
Eyes on the Unseen: 
How Deathbed Blessings Shaped the Destiny of 

Israel 

Introduction: The Power of Final Words 
Imagine standing at the edge of your life, blind with age, weak in body, and living as a stranger in a 
foreign land. Your surroundings suggest you have nothing left to give. Yet, inside your mind, you see a 
vibrant map of the future—a reality more solid than the bed you rest on. This is exactly how the Bible 
describes the final days of the grand patriarchs Isaac and Jacob. In the New Testament, Hebrews 11:20-
21 commends them for a very specific reason: they passed on family blessings entirely by faith. But what 
made these deathbed moments so legendary? To truly understand, we have to travel back to the 
ancient, dramatic accounts where these promises were born. 

Isaac's Trembling Submission 
Hebrews 11:20 tells us that 'by faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.' The 
backstory in Genesis reveals that this was not a peaceful family ceremony. Before the twin brothers 
were even born, God told their mother, Rebekah, that 'the elder shall serve the younger.' This 
completely flipped ancient tradition upside down, where the firstborn son always received the primary 
blessing. 

Isaac, favoring his rugged oldest son Esau, tried to ignore God's plan and give him the blessing anyway. 
However, through a famous plot involving disguises and fake animal fur, the younger son Jacob tricked 
his blind father into blessing him instead. When Isaac discovered the deception, he didn't fly into a rage 
and cancel it. Genesis 27:33 notes that Isaac 'trembled very exceedingly' as he realized God had 
overruled his human favoritism. In that moment of trembling, Isaac chose faith over his own desires. He 
declared with absolute certainty, 'yea, and he shall be blessed.' He trusted that God’s sovereign word 
concerning things to come was unshakeable. 

Jacob's Crossed Hands and Prophetic Sight 
Generations later, Jacob found himself in a similar position. He was dying in Egypt, far away from the 
Promised Land of Canaan. When his son Joseph brought his two boys, Manasseh and Ephraim, to 
receive their grandfather’s final blessing, Joseph carefully positioned them by birth order. He placed the 
older boy by Jacob's right hand and the younger by his left. 

But Jacob did something shocking. He deliberately crossed his arms, placing his primary right-hand 
blessing on the younger boy, Ephraim. Joseph tried to stop his father, thinking the old man's failing 
eyesight had caused an error. But Jacob refused, saying, 'I know it, my son, I know it.' Physically blind, 



Jacob was operating by brilliant spiritual sight. He wasn't acting on a sudden whim or a new voice; he 
was executing an assignment driven by deep, long-held confidence in what God had promised him 
decades earlier. 

The Blueprint: The Mirror of Bethel 
Jacob’s final actions on his deathbed were a perfect mirror image of two monumental encounters he 
had with God at a place called Luz (later renamed Bethel). Right before blessing the boys, Jacob 
reminded Joseph of these moments, saying, 'God Almighty appeared unto me at Luz... and blessed me.' 
When we look at what God said then versus what Jacob did on his deathbed, the precision is staggering: 

What God Promised at Bethel How Jacob Executed It (Genesis 48) 

God introduced Himself as 'God Almighty' 
(Genesis 35:11). 

Jacob anchored his authority in 'God Almighty' 
(Genesis 48:3). 

God told Jacob to 'be fruitful and multiply' 
(Genesis 35:11). 

Jacob trusted God would 'make thee fruitful, 
and multiply thee' (Genesis 48:4). 

God promised a 'company of nations' would 
come from him (Genesis 35:11). 

Jacob prophesied the younger son's seed would 
become a 'multitude of nations' (Genesis 48:19). 

God promised to give the land to his 
descendants (Genesis 35:12). 

Jacob legally adopted Joseph's sons to split the 
land, calling it an 'everlasting possession' 
(Genesis 48:4). 

 

Conclusion: Legacies Built on the Invisible 
Ultimately, the actions of Isaac and Jacob were defined as 'faith' because they were managing an 
inheritance they did not physically possess. They did not own a single acre of the land they were dividing 
up, and they would not live to see their tiny families swell into great global superpowers. As Hebrews 11 
elegantly concludes, they died not having received the physical promises, but having seen them afar off, 
fully persuaded of their truth. 

By passing down these prophetic blessings with their final breaths, Isaac and Jacob proved that God's 
invisible word was more real to them than the visible world around them. Their ancient choices remind 
us that true legacy isn't built on what we can grasp with our hands today, but on what we trust God to 
build long after we are gone. 
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