THE VOICE OF THE ALMIGHTY TO JERUSALEM
A Narrative of Instruction, Admonition, and Warning

Introduction: The Bride Prepared from Beginning to End

From Genesis to Revelation, Scripture reveals a consistent divine pattern: God calls, cleanses,
adorns, corrects, and finally presents a people unto Himself. The language of bride, wife, harlot,
and holy city is not incidental. It is covenant language. It reveals that God's purpose has always
been more than forming a nation or building a city; He is preparing a faithful dwelling place for
Himself, a people joined to Him in holiness, love, and everlasting covenant. In the Old
Testament, Jerusalem is addressed as a beloved wife who became unfaithful. In the New
Testament, the church is revealed as the bride of Christ. At the end of Revelation, the prepared
bride is shown as the New Jerusalem coming down from God out of heaven.

This theme may be traced from the first marriage in Genesis to the final city in Revelation. In
Eden, God formed a bride and brought her to the man, establishing marriage as a picture of
union, covenant, and companionship. Paul later connects this mystery to Christ and the church,
declaring, “For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his
wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and
the church.” (Ephesians 5:31-32) The first bride in Eden therefore foreshadows the final bride
who is brought into eternal union with the Lamb.

In the sacred tapestry of the Old Testament scriptures, Jerusalem stands not merely as a fortress
of stone or a political capital, but as the living, breathing centerpiece of God's covenant design.
She is the chosen bride, called out from weakness, adorned with divine beauty, and established
as the dwelling place of the Most High. Yet, the prophetic narrative reveals a profound spiritual
tension. Through His holy prophets, God continuously speaks directly to Jerusalem, shifting
between tender instruction, piercing admonition, and terrifying warnings of impending judgment.
These messages were intended to pierce her heart, strip away her spiritual pride, and call her
back to her foundational purpose as the unblemished reflection of her Maker.

Body: The Covenant Pattern of the Bride

The first foundation for this line of thought is that God identifies Himself as the husband of His
covenant people. Isaiah declares, “For thy Maker is thine husband, the Lord of hosts is his
name, and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called.”
(Isaiah 54:5) This means that the relationship between God and His people is not merely legal,
national, or religious; it is intimate, covenantal, and exclusive. The Lord claims His people as
His own, and therefore their worship, loyalty, and affection belong to Him alone.



The covenant did not begin with human worthiness, but with divine choice. God’s bride is
prepared because God first sets His love upon her. He calls her out, separates her, washes her,
and gives her a name. This is why the bride theme must be read as a story of grace before it is
read as a story of responsibility. The Lord prepares what He intends to possess, and He purifies
what He intends to dwell among.

I. The Divine Instruction: The Way of Holiness

God's initial posture toward Jerusalem is always one of foundational truth and clear pathfinding.
He did not leave His city in darkness; He provided the exact framework of righteousness
required to remain in His holy presence. Jerusalem was instructed to be the lighthouse of truth
for all nations, a place where justice walked hand-in-hand with devotion.

This theme begins with God's initiative. He chooses what is weak, washes what is polluted,
clothes what is naked, and gives beauty where there was none. Ezekiel 16 portrays Jerusalem as
a helpless child whom God caused to live, then as a woman brought into covenant with Him:
“Yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord God, and thou
becamest mine.” (Ezekiel 16:8) Her beauty was therefore not self-made; it was received. “And
thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was perfect through my
comeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord God.” (Ezekiel 16:14)

Through the prophet Jeremiah, the Lord establishes the standard of ancient paths and resting
places, instructing her exactly how to navigate her spiritual heritage:

“Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is
the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We
will not walk therein.” (Jeremiah 6:16)

Furthermore, God's instruction demanded absolute ethical purity within her gates. Jerusalem
could not separate her liturgical worship from her treatment of the vulnerable. Her daily
administration of life was intended to mirror the divine character.

Jeremiah outlines these requirements clearly, linking the execution of judgment to her
permission to remain in the land:

“For if ye throughly amend your ways and your doings, if ye throughly execute judgment
between a man and his neighbour; If ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the
widow, and shed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk after other gods to your
hurt: Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers,
for ever and ever.” (Jeremiah 7:5-7)

Thus, holiness is bridal preparation. God’s commands are not cold regulations, but the cleansing
instructions of a Husband preparing His people to dwell with Him. The “old paths” of Jeremiah



are the way of covenant fidelity, the path by which Jerusalem was to remain distinct from the
nations and faithful to her Maker.

The prophets also looked beyond judgment to a restored bridal identity. Isaiah speaks of Zion’s
future delight: “Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be
termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land Beulah: for the Lord
delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married.” (Isaiah 62:4) This promise shows that God’s
purpose was never merely to punish unfaithfulness, but to recover, rename, and rejoice over His
people.

II. The Tender Admonition: Reclaiming the Betrothed

When Jerusalem began to drift, God did not instantly strike her with lightning. Instead, He
pleaded with her like a heartbroken husband trying to awaken a straying wife. His admonitions
are filled with raw emotion, reminding her of the early days of their relationship when she was
faithful, pure, and uniquely set apart.

This is why idolatry is described not merely as disobedience, but as adultery and harlotry. When
Jerusalem gave her trust to other gods, other nations, and other lovers, she violated the marriage-
like covenant that God had established. Jeremiah records the Lord’s charge: “Surely as a wife
treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with me, O house of
Israel, saith the Lord.” (Jeremiah 3:20)

The Lord recalls the sweetness of their initial covenant, urging her to remember her spiritual
roots:

“Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the Lord; I remember thee, the
kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the
wilderness, in a land that was not sown. Israel was holiness unto the Lord, and the
firstfruits of his increase...” (Jeremiah 2:2-3)

Yet, as the admonitions intensify, God exposes the unnatural absurdity of her backsliding. He
points out that even pagan nations do not abandon their worthless idols, yet Jerusalem willingly
exchanged the living glory of God for empty worldly alliances and sins.

In the opening chapter of Isaiah, the admonition turns into a lament over her tragic
transformation from a faithful partner into a compromised institution:

“How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was full of judgment; righteousness lodged
in it; but now murderers. Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed with water.” (Isaiah
1:21-22)

The harlot language therefore supports the larger biblical idea: God’s people are meant to belong
to Him in purity, but when they abandon Him for idols, worldliness, false worship, or corrupt
alliances, they are pictured as an unfaithful bride. The same pattern appears in Hosea, where God



promises future restoration after unfaithfulness: “And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, 1
will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in
mercies.” (Hosea 2:19)

Revelation later gives the opposite image in Babylon, the corrupt woman and false city. She is
not the bride but the counterfeit. Her title is “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” (Revelation 17:5) This
contrast is important: Scripture ends with two women and two cities. One is the harlot city,
intoxicated with corruption, persecution, and worldly power. The other is the holy city,
descending from God, prepared as a bride. The distinction strengthens the argument that God is
preparing a faithful bride while judging every counterfeit system that seduces His people away
from Him.

I11. Christ and the Church: The Bride Revealed

In the New Testament, this covenant imagery reaches greater clarity in Christ and the church.
Paul writes, “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself
for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might
present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be holy and without blemish.” (Ephesians 5:25-27) Here the bride is not merely called;
she is cleansed. Christ’s sacrifice is the purchase price, His word is the washing, and His goal is
presentation: a glorious church without spot or wrinkle.

Paul also speaks of the church in betrothal language: “For I am jealous over you with godly
jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to
Christ.” (2 Corinthians 11:2) This shows that the church age is a time of preparation and testing.
The bride must remain faithful while awaiting the Bridegroom. False doctrine, spiritual
compromise, and worldliness are therefore not small matters; they are threats against the purity
of the bride.

The same bridal language appears in the expectation of the marriage supper: “Let us be glad and
rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made
herself ready.” (Revelation 19:7) The bride is granted clothing that corresponds with
righteousness: “And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and
white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.” (Revelation 19:8)

The letters to the seven churches in Revelation also belong in this bridal context. Christ walks in
the midst of the candlesticks, examining His churches, praising faithfulness, exposing
compromise, and calling for repentance. To Ephesus He says, “Nevertheless [ have somewhat
against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.” (Revelation 2:4) To Thyatira He warns of
corrupt teaching and spiritual fornication, saying, “Notwithstanding I have a few things against
thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel... to teach and to seduce my servants to commit



fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.” (Revelation 2:20) These warnings show
Christ actively preparing His bride by removing defilement from His churches.

IV. The Piercing Warnings: The Impending Fury

When instructions are ignored and tender admonitions are met with mockery, God’s language
shifts dramatically. The warnings given to Jerusalem in the latter days before her fall are
terrifyingly specific, blunt, and absolute. He warns her that her religious rituals are no longer a
shield, and that physical proximity to His temple will not save an unrepentant heart.

Through Ezekiel, God warns Jerusalem that her judgment will match the severity of her spiritual
betrayal. Because she trusted in her gifts rather than her Giver, she would be stripped bare
before the world:

“Wherefore, O harlot, hear the word of the Lord: Thus saith the Lord God; Because thy
filthiness was poured out, and thy nakedness discovered through thy whoredoms with thy
lovers... Behold, therefore I will gather all thy lovers, with whom thou hast taken

pleasure... and will discover thy nakedness unto them, that they may see all thy
nakedness.” (Ezekiel 16:35-37)

The prophets warned that the city would be overcome by fire, sword, and famine. God explicitly
detailed that He Himself would become her adversary if she refused to wash her heart from
wickedness.

Jeremiah delivers a final, urgent warning, pleading with the capital city to cleanse her inner
motivations before the decree of destruction becomes irreversible:

“O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wickedness, that thou mayest be saved. How long
shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee?... Be thou instructed, O Jerusalem, lest my soul
depart from thee; lest I make thee desolate, a land not inhabited.” (Jeremiah 4:14, 6:8)

V. The New Jerusalem: The Bride Completed

At the climax of Scripture, John sees the final result of God’s long work of preparation: “And I
John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband.” (Revelation 21:2) This city is not introduced merely as
architecture, but as a bride. The angel then makes the identification unmistakable: “Come hither,
I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.” (Revelation 21:9) What John is shown is “that great
city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God.” (Revelation 21:10)

This brings together the whole testimony of Scripture. The bride who was pictured in Jerusalem,
promised restoration by the prophets, purified through Christ, and prepared through the word, is
finally revealed in glory. The New Jerusalem descends from heaven because the final perfection
of the bride is the work of God. She is adorned, holy, and filled with the glory of God. What
began with covenant calling ends with covenant dwelling: “Behold, the tabernacle of God is



with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be
with them, and be their God.” (Revelation 21:3)

The details of the New Jerusalem confirm that the bride includes the redeemed people of God
across the whole biblical story. The city has “twelve gates” bearing “the names of the twelve
tribes of the children of Israel” and “twelve foundations” bearing “the names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb.” (Revelation 21:12-14) Israel and the apostles are both represented in the
city’s structure, showing continuity between the covenant promises of the Old Testament and the
apostolic foundation of the New Testament church. The bride is therefore not an afterthought;
she is the prepared dwelling place of God, built upon His promises and completed by the Lamb.

Conclusion: From Warning to Everlasting Covenant

The narrative of Jerusalem in the Old Testament prophets is not a tragedy without hope. Though
the instructions were broken, the admonitions refused, and the warnings ultimately executed
through captivity and judgment, God's final word is restoration. From the first covenant call to
the last vision in Revelation, God is preparing a bride for Himself. He instructs her in holiness,
rebukes her unfaithfulness, washes her by His word, clothes her in righteousness, and finally
presents her as the New Jerusalem, the bride, the Lamb’s wife. Therefore, the prophetic warnings
against Jerusalem as a harlot and the apostolic teaching of the church as Christ’s bride are not
separate ideas. They are one unfolding story: God will have a holy people, a faithful city, and an
everlasting dwelling place where He and His redeemed bride are joined in glory forever.
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