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The National Shrine
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Designated by the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops as a National Sanctuary of
Prayer and Pilgrimage, this great Basilica is our
nation's preeminent Marian shrine, dedicated
to the patroness of the United States, the
Blessed Virgin Mary under her title of the
Immaculate Conception.

This patronal church is home to more than 80
chapels and oratories that honor the Mother of
God and represent the peoples, cultures, and
traditions that are the fabric of the Catholic faith
and mosaic of our nation. It is no wonder why it
is affectionately referred to as America’s
Catholic Church.

The National Shrine, also known as Mary's
Shrine, receives nearly one million visitors
annually and has been visited by Pope Francis,
Pope Benedict XVI, Saint Pope

John Paul I, and Saint Mother Teresa of
Calcutta, among others.

The Diocesan Jubilee Commirtiee
has secur passenger buses
that will depart om Various

areas around the diocese:

Altoona Area
Ebensburg Area
Johnstown Area
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