THE TALE OF TWO CITIES

Jerusalem and Babylon in Biblical Prophecy: The Ultimate Evolution of the
True Church

INTRODUCTION: THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE SPIRIT

Throughout the tapestry of biblical prophecy, certain geographical locations transcend their
literal boundaries to represent cosmic, spiritual realities. Chief among these is Jerusalem. While
historically an earthly citadel, prophetic scripture consistently utilizes Jerusalem as a type,
shadow, and architectural blueprint for the corporate body of God's chosen people—the true,
ultimate Church. In the overarching narrative of scripture, the destiny of this city is intertwined
with the ultimate assembly of the redeemed, reaching its numerical and character climax in the
prophetic 144,000. To fully comprehend this divine structure, one must examine not only
Jerusalem's idealized state but also its historical and prophetic failures, contrasting the
'adulterous Jerusalem' (the apostate church) with the 'Holy Jerusalem' (the pure church), which
ultimately squares off in an apocalyptic duel against Babylon the Great.

I. THE TRIPARTITE REALITY OF PROPHETIC JERUSALEM

To accurately decode the prophecies concerning Jerusalem, scripture outlines three distinct
dimensions of its identity. First, the literal, historical city that underwent earthly judgments.
Second, the present spiritual church, and third, the future glorified church in eternity. The
transition from physical real estate to spiritual identity is made explicit in the New Testament.
The Apostle Paul asserts in Galatians 4:26, 'But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the
mother of us all,' thereby establishing that the true birthplace and nurturing source of the
believer is not an earthly kingdom, but a heavenly, spiritual assembly.

This heavenly identity is further defined in Hebrews 12:22-23: 'But ye are come unto mount
Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable
company of angels, To the general assembly and church of the firstborn...' Here, the author
explicitly connects 'heavenly Jerusalem' with the 'church of the firstborn.' It is a living, corporate
structure rather than physical masonry.

Il. THE ANATOMY OF SPIRITUAL ADULTERY AND THE REMNANT

The prophets did not hold back when the visible, institutional structure of God's people fell into
compromise. In prophetic symbolism, a woman represents a church organization—a faithful
woman represents a pure church, while a harlot represents an apostate system. Isaiah laments
this tragic transformation in Isaiah 1:21-22: 'How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was full



of judgment; righteousness lodged in it; but now murderers. Thy silver is become dross, thy
wine mixed with water.' This 'silver becoming dross' and 'wine mixed with water' represents the
systematic dilution of truth and the dangerous blending of the holy with worldly paganism.

The prophet Ezekiel provides a highly graphic depiction of this institutional betrayal, stating in
Ezekiel 16:32, 'But as a wife that committeth adultery, which taketh strangers instead of her
husband!' and in Ezekiel 23:4, explicitly names Jerusalem as 'Aholibah,' the epitome of spiritual
treason. Spiritual adultery occurs when an organization claiming allegiance to God forms illicit
alliances with worldly political powers to secure authority.

However, God's plan always accounts for a purification process. Isaiah 1:26 promises a
restoration: 'afterward thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful city.' This
purification requires a radical sifting. Zephaniah 3:1-4 denounces the corrupt corporate
structure where 'her prophets are light and treacherous persons: her priests have polluted the
sanctuary, they have done violence to the law.' Yet, immediately following this denunciation,
Zephaniah 3:12-13 reveals the extraction of a pure group: 'l will also leave in the midst of thee
an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the Lord. The remnant of Israel
shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth.'
This description perfectly parallels the character of the final 144,000 detailed in Revelation 14:5:
'And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God."'
The ultimate Church emerges out of the shaking and collapse of the apostate institutional
structure.

lll. APOCALYPSE REALIZED: THE BRIDE VS. THE HARLOT

The Book of Revelation takes these Old Testament themes and structures them into an intense,
apocalyptic clash of two symbolic cities: Babylon the Great (the corporate apostate church) and
the New Jerusalem (the pure, ultimate Church). John the Revelator uses identical literary
framing to introduce both, highlighting their complete opposition across every imaginable

dimension.

Prophetic Feature Babylon the Great New Jerusalem (True
(Apostate Church) Ultimate Church)
Visionary Introduction Seen in a barren spiritual Viewed from a great and
wilderness (Rev 17:3). high spiritual mountain (Rev
21:10).
Apparel & Adornment Arrayed in purple and clothed in pure white linen;

scarlet; externally decked structurally composed of



with gold, precious stones, pure gold, jasper, and pearl

and pearls (Rev 17:4). gates (Rev 21:18, 21).
Alliances & Authority Commits fornication with Exclusively betrothed and

the kings of the earth; rides faithful to the Lamb as a

upon and controls the prepared bride (Rev 21:2).

political beast (Rev 17:2).

Forehead Inscription Carries a name of Citizens and the 144,000
blasphemy and confusion: carry 'his Father's name
'MYSTERY, BABYLON THE written in their foreheads'
GREAT' (Rev 17:5). (Rev 14:1, 22:4).

Ultimate Destiny Burned entirely with fire, Descends from God out of
collapsing into absolute heaven to endure as an
desolation (Rev 18:8). eternal, undisturbed

habitation (Rev 21:2, Isa
33:20).

IV. THE FLUID CONFLICT: THE WINE VS. THE RIVER OF LIFE

The battle for the minds of humanity is further illustrated by the opposing fluids offered by each
city. Babylon operates through clandestine seduction, utilizing 'the wine of her fornication'
(Revelation 17:2, 18:3) to intoxicate the nations. In biblical prophecy, wine represents doctrine.
Babylon's wine is a toxic concoction of human traditions prioritized over scripture, church-state
alliances that abuse civil law, and counterfeit worship styles adapted from paganism. The
psychological effect of this wine is absolute spiritual impairment; it distorts spiritual reality,
rendering its victims unable to separate truth from structural falsehood.

Conversely, the New Jerusalem features a totally open, dynamic, and unadulterated source of
life described in Revelation 22:1: 'And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.' This crystal river represents
absolute truth—the uncompromised Word of God—and the pure outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
As Christ declared in John 7:38, living water represents the Spirit given to those who believe.
This river does not flow from human hierarchies, ecclesiastical councils, or synods; it flows
directly from the Throne of God. It brings complete illumination, sobriety, and eternal vitality.

The 144,000 are explicitly defined by their total rejection of Babylon's intoxicating fluid.
Revelation 14:4 states, 'These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins.
Because they refused to drink from the deceptive cups of the apostate 'woman' or her daughter



systems, they preserved their spiritual chastity. By drinking exclusively from the crystal river of
God's unadulterated truth, they are transformed directly into its likeness. Their character
reflects the purity of the river: 'And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault
before the throne of God' (Revelation 14:5).

CONCLUSION: THE TRIUMPH OF THE BRIDE

Ultimately, the prophetic scriptures regarding Jerusalem paint a magnificent picture of
architectural and spiritual evolution. The physical city, prone to historical backsliding and
eventual physical destruction (‘trodden down of the Gentiles' as Christ foretold in Luke 21:24),
serves as a cautionary warning of institutional apostasy. Yet, out of that rubble, God constructs
an immovable, eternal reality. The New Jerusalem—the corporate assembly of the saints
culminating in the sealed, guileless 144,000—stands triumphant on Mount Sion (Revelation
14:1).

The Book of Revelation acts as a cosmic sorting mechanism, presenting a final, urgent
operational choice to all humanity. Believers must choose which city will shape their character
and mind. God's roaring command to those trapped within the compromised systems is clear:
'Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins' (Revelation 18:4). Those who
obey this command actively discard the intoxicating, deceptive wine of Babylon, moving from
the barren wilderness to the high mountain of God. They are structurally integrated as 'living
stones' into the New Jerusalem, answering the final call of the Spirit and the Bride: 'And let him
that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely' (Revelation 22:17).
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