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INTRODUCTION 

The Book of Psalms, while universally cherished as a collection of ancient Hebrew hymns, 
prayers, and poetry, possesses a profound layer of supernatural foresight. Far from being merely 
historical or emotional expressions of their human authors, many of these lyrical compositions 
function as precise prophetic records. In the New Testament, Jesus Christ himself explicitly 
validated the prophetic nature of the Psalmist, stating in Luke 24:44 that all things must be 
fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms 
concerning Him. The early church, following this precise interpretive framework, understood 
that the Holy Spirit frequently spoke through King David and other psalmists to sketch out a 
multi-dimensional portrait of redemption history. 

Theological analysis traditionally identifies between 16 and 22 specific psalms as intensely 
Messianic or prophetic. However, a holistic reading reveals that the prophetic scope of the 
Psalms is even broader, encompassing not only the first coming of Christ—His incarnation, 
ministry style, betrayal, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension—but also His second coming. 
The latter includes end-time geopolitical realignments, global judgments, and the ultimate 
establishment of an eternal millennial kingdom ruling from Jerusalem. This treatise will 
systematically examine these revelations, quoting directly from the King James Version (KJV) to 
preserve the historical dignity of the text. 

I. PROPHECIES OF THE FIRST COMING: SUFFERING, DEATH, AND 
THE CROSS 

The most striking and historically scrutinized prophetic elements within the Psalms are those that 
predict the passion and crucifixion of the Messiah with graphic, anatomical detail hundreds of 
years before Roman crucifixion was even invented as a method of capital punishment. 

Psalm 22: The Anatomy of Crucifixion 

Psalm 22 stands as the preeminent passion prophecy in the Old Testament, paralleling Isaiah 53. 
It begins with the exact agonizing cry uttered by Jesus from the cross and shifts to a detailed 
description of physical mockery and the systematic execution of a victim. 



"My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping 
me, and from the words of my roaring? ... All they that see me laugh me to scorn: 
they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, He trusted on the Lord that he 
would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him. ... For dogs 
have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced 
my hands and my feet. I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me. They 
part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture." 

Every line found its literal culmination in the Gospels. The Roman soldiers parted His garments, 
threw dice for His seamless robe, and the religious leaders stood mocking Him with the exact 
phrases predicted by King David. 

Psalm 34: Perfect Physical Preservation 

While the Messiah was destined to undergo violent execution, the prophetic text preserved a 
structural boundary regarding His physical body, pointing directly to the Passover Lamb whose 
bones were never to be broken. 

"He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken." 

This was fulfilled precisely when the Roman soldiers broke the legs of the thieves crucified 
alongside Jesus to hasten their deaths, but bypassed Jesus upon discovering He was already 
deceased, fulfilling both the type of the paschal sacrifice and the literal word of the Psalmist. 

Psalm 69: The Bitterness of the Passion 

Psalm 69 highlights the emotional and sensory torment experienced by the Messiah, detailing the 
zeal that consumed Him and the physical mockery of being offered vinegar in His thirst. 

"They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to 
drink." 

II. THE TRAITOR IN THE MIDST: PROPHECIES OF BETRAYAL AND 
FALSE WITNESS 

The internal narrative of Christ’s passion includes the deep pain of relational betrayal, legal 
corruption, and false accusations, all of which were mapped out across multiple psalms. 

Psalms 41 and 109: Judas Iscariot and the Replacement of Office 

The exact dynamic of Judas Iscariot's betrayal—a close confidant sharing bread—was explicitly 
foretold by David in Psalm 41. Furthermore, the spiritual and administrative fallout of this 
betrayal is captured in the imprecatory language of Psalm 109. 



"Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, 
hath lifted up his heel against me." (Psalm 41:9) 
 
"For my love they are my adversaries... and let another take his office." (Psalm 
109:4, 8) 

In the book of Acts, Peter explicitly cites Psalm 109:8 as the divine mandate to select a 
replacement apostle for Judas, proving that the early church viewed these specific personal 
laments of David as binding macro-prophecies. 

Psalm 35: The Construction of False Testimony 

During His trials before the Sanhedrin, Jesus was subjected to coordinated perjury. Psalm 35 
predicted this legal conspiracy. 

"False witnesses did rise up; they laid to my charge things that I knew not... 
neither let them wink with the eye that hate me without a cause." 

III. THE TRIUMPH OF THE FIRST COMING: RESURRECTION AND 
ASCENSION 

The prophetic landscape of the Psalms does not terminate in the grave. It provides the 
foundational scriptural basis for the resurrection from the dead and the grand ascension of the 
Messiah back into the heavenly courts. 

Psalm 16: Conquering the Corruption of the Grave 

Psalm 16 provides the absolute guarantee that the Messiah's physical form would not decompose 
or remain captive to sheol. Peter used this exact psalm on the Day of Pentecost to demonstrate 
that David could not have been speaking of himself, as David's tomb was still present and his 
body had corrupted. 

"For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to 
see corruption." 

Psalm 68: The Triumphant Ascension 

Following His resurrection, the Messiah's return to the heavenly realms is depicted as a 
victorious king leading a captive train of defeated enemies, a passage later unpacked by Paul in 
Ephesians 4. 



"Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast received 
gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell among 
them." 

IV. THE EARTHLY MINISTRY STYLE AND THE INCARNATION 

Beyond His birth and death, the Psalms provide an intriguing window into the behavioral 
patterns, theological priorities, and pedagogical methodologies of Jesus during His earthly life. 

Psalm 40: The Purpose of the Incarnation 

Psalm 40 captures the inner dialogue of the Messiah as He steps into the space of human history, 
declaring the insufficiency of animal sacrifices and presenting His own physical body as the 
ultimate, compliant offering. 

"Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened: burnt 
offering and sin offering hast thou not required. Then said I, Lo, I come: in the 
volume of the book it is written of me, I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy 
law is within my heart." 

Psalm 78: The Pedagogy of Parables 

Even the specific literary device Jesus used to communicate deep spiritual truths to the masses—
the parable—was a matter of prophetic fulfillment recorded by Asaph. 

"I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old." 

V. ESCHATOLOGICAL GEOPOLITICS: END-TIME COALITIONS AND 
THE DAY OF THE WRATH 

While the New Testament highlights the first coming, a massive block of the Psalmist looks 
directly to the end of the age. These passages detail the intense geopolitical pressures, hostile 
regional coalitions, and international defiance that will characterize the final chapters of human 
governance before the visual return of the King. 

Psalm 83: The Regional Conspiracy to Eradicate Israel 

Psalm 83 transitions out of historical context into a striking prophetic depiction of a localized 
confederacy of nations uniting with a singular objective: the absolute destruction of Israel's 
national existence. 

"They have taken crafty counsel against thy people, and consulted against thy 
hidden ones. They have said, Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation; 



that the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance. For they have consulted 
together with one consent: they are confederate against thee..." 

Psalm 2: The Global Revolt of World Powers 

On a global scale, Psalm 2 tracks the deep ideological and political alliance of global governance 
structures against divine law. It represents the ultimate manifestation of human autonomy trying 
to throw off the restraints of God's morality. 

"Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the 
earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and 
against his anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away 
their cords from us." 

Psalms 46 and 110: The Sovereign Response and Global Judgment 

The divine response to this international defiance is not diplomatic negotiation, but raw, 
sovereign intervention. The Psalms describe a moment where the earth melts at His voice and 
global conflicts are terminated through absolute judgment. 

"The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the earth 
melted... He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaketh the bow, 
and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire. Be still, and 
know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the 
earth." (Psalm 46:6, 9-10) 
 
"The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of his wrath. He 
shall judge among the heathen, he shall fill the places with the dead bodies; he 
shall wound the heads over many countries." (Psalm 110:5-6) 

VI. THE CORONATION AND THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM REIGN 

The climax of the prophetic framework within the Psalms is the literal, physical coronation of 
Christ and His subsequent millennial reign on earth, restoring righteousness, establishing total 
world peace, and vindicating the covenants made to Zion. 

Psalm 72 and 45: The Universal Rule of the Righteous King 

Psalm 72 outlines the socio-economic, environmental, and political reality of the Messiah's direct 
reign over the nations. It is a world defined by absolute equity, global tribute, and boundless 
prosperity. 



"He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of 
the earth... Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him." 
(Psalm 72:8, 11) 
 
"Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right 
sceptre." (Psalm 45:6) 

Psalm 102: The Set Time to Favour Zion 

The restoration of Israel and the rebuilding of Jerusalem are marked by a designated prophetic 
window, ensuring that the geopolitical centering of the world around Zion is an act of divine 
appointment. 

"Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion: for the time to favour her, yea, the 
set time, is come... When the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his 
glory." 

Ultimately, this leads to a state where the entirety of creation shifts from rebellion to true, 
unhindered worship, as sketched out in the dramatic conclusion of Psalm 22. 

"All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the Lord: and all the 
kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. For the kingdom is the Lord's: 
and he is the governor among the nations." 

CONCLUSION 

The multi-layered prophetic tapestry within the Book of Psalms leaves no room for the theory 
that these hymns were merely coincidental reflections of Israel's ancient kings. From the 
excruciatingly accurate medical and social descriptions of Roman crucifixion in Psalm 22 to the 
complex geopolitical, end-time alliances depicted in Psalm 83, the Psalmist functions as a 
unified, divinely breathed blueprint of human history and cosmic redemption. It reveals a 
Messiah who must first suffer, die, and break the power of the grave before returning as the 
supreme Sovereign to crush human rebellion and establish a kingdom of perfect righteousness. 
By studying these psalms through the precise lens of literal fulfillment, the reader is confronted 
with an unshakeable testament to the structural integrity, divine design, and absolute certainty of 
the Biblical text. 


