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In the study of biblical prophecy, a foundational axiom remains: Scripture must interpret 
Scripture. The prophetic visions recorded by the prophets and apostles do not rely on private 
human speculation. Instead, they employ an internal, coherent lexicon where mysterious symbols 
map directly to literal historical realities. Consider a dramatic prophetic scene: From the turbulent 
waters of the great sea (representing large multitudes of peoples, nations, and tongues as defined 
in Revelation 17:15), the winds of war and political strife (Jeremiah 49:36) break forth. Out of 
this geopolitical chaos, a terrifying beast arises. According to Daniel 7:17, this beast is not a 
literal monster but an empire or a major world kingdom. Upon its head rest horns, which 
represent distinct kings or rulers (Daniel 7:24) wielding crushing, unyielding power like iron 
(Daniel 2:40). 

In contrast to these aggressive earthly kingdoms, which are often symbolized by fierce animals 
like a swift wolf (representing false, deceptive leaders in Acts 20:29) or a rebellious goat 
(representing defiant powers in Matthew 25:33), God's faithful church is represented as a comely, 
pure woman (Jeremiah 6:2). She is clothed in fine white linen, which is explicitly defined as the 
righteousness of the saints (Revelation 19:8). She stands firmly anchored upon the Rock, which is 
Jesus Christ (1 專 Corinthians 10:4), sheltered beneath His protective truth like a shield and 
buckler (Psalm 91:4). Conversely, an apostate and unfaithful church system is depicted as a 
corrupt woman or harlot, arrayed in scarlet and crimson—colors signifying deep sin, corruption, 
and bloodguiltiness (Isaiah 1:18, Revelation 17:4-5). This corrupt system holds a golden cup full 
of abominations, passing around her intoxicating wine, which represents false doctrines and 
spiritual confusion that intoxicate the inhabitants of the earth (Revelation 17:2). 

The divine timeline of these movements is tracked using prophetic measures. A single day in a 
symbolic timeline translates directly to a literal year of history (Ezekiel 4:6), meaning a prophetic 
week amounts to seven literal years (Daniel 9:27). Throughout these eras, God sends his word as 
a lamp and candle to guide the feet of the faithful (Psalm 119:105), sharper than any two-edged 
sword (Ephesians 6:17). The Holy Spirit is poured out like rain (Deuteronomy 32:2) and oil 
(Isaiah 61:1), preparing a spiritual vineyard (Isaiah 5:7) for the final harvest at the end of the 
world (Matthew 13:39). When the Son of man finally returns upon the clouds of heaven with a 
sharp sickle to execute final judgment (Daniel 7:13, Joel 3:13), the ungodly will be blown away 
like chaff (Psalm 1:4) or consumed by fire and brimstone (Psalm 11:6). The complete, compiled 
key of these prophetic symbols—verified strictly by the King James Version text—is structured 
comprehensively below. 

  



COMPREHENSIVE PROPHETIC SYMBOLS DIRECTORY 

Prophetic Symbol Literal Biblical Definition KJV Scriptural Foundation 

Beast A kingdom, empire, or political power Daniel 7:17, 23 

Horn A king, ruler, or division of power Daniel 7:24 

Waters / Seas Large multitudes of people, nations, and languages Revelation 17:15 

Wind / Whirlwind War, strife, and political destruction Jeremiah 49:36 

Woman (Pure) The true Church or God's faithful people Jeremiah 6:2 / Ephesians 5:25–32 

Woman (Corrupt) An apostate, unfaithful church system Revelation 17:4-5 

Rock Jesus Christ and His foundational truth 1 Corinthians 10:4 

Day One literal year in symbolic timeline Ezekiel 4:6 / Numbers 14:34 

Fire Destruction or purifying divine judgment Isaiah 66:15 

Sword The Word of God Ephesians 6:17 / Hebrews 4:12 

Lamp / Candle The Word of God providing spiritual direction Psalm 119:105 

Oil The Holy Spirit Isaiah 61:1 / Zechariah 4:1–6 

Garments / Clothing Character, spiritual standing, or righteousness Isaiah 61:10 / Revelation 19:8 

Serpent / Dragon Satan or the Devil Revelation 12:9 

Eagle Speed, swiftness, or rapid movement Deuteronomy 28:49 / Habakkuk 
1:8 

Lamb Jesus Christ and His sacrificial work John 1:29 / Revelation 5:6 

Gold Faith or truth that has been tested Revelation 3:18 / 1 Peter 1:7 

White Robes / Fine 
Linen 

The righteousness of the saints Revelation 19:8 

Iron Crushing, unyielding political or military power Daniel 2:40 

Mountain A church, nation, or established kingdom Isaiah 2:2 / Jeremiah 51:25 

Stars Angels or spiritual messengers Revelation 1:20 

Trees / Grass Human beings or populations Isaiah 40:6 / Revelation 8:7 

Rain Outpouring of the Holy Spirit or divine truth Deuteronomy 32:2 / Joel 2:23 

Incense The prayers of God's people Revelation 5:8 / Psalm 141:2 

Vineyard The nation or people chosen by God Isaiah 5:7 



Prophetic Symbol Literal Biblical Definition KJV Scriptural Foundation 

Wine (Pure) Pure doctrine or the blood of Christ's covenant Mark 14:23-24 

Wine (Corrupt) False teachings and spiritual confusion Revelation 17:2 / Jeremiah 51:7 

Eyes Spiritual insight, understanding, or intelligence Ephesians 1:18 / Daniel 7:8 

Hand / Forehead Actions/labor (hand) and beliefs/mind (forehead) Ecclesiastes 9:10 / Romans 8:6 / 
Deut 6:6-8 

Mouth Speech, decrees, or official pronouncements Isaiah 49:2 / Revelation 13:5 

Seal / Mark Ownership, security, and divine validation Ephesians 1:13 / 2 Timothy 2:19 

Key Authority, control, or the power to open/shut truth Isaiah 22:22 / Luke 11:52 

Sanctuary / Temple The dwelling place of God, or His people 1 Corinthians 3:16 

Scarlet / Crimson Sin, corruption, or bloodguiltiness Isaiah 1:18 

Brass / Bronze Strength, resilience, or endurance under judgment Jeremiah 15:20 / Revelation 1:15 

Clay Humanity, fragility, or base material of kingdoms Isaiah 64:8 / Daniel 2:41–43 

Harvest The end of the world or gathering of souls Matthew 13:39 

Sickle Instrument of execution or final judgment Joel 3:13 / Revelation 14:14 

Thorns / Thistles The wicked, unrighteous, or cares of life Micah 7:4 / Matthew 13:22 

One Week Seven literal years (7 prophetic days) Daniel 9:27 

Time, Times, & Half 
Time 

Three and a half prophetic years (1,260 literal years) Revelation 12:6, 14 

Balance / Scales Scarcity, famine, or critical judgment Revelation 6:5 / Ezekiel 4:16 / 
Daniel 5:27 

The North Direction of divine authority or invasion route Psalm 75:6, 48:2 / Jeremiah 1:14 

The East Direction of deliverance, return, and divine glory Ezekiel 43:2 / Matthew 24:27 / 
Revelation 7:2 

Wilderness Desolate place, spiritual refuge, or low population Revelation 12:6 

Clouds The presence of God, or a vast host of angels Daniel 7:13 / Isaiah 60:8 / 
Hebrews 12:1 

Thunder The audible voice of God 2 Samuel 22:14 / Psalm 18:13 / 
John 12:28-29 

Earthquake Sudden, violent shakeup of earthly kingdoms Haggai 2:7 / Hebrews 12:26-27 

Shield / Buckler God's protective truth and faithfulness Psalm 91:4 



Prophetic Symbol Literal Biblical Definition KJV Scriptural Foundation 

Helmet The hope and assurance of final salvation 1 Thessalonians 5:8 / Ephesians 
6:17 

Bow Weapon of victory, conquest, and truth Habakkuk 3:9-12 / Revelation 6:2 

Silver The pure, unadulterated words of God Psalm 12:6 

Tin / Dross Impurity, moral compromise, or hypocrisy Isaiah 1:22, 25 

Brimstone Total eradication and final divine execution Psalm 11:6 / Revelation 21:8 

Yoke Bondage, captivity, or submission to authority Deuteronomy 28:48 / Jeremiah 
28:14 

Plowshare / Pruning 
Hook 

Peace, restoration, and productive industry Isaiah 2:4 

Chaff The ungodly who vanish during final judgment Psalm 1:4 / Daniel 2:35 

Girdle / Belt Truth, readiness, and a life closely bound to God Ephesians 6:14 / Jeremiah 13:11 

Cup A full measure of divine wrath or blessing Psalm 75:8 / Psalm 23:5 

Rags Self-righteousness or flawed human works Isaiah 1:18 / Isaiah 64:6 

Wolf False teachers, deceptive enemies, or apostate leaders Acts 20:29 / Matthew 7:15 

Goat The wicked, unrepentant, or a rapid, defiant empire Matthew 25:33 / Daniel 8:5, 21 

Dove The Holy Spirit or innocent purity John 1:32 / Matthew 10:16 

 


