“Honour Thy Father And Thy Mother”:
Its Spirit, Depth, and Understanding

As the law transitioned from the vertical relationship between man and God to the horizontal
relationships between human beings, the Almighty established the foundation of all societal order. He
did not begin with laws concerning murder, theft, or government. Instead, out of the fire of Sinai, the
fifth commandment positioned the family unit as the primary training ground for righteousness,
authority, and covenant preservation.

“Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the
Lord thy God giveth thee.” — Exodus 20:12

To the surface observer, this commandment is dismissed as a simple disciplinary rule for young children
to obey their parents. Yet, in its spirit, depth, and understanding, the Fifth Commandment forms the
structural backbone of a covenant society. Parents are designed to be the very first representatives of
God's authority, law, and character that a human being encounters. To honor them is to honor the
principle of divinely delegated authority, ensuring that the ancient truths of God are faithfully passed
down through generations without being corrupted by human innovation.

The Intergenerational Chain: How Honoring God’s Structure
Makes Him Your God

To have God as your God means you respect the structural hierarchy He engineered for human
civilization. The family is not a social contract invented by human evolutionary convenience; it is a divine
institution. When children honor, respect, and care for their parents, they are validating the exact
vehicle God chose to preserve His laws, testimonies, and statues on the earth.

“Ye shall fear every man his mother, and his father, and keep my sabbaths: | am the Lord
your God.” — Leviticus 19:3

“And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest
down, and when thou risest up.” — Deuteronomy 6:7



“Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother;
which is the first commandment with promise; That it may be well with thee, and thou
mayest live long on the earth.” — Ephesians 6:1-3

The Cultural Rebellion: How Human Statutes Undermine the
Divine Family Unit

The ultimate violation of the fifth commandment occurs when human societies, governments, or
religious institutions invent laws and cultural practices that strip parents of their authority, minimize
their role, or absolve adult children of their responsibility to care for their aging parents. When a culture
encourages children to discard the biblical instructions of their parents in favor of modern human
philosophies, that culture is fracturing the divine order.

Jesus explicitly confronted the religious leaders of His day for committing this exact crime. They had
invented a financial loophole called 'Corban'—a man-made statute that allowed adult children to
dedicate their money to the temple treasury instead of using it to financially support their elderly
parents. Jesus unmasked this as an outright violation of the fifth commandment, proving that following
human bylaws over parental honor is a rejection of God Himself:

“For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or
mother, let him die the death: But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is
Corban... he shall be free. And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or his
mother; Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition which ye have
delivered...” — Mark 7:10-13

“For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy... from such turn away.” — 2 Timothy 3:2, 5

Conclusion: The Intergenerational Chain

The spiritual depth of the Fifth Commandment demonstrates that a society that destroys the honor of
the family will inevitably collapse under its own rebellion. To truly have God as our God, we must
fiercely protect the authority, honor, and generational inheritance of the family structure He created.
When we allow human laws, educational philosophies, or religious traditions to disrupt this blueprint—
or when we neglect our duty to care for the generation that bore us—we break the structural chain of
the covenant. We serve the god of modern chaos. To fully embody this commandment, we must restore



true honor to our parents, preserve the biblical truths passed down through the generations, and submit
to the elegant authority structure established by the Lord of the Universe.



