
HONOUR THY FATHER AND THY 
MOTHER 

Its Spirit, Depth, and Divine Understanding in a Covenant Society 

Introduction: The Transition from Divine to 
Human Relationships 

When Almighty God descended upon Mount Sinai amid thunders, lightnings, and a thick cloud, 
He did not merely deliver a collection of temporary rules. He issued a cosmic blueprint for 
human civilization. The Ten Commandments, etched by the very finger of God into tablets of 
stone, are traditionally understood to be divided into two distinct aspects of covenant life. The 
first four commandments establish the vertical relationship—the direct alignment between man 
and his Creator, demanding absolute loyalty, pure worship, reverence for His holy name, and 
the preservation of His sacred Sabbath. This vertical alignment forms the spiritual foundation of 
righteousness. 

However, as the law shifts from the vertical relationship to the horizontal relationships—the 
interactions between human beings—the Almighty established a brilliant bridge. He did not 
begin the laws governing human society with prohibitions against murder, rules against theft, or 
guidelines for civil government. Instead, right out of the blazing fire of Sinai, the fifth 
commandment positioned the family unit as the primary training ground for righteousness, 
authority, and covenant preservation. The family was established as the primary bedrock upon 
which all other societal structures rest. 

“Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” 
— Exodus 20:12 

 

To the surface observer, this commandment is frequently dismissed as a simple disciplinary rule 
intended only for young children to obey their parents. Modern psychological and secular 
educational systems often view it as an archaic tool for behavioral management. Yet, when 
examined in its full spirit, depth, and divine understanding, the Fifth Commandment reveals 
itself as the structural backbone of a covenant society. Parents are designed by God to be the 



very first representatives of His divine authority, His holy law, and His moral character that a 
human being ever encounters on this earth. 

The Divine Design of the Family Unit 

To fully understand the gravity of this commandment, we must recognize that the family is not a 
social contract invented by human evolutionary convenience or sociological development. It is a 
divine institution designed, structured, and engineered by God Himself. When children honor, 
respect, and care for their parents, they are not merely participating in an ethical tradition; they 
are validating the exact vehicle that God chose to preserve His laws, testimonies, and statutes on 
the earth. 

The scriptures demonstrate that honoring parental authority is inextricably linked to honoring 
God's own holiness and His sovereign rule over human life. In the book of Leviticus, God 
explicitly connects the reverence due to parents with the reverence due to His sacred times and 
His holy identity: 

“Ye shall fear every man his mother, and his father, and keep my sabbaths: 
I am the Lord your God.” 
— Leviticus 19:3 

 

Notice how God places parental reverence side-by-side with keeping the Sabbath and the 
declaration 'I am the Lord your God.' This shows that you cannot truly claim God as your God if 
you reject the structural hierarchy He engineered for human civilization. True submission to 
God requires submission to the delegated authorities He has established, beginning within the 
home. 

The Intergenerational Chain of Covenant 
Continuity 

The divine purpose of the family structure is to serve as an unbroken intergenerational chain 
through which truth is preserved and transmitted. God's strategy for keeping humanity aligned 
with His covenant does not rely primarily on public institutions, secular schools, or civil 
governments. It relies on the deliberate, daily discipleship that occurs within the home. 

In the book of Deuteronomy, Moses outlines the intense, continuous nature of this parental 
responsibility, demonstrating that parents must be deeply immersed in God's word so they can 
faithfully pass it down to the next generation: 



“And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of 
them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.” 
— Deuteronomy 6:7 

 

When children honor their parents, they are opening their hearts to receive this diligent 
teaching. To honor parents is to honor the principle of divinely delegated authority, ensuring 
that the ancient truths of God are faithfully passed down through generations without being 
corrupted by human innovation or cultural drift. If the chain of parental honor breaks, the 
transmission of truth breaks with it, and society detaches from its divine anchor. 

The Promise of Longevity and Blessings 

The Fifth Commandment is unique among the Decalogue because it is explicitly tied to a 
promise of preservation and well-being. This connection is so vital that the Apostle Paul, writing 
centuries later to the early Christian church, highlighted its enduring relevance for believers 
under the New Covenant: 

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy 
father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise; That it 
may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.” 
— Ephesians 6:1–3 

 

The promise of living long upon the land is both individual and collective. On an individual 
level, a child who respects parental boundaries is protected from the reckless, self-destructive 
behaviors that flow from a spirit of rebellion. On a societal level, a culture that maintains a high 
regard for parental authority and familial stability reaps the natural fruits of structural order, 
peace, and systemic longevity. God blesses the nation that honors His foundational building 
block. 

The Cultural Rebellion: How Human Statutes 
Corrupt the Order 

The ultimate violation of the fifth commandment occurs when human societies, secular 
governments, or misguided religious institutions invent laws, traditions, and cultural practices 
that strip parents of their divinely appointed authority, minimize their crucial role, or absolve 
adult children of their sacred responsibility to care for their aging parents. When a culture 



encourages children to discard the biblical instructions of their parents in favor of modern 
human philosophies, that culture is actively fracturing the divine order. 

During His earthly ministry, Jesus Christ explicitly confronted the religious leaders of His day 
for committing this exact crime. The scribes and Pharisees had engineered a clever financial 
loophole called 'Corban'—a man-made statute that allowed adult children to dedicate their 
money and property to the temple treasury, declaring it a gift to God, instead of using it to fulfill 
their direct financial duty to support their elderly parents. Jesus unmasked this religious 
hypocrisy as an outright, direct violation of the fifth commandment, proving that following 
human bylaws over parental honor is a complete rejection of God Himself: 

“For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth 
father or mother, let him die the death: But ye say, If a man shall say to his 
father or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou 
mightest be profited by me; he shall be free. And ye suffer him no more to 
do ought for his father or his mother; Making the word of God of none 
effect through your tradition which ye have delivered: and many such like 
things do ye.” 
— Mark 7:10–13 

 

By exposing the Corban loophole, Jesus demonstrated that honoring parents is not merely a 
passive feeling of respect; it requires tangible, practical, and financial care for them when they 
are no longer able to provide for themselves. Any system or philosophy that invalidates this 
responsibility makes the Word of God of none effect. 

The Peril of Perverted Order: Prophetic Warnings 

The breakdown of the family unit is not an isolated social issue; it is a prophetic indicator of a 
society in terminal spiritual decay. The Apostle Paul warned Timothy that the final stages of 
human rebellion against God would be characterized by a comprehensive collapse of relational 
order, specifically highlighting disobedience to parents as a core symptom of a toxic culture: 

“For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy... Having a form 
of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.” 
— 2 Timothy 3:2, 5 

 

When a society normalizes disobedience to parents, it opens the floodgates to selfishness, pride, 
unholiness, and total cultural chaos. A child who is allowed to despise the authority of their 
parents will naturally grow up to despise civil authority, judicial authority, and ultimately, the 



absolute authority of Almighty God. The destruction of the family structure is the destruction of 
civilization itself. 

Conclusion: Restoring the Blueprint and Avoiding 
Modern Chaos 

The profound spiritual depth of the Fifth Commandment demonstrates a sobering historical 
reality: a society that destroys the honor of the family will inevitably collapse under the crushing 
weight of its own rebellion. To truly have God as our God, we must fiercely protect the authority, 
honor, and generational inheritance of the family structure He created. We cannot afford to 
allow human laws, modern educational philosophies, or religious traditions to disrupt this 
elegant divine blueprint. 

When we neglect our sacred duty to care for the generation that bore us, or when we encourage 
the younger generation to detach from biblical truths passed down before them, we break the 
structural chain of the covenant. In doing so, we cease to serve the Lord of the Universe and 
instead submit to the god of modern chaos. To fully embody this commandment, we must 
restore true, practical honor to our parents, fiercely preserve the biblical truths passed down 
through the generations, and submit to the elegant authority structure established by the 
Creator. 


