
The Lawless Shepherd: Unveiling the Man of 
Sin as the False Prophet 

Introduction: The Great Illusion of the End Time 

Throughout biblical prophecy, few figures have provoked as much solemn warning, deep study, and 
profound concern as the final, deceptive leader known to history and scripture as the "man of sin." For 
generations, students of prophecy have attempted to chart his identity, often treating him exclusively as 
a military dictator, a charismatic political strategist, or a tyrannical world conqueror. While the scriptures 
clearly demonstrate that he wields unmatched global influence, a deep, systematic study of the King 
James Bible reveals a much more sinister reality. This figure is not a secular politician trying to eliminate 
religion; rather, he is the ultimate religious masquerader. He is the master of ceremonies for an entire 
system of spiritual subversion. In fact, when we let scripture interpret scripture, the profile of the man of 
sin aligns perfectly, attribute for attribute, with the individual designated in the Book of Revelation as the 
False Prophet. 

To grasp this identity completely, the average reader must first strip away modern assumptions and look 
directly at how God defines the parameters of righteousness and sin. By establishing the biblical 
definitions first, the puzzle elements fall perfectly into place. The primary target of the adversary is, and 
always has been, the standard of divine truth: God’s Laws, Statutes, and Judgments. The final 
manifestation of this warfare is carried out by a single, multi-faceted religious entity who uses the 
appearance of a lamb to teach the doctrines of a dragon, thereby tricking humanity into accepting a state 
of complete spiritual unrighteousness. 

Chapter 1: The Scriptural Definition of Sin and Unrighteousness 

To understand who the "man of sin" is, we must first establish exactly what "sin" is according to the Author 
of the scriptures. Many people view sin as a vague feeling, a cultural mistake, or general bad behavior. 
The Apostle John, writing in the King James Version, leaves no room for ambiguity or human speculation. 
He frames the definition with absolute precision: 

"Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the 
law." (1 John 3:4) 

By this clear standard, sin is not an abstract concept; it is the specific, active breaking of the structural 
Laws, Statutes, and Judgments given by God. When a person or system sets itself up to strike down, alter, 
or ignore these laws, they are operating in pure transgression. Therefore, a figure titled "the man of sin" 
must logically be a person who is the supreme embodiment of breaking God's law, and who leads others 
to do the same. This is exactly what the Apostle Paul highlights when describing this figure's hidden, 
historical operation: 



"For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be 
taken out of the way." (2 Thessalonians 2:7) 

The word translated as "iniquity" in this passage is rooted in the biblical concept of lawlessness—the 
structural defiance of God’s established commandments. This "mystery of iniquity" is not a sudden, 
random event that occurs out of nowhere at the end of the world; it is a ancient, ongoing current of 
deceptive teaching that has been active for centuries, working subtly to erode the authority of God's law 
within the hearts of believers. The culmination of this multi-century erosion is the open, public revelation 
of a specific leader who will formalize this lawlessness into a global system. 

Chapter 2: The Core Profile of the Man of Sin 

The primary layout of this figure's character and activities is found in Paul’s second letter to the 
Thessalonians. Paul writes with a sense of urgency, warning believers not to be deceived by false reports 
regarding the timing of Christ’s return. He lays down an absolute prerequisite timeline: 

"Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a 
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth 
in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God." (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4) 

When we examine these verses carefully, the characteristics point directly to a religious figure rather than 
a purely secular leader. Consider the visual clues Paul provides: 

The Great Apostasy: First, his rise is preceded by a "falling away" (an apostasy). A secular military state 
does not rise out of a falling away from faith; a corrupt religious system does. This indicates a departure 
from true doctrine and obedience within the visible church framework. 

The Sanctuary of Operation: Second, he does not sit in a political palace or an administrative senate. He 
"sitteth in the temple of God." A temple is a structure dedicated exclusively to religious activity, worship, 
sacrifice, and prayers. By taking his seat there, he positions himself as the supreme authority over faith. 

The Claim to Divinity: Third, he does not just demand civic obedience; he demands worship. He "sheweth 
himself that he is God," claiming divine prerogatives, changing sacred appointments, and exalting his own 
words above the literal commandments of the Most High. 

Paul further elaborates on how this individual will capture the attention and loyalty of the global public. 
He will not rule through raw physical force alone, but through a dazzling display of supernatural power: 

"Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying 
wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they 
received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved." (2 Thessalonians 2:9-10) 

Notice the deep tie back to our original definition of sin. Paul states that his deception is a "deceivableness 
of unrighteousness." Because sin is the transgression of the law, "unrighteousness" is the state of living in 
violation of God's Laws, Statutes, and Judgments. This figure tricks people into thinking that breaking 



God's law is acceptable, even holy. The public falls into this trap because they do not have a "love of the 
truth." And how does the Bible define truth? King David wrote under inspiration: 

"Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the truth... Thou art near, 
O LORD; and all thy commandments are truth." (Psalm 119:142, 151) 

Because these people reject the law (which is the truth), God allows them to fall under a profound spiritual 
blindness: 

"And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That 
they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." 
(2 Thessalonians 2:11-12) 

Chapter 3: Merging the Identity – The False Prophet of Revelation 

When we shift our focus from Paul's letters to the visions given to the Apostle John on the Isle of Patmos, 
we encounter the exact same dynamic under a different symbolic title. In Revelation 13, John sees two 
distinct symbolic beasts. The first beast rises out of the sea, representing a global empire and its political 
head. But it is the second beast, rising out of the earth, that commands our close attention, as he is later 
explicitly identified throughout the book as "the false prophet." Watch how John describes him: 

"And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, 
and he spake as a dragon." (Revelation 13:11) 

This visual depiction is a profound clue for the average reader. A lamb in biblical symbolism always 
represents Jesus Christ, "the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). Therefore, 
a beast with "horns like a lamb" is an entity that outwardly appears Christian, clean, gentle, and 
representative of the true faith. He mimics the appearance of godly authority. However, when he opens 
his mouth to teach, "he spake as a dragon." The dragon is explicitly defined as Satan: 

"And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole world..." (Revelation 12:9) 

When this lamb-like figure speaks like a dragon, he is preaching satanic doctrines disguised as divine truth. 
What is the core message of the dragon? From the Garden of Eden, the dragon’s message has always 
been: *"Yea, hath God said...?"* (Genesis 3:1)—a direct questioning, undermining, and breaking of God’s 
literal commandments. The False Prophet’s entire theological mission is to convince humanity that they 
can disregard the Laws, Statutes, and Judgments of God while still being spiritually secure. 

If we merge the Man of Sin and the False Prophet into one individual, the entire prophetic landscape 
becomes completely clear. He is a single, towering religious leader who fulfills both descriptions. He is the 
Man of Sin because his personal life and teaching represent the ultimate transgression of the law; he is 
the False Prophet because his office is designed to preach this lawless deception to the masses. See how 
his actions in Revelation mirror Paul’s descriptions in Thessalonians: 

"And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and 
them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. And he 



doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the 
sight of men, And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles 
which he had power to do in the sight of the beast..." (Revelation 13:12-14) 

Compare this directly to Paul's warning that the man of sin's coming is "after the working of Satan with all 
power and signs and lying wonders" (2 Thessalonians 2:9). Both texts are describing the exact same 
supernatural phenomenon: a religious figure utilizing real, satanic miracles to validate a false system of 
worship and lead people away from the commandments of God. 

Chapter 4: The True Nature of the Mark of the Beast 

By understanding that this merged figure is a religious teacher of lawlessness (unrighteousness), we can 
look with fresh clarity at the most famous aspect of his end-time system: the infamous Mark of the Beast. 
Revelation describes the enforcement of this mark as a joint operation controlled by the False Prophet: 

"And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in 
their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had 
the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name." (Revelation 13:16-17) 

While the world focuses heavily on the technological, economic, or physical mechanisms of this mark, the 
Bible clues us into a much deeper spiritual reality. The hand and the forehead are not random anatomical 
locations chosen by the adversary; they are a direct counterfeit of how God originally told His people to 
seal and remember His Laws, Statutes, and Judgments. 

In the Old Testament, long before the Book of Revelation was written, God gave strict instructions to Israel 
regarding how they were to handle His commandments. In the book of Deuteronomy, Moses declared: 

"And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart... And thou shalt 
bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes." 
(Deuteronomy 6:6, 8) 

To have God’s law bound upon the **hand** meant that a person's actions, labor, strength, and deeds 
were dedicated to obeying His commandments. To have them as frontlets between the eyes—upon the 
**forehead**—meant that the mind, thoughts, beliefs, and intellect were completely aligned with God’s 
standard of righteousness. This theme is repeated later in the same book: 

"Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a 
sign upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes." (Deuteronomy 
11:18) 

Therefore, when the Man of Sin, acting as the False Prophet, enforces his own mark on the hand or the 
forehead, he is establishing a counterfeit seal of obedience. Taking the mark in the **forehead** means 
a person has been mentally deceived into accepting the lawless doctrines of the False Prophet, believing 
that God's Statutes and Judgments no longer matter. Taking the mark in the **hand** means that even 
if they are not fully deceived in their minds, they comply with their actions and labor simply to survive 
economically, putting their daily work ahead of obedience to God. 



By this definition, the Mark of the Beast is the outward manifestation of "pleasure in unrighteousness." It 
is a choices-based alignment with a system that openly breaks and replaces God's law. This is exactly why 
the warning against receiving the mark carries such absolute, terrifying spiritual weight: 

"And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast 
and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, The same shall drink of 
the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his 
indignation..." (Revelation 14:9-10) 

Chapter 5: The Ancient Pattern of Changing Times and Laws 

This view of a single religious figure leading the world into systematic lawlessness matches perfectly with 
the ancient blueprints laid down in the prophecies of Daniel. When Daniel was shown the rise of the "little 
horn" out of the fourth great world beast (the Roman system), the angelic interpreter described his 
primary war against God in purely religious and legal terms: 

"And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the 
most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a 
time and times and the dividing of time." (Daniel 7:25) 

Notice the core objective of this leader: he "thinks to change times and laws." He does not merely break 
human laws; he attempts to alter the divine timeline, God's calendars, His appointed religious festivals, 
and His moral statutes. He tells the world that the parameters of worship have been shifted by his own 
authority. This matches Paul's description of the man of sin who "exalteth himself above all that is called 
God" (2 Thessalonians 2:4). By claiming the right to alter God's perpetual laws, he acts as though he is 
greater than the Lawgiver Himself. 

Jesus Christ made it absolutely clear during His earthly ministry that no human being, no matter how much 
religious authority they claim, has the right to alter or dismiss the foundational Laws and Statutes of God. 
In the Sermon on the Mount, He issued a permanent warning that directly exposes the lawless work of 
the False Prophet: 

"Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but 
to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of 
heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven." (Matthew 5:17-19) 

The False Prophet does exactly what Jesus warned against: he breaks the commandments and "teaches 
men so," utilizing his global religious platform to validate transgression on a massive scale. He creates a 
popular, comforting version of faith that permits unrighteousness, making people feel spiritually safe 
while they are in a state of open rebellion against God's law. 



Chapter 6: The Warning to the Religious Workers of Iniquity 

Because this deception is deeply religious, many people who follow the Man of Sin will genuinely believe 
they are serving God. They will look at their religious organizations, their spectacular church services, and 
even their performative spiritual works as proof of their salvation. However, because they have accepted 
the doctrine of lawlessness, they will face a devastating awakening. Jesus foretold this exact scenario, 
using the very definition of iniquity (*anomia* / lawlessness) that Paul used in Thessalonians: 

"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity." (Matthew 7:21-23) 

Look carefully at who these people are. They are not atheists, secularists, or open mockers of God. They 
call Jesus "Lord, Lord." They claim to perform miracles, cast out demons, and accomplish "many wonderful 
works" in His name. Yet, Christ rejects them with the words, "depart from me, ye that work iniquity." In 
the original text, they are workers of lawlessness. They chose to follow a religious system—led by the 
False Prophet—that told them they could ignore the Father's Laws, Statutes, and Judgments as long as 
they were active, verbal professors of faith. They substituted human religious traditions for literal 
obedience to the commandments of God, falling victim to the "deceivableness of unrighteousness." 

Chapter 7: The Sudden and Certain Destruction of Lawlessness 

Despite the immense supernatural backing, the global economic control, and the massive religious 
following that this merged Man of Sin and False Prophet will achieve, the scriptures assure the reader that 
his kingdom is strictly limited, highly temporary, and doomed to complete destruction. He is allowed to 
operate for a specific prophetic window—described in Daniel and Revelation as forty-two months or three 
and a half years—before divine judgment falls. 

Paul details the breathtaking simplicity of his final demise. He will not be overthrown by human armies, 
political coups, or strategic military alliances. His end comes directly from the mouth of the returning King 
of kings: 

"And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his 
mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming." (2 Thessalonians 2:8) 

Just as the word of God created the heavens and the earth, the spoken word of Jesus Christ will instantly 
consume the entire structure of global lawlessness. John’s vision in Revelation records the exact same 
moment of execution, showing the simultaneous capture of both descriptions of this single entity: 

"And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, 
with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that 
worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone." 
(Revelation 19:20) 



The text notes that "these both" were cast alive into the lake of fire. Whether one views them as two 
distinct individual partners working in a tight coalition or as the dual offices of a single, deceptive religious 
system, their judgment is identical, absolute, and permanent. The system of lawlessness is completely 
erased to make way for a Kingdom established on perfect righteousness. 

Conclusion: The True Mark of God's People 

For the average reader, the ultimate takeaway from this scriptural journey is not merely to understand 
the mechanism of end-time deception, but to recognize the standard of safety God has provided. If the 
Man of Sin, acting as the False Prophet, uses religious deception to lead the world into the "mark" of 
unrighteousness (breaking God's law), then the true people of God must be identified by the exact 
opposite characteristic. 

The Book of Revelation does not leave us guessing. Right in the midst of the chapters detailing the rise of 
the beast, the enforcement of the mark, and the deceptive miracles of the False Prophet, God explicitly 
defines the boundary line of His true, undeceived servants: 

"Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and 
the faith of Jesus." (Revelation 14:12) 

This is the ultimate clue that unlocks the entire conflict. The saints are not defined merely by their vocal 
profession of faith, nor are they defined by their compliance with human traditions. They are a people 
who possess a perfect, beautiful balance: they hold tightly to the "faith of Jesus" for their salvation and 
grace, and out of love for their Savior, they structurally "keep the commandments of God." They refuse 
to allow any religious leader, false prophet, or man of sin to seduce them into breaking the Laws, Statutes, 
and Judgments of the Almighty. By grounding themselves in the truth of God's word, they stand 
completely protected against the strongest delusion the world has ever seen, waiting patiently for the day 
when the lawless kingdom is broken, and the true King rules the earth in righteousness. 


