
2 Thessalonians 2 

Warning and Hope for the Children of God (KJV) 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 

1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our 
gathering together unto him, 2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, 
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at 
hand. 

The Narrative: Paul opens this vital warning with an urgent appeal to the family of God, grounding his 
words in the ultimate hope of believers: the return of Jesus Christ and our final gathering together to meet 
Him. The early church was facing a storm of false rumors, prophetic utterances, and forged letters 
claiming that the 'day of Christ'—the final period of judgment and Christ's return—had already arrived. 
This caused severe anxiety and confusion. For the children of God today, the lesson is clear: do not let 
your minds be easily shaken or thrown into panic by sensational reports, terrifying predictions, or false 
teachers. God's timeline is steady, and His children must look at world events with clear, calm eyes, 
anchored in the truth rather than the shifting winds of fear. 

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 

3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a 
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth 
and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God 
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 

The Narrative: Paul lays out an absolute checklist to prevent deception. The final Day of Christ cannot 
take place until two specific historical milestones occur. First, there must be a great 'falling away' (the 
apostasy)—a widespread, systematic rebellion against divine truth. Second, a singular, tyrannical figure 
known as the 'man of sin' and 'the son of perdition' must be unmasked on the world stage. This individual 
is defined by absolute pride and ultimate rebellion. He actively opposes the true God and exalts himself 
above every object of worship. In a climactic display of blasphemy, he takes his seat inside the temple of 
God, demanding the adoration that belongs to the Creator alone. The spiritual eyes of believers are 
warned to look out for this spirit of global defiance and supreme deception. 

2 Thessalonians 2:5-7 

5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 6 And now ye 
know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of 
iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the 
way. 

The Narrative: Reminding the believers of his personal teachings, Paul emphasizes that the timeline of 
evil is strictly controlled. Evil does not run rampant outside of God's sovereignty. Right now, there is a 
restraining force ('he who now letteth' or hinders) keeping this ultimate lawlessness in check, ensuring 



that the man of sin is only revealed at his precisely appointed moment. Although the 'mystery of 
iniquity'—the hidden, underground power of rebellion and lawlessness—is actively working in the world 
right now, it cannot break fully into the open until the Divine Restrainer steps aside. For the children of 
God, this provides immense comfort: Satan is on a leash, and evil can only advance as far as God allows. 

2 Thessalonians 2:8-9 

8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of 
his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 9 Even him, whose 
coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 

The Narrative: When the Restrainer permits it, the lawless one ('that Wicked') will finally be unmasked 
before the world. His arrival will be a direct imitation of Christ's coming, fueled by the raw energy of 
Satan himself. He will perform supernatural deeds, displays of raw power, and misleading miracles 
designed to trap humanity in awe. However, his ultimate destiny is already written, bringing total 
assurance to God's children. He will pose no true challenge to the Almighty. The Lord Jesus will 
completely obliterate him with a mere breath ('the spirit of his mouth') and dissolve his entire kingdom 
through the blinding, unshielded majesty of His literal return. 

2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 

10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they 
received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this cause God 
shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 12 That they all might be 
damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

The Narrative: Here lies the solemn mechanics of spiritual blindness. The deceptive powers of the man of 
sin will only take root in those who are already on the path to destruction. Why do they fall for the lie? 
Because they deliberately rejected 'the love of the truth' which could have saved them. Because they 
chose to love darkness rather than light, God acts judicially, handing them over to a 'strong delusion' that 
seals their choice. They become entirely convinced by the ultimate lie. This is a severe warning to watch 
our hearts: those who find pleasure in unrighteousness and mock the truth will find themselves 
completely blind when the grand deception arrives. 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, 
because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of 
the Spirit and belief of the truth: 14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the 
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Narrative: Paul breaks out into a beautiful song of contrast and profound gratitude. While the world 
falls into delusion, the children of God stand secure. They are deeply loved by the Lord and chosen from 
the beginning for salvation. This salvation is not a passive insurance policy; it is lived out practically 
through the transforming work of the Holy Spirit ('sanctification') and an unwavering, active faith in 
God's revealed Word ('belief of the truth'). Believers are summoned through the preaching of the gospel 
for an incredible inheritance: to share directly in the eternal, brilliant glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



2 Thessalonians 2:15-17 

15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, 
whether by word, or our epistle. 16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even 
our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good 
hope through grace, 17 Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and 
work. 

The Narrative: In light of the turbulent prophetic future, Paul delivers the closing marching orders for the 
believer. Do not panic, do not drift, and do not compromise. 'Stand fast' and lock your arms tightly around 
the timeless doctrines and truths of Scripture delivered by the apostles. The chapter finishes with an 
evocative prayer for strength. Our Father and the Lord Jesus, who have proven their infinite love by 
granting us an unbreakable, everlasting comfort and an unshakeable hope through unearned grace, will 
personally anchor the hearts of His children. He will establish and fortify believers, ensuring that their 
speech, their testimony, and their daily labor remain pure, fruitful, and immovable until the end. 


