
The Good News of the Kingdom 

Understanding the True Gospel of Jesus Christ 

Introduction: What Does the Word 'Gospel' Actually 
Mean? 

When most people hear the word "gospel" today, a variety of familiar images immediately 
come to mind. Some people think of soulful church choirs singing uplifting music on a 
Sunday morning. Others think of the first four books of the New Testament—Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John. Still others use the phrase "gospel truth" as a casual way of saying 
that something is completely accurate and beyond dispute. While all of these modern 
associations have become part of everyday conversation, none of them capture the 
original, explosive meaning of the word when Jesus Christ walked the earth. 

To understand the message that Jesus wanted the entire world to hear, we have to look at 
the original language of the New Testament. In ancient Greek, the word translated into 
English as "gospel" is euangelion. Literally, euangelion means "good news" or "glad 
tidings." In the ancient world, this was not a quiet religious term used only inside temples 
or synagogues. It was a royal and political announcement. When a messenger ran back 
from a decisive battlefield carrying thrilling news of a great victory that saved the nation 
from invasion, that announcement was called euangelion. When a new, benevolent king 
ascended to the throne, promising lower taxes, freedom for prisoners, and peace across 
the empire, heralds were sent out to proclaim the euangelion to every town and village. It 
was a public broadcast meant to bring immense relief, joy, and hope to ordinary people 
living under heavy burdens. 

Yet, if you walk down the street today and ask ten different people what the Christian 
gospel is, you will likely receive ten different answers. One person will say the gospel is 
the heartwarming story of Jesus being born in a manger in Bethlehem. Another will say it 
is strictly the message that our personal sins can be forgiven so we can go to heaven when 
we die. Another might say it is simply a moral philosophy about being kind to your 
neighbors. While the birth, sinless life, sacrificial death, and bodily resurrection of Jesus 
Christ are completely essential to God's plan of salvation, Jesus Himself defined His core 
message in a very clear, unmistakable way. He did not leave us guessing. 



Again and again, Jesus called His message "the gospel of the kingdom of God." That 
phrase is the heartbeat of the entire New Testament. It is the thrilling announcement of a 
literal, coming divine government that will replace broken human rulership and 
transform this planet forever. In the pages that follow, we will trace that exact message 
straight through the King James Version of the Bible—from the very first words of Jesus' 
public ministry, through the training of His twelve disciples, into the bold preaching of 
the early church, and right down to what it means for your life today. 

Chapter 1: Jesus and the Gospel of the Kingdom 

Long before the Apostle Paul wrote a single epistle to the churches in Rome or Corinth, 
and long before Christian denominations or theology textbooks ever existed, Jesus of 
Nazareth walked the dusty roads of Galilee. From the very first day He stepped into 
public view, He carried a singular, laser-focused message. He did not arrive merely to 
offer self-help tips or start a new philosophical club. He came to announce that a massive 
shift in human history was beginning. 

Look closely at how the Gospel of Mark records the very opening words of Jesus' public 
ministry right after John the Baptist was arrested: 

Mark 1:14–15 (KJV) 

"Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom of God, And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel." 

 

Read those words again carefully. Notice what Jesus was preaching: "the gospel of the 
kingdom of God." He announced that the appointed time had arrived, that the Kingdom 
of God was at hand, and that people needed to respond in two concrete ways: first, to 
repent—which means to change their mind, turn away from selfish living, and change 
direction—and second, to believe this wonderful news. 

This was not a passing theme that Jesus mentioned once and then moved on from. It was 
the driving engine behind everything He said and did. The Gospel of Matthew gives us a 
vivid summary of how tirelessly Jesus traveled across the region spreading this exact 
announcement: 

Matthew 4:23 (KJV) 



"And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease 
among the people." 

 

Months later, after preaching the Sermon on the Mount and performing countless 
miracles, Matthew summarizes Jesus' daily work once more. Notice that the message had 
not shifted by even an inch: 

Matthew 9:35 (KJV) 

"And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease 
among the people." 

 

Why Miracles and the Kingdom Belonged Together 

To Jesus, the gospel was inseparable from the Kingdom. You could not pull the two apart. 
Whenever Jesus healed a leper, restored sight to a man born blind, cleansed a fever, or 
made a paralyzed person stand up and walk, He was not merely putting on a display of 
supernatural power to impress crowds. Every single healing was a living, breathing 
preview of what life on earth will look like when the Kingdom of God is fully established. 
It was a physical demonstration that under God's coming government, chronic pain, 
genetic disease, disability, and heartbreak will be wiped out completely. 

Even when crowds tried to pressure Jesus into staying in one town so He could keep 
healing their local sick and feeding them, Jesus refused to lose sight of His overarching 
assignment. The Gospel of Luke records His crystal-clear mission statement: 

Luke 4:43 (KJV) 

"And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for 
therefore am I sent." 

 

Jesus stated plainly that preaching the Kingdom of God was the very reason God the 
Father had sent Him into the world. Everywhere He traveled—whether in crowded 
Jerusalem, small fishing villages along the Sea of Galilee, or quiet hillsides—that focus 
remained immovable: 



Luke 8:1 (KJV) 

"And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every city and village, 
preaching and shewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and the twelve were 
with him," 

 

Notice how Luke describes the message here: "the glad tidings of the kingdom of God." 
For ordinary Jewish men and women living under the heavy, oppressive boot of the 
Roman Empire—crushed by unfair taxes, military occupation, and corrupt local 
officials—hearing that a righteous, divine government was coming was the ultimate 
beacon of hope. Even when Jesus spoke in parables—simple stories about farmers 
planting seeds, merchants searching for pearls, or yeast rising in bread—almost every 
story began with the same signature phrase: "The kingdom of heaven is like..." or "Unto 
what is the kingdom of God like?" 

Luke 13:18–19 (KJV) 

"Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom of God like? and whereunto shall I resemble it? 
It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it 
grew, and waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it." 

 

From start to finish, Jesus taught His followers to make this coming Kingdom their 
highest priority in life—above worry, above money, and above daily anxieties: 

Matthew 6:33 (KJV) 

"But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you." 

 

Chapter 2: What Exactly Is the Kingdom of God? 

Because modern readers rarely live under traditional kings, the word "kingdom" can 
sometimes sound vague, poetic, or purely symbolic. Some people assume the Kingdom of 
God is just a warm feeling inside a believer's heart, or simply another name for a local 
church building. While God certainly rules in the hearts of believers today, reducing the 
Kingdom of God to a mere inner emotion misses the massive, world-changing reality that 
the Bible actually describes. 



To understand why Jesus' message was such earth-shattering good news, we have to look 
at what a real kingdom actually is. In the ancient world—and in simple political reality—
every true kingdom requires four concrete pillars: 

• A King: A supreme ruler who holds real authority and governs with wisdom. 
• A Territory: A real, physical domain over which that ruler exercises sovereignty. 
• Subjects or Citizens: Real people who live within that territory and enjoy its 

protection and blessings. 
• Laws and Justice: A clear standard of right and wrong that maintains peace, 

fairness, and order. 

Human history is a long, painful record of flawed kingdoms, empires, and governments. 
Across thousands of years, humanity has tried every conceivable form of self-rule—
monarchies, empires, dictatorships, democracies, and republics. Yet regardless of the 
system, human rulers have repeatedly proven vulnerable to greed, pride, corruption, and 
short-sightedness. Even the wealthiest and most advanced nations today remain plagued 
by poverty, crime, addiction, broken families, injustice, and the constant threat of 
devastating war. No human government has ever succeeded in eliminating human 
suffering. 

God's Direct Answer to Human Failure 

The "Kingdom of God" is God's direct, permanent solution to the failure of human self-
rule. It is the literal, sovereign government of God that will one day replace every flawed 
human government on earth. It is a coming world order in which Jesus Christ Himself 
will return in power and reign as King over all nations. Under His righteous 
administration, corruption will be impossible, injustice will be abolished, and war will be 
erased from human experience. 

Centuries before Jesus was born, the Old Testament prophets foresaw this exact 
government. The prophet Isaiah wrote a stunning description of the coming Messiah and 
the eternal government that would rest upon His shoulders: 

Isaiah 9:6–7 (KJV) 

"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and 
to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of 
the LORD of hosts will perform this." 



 

The prophet Daniel saw the same sweeping event in a vision of world empires. After 
describing a succession of great human kingdoms rising and falling across history, Daniel 
revealed what God Himself will do at the climax of the age: 

Daniel 2:44 (KJV) 

"And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall 
never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break 
in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever." 

 

Daniel also saw the moment when Jesus Christ—referred to as the Son of man—receives 
full authority from God the Father to rule every nation, language, and people on earth: 

Daniel 7:13–14 (KJV) 

"I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of 
heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And 
there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and 
languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not 
pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed." 

 

And in the final book of the Bible, the book of Revelation captures the triumphant 
moment when that transition of world power finally takes place: 

Revelation 11:15 (KJV) 

"And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he 
shall reign for ever and ever." 

 

Look how unified the Bible is from front to back. The good news that Jesus announced in 
Galilee is that humanity has not been abandoned to destroy itself. God has a concrete, 
active plan to intervene in world affairs, remove corrupt rulership, and establish a 
peaceful, thriving society over the entire earth. 



Chapter 3: The Command to the Disciples 

Jesus never intended to keep this glorious message to Himself. He spent roughly three 
and a half years personally mentoring twelve ordinary men—fishermen, a tax collector, 
and everyday laborers—so they could carry this exact same torch to the ends of the earth. 
Crucially, Jesus did not give His disciples permission to invent a new message, water 
down the truth, or shift the focus onto human traditions. 

When Jesus sent the twelve apostles out on their first training mission across Israel, He 
gave them crystal-clear, non-negotiable instructions on what to proclaim and what to do: 

Matthew 10:7–8 (KJV) 

"And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse 
the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give." 

 

Luke's account of that exact same commissioning confirms that their assignment was an 
exact carbon copy of Jesus' own ministry: 

Luke 9:1–2 (KJV) 

"Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over 
all devils, and to cure diseases. And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to 
heal the sick." 

 

Later, when Jesus expanded His outreach and sent out seventy additional disciples two 
by two into every city and place He Himself was about to visit, He gave them the very 
same headline to announce to every household: 

Luke 10:9 (KJV) 

"And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh 
unto you." 

 

The Final Sign Before the End of the Age 

Just days before His crucifixion, Jesus sat with His disciples on the Mount of Olives 
overlooking the city of Jerusalem. His disciples asked Him a direct question about the 
future: what would be the sign of His return and of the end of the world? Jesus looked 
down the long corridor of time into our modern era. He warned of religious deception, 



wars and rumors of wars, famines, pestilences, and global upheaval. Yet right in the 
middle of that sobering prophecy, Jesus pinpointed the single greatest positive sign that 
would signal the closing chapter of human self-rule: 

Matthew 24:14 (KJV) 

"And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end come." 

 

Pause and notice the precision of Jesus' words. He did not say that just "any" gospel—or a 
vague message about personal comfort—would be preached around the globe. He said, 
"this gospel of the kingdom." The specific, unmistakable announcement of the coming 
government of God must reach every nation and every corner of the earth as a final 
witness before human history reaches its climax and Christ returns in glory. That 
statement stands as both a direct command and an unbreakable prophecy describing the 
mission of His true followers. 

Chapter 4: Did the Message Change After the 
Resurrection? 

A common question arises among many modern Bible readers: Did the gospel change 
after Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead? Some people assume that while 
Jesus preached the Kingdom of God during His earthly life, the apostles stopped 
preaching the Kingdom after His resurrection and switched to preaching only about 
Jesus' death and grace. When we open the New Testament and read the actual historical 
record, however, we discover complete harmony and unbroken continuity. 

First, consider what Jesus Himself talked about during the forty days between His 
resurrection from the tomb and His ascension into heaven. If the Kingdom of God had 
been replaced by a different message, this would have been the moment for Jesus to tell 
His apostles. Instead, look at what Luke records in the opening verses of the book of Acts: 

Acts 1:3 (KJV) 

"To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being 
seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:" 

 

Even after conquering death and rising from the grave, Jesus spent forty days teaching 
His disciples about the Kingdom of God! The apostles understood that Jesus' death and 



resurrection did not replace the Kingdom—rather, His sacrifice made entry into that 
Kingdom possible. By paying the penalty for human sin, Jesus opened the door so that 
forgiven sinners could become citizens of God's coming government. 

The Preaching of Philip and the Early Evangelists 

As the early church expanded outward from Jerusalem into surrounding regions, its 
evangelists preached both parts of this unified truth together: the coming Kingdom of 
God and the saving work of Jesus Christ. Look at what happened when Philip traveled to 
the region of Samaria to preach: 

Acts 8:12 (KJV) 

"But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, 
and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women." 

 

Philip never pitted Jesus against the Kingdom. He preached "the things concerning the 
kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ." One gives us the glorious destination and 
purpose of God's plan; the other gives us the Savior who makes us worthy to enter it. 

The Lifelong Ministry of the Apostle Paul 

What about the Apostle Paul? Paul is rightly celebrated for his deep, inspired letters 
explaining salvation by grace through faith. Yet whenever the book of Acts summarizes 
what Paul actually preached from city to city across the Roman Empire, the Kingdom of 
God stands front and center. 

When Paul arrived in the major metropolis of Ephesus, he went straight into the local 
synagogue and reasoned boldly with the people for three months: 

Acts 19:8 (KJV) 

"And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, 
disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God." 

 

Later, when Paul gathered the church leaders of Ephesus together for a tearful farewell 
address, knowing he would likely be arrested in Jerusalem and never see them again, 
how did he summarize his entire life's work among them? 

Acts 20:25 (KJV) 



"And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom 
of God, shall see my face no more." 

 

Even at the very close of Paul's recorded ministry, while he was confined under Roman 
house arrest in the capital city of Rome waiting to appeal his case before Caesar, his 
message remained completely unchanged. Look at the very final verses of the book of 
Acts: 

Acts 28:23 (KJV) 

"And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to 
whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning 
Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening." 

 

Acts 28:30–31 (KJV) 

"And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in 
unto him, Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the 
Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him." 

 

From the first chapter of Mark to the final verse of Acts, the biblical record never wavers. 
The apostles faithfully proclaimed the coming government of God alongside the saving 
sacrifice of the King, Jesus Christ. 

Chapter 5: Why This Message Matters to You Today 

It is easy to read ancient history and wonder what it has to do with paying bills, raising 
children, or navigating stress in the twenty-first century. Yet the gospel of the Kingdom of 
God is not a dusty museum artifact or an abstract theory for scholars to debate. It is a 
living, practical anchor for every single person alive today. 

Every day, we are flooded with bad news. Whether you turn on the evening news, read 
headlines on your phone, or scroll through social media, you are confronted with a 
relentless stream of political division, economic uncertainty, violent crime, natural 
disasters, and quiet personal despair. Across the world, millions of people are searching 
desperately for hope—pinning their dreams on the next election, a new economic policy, 
or the latest technological breakthrough to finally fix what is broken in human society. 



The true gospel cuts through that confusion with two life-changing truths: 

• First, current suffering has an expiration date. The chaos we see in the world 
is not permanent, and God has not walked away from His creation. Jesus Christ 
commands us to lift our eyes above the turmoil of human politics and anchor our 
hope in a guaranteed, peaceful future. 

• Second, the Kingdom demands a personal decision today. Remember Jesus' 
opening call in Mark 1:15: "repent ye, and believe the gospel." Believing the good news 
is not passive agreement. It means surrendering our pride, turning away from selfish 
habits, and choosing to live by the laws and values of God's Kingdom right now—
before the King even arrives. 

Living as Ambassadors of a Coming King 

The Apostle Paul explained that believers who embrace this message become 
representatives of that future government while still living in this present world: 

2 Corinthians 5:20 (KJV) 

"Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we 
pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." 

 

Think about what an ambassador does. An ambassador lives in a foreign country, yet 
their true citizenship, loyalty, and values belong to their home kingdom. They represent 
the character of their ruler through how they speak, how they treat others, and how they 
conduct themselves under pressure. When we truly believe the gospel of the Kingdom, we 
stop living merely for temporary status or selfish gain. Instead, we practice the culture of 
God's Kingdom today—showing genuine love, patience, honesty, forgiveness, and 
integrity in a dark and cynical world. 

And what awaits those who repent, trust in Jesus Christ's sacrifice, and remain faithful to 
Him? Jesus Himself gave us the breathtaking answer in His prophetic description of His 
return: 

Matthew 25:34 (KJV) 

"Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:" 

 



The book of Revelation paints an unforgettable picture of what life in that renewed world 
will actually feel like for every citizen of God's Kingdom: 

Revelation 21:3–4 (KJV) 

"And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 
men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be 
with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain: for the former things are passed away." 

 

Conclusion: The Ultimate Hope of Humanity 

In a world weighed down by anxiety, division, and uncertainty, the true gospel of Jesus 
Christ stands out as a radiant beacon of unshakeable hope. The message that Jesus 
carried across the towns and hillsides of Galilee was far grander than a list of religious 
rules or a vague wish for a better day. It was—and still is—the thrilling royal 
announcement of a real, coming world government: the Kingdom of God. 

That coming Kingdom will permanently dismantle human oppression, end all warfare, 
heal a groaning planet, and wipe away every tear. Jesus Christ strictly commissioned His 
disciples to carry this exact good news to every nation on earth—a mission that the early 
church faithfully preserved from Jerusalem to Rome, and one that continues to ring out 
as a witness to the world today. 

Lasting peace will never arrive through fragile human treaties, political revolutions, or 
earthly power. It will arrive when Jesus Christ returns in majesty as King of kings and 
Lord of lords. By repenting of our sins, trusting in His saving grace, and aligning our lives 
with His Kingdom today, we gain an unbreakable anchor for our souls right now—and 
the glorious promise of sharing forever in a world filled with righteousness, joy, and 
endless peace. 

Revelation 19:16 (KJV) 

"And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND 
LORD OF LORDS." 

 


