
“Thou Shalt Not Bear False Witness 
Against Thy Neighbour”: 

Its Spirit, Depth, and Understanding 

The delivery of the covenant text advanced to the protection of human truth, reputation, and judicial 
integrity. Having guarded the physical life, the family structure, the marriage covenant, and the property 
of mankind, the voice from the fire of Sinai erected a defensive wall around the human name. The ninth 
commandment is a fierce declaration that truth is not relative, malleable, or weaponized for personal 
survival. It is an absolute reflection of the character of God, who is Truth itself. 

“Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.” — Exodus 20:16 

 

To the surface legalist, this commandment is understood merely as an injunction against committing 
perjury inside a physical courtroom. While lying under oath is a catastrophic sin, the spiritual depth and 
understanding of the ninth commandment pierce directly into the daily vocabulary of the human 
tongue. The spirit of this law forbids any distortion of reality that damages another person—including 
slander, gossip, character assassination, flattering lies, misleading half-truths, and even passive silence 
when an innocent person is being defamed by human systems. 

Champions of Reality: How Walking in Absolute Truth Makes 
Him Your God 

To have God as your God means your words must be anchored in His reality. The Creator does not 
tolerate a dual standard of truth. To keep this commandment in spirit is to ensure that your tongue 
functions as an instrument of uncompromised righteousness, protecting your neighbor's reputation as 
fiercely as you would protect your own life, and refusing to participate in the casual gossip of human 
culture. 

“Thou shalt not raise a false report: put not thine hand with the wicked to be an 
unrighteous witness. Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil; neither shalt thou 
speak in a cause to decline after many to wrest judgment.” — Exodus 23:1–2 

 

“Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou 
stand against the blood of thy neighbour: I am the Lord.” — Leviticus 19:16 



 

The Corrupted Narrative: How Manufactured Human Lies Serve 
Another God 

The ultimate violation of the ninth commandment occurs when individuals, media structures, or legal 
systems create laws, standards, and cultural traditions that institutionalize deception, protect false 
narratives, and reward character assassination. When a society accepts a culture of political 
propaganda, revisionist history, or regular media slander to destroy ideological opponents, they are 
breaking this commandment on a massive scale. They are serving the father of lies. 

On a personal level, if we spread an unverified story about a coworker, exaggerate a conflict to make 
ourselves look righteous, or remain silent while someone’s character is slaughtered in our presence, we 
are bearing false witness. We are serving the god of social conformity and self-protection. The scriptures 
explicitly link a lying tongue to the list of things that the Almighty holds in absolute, visceral 
abomination, because deception destroys the very fabric of covenant reality: 

“These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an abominable unto him: A proud 
look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked 
imaginations... A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among 
brethren.” — Proverbs 6:16–19 

 

“Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in 
him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.” 
— John 8:44 

 

“Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are 
members one of another.” — Ephesians 4:25 

 

Conclusion: Champions of Reality 

The spiritual depth of the Ninth Commandment establishes that a society that abandons truth will 
eventually lose its soul. You cannot bear the name of the God of Truth while using your tongue to spread 
human deception. When we engage in slander, repeat unverified gossip, or adapt our language to 
accommodate the false narratives and political correctness manufactured by men, we break the 
covenant. We crown the deceiver. To fully honor this commandment, we must guard our lips with 



absolute vigilance, speak only what is true and verified, and ensure that our words always protect the 
truth and the names of our neighbors under the sovereign authority of God. 


