural com m unit ies. His vision for  t he dist r ict  is root ed in t he 
hist or ic m ission of  t he A.M.E. Zion Church ? t o love God w it h all one's hear t , soul, and m ind, and t o love 
one's neighbor  as oneself . He is com m it t ed t o st rengt hening t he bonds of  fel lowship am ong t he churches of  
t he dist r ict , nur t ur ing t he spir it ual grow t h of  t he lait y and clergy, and equipping t he church t o be a 
t ransform at ive presence in t he wor ld.

Bishop Dwayne A. Walker 's leadership com es at  a t im e when t he A.M.E. Zion Church, l ike m any ot her  
m ainline denom inat ions, faces t he challenges of  changing dem ographics and evolving social norm s. Yet , he 
rem ains undaunt ed, draw ing on t he resil ient  spir it  of  h is forebears in t he fait h. He knows t hat  t he church 
has always been at  i t s best  when it  has been a prophet ic voice for  just ice and a beacon of  hope in t he face 
of  adversit y. As he of t en says, "God is glor if ied, Jesus is m agnif ied, people are edif ied, fait h is for t if ied, and 
m inist ry is m ult ipl ied."

In Bishop Dwayne A. Walker , t he A.M.E. Zion Church has a bishop who em bodies it s r ich her it age and looks 
boldly t oward it s fut ure. His l i fe and m inist ry are a t est am ent  t o t he power  of  fait h t o t ransform  lives and t o 
change t he wor ld. As he leads t he Alabam a-Flor ida Episcopal Dist r ict , he car r ies w it h him  t he prayers and 
dream s of  t he ent ire denom inat ion, and t he hope t hat  t hrough t he grace of  God, t he A.M.E. Zion Church w il l  
cont inue t o be a l ight  shining in t he darkness, guiding generat ions t o com e.

Bishop Dwayne A. Walker  Em bodies t he Resil ient  Spir it  of  t he A.M.E. Zion Church
By Nat han Rober t s
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TUNE IN WITH OUR

VIRTUAL LINKS

FACEBOOK  -  YOUTUBE  -  WEBSITE

Lit t le Rock  A. M. E. Zion Church Public Relat ions Minist ry 

Dianna Davis, Direct or

Mem bers 

Reverend Diane Com m ander , Glor ia Joyner

Nat han Rober t s, Linda Kennedy, Carol St aley

Lisa Fuller , Rondah Nelson, Donnie Henderson, 

Sharelle Bur t  

About  The Past or Minist er ial St af f Our  Hist ory Cont act  Us

l i t t lerockam ezpr@gm ail.com

EVERY WEDNESDAY 7PM
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CHRISTIAN INVITATIONS

Graphic Designs by

Rev. Lea'Vee Jordan

Sanct uary Designs

TO GOD BE THE GLORY 

Twelve individuals who successfully com plet ed t he New Mem bers Class 
were conf irm ed as t he newest  m em bers of  Lit t le Rock  A.M.E. Zion Church.

https://www.facebook.com/LittleRockAMEZion
https://www.youtube.com/@littlerocka.m.e.zionchurch2055
https://littlerockamezion.org/
https://littlerockamezion.org/about-our-pastor
https://littlerockamezion.org/about-our-pastor
https://littlerockamezion.org/about-our-pastor
https://littlerockamezion.org/ministerial-staff
https://littlerockamezion.org/ministerial-staff
https://littlerockamezion.org/calendar-of-events
https://littlerockamezion.org/our-history
https://littlerockamezion.org/our-history
https://littlerockamezion.org/calendar-of-events
https://littlerockamezion.org/contact
https://littlerockamezion.org/contact
mailto:ittlerockamezpr@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/leavee.jordanpatterson
https://www.facebook.com/leavee.jordanpatterson
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