
Feast of Trumpets, Day of the Lord 
and the Year of Recompenses 

A Biblical Study of the Day of the Lord, Covenant Warfare, and the Sound of Alarm in 
the Old and New Testaments 

Introduction: The Sound of Cosmic Alarm 

Throughout the text of Holy Scripture, the blowing of a trumpet serves as a foundational signal 
of divine intervention, institutional mobilization, and royal decree. In the ancient 
commonwealth of Israel, the Lord prescribed specific regulations for these instruments in 
Numbers 10, establishing them as structural mechanism for the calling of the assembly, the 
journeying of the camps, and as an alarm of war against oppressing adversaries. The trumpet 
was not an instrument of casual art; it was a physical proclamation that the King of Heaven was 
actively moving on behalf of His covenant. This ritual template introduces a grand prophetic 
design that spans across both testaments. When the trumpet sounds, ordinary human history is 
interrupted by holy time, human pride is systematically brought low, and God summons His 
creation to stand as an active army in cosmic warfare. 

This biblical study isolates and traces the structural continuity between the Old Testament 
prophets and the New Testament scriptures, focusing explicitly on the major theological 
frameworks known as the Day of the Lord and the year of his recompenses. By analyzing 
these matching canonical traditions, it becomes evident that the Feast of Trumpets functions as 
an annual rehearsal of an impending judicial campaign. In this divine warfare, the structural 
boundaries between heaven and earth are collapsed, and every tier of the created order—the 
land, the seas, the fresh waters, the cosmic luminaries, and the angelic hosts—is weaponized 
under God's supreme command to execute covenant justice and establish the eternal reign of 
Jesus Christ. 

The Body: The Day of Vengeance and the Year of 
Recompenses 

1. The Old Testament Prophetic Witness 

The Old Testament prophets establish a uniform lexicon regarding the Day of the Lord, 
describing it as a time of fierce anger, thick darkness, economic helplessness, and cosmic 
desolation. This day is explicitly linked to the justice of God answering the persistent rebellion of 
human empires and the mistreatment of His covenant people. Isaiah defines this intervention as 
the ultimate antidote to human hubris, declaring that human loftiness will be bowed down so 



that the Lord alone may be exalted. Crucially, Isaiah provides the foundational terminology for 
the judicial settlement of the covenant crisis: 

“For it is the day of the LORD's vengeance, and the year of recompences for the controversy of 
Zion.” (Isaiah 34:8, KJV) 

This text reveals that the Day of the Lord is a calculated, judicial response—a legal recompense 
for the systemic 'controversy' raised against His purposes. The prophetic matrix uniformly 
incorporates the trumpet as the primary audio-marker of this terrifying reality. Zephaniah 
highlights the military character of this day, calling it a day of the trumpet and alarm against 
fortified cities, where neither silver nor gold shall be able to deliver the wicked. Joel synthesizes 
the concepts of liturgical gathering, personal repentance, and cosmic warfare, positioning the 
trumpet as an urgent alarm blown in Zion before an unstoppable divine army that causes the 
earth to quake and the stars to withdraw their shining. Below is the direct, unedited scriptural 
witness of these matching Old Testament revelations: 

• Isaiah 2:12, 17: “For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud 
and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low... And the 
loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low: and 
the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day.” 

• Isaiah 13:9, 13: “Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce 
anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it... Therefore I 
will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath of the LORD 
of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger.” 

• Jeremiah 46:10: “For this is the day of the Lord GOD of hosts, a day of vengeance, that he 
may avenge him of his adversaries: and the sword shall devour, and it shall be satiate and 
made drunk with their blood: for the Lord GOD of hosts hath a sacrifice in the north country 
by the river Euphrates.” 

• Ezekiel 30:3: “For the day is near, even the day of the LORD is near, a cloudy day; it shall 
be the time of the heathen.” 

• Joel 2:1-2: “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all 
the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand; A 
day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness...” 

• Amos 5:18: “Woe unto you that desire the day of the LORD! to what end is it for you? the 
day of the LORD is darkness, and not light.” 

• Obadiah 15: “For the day of the LORD is near upon all the heathen: as thou hast done, it 
shall be done unto thee: thy reward shall return upon thine own head.” 

• Zephaniah 1:14-16: “The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly... 
That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a 
day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of the trumpet 
and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers.” 



• Zechariah 14:1, 3: “Behold, the day of the LORD cometh... Then shall the LORD go forth, 
and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.” 

• Malachi 4:1: “For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, 
yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble...” 

2. The New Testament Amplification and the Creation at War 

The New Testament does not replace this Old Testament framework; rather, it provides the 
definitive, chronological fulfillment of these patterns through the Apocalypse of Jesus Christ. In 
Revelation, the opening of the seventh seal introduces an intense, solemn silence in heaven for 
about half an hour, signaling the terrifying readiness of the heavenly host. To seven specific 
angels are given seven trumpets, which are systematically utilized as strategic signals to launch 
an active campaign of covenant warfare.  

The profound theological reality of these seven trumpet blasts is that God calls His own 
creation to war. Creation is not a passive bystander during divine judgment; it is a structured 
army operating under the absolute authority of its Creator. Every single blast mobilizes a 
distinct layer of the environment to turn against the unrepentant kingdom of men, dismantling 
human pride and showing that the earth cannot protect those who are in open rebellion against 
the Lamb. The following data table explicitly charts this progressive campaign, mapping each 
trumpet blast to its exact scriptural text and its targeted domain of judicial warfare. 

Trumpet Blast Scriptural Reference (KJV) Targeted Domain & Creation at War 

First Trumpet Revelation 8:7 
“The first angel sounded, and there 
followed hail and fire mingled with 
blood, and they were cast upon the 
earth: and the third part of trees 
was burnt up, and all green grass 
was burnt up.” 

The Earth & Dry Land 
Vegetation becomes an agent of divine warfare; 
trees and green grass are consumed by divine 
fire. 

Second 
Trumpet 

Revelation 8:8-9 
“And the second angel sounded, and 
as it were a great mountain 
burning with fire was cast into the 
sea: and the third part of the sea 
became blood... and the third part 
of the ships were destroyed.” 

The Seas & Oceans 
Marine life and commercial shipping vectors are 
struck, transforming the sustaining seas into a 
theater of blood and judgment. 



Trumpet Blast Scriptural Reference (KJV) Targeted Domain & Creation at War 

Third Trumpet Revelation 8:10-11 
“And the third angel sounded, and 
there fell a great star from heaven... 
and it fell upon the third part of the 
rivers, and upon the fountains of 
waters; And the name of the star is 
called Wormwood...” 

Rivers & Fresh Water Fountains 
Inland water networks become bitter agents of 
death, proving that the vital lifelines of 
humanity are fully subject to God's command. 

Fourth 
Trumpet 

Revelation 8:12 
“And the fourth angel sounded, and 
the third part of the sun was 
smitten, and the third part of the 
moon, and the third part of the 
stars; so as the third part of them 
was darkened...” 

Cosmic Luminaries & Celestial Lights 
The sun, moon, and stars are smitten by thirds, 
mirroring the ancient prophetic warnings of a 
dark and cloudy day. 

Fifth Trumpet 
(First Woe) 

Revelation 9:1-3 
“And the fifth angel sounded, and I 
saw a star fall from heaven unto 
the earth: and to him was given the 
key of the bottomless pit... and there 
came out of the smoke locusts upon 
the earth...” 

The Abyss & Spiritual Dark Realms 
God expands the warfare beyond the visible 
environment, commanding abyssal forces to 
torment the unrepentant for a bounded 
timeline. 

Sixth Trumpet 
(Second Woe) 

Revelation 9:13-15 
“And the sixth angel sounded... 
Saying to the sixth angel which had 
the trumpet, Loose the four angels 
which are bound in the great river 
Euphrates... for to slay the third 
part of men.” 

Angelic Armies & Geo-Political 
Boundaries 
An immense, timed angelic army is unleashed at 
the Euphrates River boundary, executing 
judicial execution upon a third part of rebellious 
men. 

Seventh 
Trumpet 

Revelation 11:15 
“And the seventh angel sounded; 
and there were great voices in 
heaven, saying, The kingdoms of 
this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ; and he shall reign for ever 
and ever.” 

Universal Sovereignty & Ultimate 
Dominion 
The final blast not only declares the Kingdom of 
God, announcing that the kingdoms of this 
world have become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of His Christ; it also introduces the seven 
last vials, which occur at the presence of the 
Lord and His saints. 

 

Conclusion: The Sovereign Consummation 



The thematic harmony between the Old Testament prophets and the New Testament scriptures 
clarifies that the Feast of Trumpets is fundamentally a prophetic blueprint of cosmic justice. The 
ancient alarm to war transitions from a local, historical warning for ancient nations into an 
absolute, universal reality in the Book of Revelation. By tracking the phrases 'the Day of the 
Lord' and 'the year of his recompenses,' believers are confronted with an unyielding theological 
truth: God's covenant claims over the earth will be fully vindicated, and He will utilize the very 
fabric of His creation to execute that vindication. 

As the seven angels sound their blasts, the structural collapse of the rebellious world order is 
completed. The environment itself turns against the unrepentant, demonstrating that creation 
recognizes and obeys the voice of its Master while punishing those who destroy the earth. The 
ultimate purpose of this warfare, however, is not chaotic destruction, but holy clearance for the 
sovereign consummation. The alarm of the trumpet gives way to the great voices of heaven, 
announcing that the fractured kingdoms of this present world are permanently subsumed into 
the righteous, eternal domain of our Lord and of His Christ. Believers are therefore called to 
hear the trumpet not as a historical relic, but as an active, sobering rehearsal—an awakening 
summons to separate from the pride of the world, to stand in holy reverence, and to watch with 
eager anticipation for the final sound that will usher in the undisputed reign of the King of 
Kings. 


