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WALK 

BY A FELLOW PILGRIM IN THE FAITH 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: THE SHADOW AND THE SUBSTANCE 

From the very dawn of creation, the ultimate desire of Almighty God has been to dwell in intimate, 
unbroken fellowship with His creation. In the beautiful pages of Genesis, we catch a glimpse of 
this divine fellowship in the Garden of Eden, where man walked with God in the cool of the day. 
However, sin entered the world, and that pristine fellowship was broken, leaving man cast out, 
wandering in the wilderness of a fallen world. Yet, our loving Creator did not abandon humanity 
to darkness. He initiated a master plan of redemption, a grand spiritual architecture designed to 
lead the wandering soul back home to His holy presence. 

When the children of Israel were delivered from the iron furnace of Egypt and brought into the 
barren desert of Sinai, God gave Moses a highly specific, supernatural blueprint. In Exodus 25:8, 
the Lord declared: 

"And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them." 

This physical structure, known as the Tabernacle in the Wilderness, was much more than a 
portable tent for religious rituals. It was a three-dimensional prophecy, an architectural map of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, and a physical picture of the spiritual journey every true believer takes 
today. It allowed a holy God to dwell among a fallen people by establishing a structured, blood-
cleansed pathway. 

As the writer of the Book of Hebrews meticulously explains, these earthly structures were not the 
ultimate reality. Hebrews 8:5 tells us that the priests on earth served unto the "example and 
shadow of heavenly things," as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the 
tabernacle: 

"For, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to 
thee in the mount." 

To the casual observer, the Tabernacle looked like a series of curtains, altars, and gold-plated 
furniture. But through the eyes of New Testament faith, it represents the progression of the 
Christian life. It is the visible roadmap of a believer's walk away from the defilement of sin, 
through the sweet process of daily repentance and sanctification, and ultimately into the absolute, 



face-to-face glory of God's presence. Every pillar, every hook, every layer of skin, and every holy 
vessel tells a story—your story—of coming home to the Father. 

THE OUTER COURT: THE STEP OF JUSTIFICATION AND TRUE 
REPENTANCE 

The spiritual journey begins outside the camp, in the vast wilderness of the world where humanity 
is separated from God. The Tabernacle was surrounded by a high white linen fence, representing 
the absolute righteousness of God that separates sinful man from His glory. There was only one 
way inside this sacred perimeter. Jesus declared in John 14:6, "I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." This matches the single eastern gate of the Outer 
Court, an open, welcoming entrance woven with blue, purple, and scarlet threads. 

Once a person steps through that narrow gate, they enter the Outer Court. This is the place of 
Justification—where the sinner is made right with God. The architecture here immediately 
confronts the seeker with two vital structures that outline the very beginning of the Christian walk: 
the Altar of Burnt Offering and the Brazen Laver. Without navigating these two objects, it is 
structurally impossible to step further into the deep chambers of God's dwelling place. 

1. The Altar of Burnt Offering: The Reality of the Cross 

The very first object you see inside the gate is the great Altar of Burnt Offering. Made of acacia 
wood and completely overlaid with brass, it was the place where innocent animals were 
continually sacrificed to make atonement for the sins of the people. The air was thick with smoke, 
and the ground was marked by the blood of the innocent lambs. This stood as a constant reminder 
that the penalty of sin is death, and that holiness requires a substitute. 

In the Christian walk, this altar represents the Cross of Jesus Christ. True repentance cannot 
bypass the cross. Before a person can learn to pray deeply, before they can serve God or enjoy His 
presence, they must first come to the place of sacrifice and recognize their need for a Savior. Isaiah 
53:5 beautifully prophesies this moment: 

"But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: 
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are 

healed." 

At this first station, the sinner acknowledges that their own works cannot save them. They stand 
before the fiery judgment of God, represented by the brass, and accept that Jesus took that fire in 
their place. John the Baptist pointed to this exact altar-fulfillment when he saw Jesus approaching 
in John 1:29, crying out: 

"Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." 

Without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sin (Hebrews 9:22). Your walk toward 
God must begin here, kneeling at the base of the altar, finding total justification through the blood 
of the Lamb. It is the place where our old life is exchanged for His righteousness. 



The burnt offering also speaks of the complete and total repentance that must take place in our 
lives. We do not merely surrender selected sins while reserving other areas for ourselves; we place 
our whole life upon the altar before God. In this way, repentance becomes a wholehearted yielding 
of our will, desires, habits, and ambitions, so that our lives may become a living sacrifice unto 
Him—holy, acceptable, and wholly devoted to His purpose. 

2. The Brazen Laver: The Washing of Rebirth and Renewal 

Directly past the Altar of Burnt Offering stood the Brazen Laver. This was a massive basin made 
of polished brass, filled to the brim with pure water. The priests were strictly commanded to wash 
their hands and their feet at the laver every single time they prepared to do the work of God or 
enter the holy tent. Exodus 30:20 gives a sobering warning: 

"When they go into the tabernacle of the congregation, they shall wash with 
water, that they die not." 

For the Christian pilgrim, the laver distinctly emphasizes baptism. Baptism marks the believer’s 
identification with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ and testifies to the washing 
away of the former life. Justification happens at the altar through the sacrifice of Christ; at the 
laver, the believer responds in baptism, publicly declaring faith in Christ and the beginning of a 
new life in Him. The Apostle Paul refers to this spiritual reality in Titus 3:5: 

"Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy 
he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Spirit." 

Furthermore, Ephesians 5:26 teaches that Christ cleanses His church "with the washing of water 
by the word." As you look into the water of the laver, it acts like a mirror. Historically, the laver 
was made from the brass mirrors of the women of Israel. The Word of God acts as that exact 
mirror today, revealing our true condition, showing us where we have stumbled, and inviting us 
to wash our hearts through honest confession. First John 1:9 promises: "If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 

THE HOLY PLACE: THE ENVIRONMENT OF DAILY 
SANCTIFICATION 

Once a believer has been justified by the blood at the altar and washed clean at the laver, the walk 
moves deeper. The path leads out of the bright, natural sunlight of the Outer Court and through a 
thick curtain into a mysterious, sacred room called the Holy Place. 

This room represents Sanctification—the daily, beautiful process of growing in grace, learning the 
habits of the spiritual life, and walking closely with the Holy Spirit. In the Holy Place, there are no 
windows. The natural light of the world is completely shut out. Inside, the walls are made of pure 
gold, reflecting a warm, heavenly glow generated by three distinct pieces of holy furniture. Here, 
the Christian learns what it means to be separate from the world, walking entirely under divine 
guidance. 



1. The Golden Lampstand: Walking in the Light of the Spirit 

To the left side of the Holy Place stood the Golden Lampstand, or Menorah. It was beaten out of 
a single piece of pure gold, featuring six branches coming out of a central stem, completely 
adorned with ornamental almond blossoms. It burned pure olive oil, and the priests were required 
to keep its flames burning continually day and night. It provided the only light available in the 
entire chamber. 

In the New Testament, the Golden Lampstand represents the churches of God. Revelation 1:20 
declares that “the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches,” showing that 
each church is called to bear God’s light in a darkened world. As the ancient lampstand depended 
upon pure oil to keep its flame burning, the churches depend upon the Holy Spirit for divine light, 
wisdom, direction, and power. The natural mind cannot comprehend the things of God (1 
Corinthians 2:14); therefore, the church must reject the human philosophies of the world and 
depend entirely upon the illumination of the Spirit. As King David wrote in Psalm 119:105: 

"Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path." 

Jesus also echoed this architectural truth in John 8:12, declaring: 

"I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life." 

Furthermore, as the light shines within you, Jesus commands you to reflect that light to the world 
outside, saying in Matthew 5:16, "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven." 

2. The Table of Showbread: Feeding on the Word of Life 

Directly opposite the lampstand, on the right side of the room, stood the Table of Showbread. 
Made of acacia wood and overlaid with pure gold, this table held twelve loaves of unleavened 
bread, arranged perfectly in two rows of six. Every Sabbath day, the priests would place fresh 
bread on the table and eat the older loaves in the holy place, establishing a perpetual cycle of 
communion and nourishment. 

This table represents spiritual nourishment through the Word of God. Just as our physical bodies 
need food to survive, our spiritual life requires daily feeding upon the truth. In Matthew 4:4, Jesus 
quoted the Old Testament scripture to defeat Satan, saying: 

"It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God." 

Jesus explicitly identified Himself as the ultimate fulfillment of this holy table in John 6:35: 

"And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall 
never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst." 



To walk with God means sitting at His table daily, digesting His promises, meditating on His 
scriptures, and letting His life sustain your soul. Without this spiritual diet, the believer becomes 
weak, brittle, and susceptible to the illusions of the wilderness. 

3. The Altar of Incense: The Power of Persistent Prayer 

Standing at the very end of the Holy Place, positioned directly in front of the heavy veil that 
separated this room from the Holy of Holies, was the small Golden Altar of Incense. Every 
morning and evening, the priest burned a special, highly fragrant blend of incense upon this altar. 
The sweet smoke would fill the room, drifting over the top of the curtain into the very presence of 
God. 

In the New Testament walk, the burning incense represents the heartfelt, continuous prayers of 
the saints. Prayer is the highest expression of our daily fellowship with God, bridging our earthly 
steps with the heavenly throne. Psalm 141:2 captures this metaphor perfectly: 

"Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of my 
hands as the evening sacrifice." 

Revelation 8:3–4 verifies this heavenly reality, showing an angel standing at the golden altar 
having a golden censer, offering incense "with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which 
was before the throne." 

Notice where this altar is placed. It is the final piece of furniture before the veil. This structural 
design teaches us that prayer is the literal doorstep to the deepest intimacy with God. It is through 
persistent, passionate prayer that we prepare our hearts to pass through the curtain into the 
fullness of His glory. 

THE MOST HOLY PLACE: GLORIFICATION AND ENTRANCE 
INTO THE ARK 

Beyond the Altar of Incense hung a massive, thick veil woven with blue, purple, scarlet, and fine 
twined linen, embroidered with heavenly cherubim. In the Old Covenant, this veil was an absolute 
barrier. It screamed to humanity: "Stay back! You cannot enter!" Only the High Priest could step 
behind this curtain, and only once a year on the Day of Atonement, carrying a basin of sacrificial 
blood. 

The veil represents the sin that separates humanity from a holy God and prevents us from entering 
His presence by our own merit. But something miraculous happened on the day Jesus died on the 
cross. Matthew 27:51 records that “behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top 
to the bottom.” It did not tear from the bottom up, which would indicate human effort, but from 
the top down, showing that God Himself removed the barrier through the sacrifice of Christ. 
Having offered His own blood for us, Jesus now serves as our great High Priest and intercessor, 
bringing our prayers before God and granting us access to the Father through Him. 



Because of this, the author of Hebrews issues a bold invitation to every believer walking the 
Christian path in Hebrews 10:19–22: 

"Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of 
Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the 
veil, that is to say, his flesh; And having an high priest over the house of God; 

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith..." 

When you pass through the torn veil, you enter the Holy of Holies, or the Most Holy Place. This is 
the realm of Glorification and Perfect Fellowship. In this perfect cube of a room, there is no 
lampstand and no sun. The room is illuminated entirely by the Shekinah glory—the literal, 
supernatural light of God's presence resting upon the Ark of the Covenant. 

The Ark was a sacred chest made of wood and pure gold. Inside this chest were placed three 
specific items that Israel had collected during their wilderness journey. While these items 
originally marked the history of human rebellion, when placed inside the Ark beneath the blood-
stained Mercy Seat, they represent the magnificent spiritual fulfillment of a mature Christian 
walk. 

The table below outlines these three historic items, their historical context of rebellion, and how 
they are beautifully fulfilled in our spiritual walk toward absolute union with God. 

Item in the Ark Old Testament Context of 
Rebellion 

New Testament Spiritual 
Fulfillment in Our Walk 

The Tablets of the Law 
(Exodus 25:16) 

Human Rebellion: Given on Mt. 
Sinai, the stone tablets exposed 
Israel's inability to keep God's 
standard, resulting in judgment 
and the golden calf. 

Internalized Righteousness: God 
fulfills the walk by writing His 
law directly onto our hearts. We 
no longer strive out of duty, but 
obey naturally out of a 
transformed heart. (Hebrews 
8:10) 

The Golden Pot of Manna 
(Exodus 16:33) 

Human Murmuring: Given 
when Israel complained of 
hunger and wished to return to 
Egypt, showing a lack of trust in 
God's daily provision. 

Generic Satisfaction: The 
believer stops hungering for the 
empty pleasures of the world 
and is perfectly sustained by the 
'hidden manna,' which is Christ 
Himself. (Revelation 2:17) 

Aaron's Rod That Budded 
(Numbers 17:10) 

Human Mutiny: Produced after 
Korah's rebellion, when the 
people challenged the divine 
spiritual authority and 
leadership God had established. 

Resurrection Life: The final 
proof of our walk is that God 
takes our 'dead, barren sticks' 
and makes them miraculously 
bloom with supernatural fruit 
and eternal life. (Romans 8:11) 

 

Let us look closely at how these three internal elements function in the final destination of our 
walk, showing how a history of human failure is transformed into a trophy of divine grace. 

1. The Tablets of the Law: A Heart Aligned with God 



When God gave the law on Mount Sinai, it was written on cold stone tablets. It stood outside of 
the people, shouting instructions that they were to keep. But in the final room of the Tabernacle 
walk, the law is safely tucked inside the gold-covered chest, resting quietly beneath the throne of 
grace. 

This beautifully illustrates the grand promise of the New Covenant outlined in Hebrews 8:10: 

"For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their 

hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people." 

As you arrive in the deep presence of God, the struggle to be good ends. You are no longer trying 
to force yourself to obey a set of rules carved on external stone. Instead, because your heart has 
been transformed by the Holy Spirit, your desires naturally align with His desires. You love what 
He loves, and you hate what He hates. The law is no longer an external burden; it is an organic 
description of your new nature in Christ. 

2. The Golden Pot of Manna: Total Spiritual Satisfaction 

In the wilderness, the Israelites grew tired of the heavenly food, calling it "light bread" and longing 
for the onions and leeks of Egypt. Yet, God commanded that a golden pot of this manna be 
preserved inside the Ark for all generations, remaining miraculously fresh through decades of 
wandering. 

In the outer courts of our spiritual life, we often find ourselves distracted, looking back to the 
world for satisfaction. We try to feed our souls on entertainment, validation, wealth, or human 
relationships. But the deeper you walk into the presence of God, the more those worldly appetites 
begin to fade away into nothingness. 

Jesus promises the mature believer in Revelation 2:17: 

"To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna..." 

The hidden manna is the intimate, private nourishment of knowing Jesus Christ, the living Word 
of God, deeply behind closed doors. When you taste of His presence behind the veil, you reach a 
place of absolute spiritual satisfaction. You can say with the psalmist in Psalm 73:25, "Whom have 
I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee." 

3. Aaron’s Rod That Budded: The Power of Resurrection Life 

When the authority of God's chosen priesthood was challenged, God told the leaders of the twelve 
tribes to place twelve dead wooden rods inside the tabernacle overnight. The next morning, eleven 
rods remained dry, dead sticks. But Aaron's rod—a completely dead piece of almond wood—had 
miraculously sprouted leaves, burst forth with beautiful blossoms, and produced fully ripe 
almonds in a single night. 

This item inside the Ark represents the ultimate victory of the Christian walk: Resurrection Life. 
By nature, our lives are like those eleven dead sticks—barren, dried up, and incapable of producing 



anything of eternal value because of sin. But when your life is fully hidden with Christ in God, His 
supernatural resurrection power begins to flow through your mortal body. As Paul writes in 
Romans 8:11: 

"But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that 
raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his 

Spirit that dwelleth in you." 

Aaron's rod did not just sprout green leaves; it bore mature fruit. The ultimate destination of your 
walk is a life that abounds in the fruit of the Spirit—love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance (Galatians 5:22–23). God takes your dead, barren 
circumstances and makes them bloom with eternal life. 

CONCLUSION: THE CALL TO DRAW NEAR 

The architectural journey through the ancient Tabernacle is not a dusty, historical history lesson. 
It is a living, breathing reality meant to be experienced by every child of God today. The pattern 
is absolute, and the progression is clear. You cannot jump straight into the Holy of Holies; you 
must begin by surrendering at the Altar of Burnt Offering, laying down your sins at the foot of the 
Cross. You must be washed clean at the Brazen Laver, allowing the Word of God to purify your 
daily lifestyle. 

From there, the Lord calls you deeper into the Holy Place—to walk daily under the illuminating 
light of the Golden Lampstand, to feed continuously upon the Bread of Life at the Golden Table, 
and to fill the atmosphere of your life with the sweet incense of unceasing prayer. 

Final glorification comes because the veil has been completely torn wide open by the broken body 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. You are invited to step boldly into the Most Holy Place. There, hidden 
inside the Ark of the Covenant, beneath the protective, mercy-filled blood of the Savior, you will 
find your life completely transformed. His law will be written seamlessly upon your heart, His 
hidden manna will satisfy your every spiritual hunger, and His resurrection power will cause your 
life to blossom with supernatural fruit. 

The physical Tabernacle in the desert is gone, and the grand stone Temple in Jerusalem has been 
cast down. But the pattern remains eternal. The Apostle Paul leaves us with a staggering truth in 
1 Corinthians 6:19: 

"What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in 
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?" 

The entire sanctuary, with all its beautiful furniture and sacred rooms, is now being built inside 
of you. God is no longer waiting for you in a tent made with human hands; He has made His home 
within your heart. The gate is open, the path is clear, and the Father is waiting. Let us keep 
walking, step by step, out of the wilderness of this world, and draw near into the glorious fullness 
of His eternal presence. 


