
The Scriptural Identity of the True Church 
of God 

Introduction: The Divine Masterpiece vs. Human Architecture 

When we look out across the modern landscape of mainstream Christianity, we see a sprawling, highly 
fragmented network of thousands of differing denominations. Each group features its own unique 
corporate structures, distinct theological focus, specialized branding, and long-standing historical 
traditions. For the average person trying to navigate this massive maze, finding clarity can feel entirely 
overwhelming. Most people look at a church through an external lens, evaluating its size, the beauty of its 
physical buildings, the popularity of its leadership, or how well its cultural traditions adapt to modern 
society. Yet, when we open the pages of the Holy Bible, we discover an entirely different reality. God 
does not measure His spiritual family by the metrics of the world. 

According to the precise blueprint laid out in the Christian scriptures, the true church of God is defined as 
the living, active spiritual body of Jesus Christ. It is an entity whose identity relies completely upon an 
uncompromised adherence to an eternal, heavenly pattern. This body of believers is not authorized to 
create new truth, nor does it possess the legislative right to edit, modify, or modernize the unchanging 
laws established by the Creator. Instead, its solemn mandate is to act as an enduring guardian and 
protector of a pre-existing, once-delivered faith. To ensure that His people would never be left in 
confusion, God left an unmistakable trail of scriptural markers. These markers reveal that His true 
assembly possesses a specific biblical name, stands immovably upon the literal Word of God as opposed 
to human custom, and remains visibly identifiable by its faithful, step-by-step adherence to the biblical 
calendar—specifically the seventh-day Sabbath and the annual Holy Days outlined in Leviticus 23. 

1. The Name of the Divine Assembly: Sign of Ownership and 
Governance 

In the secular world, a name functions as a primary tool for branding and differentiation. Corporations 
spend millions of dollars creating unique titles to set themselves apart from their competitors. In the realm 
of religion, human beings have followed the exact same pattern, naming their organizations after 
geographic locations, prominent human founders, or isolated doctrinal distinctives. However, when we 
analyze the New Testament from beginning to end, we find that God has already established a specific 
name for His family. His assembly is not branded by human identity or cultural location; rather, it bears 
the direct name of its absolute Owner and Creator: the Church of God. 

The Greek term translated as "church" throughout the New Testament is ekklesia, which literally means a 
"called-out assembly". This term is never used in scripture to describe a physical building made of brick 
and mortar; it always refers to the structured collective of individuals whom God has specifically called 
out of the systems of this world. This specific, divinely mandated title appears at least twelve distinct 
times across the inspired epistles, serving as a primary structural identifier. The apostles used this name 



uniformly, whether they were writing to a small, isolated local group facing local struggles or referencing 
the universal, worldwide spiritual body of believers as a whole. 

Consider how explicitly the apostle Paul applies this name when addressing the believers in Corinth. He 
does not refer to them by a local human faction, but anchors their true identity directly in the Father's 
ownership: 

“Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
both theirs and ours...” (1 Corinthians 1:2) 

Paul reinforces this exact same standard in his second letter to the same congregation, ensuring there is no 
ambiguity about whose authority they operate under: 

“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, unto the 
church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia...” (2 
Corinthians 1:1) 

This title is not an accidental phrasing or a casual piece of description; it represents a deep legal and 
spiritual reality. A name denotes ownership and governance. When an assembly bears the name “the 
Church of God,” it proclaims to the universe that it belongs uniquely to the Father, operates strictly under 
His laws, and is bought and paid for by the blood of Jesus Christ. Paul highlights this profound truth when 
delivering his final, urgent instructions to the elders of Ephesus, warning them of the immense 
responsibility they bear to protect this divinely owned flock: 

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Spirit hath 
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own 
blood.” (Acts 20:28) 

Because the true assembly bears the Father's name, it also serves as the absolute household standard for 
proper spiritual conduct, order, and governance. The name is consistently utilized throughout the epistles 
to settle behavioral disputes, define organizational order, and contrast the holy family of God with the 
secular or religious systems surrounding them. Paul uses this marker to command respect for the 
collective body, writing: 

“Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God...” (1 
Corinthians 10:32) 

When recounting his own past before his miraculous conversion, Paul highlights the gravity of his actions 
by specifically naming the entity he had attempted to wipe out, showing that to attack the assembly is to 
attack the very name and authority of God Himself: 

“For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond 
measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it...” (Galatians 1:13) 

“For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God.” (1 Corinthians 15:9) 

Furthermore, this name serves as an anchor for organizational structure and domestic order within the 
family unit and the local congregation. When instructing Timothy on the strict qualifications required for 
those leadership roles tasked with maintaining order in the assembly, Paul explains that a man's ability to 



govern his own household is the direct testing ground for whether he can handle the immense weight of 
managing God's property: 

“(For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of 
God?)” (1 Timothy 3:5) 

In the same letter, Paul explicitly defines the church's structural purpose, showing that it is a physical and 
spiritual household operating under a clear divine banner: 

“But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house 
of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” (1 Timothy 
3:15) 

When addressing custom, order, and contentious behavior regarding church traditions and practices, the 
apostles consistently pointed back to the uniform practice of all the scattered congregations, using the 
collective name as the final word on administrative order: 

“But if any man seem to be contentious, we have no such custom, neither the churches of 
God.” (1 Corinthians 11:16) 

“What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the church of God, and 
shame them that have not? What shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise you 
not.” (1 Corinthians 11:22) 

Finally, the New Testament records that the faithful congregations in Judea served as an early model of 
endurance, holding fast to this identity despite facing intense social and political persecution from their 
own countrymen: 

“For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ 
Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the 
Jews...” (1 Thessalonians 2:14) 

“So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all 
your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure...” (2 Thessalonians 1:4) 

Through these twelve distinct scriptural citations, the Holy Spirit leaves an indelible record. The true 
church is not an anonymous, fluid movement, nor is it a monument to human leaders. It is the Church of 
God, structurally unified under the name of the Father. 

2. The Pillar and Ground of Truth: God's Word vs. Human 
Tradition 

As noted in 1 Timothy 3:15, the church of the living God is described using powerful architectural 
imagery: it is “the pillar and ground of the truth”. To understand the depth of this description, one must 
look at the function of these architectural elements. A pillar does not manufacture the weight it holds; its 
sole function is to elevate, support, and display that weight safely. A ground, or foundation, does not shift 
or move; its purpose is to provide an unyielding, rock-solid base that keeps the superstructure perfectly 
stable. Therefore, this description teaches us a vital lesson regarding the limits of church authority. The 
true church does not possess legislative power to invent new doctrines, alter divine decrees, or replace 



God's instructions with human preferences. Its single, unchangeable mandate is to uphold, preserve, and 
boldly display the pre-existing, pure Word of God. 

Jesus Christ established the absolute, exclusive standard for this truth during His deeply moving high 
priestly prayer on the night before His crucifixion. Interceding for His disciples across all generations, He 
prayed: 

“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” (John 17:17) 

To be sanctified means to be set apart for a holy, divine purpose. According to Christ's own words, the 
only mechanism that can truly set His people apart from the world is the literal, uncompromised Word of 
God. Because scripture is the absolute, unchanging standard of truth, every single religious custom, 
tradition, and doctrine must be rigorously tested against it. If a practice or belief does not align with the 
literal text of the Bible, it must be rejected, no matter how popular, historic, or emotionally comforting it 
might appear to be. 

Throughout human history, mainstream religious systems have systematically failed to maintain this 
standard. All too often, human leaders attempt to substitute the sharp, clear commands of God with their 
own traditions, blending pagan-rooted celebrations and philosophical concepts into their worship under 
the guise of modernization or cultural relevance. This tendency to drift away from scripture is not new; it 
was the exact error that Jesus heavily condemned during His earthly ministry when confronting the highly 
respected religious authorities of His day. In a scathing rebuke recorded in the Gospel of Mark, Jesus 
exposed the spiritual vanity of replacing divine law with human innovation: 

“Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. For 
laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots 
and cups: and many other such like things ye do. And he said unto them, Full well ye reject 
the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.” (Mark 7:7-9) 

The words of Jesus are clear and direct. It is entirely possible to worship God in complete vanity if that 
worship is built upon humanly devised commandments rather than divine truth. The true Church of God 
stands in sharp, uncompromising contrast to these mainstream systems. It functions as a true pillar and 
ground by systematically identifying and rejecting pagan-rooted and humanly invented religious 
innovations. It recognizes that human tradition cannot sanctify; only the literal, pure commands of 
scripture can preserve the true faith. 

3. The Living Prophecy: Preserving the Sabbath and Holy Days of 
Leviticus 23 

The primary, most visible mechanism by which the true Church of God demonstrates its total submission 
to the Word of God is through its historical and continuous keeping of the biblical calendar. In Leviticus 
23:2, the Almighty establishes a foundational principle regarding the calendar, speaking directly to His 
people: 

“Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the feasts of the LORD, 
which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are my feasts.” (Leviticus 23:2) 



Notice the language used by the Creator. He does not label these appointments as temporary “feasts of the 
Jews” or cultural “customs of Moses”. He explicitly declares them to be His own personal, eternal 
property: “even these are my feasts”. Because these days belong uniquely to God, they are completely 
immune to human alteration. They were designed by infinite wisdom to serve as a magnificent, sequential 
prophetic outline picturing the multi-staged master plan of salvation for all of humanity. Rather than 
viewing them as obsolete relics of an ancient era, the true church recognizes them as living prophecies, 
walking through each step of the calendar precisely as commanded. 

The Weekly Seventh-Day Sabbath 

The foundational rhythm of the biblical calendar begins with the weekly seventh-day Sabbath. Instituted 
at creation and enshrined in the heart of the Ten Commandments, the Sabbath was designed to serve as a 
perpetual, open sign between the Creator and His sanctified people. Jesus Christ strongly affirmed the 
enduring purpose of this day, explicitly declaring His ultimate authority over it: 

“Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath.” (Mark 2:28) 

Because Christ is the Lord of the Sabbath, the day that bears His signature is the seventh day of the week, 
not a humanly substituted first-day replacement. The New Testament record demonstrates that the 
apostolic church consistently maintained this pattern, gathering uniformly on the seventh day to preach, 
study scripture, and worship, long after the resurrection and ascension of Christ: 

“And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these words 
might be preached to them the next sabbath... And the next sabbath day came almost the 
whole city together to hear the word of God.” (Acts 13:42, 44) 

“And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks.” 
(Acts 18:4) 

The Passover 

Observed annually on the evening of the fourteenth day of the first biblical month (Nisan), the Passover 
stands as the solemn foundation of God's festival calendar. Jesus did not abolish this sacred memorial. 
Instead, during His deeply symbolic final meal on the night He was betrayed, He seamlessly transitioned 
its physical symbols, moving from the blood of a slain lamb to the unleavened bread and wine, 
representing His own sinless body and supreme, substitutionary sacrifice: 

“And he said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I 
suffer...” (Luke 22:15) 

Decades after the death of Christ, the apostle Paul delivered strict instructions to the Gentile-majority 
congregation in Corinth, commanding them to continue preserving this memorial on that exact 
anniversary night, precisely as Christ had instituted it: 

“For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the 
same night in which he was betrayed took bread: And when he had given thanks, he brake it, 
and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. 
After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new 
testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as 



ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come.” (1 
Corinthians 11:23-26) 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread 

Immediately following the Passover, this seven-day festival commands believers to eat unleavened bread, 
picturing the active, daily commitment to purge the “leaven” of sin out of their lives while living in 
absolute sincerity and truth. Far from treating this feast as an outdated ritual, Paul explicitly ordered the 
New Testament church to observe it with deep spiritual understanding: 

“Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For 
even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old 
leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth.” (1 Corinthians 5:7-8) 

The Feast of Pentecost 

Celebrated exactly fifty days from the Sabbath during the week of Unleavened Bread, this annual Holy 
Day marks a monumental milestone in salvation history. It was on this exact day that the New Testament 
Church of God was officially born in power, as the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the assembled 
believers who were gathered in absolute structural and spiritual unity: 

“And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 
And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all 
the house where they were sitting.” (Acts 2:1-2) 

The Feast of Trumpets 

Observed on the first day of the seventh biblical month, this high Holy Day stands as a dramatic, sobering 
prophetic portrait of the future. It pictures the end-time culmination of human misrule and the literal 
return of Jesus Christ to the earth, arriving in absolute power and glory at the catastrophic blast of the 
seventh trumpet: 

“And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever.” (Revelation 11:15) 

The Day of Atonement 

This solemn annual appointment stands as a commanded day of fasting and complete affliction of the 
soul. Prophetically, it shadows the future cosmic cleansing of sin, the final binding and removal of Satan 
the devil, and the ultimate, total reconciliation of broken humanity with their Creator. 

The Feast of Tabernacles 

A joyful, seven-day autumn harvest festival, the Feast of Tabernacles commands believers to temporarily 
dwell in temporary booths, picturing the future thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ (the Millennium) on 
the earth. During this glorious era, peace, abundance, and the knowledge of God will cover the world. 
Jesus Himself set a powerful, non-negotiable example by actively traveling to Jerusalem to keep this 
feast, even in the face of intense physical danger, commanding His followers to walk in His footsteps: 



“Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up yet unto this feast; for my time is not yet full come... But 
when his brethren were gone up, then went he also up unto the feast, not openly, but as it 
were in secret... Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and taught.” 
(John 7:8, 10, 14) 

The Last Great Day (The Eighth Day) 

Observed immediately following the Feast of Tabernacles on the eighth day, this final Holy Day provides 
a profound answer to one of humanity's greatest questions. It pictures the Great White Throne 
Judgment—the grand, ultimate resurrection of the billions of human beings who have lived and died 
across the ages without ever receiving a genuine, fair opportunity to hear, understand, and accept God's 
truth. Jesus framed the meaning of this day during His ministry, pointing toward the ultimate outpouring 
of the water of life: 

“In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, 
let him come unto me, and drink.” (John 7:37) 

By walking through this complete annual framework year after year, the true Church of God does not 
merely look back at ancient history; it possesses a living, sequential roadmap that guides them through the 
prophetic future of human destiny. 

4. The End-Time Identity: The Commandments and the Spirit of 
Prophecy 

As history races toward the climax of this present evil age, the book of Revelation provides an explicit, 
razor-sharp prophetic profile of the faithful remnant of the true church. This little flock is depicted under 
severe trial, facing the full fury of a compromised world system. Yet, scripture identifies them not by their 
corporate size or political influence, but by two specific, inseparable traits: 

“And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her 
seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” 
(Revelation 12:17) 

The identity of this persecuted collective is absolutely unmistakable. First, they are characterized by their 
unyielding obedience to the literal laws of God—including the keeping of the seventh-day Sabbath and 
the annual festival statutes. Second, they actively possess “the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Lest human 
imagination attempt to redefine this second marker, the book of Revelation provides its own precise, 
direct commentary just a few chapters later: 

“...worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” (Revelation 19:10) 

These two attributes form a unified, structurally locked identity. The true church is recognized by its 
literal law-keeping coupled with the active spirit of prophecy—a deep, spiritually revealed understanding 
of end-time events. This connection is profoundly practical. Because the church faithfully keeps the 
annual Holy Days of Leviticus 23, it holds the master key that unlocks the chronological timeline of 
human destiny. The festivals act as an annual rehearsal, teaching the church exactly how, why, and when 
Christ's multi-staged return will unfold, ensuring they are not left in darkness. 



5. The Structural Continuity: The Church in the Wilderness and 
New Israel 

A common error within mainstream religious teaching is the belief that the church was an entirely new 
invention that suddenly appeared in the New Testament, completely disconnected from everything that 
came before it. However, careful scriptural analysis reveals that the New Covenant Church of God is 
actually the direct spiritual continuation and structural expansion of the ancient congregation of Israel. 

This profound continuity is preserved in the linguistic history of the Bible itself. Centuries before the birth 
of Christ, when the Hebrew scriptures were translated into Greek (the Septuagint), the translators 
uniformly utilized the exact Greek word ekklesia to represent the Hebrew word qahal, which defined the 
gathered assembly of Israel. This connection is explicitly brought to light by the martyr Stephen during 
his inspired testimony before the Sanhedrin, where he refers directly to the Israelite camp assembled at 
the base of Mount Sinai: 

“This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in the 
mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us...” (Acts 
7:38) 

Stephen calls ancient Israel “the church in the wilderness.” Just as God called Israel out of the physical 
bondage of Egypt, so He calls His New Testament church out of the spiritual bondage of this present 
world. The historical mirroring between these two eras is structurally perfect, showing an intentional 
divine design that spans across millennia: 

Attribute The Church in the Wilderness 
(Israel) 

The New Testament Church of 
God 

The Foundation Built structurally upon the 12 Tribes of 
Israel. 

Built structurally upon the 12 Apostles 
of Christ. 

The Identity Explicitly called the “Congregation of 
the Lord.” 

Explicitly named the “Church of God” 
across the Epistles. 

The Calendar Commanded to keep the seventh-day 
Sabbath and annual Feast Days 
(Leviticus 23). 

Commanded to preserve the Sabbath and 
Feast Days (1 Corinthians 5:8). 

The Core Law Given the Ten Commandments inscribed 
on physical tablets of stone. 

Given the Ten Commandments inscribed 
upon the heart by the Holy Spirit. 

The Ultimate Goal Traveling physically through a desert 
toward a physical Promised Land. 

Traveling spiritually through life toward 
the literal Kingdom of God. 

 



Conclusion: The Uncompromising Line of Truth 

When we weigh the collective, uniform witness of the Holy Scriptures, a stunning portrait emerges. The 
true Church of God stands in sharp, uncompromising contrast to the traditions, syncretism, and changing 
philosophies of modern mainstream Christianity. It is an entity defined not by external novelty, massive 
numbers, or cultural accommodation, but by absolute, unwavering fidelity to its original instructions. 

The true assembly is clearly identified by its biblical name—the Church of God—proving its submission 
to the Father's absolute governance and ownership. It functions as the true pillar and ground of the truth, 
boldly elevating the pure Word of God over the shifting sands of human customs and traditions. Most 
visibly, it is defined by its steadfast, annual keeping of the weekly seventh-day Sabbath and the seven 
annual Holy Days recorded in Leviticus 23, utilizing this prophetic framework to safely navigate the 
master plan of salvation. As the direct spiritual continuation of the assembly in the wilderness, this 
faithful collective continues its spiritual journey through this present world, holding fast to the immutable 
commandments of God and protecting the living, active testimony of Jesus Christ until the final trumpet 
sounds. 


