
THE HERALD’S CRY AND THE 
MESSIAH’S ANSWER 

 

An In-Depth Narrative Exploration of Prophecy, Unmet Expectations, and Divine 
Assurance in the Midst of Human Doubt 

 

Introduction: A Paradox of Faith 

Human history contains few figures whose lives were as single-mindedly devoted to a singular purpose 
as John the Baptist. From before his conception, his identity, mission, and destiny were explicitly 
outlined by divine decree. He was not an accidental actor on the stage of first-century Judea; he was the 
long-foretold herald, chosen to break four hundred years of prophetic silence. He was born to run as the 
vanguard before the face of the Almighty, turning the hearts of the rebellious to the wisdom of the just. 

Yet, the narrative of scripture presents a startling and deeply moving paradox. Late in his earthly 
ministry, this fiery preacher—who had confidently pointed his own disciples toward Jesus of Nazareth, 
declaring Him to be the Lamb of God—found himself languishing in a dark, subterranean fortress. In that 
place of isolation, a shadow fell across his soul. The bold voice that once shook the wilderness of Jordan 
began to whisper a painful, burning question. It was a question born not of a careless rejection of truth, 
but of a profound crisis of expectation. 

This narrative explores the deep relationship between John the Baptist and Jesus the Messiah. We will 
look at the explicit prophetic code embedded in their famous dialogue, the shared cultural and 
theological blind spots that plagued both the Herald and Christ's chosen Apostles, and the sublime 
manner in which Jesus answered the doubts of His greatest servant. In doing so, we find that human 
doubt is not always the opposite of faith; sometimes, it is the desperate cry of a faithful heart trying to 
reconcile its deeply held expectations with an unexpected reality. 

Chapter I: The Destined Herald and the Ties of 
Blood 

To fully comprehend the depth of John's eventual doubt, one must first look at the sheer weight of 
certainty that surrounded his birth. John was not an ordinary child. His parents, Zacharias and Elisabeth, 
were righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord. 



Yet, they were old, well stricken in years, and Elisabeth was barren—a condition that carried heavy 
social and emotional sorrow in ancient Israel. 

While Zacharias was executing the priest's office before God in the order of his course, burning incense 
inside the temple temple, an angel of the Lord appeared to him. The words of Gabriel left no room for 
ambiguity regarding the child’s identity: 

“Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and 
thou shalt call his name John. And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice 
at his birth. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor 
strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. And 
many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. And he shall go before him 
in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” (Luke 
1:13-17, KJV, terminology adapted) 

John’s calling was bound to the monumental prophecy closing the Old Testament canon, yet his ministry 
did not exhaust its fulfillment. He came in the spirit and power of Elijah to prepare the way for Christ’s 
first coming, standing as a type of the end-time Elijah who would prepare the way for Christ’s second 
coming. The first herald thus foreshadowed a later work of preparation, turning hearts back to God 
before the returning King. In the book of Malachi, God had promised: 

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of 
the Lord: And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the 
children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.” (Malachi 4:5-6, KJV) 

Furthermore, this spiritual calling was woven into the fabric of his family. Six months after Gabriel visited 
Zacharias, the same angel was sent to a virgin named Mary in Nazareth. After delivering the astounding 
news that she would conceive the Son of the Highest by the power of the Holy Spirit, Gabriel provided a 
sign to Mary, saying:  

“And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is 
the sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible.” 
(Luke 1:36-37, KJV) 

When Mary rushed to the hill country of Juda to visit her relative, the spiritual connection between the 
unborn boys manifested instantly. The text records that  

“...it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her 
womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit:” (Luke 1:41, KJV) 

Elisabeth cried out in prophetic ecstasy, acknowledging that the mother of her Lord had come to her. 
John, even before drawing his first breath, was physically responding to the presence of his Messiah 
cousin. 

As John grew, he lived in the deserts until the day of his showing unto Israel. When his public ministry 
exploded along the Jordan River, his conviction was fierce, clear, and uncompromising. He recognized 



Jesus instantly when Christ came to be baptized. John looked at Him and announced to the gathering 
crowds:  

“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29, KJV) 

He testified that he saw the Holy Spirit descend from heaven like a dove and abide upon Jesus, adding,  

“And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.” (John 1:34, KJV) 

Chapter II: The Gloom of Machaerus and the 
Awakening of Doubt 

Given this tapestry of miraculous confirmations, prophetic declarations, and family history, how could 
doubt find a foothold in John's mind? The answer lies in the dramatic shift from the open, sun-drenched 
banks of the Jordan River to the suffocating darkness of a royal dungeon. 

John’s unyielding righteousness eventually brought him into direct conflict with political power. King 
Herod Antipas had unlawfully married Herodias, the wife of his own brother Philip. John, refuse to 
compromise the holy law of God for royal comfort, told the tetrarch directly:  

“It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife.” (Mark 6:18, KJV) 

For this act of moral courage, Herod had John bound and cast into prison. According to the Jewish 
historian Josephus, this occurred at the fortress of Machaerus, a bleak, isolated palace-fortress looming 
over the eastern side of the Dead Sea. Surrounded by desolate, jagged rocks and searing desert winds, 
the fiery prophet was completely cut off from his active ministry, trapped in a stone cell. 

While John sat in prison, his disciples brought him reports of what Jesus was doing throughout Galilee 
and Judea. Yet, these reports, instead of comforting John, began to deeply confuse him. The works of 
Jesus were beautiful, but they did not seem to match the specific theological framework John had 
preached. 

Consider what John had declared regarding the Messiah’s imminent arrival. He had warned the 
Pharisees and Sadducees with words of fire: 

“And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire... Whose fan is in his hand, and he 
will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the 
chaff with unquenchable fire.” (Matthew 3:10, 12, KJV) 

John's preaching placed divine judgment, the vindication of the righteous, and the overthrow of 
wickedness vividly before his hearers. Yet his own calling was to prepare the way for the Messiah’s first 
coming, not to complete the end-time work foreshadowed by his ministry. As a type of the Elijah who 
would precede Christ’s second coming, he stood within a prophetic pattern whose final fulfillment still 
lay ahead. His crisis arose, in this reading of the narrative, from expecting the axe of justice and the 
kingdom’s manifest power before the Messiah had first accomplished His work of sacrifice and 
redemption. 



Instead, the news filtering into his dungeon painted a starkly different picture. Jesus was not raising an 
army. He was not brandishing an axe or kindling an unquenchable fire against the Roman occupiers or 
the corrupt Herodian dynasty. Instead, Jesus was traveling from village to village, healing sick peasants, 
dining with notorious tax collectors and public sinners, and preaching messages of meekness, mercy, 
and love for one's enemies. Most painfully of all, the Messiah was allowing His own faithful herald—the 
one who paved His way—to rot helplessly in Herod’s dungeon. 

In the isolation of Machaerus, the mismatch between expectations and reality created an intense crisis 
of faith. John began to wonder if he had misheard God or misunderstood the signs. Was Jesus merely 
another forerunner? Was He just another prophet preparing the way for a *different* military figure 
who would bring the actual fire and judgment? 

Unable to bear the uncertainty any longer, John called two of his faithful disciples and sent them to seek 
a direct answer from Christ. The Gospel of Luke records their mission: 

“And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to Jesus, saying, Art thou he that 
should come? or look we for another?” (Luke 7:19, KJV) 

Chapter III: The Theological Code – Paraphrasing 
the Prophets 

When John’s disciples found Jesus, they presented the question directly. Jesus did not provide a simple 
'yes' or 'no'. He knew that a simple assertion would not satisfy the deep theological wrestling in John’s 
soul. Instead, Jesus responded by performing an array of miracles right before their eyes, and then 
spoke to them in a rich theological 'code' composed of ancient prophecies. 

The Gospel of Luke describes the scene: 

“And in that same hour he cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and 
unto many that were blind he gave sight. Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your 
way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is 
preached.” (Luke 7:21-22, KJV) 

To an average bystander, this was a list of remarkable medical miracles. But to John the Baptist—a 
lifetime student of Israel’s scriptures, filled with the Holy Spirit from his mother's womb—this answer 
was an undeniable, brilliant mosaic woven entirely from the Book of Isaiah. Jesus was repeating the 
exact language used by the prophet Isaiah centuries earlier to describe the arrival of the true Messianic 
Age. 

This technique directly mirrored what Jesus had done at the very beginning of His public ministry. In the 
synagogue at Nazareth, He had stood up, unrolled the scroll of Isaiah, and read aloud: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord.” (Luke 4:18-19, KJV) 



He had then rolled up the scroll and boldly declared,  

“This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” (Luke 4:21, KJV) 

When answering John, Jesus used this exact same prophetic strategy, combining several discrete 
passages from Isaiah to validate His identity. The table below illustrates how precisely Jesus’ words 
mapped to the ancient text: 

Jesus' Response (Matthew 11:4-5 / Luke 
7:22) 

Prophetic Source in the Book of Isaiah 
(KJV) 

“...how that the blind see...” Isaiah 35:5 – “Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened...” 

“...the lame walk...” Isaiah 35:6 – “Then shall the lame man leap as an 
hart...” 

“...the deaf hear...” Isaiah 35:5 – “...and the ears of the deaf shall be 
unstopped.” 

“...the dead are raised...” Isaiah 26:19 – “Thy dead men shall live, together with 
my dead body shall they arise.” 

“...to the poor the gospel is preached.” Isaiah 61:1 – “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; 
because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good 
tidings unto the meek...” 

 

Chapter IV: The Omission and the Comfort of the 
Cross 

While this prophetic script provided an absolute confirmation that Jesus was indeed the Messiah, a 
closer examination reveals a deeply profound, intentional omission within Jesus' response. It is a detail 
that highlights the immense pastoral tenderness and honesty of Christ. 

When Jesus read from Isaiah 61 in the synagogue of Nazareth, the text explicitly included the phrase:  

“...he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to them that are bound;” (Isaiah 61:1, KJV) 

Yet, when Jesus formulated His response to John's disciples, He deliberately chose *not* to quote that 
specific phrase. He spoke of the blind, the lame, the deaf, the lepers, and the poor—but He completely 
omitted any mention of 'liberty to the captives' or 'the opening of the prison.' 



This exclusion was neither accidental nor cruel; it was an act of profound honesty. Jesus was gently 
telling His cousin that his physical imprisonment was not a sign that the messianic plan had failed, nor 
was it a situation from which he would be miraculously delivered by a royal decree or an angelic army. 
John would remain in that cell. His earthly work was finished, and his life would soon end under Herod's 
executioner block. Jesus was refusing to give John false hope about a worldly rescue. 

In place of the promise of physical liberation, Jesus inserted a line that is notably absent from the 
immediate context of Isaiah 35 and 61:  

“...the dead are raised...” (Luke 7:22, KJV) 

By drawing from the resurrection hope of Isaiah 26:19, Jesus was pointing John toward a far grander 
victory. He was assuring him that though his physical body might suffer and die within the stone walls of 
Machaerus, the power of the Messiah extended far beyond the grave. The ultimate liberation Jesus 
brought was not freedom from Rome or Herod, but freedom from sin, death, and hell. 

Jesus closed His message to John with a poignant benediction:  

“And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.” (Matthew 11:6, KJV) 

The Greek word for 'offended' (*skandalizo*) refers to a tripping hazard or a snare. Jesus was tenderly 
warning His beloved herald: 'Do not let the fact that I am not fulfilling your political expectations cause 
you to stumble. Trust my method, trust my mercy, and do not lose heart because my kingdom looks 
different than you imagined.' 

Chapter V: The Shared Blind Spot – The Apostles 
and the Hidden Kingdom 

It is vital to recognize that John the Baptist was not alone in his confusion. His struggle was shared by 
every single person who closely followed Jesus, including the inner circle of the twelve Apostles. They all 
possessed the same cultural and theological blind spot, rooted in centuries of national desire and human 
interpretation. 

First-century Jewish society lived under the heavy, iron boot of the Roman Empire. They parsed the 
scriptures through the lens of a deep desire for national liberation. When they read the prophets, they 
focused heavily on the glorious, conquering images of a King from the lineage of David who would 
shatter their enemies. They largely overlooked or misunderstood the parallel prophecies regarding a 
**Suffering Servant**—a figure described by Isaiah as  

“...despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief... He was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities...” (Isaiah 53:3, 5, KJV) 

The contrast between what the disciples persistently wanted and what Jesus actually came to 
accomplish is woven throughout the entire narrative of the Gospels: 

The Disciples' Expectations & Actions The Spiritual Reality of Christ's Mission 



Seeking Political Status: James and John requested 
the premier seats of political authority in the coming 
kingdom (Mark 10:37 – “Grant unto us that we may 
sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left 
hand, in thy glory.”). 

The Call of Service: Jesus corrected them by 
redefining true greatness, stating that the Son of man 
came to give His life a ransom for many (Mark 10:45). 

Rejecting the Cross: Peter aggressively rebuked 
Jesus for predicting His crucifixion, refusing to 
accept a defeated Messiah (Matthew 16:22 – “Be it 
far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.”). 

The Divine Necessity: Jesus rebuked Peter's worldly 
mindset, explaining that suffering was the central 
purpose of His coming (Matthew 16:23 – “...thou 
savourest not the things that be of God, but those 
that be of men.”). 

Mourning a Failed Mission: On the road to Emmaus 
after the crucifixion, the downcast disciples believed 
the movement had failed (Luke 24:21 – “But we 
trusted that it had been he which should have 
redeemed Israel...”). 

The Glory of Resurrection: The risen Christ opened 
their understandings, proving from Moses and all the 
prophets that the Messiah *had* to suffer these 
things before entering His glory (Luke 24:26-27). 

 

This extensive table demonstrates that the inability to grasp the spiritual, slow-growing, and self-
sacrificial nature of Christ’s kingdom was a universal human problem. The disciples walked with Jesus for 
three full years, watched countless miracles, heard explicit teachings about His upcoming death, and yet 
still failed to understand the plan until *after* the resurrection. John’s doubt in prison was an earlier 
expression of this same struggle to distinguish the Messiah’s first coming in humility from His second 
coming in glory. John had faithfully prepared the way for the first; the end-time Elijah, foreshadowed by 
John’s ministry, would prepare the way for the second. The prophetic pattern remained sure, even 
when its unfolding stretched beyond the herald’s expectations. 

Conclusion: Grace for the Vulnerable 

The absolute pinnacle of this narrative is how Jesus responded to the crowd after John’s disciples 
departed. He did not launch into a critique of John's wavering faith. He did not mock him or expose his 
vulnerability to the public. Instead, Jesus stood before the crowd as John’s fiercest defender. 

He asked the people what they had gone out into the wilderness to see. A reed shaken with the wind? A 
man clothed in soft raiment? No, John was a man of unyielding steel and absolute ascetic devotion. 
Jesus then magnified John's status above all who had come before him, declaring: 

“Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater 
than John the Baptist...” (Matthew 11:11, KJV) 

This is a statement of immense grace. Jesus validated John’s lifelong devotion and historic greatness at 
the exact moment John was experiencing his deepest, most vulnerable human doubt. He showed that 
God does not judge a lifetime of faithfulness by a single moment of pain in a dark dungeon. 



Ultimately, the dialogue between the Herald and the Messiah serves as an enduring comfort for readers 
across centuries. It proves that when we find ourselves in our own 'Machaerus'—when life takes 
unexpected turns, when prayers seem unanswered, and when God's actions do not align with our 
personal expectations—we can bring our rawest questions to Christ. He does not respond with 
rejection. He answers us by pointing back to the enduring truth of His word, reminding us that His 
kingdom is far larger, His victories far deeper, and His love far more resilient than our fleeting human 
circumstances can ever reveal. 


