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James Version) 

Introduction: Letters from an Aged Spiritual Father 

Imagine sitting in a quiet room near the end of the first century. Outside, the Roman 
Empire is vast, loud, and full of competing philosophies. Inside the young Christian 
churches of Asia Minor, a different kind of storm is brewing. False teachers have slipped 
into the congregations, whispering clever-sounding ideas that twist the truth about who 
Jesus Christ really is and how a follower of God ought to live. Some claim that what you do 
with your body does not matter at all as long as your spirit feels enlightened. Others deny 
that Jesus Christ truly came in real human flesh and blood. Confusion, division, and 
spiritual weariness threaten to pull believers off course. 

Into this turbulent moment steps the Apostle John—now an elderly man, the last surviving 
eyewitness of the earthly ministry of Jesus. He had leaned his head against Jesus' chest at 
the Last Supper. He had stood at the foot of the cross. He had run to the empty tomb on 
resurrection morning. Now, writing with the warmth of a grandfather and the unshakable 
authority of an apostle, John pens three remarkable letters: First, Second, and Third John. 
Throughout these epistles, he repeatedly calls his readers 'my little children,' 'beloved,' and 
'sons of God.' His purpose is unmistakable: he wants the true children of God to know how 
to recognize authentic faith, how to guard their hearts against deception, and how to walk 
every single day in a way that reflects their Heavenly Father. 

Unlike a cold legal code or an abstract philosophy textbook, John's letters read like a 
heartfelt family conversation. He draws clear, unmistakable lines between light and 
darkness, truth and error, love and hatred, and the children of God versus the children of 
the devil. Every instruction he gives is designed to bring clarity, joy, and rock-solid 
assurance to ordinary believers trying to follow Christ faithfully. 



Chapter 1: Walking in the Light and Living in Honest 
Fellowship (1 John 1) 

1. Grounding Your Faith in Real Eyewitness Truth 

John begins his first letter not with a polite greeting, but with an urgent declaration of 
reality. Before a child of God can follow instructions, they must be certain that their faith 
rests on historical truth rather than clever myths. John testifies that Jesus Christ was real—
heard with human ears, seen with human eyes, and touched with human hands. 

1 John 1:1–4 (KJV): “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have 
handled, of the Word of life; (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear 
witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was 
manifested unto us;) That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 
also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ. And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.” 

Notice the first grand instruction implied here: enter into full, joyful fellowship with the 
Father, the Son, and fellow believers by holding fast to the apostolic eyewitness message. 
God does not call His children into dreary misery; He writes these truths so that 'your joy 
may be full.' True joy grows out of real connection with God. 

2. Refuse to Live a Double Life in the Dark 

Immediately after inviting believers into fellowship, John reveals the fundamental nature of 
the God we serve. God is pure, unblemished light. Because of who He is, His children cannot 
claim to walk closely with Him while deliberately living in moral and spiritual darkness. 

1 John 1:5–7 (KJV): “This then is the message which we have heard of him, and 
declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we 
have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we 
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 

Here is a straightforward, practical instruction for daily living: walk in the light. To walk in 
the light means living openly, transparently, and obediently before God. It means refusing 
to hide secret sins or make excuses for behavior that contradicts God's character. When we 
step out of the shadows and live honestly in God's presence, two wonderful things happen: 
we enjoy genuine, unguarded fellowship with other believers, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
continually cleanses us from every stain of sin. 



3. Practice Honest Confession Rather Than Denial 

Does walking in the light mean a child of God never stumbles or makes a mistake? Not at 
all. In fact, John warns that pretending we have no sin is one of the worst forms of self-
deception. Instead of covering up our failures or claiming we are above sin, God instructs 
His children to own up to their sins openly and bring them directly to Him. 

1 John 1:8–10 (KJV): “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him 
a liar, and his word is not in us.” 

This instruction is liberating for the everyday believer. You do not have to wear a mask of 
perfection. When you fail, do not run away from God or pretend nothing happened. Confess 
your sins specifically and sincerely. Because Jesus already paid the price on the cross, God is 
both faithful to His promise and completely just when He forgives you and scrubs your 
conscience clean. 

Chapter 2: Obedience, Brotherly Love, and Rejecting the 
World (1 John 2) 

1. Strive Against Sin, Yet Rely on Your Heavenly Advocate 

As chapter two opens, John speaks with deep tenderness. He clarifies why he has just 
spoken about confession: his goal is not to make sin seem casual, but to help God's children 
stop sinning. Yet, knowing human weakness, he immediately reminds us what to do when 
we do fall. 

1 John 2:1–2 (KJV): “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. 
And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 
And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world.” 

Think of the word 'advocate.' In a courtroom, an advocate is a defense attorney who stands 
beside you and pleads your case before the judge. When a child of God sins, Satan accuses, 
and conscience condemns, Jesus Christ the Righteous stands before the Father on our 
behalf—not arguing that we are innocent, but pointing to His own sacrifice ('propitiation') 
that satisfied divine justice once and for all. 

2. Prove You Know God by Keeping His Commandments 

In John's day, certain people boasted about having secret, mystical knowledge of God while 
ignoring His moral commands. John cuts right through that empty talk with an 
unmistakable test: real relationship with God always produces obedience. 



1 John 2:3–6 (KJV): “And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his 
commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of 
God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. He that saith he abideth in him 
ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.” 

Notice the instruction in verse 6: 'ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.' Being a 
child of God is not merely agreeing with religious statements ; it is imitating the daily 
footsteps of Jesus Christ—His humility, His truthfulness, His compassion, and His 
obedience to the Father. 

3. Refuse to Harbor Hatred Toward Fellow Believers 

Next, John zooms in on one specific command that sums up Christ's way of life: loving our 
brothers and sisters in the faith. You cannot claim to be bathed in God's light while nursing 
bitterness, spite, or hatred toward another Christian. 

1 John 2:9–11 (KJV): “He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in 
darkness even until now. He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is 
none occasion of stumbling in him. But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and 
walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath 
blinded his eyes.” 

Hatred acts like spiritual blindness—it makes a person stumble through life without 
realizing how lost they are. By contrast, active love keeps a believer steady, clear-eyed, and 
safe from tripping into spiritual ruin. 

4. Do Not Love the World or Its Passing Cravings 

After encouraging believers at every stage of spiritual maturity—little children whose sins 
are forgiven, young men who have overcome the wicked one, and fathers who deeply know 
God (1 John 2:12–14)—John issues one of the most famous and direct commands in the 
entire New Testament. 

1 John 2:15–17 (KJV): “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, 
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but 
is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the 
will of God abideth for ever.” 

Here, 'the world' does not mean the physical planet or the people God loves and wants to 
save. Rather, it means the organized system of human values, appetites, and ego that 
operates without God. John breaks its temptations into three timeless categories: physical 
cravings ('the lust of the flesh'), materialism and covetousness ('the lust of the eyes'), and 
status-seeking arrogance ('the pride of life'). God instructs His children not to give their 



hearts to a fading parade. Everything the world chases is expiring, whereas the person who 
does God's will stands forever. 

5. Abide in the Original Gospel to Guard Against Antichrists 

John warns his readers that 'many antichrists' have already appeared—teachers who once 
sat in the churches but eventually walked away because they never truly belonged to Christ 
(1 John 2:18–19). How does an ordinary believer avoid being swept away by smooth-talking 
deceivers? John's instruction is simple: stick closely to what you heard from the beginning 
and rely on the Holy Spirit's anointing. 

1 John 2:24–28 (KJV): “Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the 
beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also 
shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. And this is the promise that he hath 
promised us, even eternal life. These things have I written unto you concerning them 
that seduce you. But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye 
need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, 
and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. And 
now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, 
and not be ashamed before him at his coming.” 

To 'abide' means to stay put, remain connected, and make your permanent home in Christ. 
If you remain anchored in the original truth of the gospel, you will be able to stand tall with 
joyful confidence on the day Jesus returns, rather than shrinking back in embarrassment. 

Chapter 3: Living Up to the Family Name—Purity and 
Practical Love (1 John 3) 

1. Purify Yourself in Hope of Christ's Return 

Chapter three opens with a burst of awe. John wants believers to pause and marvel at the 
staggering privilege of being adopted into God's own household. 

1 John 3:1–3 (KJV): “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, 
that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it 
knew him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see 
him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is 
pure.” 

Notice how hope fuels holiness. Because we know that Jesus is coming back and that we will 
be transformed to resemble Him, we begin preparing now. The instruction is clear: purify 
yourself. Every true child of God actively cooperates with God to clean out impure habits, 
motives, and thoughts because they want to resemble their Elder Brother. 



2. Reject a Lifestyle of Practicing Sin 

John draws a bold contrast between those who belong to God and those who belong to the 
devil. While believers still stumble occasionally (as seen in 1 John 1:8–2:1), they cannot 
comfortably make sin their settled habit or unbroken lifestyle. 

1 John 3:4–10 (KJV): “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin 
is the transgression of the law. And ye know that he was manifested to take away our 
sins; and in him is no sin. Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth 
hath not seen him, neither known him. Little children, let no man deceive you: he that 
doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. He that committeth sin is of the 
devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. Whosoever is born of God doth 
not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of 
God. In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever 
doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.” 

John warns: 'Little children, let no man deceive you.' Do not let anyone convince you that 
you can live in habitual, unrepentant sin and still belong to God. Jesus came specifically to 
destroy the devil's works in our lives. When God gives you new birth, He plants His own 
spiritual DNA ('his seed') inside you, making continuous, comfortable rebellion against God 
impossible. 

3. Love in Tangible Action, Not Just Polite Words 

What does righteous living look like in everyday life? John points back to the earliest pages 
of human history—to Cain, who murdered his righteous brother Abel out of envy—and 
contrasts Cain's murderous jealousy with Jesus' self-sacrificing cross. 

1 John 3:14–18 (KJV): “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because 
we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. Whosoever hateth 
his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in 
him. Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth 
his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth 
the love of God in him? My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but 
in deed and in truth.” 

This is one of the most practical instructions in Scripture. Anyone can say 'I love you' or 'I'll 
pray for you' when it costs nothing. John challenges God's children: if you have material 
resources and see a fellow believer genuinely lacking food, clothing, or basic necessities, and 
you slam the door of your heart shut, God's love is not operating in you. True Christian love 
shows up with open hands, real generosity, and concrete help. 



4. Keep a Clear Conscience and Pray with Boldness 

When we practice active, truthful love, it settles our own anxious hearts before God. John 
concludes chapter three by showing how obedience and love unlock confident, effective 
prayer. 

1 John 3:21–24 (KJV): “Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we 
confidence toward God. And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his 
commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. And this is his 
commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one 
another, as he gave us commandment. And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth 
in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he 
hath given us.” 

Look at how cleanly John summarizes God's entire requirement for His children in verse 23: 
believe wholeheartedly in Jesus Christ, and love one another just as He commanded. Faith 
and love are the two rails on which the Christian life runs. 

Chapter 4: Spiritual Discernment and Fearless Divine Love 
(1 John 4) 

1. Test Every Spiritual Message Against the Truth About Jesus 

Not every persuasive speaker, emotional spiritual experience, or religious movement comes 
from God. In chapter four, John gives the children of God a vital instruction for self-
protection: exercise careful spiritual discernment. 

1 John 4:1–6 (KJV): “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they 
are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye 
the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of 
God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of 
God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and 
even now already is it in the world. Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome 
them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. They are of the 
world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. We are of God: he 
that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the 
spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.” 

Believers are instructed not to be gullible. 'Try the spirits'—put every teaching to the test. 
Does the message honor the full truth of Jesus Christ, God's Son who truly came in human 
flesh to save sinners? Does it align with the apostles' teaching in Scripture? And as you 
stand firm against false ideas, take courage from verse 4: 'greater is he that is in you, than he 
that is in the world.' God's Spirit inside you is far stronger than any spiritual deception 
outside you. 



2. Reflect God's Character Because God Is Love 

Having warned believers to test false teachings, John returns to his favorite theme: divine 
love. Why must the children of God love one another? Because love is not merely something 
God does—love is who God is. 

1 John 4:7–12 (KJV): “Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every 
one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; 
for God is love. In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent 
his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. No man hath seen 
God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in 
us.” 

Think about the profound beauty of verse 12: nobody can see the invisible God with physical 
eyes, yet when God's children love one another sacrificially, the invisible God becomes 
visible in the room! Our love for one another is the clearest window through which a 
watching world sees what God is like. 

3. Let Mature Love Drive Out Fear 

Many believers quietly worry about whether they will be rejected by God on the Day of 
Judgment. John instructs us to rest completely in God's love so that terror is replaced by 
peaceful boldness. 

1 John 4:16–21 (KJV): “And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. 
God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. Herein is our 
love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, 
so are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: 
because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. We love him, 
because he first loved us. If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for 
he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath 
not seen? And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his 
brother also.” 

Fear brings torment and anxiety, like a slave cowering before a harsh master. A true child of 
God does not live in dread because they know their Father loved them first and sent His Son 
to rescue them. And notice John's logical clincher at the end: you cannot claim to love an 
unseen God in heaven while despising a visible brother or sister standing right in front of 
you. 



Chapter 5: Victorious Faith, Certain Assurance, and 
Guarding Against Idols (1 John 5) 

1. Delight in God's Commands and Overcome the World by Faith 

To outsiders, keeping God's commandments looks like a heavy, joyless list of restrictions. 
John explains that for someone who has been born again by God's Spirit, obedience is 
entirely different. 

1 John 5:1–5 (KJV): “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and 
every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. By this we 
know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments. 
For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are 
not grievous. For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the 
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, 
but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” 

When you love the Father, you naturally love His other children, and His instructions are 
'not grievous'—they are not crushing burdens, because His Spirit gives us a new heart that 
wants to please Him. Furthermore, faith in Jesus Christ is the secret weapon that enables 
ordinary believers to overcome the pressures, temptations, and hostility of the world. 

2. Stand on God's Witness and Know You Have Eternal Life 

One of John's greatest desires is that true children of God never have to guess or hope 
nervously about their salvation. God has given clear, reliable testimony concerning His Son, 
and believing that testimony brings immediate, settled eternal life. 

1 John 5:10–15 (KJV): “He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in 
himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the 
record that God gave of his Son. And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son 
of God hath not life. These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the 
Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the 
name of the Son of God. And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask 
any thing according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, 
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.” 

Look at the crystal clarity of verses 11–13: eternal life is not a future lottery ticket you hope 
to win after you die; it is a present possession found exclusively in Jesus Christ. If you have 
the Son, you have eternal life right now—and God wants you to *know* it! That assurance 
also fuels a vibrant prayer life: when we pray in alignment with God's will, we know He 
hears and answers. 



3. Pray for Struggling Brothers and Keep Yourself from Idols 

In the final verses of First John, the apostle gives three closing instructions: intercede in 
prayer for fellow believers who stumble into sin (1 John 5:16–17), remember that God keeps 
His children safe from the grip of the wicked one (1 John 5:18–20), and end with one sharp, 
memorable final command. 

1 John 5:18–21 (KJV): “We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he 
that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not. And we 
know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. And we know that the 
Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is 
true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, 
and eternal life. Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.” 

Why end a letter about Jesus Christ with 'Little children, keep yourselves from idols'? 
Because anything—whether a statue, a career, money, a relationship, or a distorted mental 
image of God—that takes the supreme place of Jesus Christ in your heart is an idol. Guard 
your heart fiercely so that the true God alone sits on the throne of your life. 

Chapter 6: Balancing Truth and Love While Guarding the 
Door (2 John) 

1. Walk Together in Truth and Mutual Love 

John's second epistle is a brief, urgent postcard written to 'the elect lady and her children'—
the true church of God which is the body of Christ. John rejoices to see her children walking 
in the truth and reminds them that truth and love are inseparable partners. 

2 John 1:4–6 (KJV): “I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, 
as we have received a commandment from the Father. And now I beseech thee, lady, not 
as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the 
beginning, that we love one another. And this is love, that we walk after his 
commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, 
ye should walk in it.” 

In modern culture, people often pit 'truth' against 'love,' assuming that loving someone 
means ignoring what is true, or that standing for truth means being harsh and unloving. 
John refuses to separate them. Real love is defined by walking in God's truth, and real truth 
always expresses itself through genuine love. 

2. Watch Yourselves and Do Not Support False Teachers 

In the ancient world, inns were often dangerous and immoral places, so traveling Christian 
preachers relied on the hospitality of believers' homes and local house churches. However, 



deceivers were taking advantage of Christian generosity to spread toxic doctrines denying 
Jesus Christ. John issues a firm instruction: be hospitable to faithful believers, but do not 
give a platform, financial support, or spiritual endorsement to false teachers. 

2 John 1:7–11 (KJV): “For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. Look to 
yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a 
full reward. Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not 
God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If 
there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil 
deeds.” 

The instruction 'Look to yourselves' urges every child of God to stay spiritually alert so they 
do not forfeit the rich reward of faithful service. While Christians should always show basic 
human kindness to neighbors in need, we must never welcome false teachers into our 
fellowships as spiritual leaders or bless their deceptive ministries, lest we become partners 
in spreading error. 

Chapter 7: Generous Hospitality, Godly Leadership, and 
Imitating Good (3 John) 

1. Support Faithful Workers for the Truth 

Third John gives us a vivid snapshot of everyday life inside a first-century church. John 
writes to a dear friend named Gaius, a believer whose spiritual health was thriving. John 
expresses a parent's highest joy when seeing his spiritual children live faithfully. 

3 John 1:2–8 (KJV): “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and 
be in health, even as thy soul prospereth. For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came 
and testified of the truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth. I have no 
greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. Beloved, thou doest faithfully 
whatsoever thou doest to the brethren, and to strangers; Which have borne witness of 
thy charity before the church: whom if thou bring forward on their journey after a godly 
sort, thou shalt do well: Because that for his name's sake they went forth, taking nothing 
of the Gentiles. We therefore ought to receive such, that we might be fellowhelpers to the 
truth.” 

Look at the beautiful instruction in verses 5–8: when faithful missionaries and teachers 
travel out for the sake of Christ's name—refusing to beg money from unbelievers—God's 
children should welcome them warmly and supply what they need for their journey. When 
you generously support faithful servants of the gospel, you become a 'fellowhelper to the 
truth,' sharing directly in their ministry. 



2. Reject Ego-Driven Control and Imitate Only What Is Good 

Not everyone in Gaius's church shared his generous spirit. John exposes a domineering 
church leader named Diotrephes, who craved power, refused apostolic authority, slandered 
John, and even threw hospitable believers out of the congregation! John contrasts 
Diotrephes' pride with Demetrius, a man of spotless reputation, and leaves Gaius—and all of 
us—with a timeless rule for life. 

3 John 1:9–12 (KJV): “I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the 
preeminence among them, receiveth us not. Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his 
deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content 
therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, 
and casteth them out of the church. Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which 
is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God. 
Demetrius hath good report of all men, and of the truth itself: yea, and we also bear 
record; and ye know that our record is true.” 

In any church or community, you will encounter both selfish people like Diotrephes and 
faithful servants like Gaius and Demetrius. John's instruction is wonderfully simple: 
'Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good.' Never copy arrogance, gossip, 
or territorial pride—even if someone in a position of influence models it. Instead, imitate 
goodness, humility, and hospitality, knowing that those who consistently practice good 
prove they truly belong to God. 

Conclusion: A Summary Blueprint for the Children of God 

Taken together, the three epistles of John form an unforgettable portrait of what it means to 
be a genuine child of God. John does not leave believers guessing in the dark. He gives clear, 
repeatable instructions that anyone can understand and apply in daily life: 

• Walk in the Light (1 John 1:5–7): Live transparently before God without hiding 
secret sins or living a double life. 

• Confess Sins Honestly (1 John 1:8–2:2): Never pretend you are sinless; bring 
failures openly to God, trusting Jesus Christ your Advocate for cleansing. 

• Keep God's Commandments (1 John 2:3–6; 5:3): Demonstrate that you truly 
know God by walking in the footsteps of Jesus with joyful obedience by keeping Gods 
commandments. 

• Reject the World's Value System (1 John 2:15–17): Refuse to give your heart to 
fleeting physical cravings, materialism, and ego-driven pride. 

• Abide in the Original Gospel (1 John 2:24–28): Stay anchored in the apostolic 
truth about Jesus Christ so you will have confidence at His return. 

• Purify Yourself and Practice Righteousness (1 John 3:1–10): Live up to your 
adoption as God's child by turning away from habitual sin and pursuing holiness. 



• Love Fellow Believers in Deed and Truth (1 John 3:14–18; 4:7–21): Move 
beyond empty words to practical generosity, compassion, and fearless brotherly love. 

• Test Every Spiritual Message (1 John 4:1–6; 2 John 1:7–11): Measure every 
teaching against the truth that Jesus Christ came in the flesh, and never endorse false 
teachers. 

• Rest in Eternal Assurance and Guard Against Idols (1 John 5:11–21): Know 
with certainty that having the Son means having eternal life, and keep your heart free 
from every rival affection. 

• Support Faithful Ministry and Imitate Good (3 John 1:5–12): Practice generous 
hospitality toward faithful workers for the truth, and refuse to copy proud, divisive 
leaders. 

When a believer embraces these instructions—walking in light, standing firm in truth, and 
overflowing with active love—the family resemblance of Heaven shines unmistakably 
through their life, bringing fullness of joy to them and glory to their Father. 


