THE ROAR OF ZION

A Study of the End Times in the Book of Amos Through the Lens of Scripture
Interpreting Scripture

Introduction: The Method of Interpreting Divine
Symmetry

The Book of Amos is rarely treated as a premier text about the end times in modern discussions
of prophecy. To the casual reader, its lines read like a judgment aimed at a specific place and
time against ancient nations of the Middle East long since dissolved into the dust of time. Yet,
the basic principle of biblical prophecy remains steadfast: "The thing that hath been, it is that
which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing
under the sun' (Ecclesiastes 1:9). When interpreted through the unified message of Scripture—
where scripture consistently explains and clarifies scripture—the warnings of the Judean
herdsman expand from their ancient borders to outline the final worldwide events of human
history.

Throughout this detailed study, we will peel back the historical setting of Amos to expose its
profound pattern that applies both in history and at the end times. We will discover that the
judgments against surrounding nations of Chapter 1 describe nearby enemies in the end times;
that the sea-trading power of Tyre serves as the economic engine fueling Babylon the Great; that
Israel’s severe punishment flows from a broken marriage covenant; and that the ultimate
restoration promised in Chapter 9 connects the reconstruction of David's Tabernacle to the
physical reality of the Second Resurrection and the final events involving Gog and Magog after
the thousand-year reign. By allowing the rest of the Bible to interpret Amos's imagery, we move
away from speculation and step into a clear biblical pattern.

Act I: The War Cry and the Trap Among the Nations

Amos begins not with a whisper of warning, but with a terrifying roar: 'The Lord will roar from
Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, and
the top of Carmel shall wither' (Amos 1:2). To understand this roar, we must bypass human
commentaries and look directly to where this same supernatural event is repeated across the
prophets.

In Joel 3:16, the Holy Spirit utilizes the same wording, explicitly embedding it within the final,
global judgment of the nations: "The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from
Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the Lord will be the hope of his
people, and the strength of the children of Israel.' Joel places this roar in the 'Valley of
Jehoshaphat,' during the final judgment of the non-Israelite nations who have scattered God’s
people. Furthermore, the Apostle John brings this imagery into the New Testament climax,



portraying the Lord Jesus Christ descending as the ultimate Divine Warrior, from whose mouth
issues a sharp sword to smite the rebellious nations (Revelation 19:15).

Amos provides a precise historical anchor in verse 1: 'two years before the earthquake.' This was
no ordinary tremor; it was the devastating earthquake recorded in history that shook the nation
during the arrogant reign of King Uzziah. Zechariah 14:3-5 directly picks up this historical event
and hurls it thousands of years into the future, linking it to the physical return of Christ upon
the Mount of Olives: "Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against those nations... And ye shall
flee to the valley of the mountains... yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake
in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with
thee.' The earthquake of Amos 1:1 is the physical preview of the final reshaping of the earth at
the Second Coming.

Act I1: The Structure of the Final World System —
Babylon and Tyre

In Amos 1:9-10, the prophet turns his eyes to Tyre, condemning her because she 'delivered up
the whole captivity to Edom, and remembered not the brotherly covenant,' declaring that a
supernatural fire would devour her palaces. To understand Tyre's role in prophecy, we must
understand the biblical pattern in which the head represents the whole system. In Daniel 2, the
enormous statue represents the complete and continuous system of gentile world empires.
Though composed of different metals—gold, silver, bronze, iron, and clay—the statue stands as a
single system. Daniel tells Nebuchadnezzar, 'Thou art this head of gold' (Daniel 2:38). Because
the head defines the entire body, the final, global political and religious system is structurally
and spiritually named for its origin: Babylon the Great.

If Babylon is the political and religious head of this global system, Tyre is its center of trade and
sea commerce. We see this explicitly detailed in Ezekiel 27 and 28. Ezekiel describes Tyre not
merely as a city, but as a luxurious, global trade network trafficking in silver, iron, tin, lead,
ivory, emeralds, and even 'the persons of men' (Ezekiel 27:13). In Ezekiel 28, the prophecy
seamlessly shifts from the human 'Prince of Tyre' to the spiritual power operating behind the
system: the 'King of Tyre,' a fallen cherub full of wisdom and perfect in beauty, whose heart was
lifted up because of his riches and 'the multitude of thy merchandise.' Tyre is the blueprint for
an economic system driven by satanic influence, the pursuit of wealth, and pride.

When the Apostle John describes the complete collapse of the end-time global system in
Revelation 18, he does not invent new vocabulary; he copies the description of Tyre verbatim.
The 'merchants of the earth' weep over Babylon the Great because no man buys their
merchandise anymore—merchandise of gold, silver, precious stones, fine linen, and 'slaves, and
souls of men' (Revelation 18:13). Babylon the Great is the final spiritual, political, and economic
form of the ancient Tyre-Babylon alliance. Amos’s decree of fire upon Tyre is a direct prophecy
of the sudden, total economic destruction of the global financial system at the end of the age.

Act ITI: The Broken Marriage Covenant



After indicting the surrounding gentile nations in Chapter 1, Amos springs a carefully built
argument in Chapter 2 and 3, focusing the full weight of divine fury directly onto Judah and
Israel. The justification for this severe, targeted punishment is laid bare in Amos 3:2: 'You only
have I known of all the families of the earth: therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.'

To the modern reader, this sounds harsh, but when cross-referenced with the rest of the
prophets, the legal and relational meaning becomes clear. The relationship established at Mount
Sinai was not a mere set of laws; it was a literal marriage covenant. The Hebrew word for
'known' (yada) indicates deep, personal intimacy like that of marriage. God bypassed the non-
Israelite nations that worshiped idols to enter into an exclusive, marital contract with the
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, giving them His laws, commands, and rulings as
their wedding vows.

Jeremiah 31:32 confirms this exact marital definition, stating that the old covenant was broken
by Israel, 'which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord.'
Ezekiel 16 expands this into a heartbreaking narrative, where God describes finding Israel as an
abandoned, exposed infant, cleansing her, clothing her in fine linen, and swearing an oath: 'yea,
I entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord God, and thou bakedst mine, and thou
becamest mine.' Yet, Israel immediately used her God-given beauty to play the harlot with pagan
nations, changing His judgments into wickedness.

Amos’s contemporary, Hosea, lived out this divine heartbreak by being commanded to marry a
literal prostitute to mirror God’s relationship with His unfaithful people: 'Plead with your
mother, plead: for she is not my wife, neither am I her husband' (Hosea 2:2). Israel's turning
away from the Law was not an ordinary violation of a law; it was serious unfaithfulness to God.
Because they alone possessed the intimate knowledge of the living God and knew His laws,
statutes, and judgments, they were fully accountable. This pattern helps explain the lasting
principle that judgment must begin at the house of God (1 Peter 4:17). In its primary New
Testament setting, the “house of God” refers to the Church, but the principle also applies to
Israel, which had received and understood God’s covenant requirements before judgment
extended to the surrounding nations.

Act IV: The Rebuilding of the Fallen Tabernacle

The Book of Amos does not close in the ashes of the broken marriage covenant. In Amos 9:11,
the prophecy shifts dramatically from destruction to complete rebuilding: 'In that day will I raise
up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his
ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old.'

What is this 'tabernacle of David,' and why must it be rebuilt instead of the grand Temple of
Solomon? Historically, David's tabernacle (1 Chronicles 16) was a simple tent erected on Mount
Zion to house the Ark of the Covenant. Unlike the Mosaic Tabernacle, which was restricted by
strict barriers around the outer court and a once-a-year veil, David's tent was characterized by
open access, continuous, joyful worship, and a remarkable reality: Jews and Gentiles
worshipped together before the uncovered presence of God. Prophetically, the 'tabernacle’ refers



to the royal family line of David, which collapsed into ruin when the last king of Judah was
dethroned by Babylon.

The absolute key to unlocking this verse is found in the New Testament during the Jerusalem
Council in Acts 15. The early Church was facing a major question about faith and practice:
thousands of non-Jewish people were flooding into the faith, and the leaders did not know how
to integrate them without forcing them to undergo circumcision and take on the Mosaic Law.
The Apostle James stands up and quotes Amos 9:11 verbatim to solve the issue: 'Simeon hath
declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name.
And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written, After this I will return, and will build
again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down..."' (Acts 15:14-16).

James reveals the deeper meaning: the spiritual restoration of David’s Tabernacle began with
Jesus Christ rising from the dead and returning to heaven—the ultimate Seed of David—to the
heavenly throne. The inclusion of the Gentiles into the body of faith is the direct fulfillment of
Amos 9. Isaiah 16:5 reinforces this, stating that 'in mercy shall the throne be established: and he
shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking judgment, and
hastening righteousness.' The broken marriage covenant is completely healed through the cross,
bringing Jew and Gentile together under one eternal Davidic King.

Act V: The Great Awakening — Resurrections and Final
Deceptions

While the spiritual foundation of David's Tabernacle was laid at Christ's first coming, the literal
and physical fulfillment among the nations occurs at the back end of the timeline of prophecy.
Amos 9:14-15 declares that God will bring back the captivity of His people Israel, plant them
upon their land, and 'they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them.'
To fully understand how this final restoration fits alongside global end-time wars, we must read
together Ezekiel 37, 38, 39, and Revelation 20.

Ezekiel 37 presents the famous Vision of the Dry Bones. While frequently preached as a mere
national political revival, the text demands a literal, bodily resurrection. God explicitly states,
'Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and
bring you into the land of Israel' (Ezekiel 37:12). This matches the same process of the physical
resurrections outlined in the New Testament. Crucially, these resurrected people cry out, 'Our
bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts' (Ezekiel 37:11). This is the
language of a people who lived and died under the historical curse of the broken marriage
covenant—those who died outside of the initial covenant rewards, feeling completely cut off.

This links directly to the Second Resurrection described in Revelation 20:5: 'But the rest of the
dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished.' When this exceeding great army of
historical Israel is raised from their graves and granted God's Spirit so they can finally know the
Lord (Ezekiel 37:14), they are placed back into the land under the literal, personal rule of the
King from David’s line, Jesus Christ. This perfectly explains the unusual conditions among the
nations required for the War of Gog and Magog in Ezekiel 38 and 39.



In Ezekiel 38, the invading forces of Gog look upon Israel and describe them as a people who are
'at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates'
(Ezekiel 38:11). Throughout modern history, Israel has never lived without high-tech security
walls, iron domes, or heavy military defenses. The only era in which Israel can dwell in absolute,
unwalled, defenseless peace is during the thousand-year reign, protected by the personal
presence of the King. Thus, the massive invasion of Gog and Magog cannot happen before the
thousand-year reign; it takes place at the exact moment described in Revelation 20:7-9: 'And
when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, and shall go out to
deceive the nations... Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle... And they went up on
the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about... and fire came down from
God out of heaven, and devoured them.'

This clear agreement among these passages provides the final timeline, validating Daniel 12:2's
statement that 'many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting
life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.' The Second Resurrection raises the historical
masses who broke the covenant, giving them an era of truth under the restored Tabernacle of
David. When Satan makes his final, desperate attempt to destroy this unwalled kingdom
through the global hosts of Gog and Magog, God unleashes His final, consuming fire—cleansing
creation forever and transitioning humanity into the New Heavens, the New Earth, and the

eternal New Jerusalem.

Summary Table: Unified Prophetic Timeline

Prophetic Phase

Amos Blueprint

Clarifying Scripture &
Meaning

1. The Divine War Cry

Amos 1:2 - The Lord roars
from Zion.

Joel 3:16 / Rev 19:15 - Jesus
returns to execute final
judgment of the whole world

on the Day of the Lord.
2. Economic Collapse Amos 1:9-10 - The fiery Ezekiel 27-28 / Revelation 18
judgment on Tyre's palaces. - The total collapse of
Babylon’s global trade
system.

3. House of God Judged

Amos 2-3 - Israel punished
for breaking the marriage
VOWS.

Jeremiah 31:32 / 1 Peter 4:17
- Judgment begins with God’s
household, primarily the
Church, and the same
principle applies to Israel
because it knew God’s laws,
statutes, and judgments.

4. Tabernacle Rebuilt

Amos 9:11 - Raising up the
fallen tent of David.

Acts 15:14-17 / Isaiah 16:5 -
Jesus ascends the throne,
bringing the Gentiles into the
global body of faith.

5. Final Resurrection

Amos 9:14-15 - Israel
permanently replanted in the
land.

Ezekiel 37 / Rev 20:5 - The
Second Resurrection raises
the rest of the dead into an
unwalled kingdom during the




thousand-year reign before
Gog's fire.




