
Coordinated Bible Study: 1–2 Kings and 1–2 
Chronicles 
A synchronized overview of Israel’s monarchy, Judah’s kings, 
covenant faithfulness, temple worship, judgment, exile, and hope. 

Purpose of This Study 
This Bible study coordinates the books of 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chronicles, and 2 Chronicles 
into one unified guide. Kings gives a broad prophetic history of both Israel and Judah, 
explaining the spiritual causes of national decline and exile. Chronicles retells much of the 
same history with special focus on Judah, David’s line, the temple, worship, and hope after 
exile. 

The goal is to read these books together so the repeated material becomes complementary 
rather than confusing. Kings often asks, “Why did judgment come?” Chronicles often asks, 
“Where is hope found after judgment?” Together, they show that God is holy, patient, just, 
merciful, and faithful to His covenant promises. 

How the Four Books Fit Together 
1 Kings begins with Solomon’s reign, the building of the temple, and the tragic division of 
the kingdom after Solomon’s death. It then follows the kings of Israel and Judah, 
highlighting the ministries of prophets such as Elijah. 2 Kings continues the divided 
kingdom story, including Elisha’s ministry, the fall of Israel to Assyria, the reforms of 
Hezekiah and Josiah, the fall of Jerusalem to Babylon, and the exile. 

1 Chronicles begins with genealogies from Adam to Israel, then focuses on Saul’s death 
and David’s reign, especially David’s preparation for temple worship. 2 Chronicles begins 
with Solomon and the temple, then follows mainly Judah’s kings until Jerusalem falls and 
Cyrus of Persia permits the exiles to return. 

Book-by-Book Summaries 

1 Kings 
Main movement: Solomon’s glory, Solomon’s failure, the divided kingdom, and the rise of 
prophetic confrontation. 



• Solomon’s reign: wisdom, wealth, international influence, and temple 
construction. 

• Temple dedication: worship centers on Jerusalem, with prayer for mercy when the 
people sin and repent. 

• Solomon’s decline: foreign alliances, idolatry, and divided loyalty lead toward 
national fracture. 

• Kingdom divided: Rehoboam rules Judah in the south; Jeroboam rules Israel in the 
north and establishes rival worship centers. 

• Prophetic conflict: Elijah confronts Ahab, Jezebel, Baal worship, injustice, and 
covenant rebellion. 

2 Kings 
Main movement: continued decline, prophetic witness, partial reforms, and eventual exile. 

• Elisha’s ministry: miracles reveal God’s power, compassion, and authority over 
Israel and the nations. 

• Israel’s fall: the northern kingdom persists in idolatry and is conquered by Assyria. 
• Judah’s mixed kings: some kings pursue reform, but many continue rebellion. 
• Hezekiah and Josiah: major moments of faithfulness, reform, and renewed 

attention to God’s law. 
• Jerusalem destroyed: Babylon conquers Judah, destroys the temple, and carries 

many into exile. 

1 Chronicles 
Main movement: identity, continuity, David’s kingship, and preparation for temple worship. 

• Genealogies: Israel’s story is rooted in God’s long covenant purposes from Adam 
forward. 

• Saul’s death: the monarchy’s failure is interpreted spiritually. 
• David established: David becomes the central covenant king and unifier of Israel. 
• Ark and worship: David brings the ark to Jerusalem and organizes worship. 
• Temple preparation: David gathers materials, organizes priests and Levites, and 

charges Solomon to build the temple. 

2 Chronicles 
Main movement: Solomon’s temple, Judah’s kings, reform, judgment, and restoration 
hope. 



• Solomon and the temple: the temple becomes the focus of worship, prayer, 
sacrifice, and divine presence. 

• Judah-focused history: after the division, Chronicles primarily follows the Davidic 
line in Judah. 

• Reform and repentance: kings such as Asa, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, and Josiah 
show what renewed devotion can look like. 

• Failure and warning: leaders and people repeatedly drift into idolatry and covenant 
unfaithfulness. 

• Cyrus’s decree: the ending points beyond exile toward return, rebuilding, and 
renewed hope. 

Coordinated Synchronization Chart 
Historical 
Period 

Kings Coverage Chronicles 
Coverage 

Key Details for Study 

Foundations 
and 
Genealogies 

Not the focus of 
Kings 

1 Chronicles 1–9 Chronicles roots Israel’s 
story in creation, covenant, 
tribes, priests, Levites, and 
post-exile identity. 

Saul to David Background in 
Samuel; Kings 
begins after 
David’s final days 

1 Chronicles 10–
29 

Chronicles highlights Saul’s 
failure, David’s covenant 
role, worship, and temple 
preparation. 

Solomon’s Rise 
and Wisdom 

1 Kings 1–5 2 Chronicles 1–2 Solomon receives wisdom, 
wealth, and responsibility to 
lead God’s people rightly. 

Temple 
Construction 
and Dedication 

1 Kings 6–8 2 Chronicles 3–7 Both accounts emphasize 
God’s presence, prayer, 
sacrifice, and the temple as 
the center of worship. 

Solomon’s 
Prosperity and 
Decline 

1 Kings 9–11 2 Chronicles 8–9 Kings strongly emphasizes 
Solomon’s spiritual decline; 
Chronicles emphasizes his 
temple-centered reign and 
glory. 

Kingdom 
Divides 

1 Kings 12–14 2 Chronicles 10–
12 

The kingdom splits into Israel 
in the north and Judah in the 



south; false worship 
accelerates decline. 

Early Divided 
Kingdom 

1 Kings 15–16 2 Chronicles 13–
16 

Chronicles gives fuller 
attention to Judah’s reforms 
and failures, especially 
under kings such as Asa. 

Elijah and Ahab 1 Kings 17–22 Limited direct 
parallel 

Kings highlights prophetic 
confrontation against Baal 
worship, injustice, and 
covenant rebellion. 

Elisha and 
Continuing 
Decline 

2 Kings 1–13 Limited direct 
parallel 

Elisha’s miracles display 
God’s power and mercy amid 
Israel’s spiritual decay. 

Fall of Northern 
Israel 

2 Kings 14–17 Chronicles 
mentions Israel 
mainly when it 
affects Judah 

Assyria conquers Israel; 
Kings explains the fall as the 
result of persistent idolatry 
and covenant unfaithfulness. 

Hezekiah’s 
Reign 

2 Kings 18–20 2 Chronicles 29–
32 

Kings emphasizes Assyrian 
crisis and deliverance; 
Chronicles expands 
Hezekiah’s temple cleansing 
and worship reforms. 

Manasseh to 
Josiah 

2 Kings 21–23 2 Chronicles 33–
35 

Chronicles includes 
Manasseh’s repentance; 
both emphasize Josiah’s 
reform and recovery of God’s 
law. 

Fall of Judah 
and Exile 

2 Kings 24–25 2 Chronicles 36 Jerusalem falls, the temple is 
destroyed, and exile begins; 
Chronicles ends with Cyrus’s 
decree and hope of return. 

 



Major Themes Across the Four Books 

1. Covenant Faithfulness and Covenant Failure 
Each king is measured by loyalty to the Lord. Obedience brings blessing and stability; 
idolatry and injustice bring decline, invasion, and exile. The repeated evaluations of kings 
teach that leadership is spiritual before it is political. 

2. The Davidic Promise 
Chronicles especially keeps attention on David’s line. Even when kings fail, God’s covenant 
promise remains central. The hope of a faithful king continues beyond the exile. 

3. The Temple and True Worship 
The temple is not merely a building; it represents God’s presence, prayer, sacrifice, 
forgiveness, and ordered worship. Chronicles gives expanded attention to priests, Levites, 
musicians, offerings, and reforms because worship shapes national identity. 

4. Prophetic Warning and Mercy 
Kings highlights prophets who confront sin, call for repentance, and reveal God’s word. 
Elijah and Elisha show that God is not silent during decline. Judgment is never sudden; it 
comes after repeated warnings. 

5. Exile and Hope 
Kings ends with the tragedy of captivity but also hints that David’s line has not disappeared. 
Chronicles ends with Cyrus’s decree, pointing toward return, rebuilding, and renewed 
hope. 

Suggested Bible Study Method 
1. Read the Kings passage first to see the wider political and prophetic setting. 
2. Read the Chronicles parallel to see the temple, worship, Davidic, and theological 

emphasis. 
3. Compare what is included and omitted in each account. 
4. Ask why the emphasis differs: judgment, hope, worship, repentance, leadership, 

or covenant promise. 
5. Apply the lesson personally and corporately: What does this passage teach about 

faithfulness, worship, repentance, leadership, and trust in God? 



Discussion Questions 
1. Why do Kings and Chronicles tell much of the same history from different angles? 
2. What does Solomon’s life teach about wisdom, blessing, compromise, and divided 

loyalty? 
3. Why was false worship so destructive for Israel and Judah? 
4. How do Elijah and Elisha show God’s patience and power during national decline? 
5. What makes Hezekiah and Josiah important examples of reform? 
6. Why does Chronicles focus so strongly on the temple, priests, Levites, and worship? 
7. How does the fall of Jerusalem show both God’s justice and God’s faithfulness? 
8. Where do you see hope at the end of these books? 

One-Page Summary 
1 Kings shows the height of Solomon’s kingdom, the building of the temple, Solomon’s 
compromise, the division of the kingdom, and prophetic confrontation against idolatry. 

2 Kings shows the continuation of Israel and Judah’s decline, God’s prophetic warnings, 
moments of reform, the fall of Israel, the fall of Judah, and exile. 

1 Chronicles gives Israel identity through genealogy, highlights David’s covenant role, and 
presents David as organizer of worship and preparer for the temple. 

2 Chronicles retells Solomon’s temple-centered reign and Judah’s history with emphasis 
on worship, reform, repentance, judgment, and hope of restoration. 

Unified message: God’s people decline when they abandon Him, but God remains faithful 
to His covenant, calls His people to repentance, preserves hope through David’s line, and 
points toward restoration. 
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