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Introduction: The Divine Call to Character 

The ultimate purpose of human existence, as revealed from the opening pages of Holy Writ, is the 
manifestation of the character, likeness, and image of the Creator within the human vessel. When God 
first conceptualized humanity, His architectural blueprint was explicit: 'Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness' (Genesis 1:26). However, the entrance of sin into the world marred this beautiful 
reflection, fracturing the moral mirror and leaving humanity spiritually destitute. The journey of 
salvation is therefore not merely an escape from the penalty of death, but a thorough, structural 
restoration of the divine image in the believer's soul. 

In his second general epistle, the Apostle Peter outlines the exact mechanism by which this spiritual 
restoration takes place. He presents a beautiful, progressive, interlocking chain of character traits that 
build one upon another. This sequence is not a casual menu of choices from which a Christian may 
select their favorite virtues; it is an integrated, sequential framework of growth where each building 
block is completely dependent on the stability of the one beneath it. Peter begins by explaining that God 
has already provided everything necessary for life and godliness through His divine power. 

According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye 
might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the 
world through lust. 
 

— 2 Peter 1:3-4 

To partake of the 'divine nature' is to have the very attributes of God woven into the fabric of our daily 
thoughts, reactions, habits, and actions. It means that as we grow, we cease to look like our fallen 
earthly heritage and begin to perfectly resemble our Heavenly Father. This transformation requires 
deliberate, intense, and unyielding cooperation with the Holy Spirit. Peter emphasizes this requirement 
by commanding us to give 'all diligence' to this exact task. 

And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
 

— 2 Peter 1:5-7 

The Sequential Progression of the Divine Image 

The table below provides a comprehensive overview of the eight components of this spiritual stairway, 
highlighting how each layer builds upon and supports the next toward the goal of divine replication. 

Order Virtue (KJV Term) Spiritual Purpose & Transitional 
Link 



Foundation FAITH The starting bedrock; absolute 
reliance upon God's character and 
Word without which no growth can 
begin. 

Step 1 VIRTUE Moral excellence and courage; the 
energy to execute what faith 
believes, preventing faith from 
becoming passive. 

Step 2 KNOWLEDGE Spiritual discernment and insight; 
guides raw moral zeal and virtue so 
it is directed wisely and according 
to God's will. 

Step 3 TEMPERANCE Self-control; applies the acquired 
knowledge inwardly, mastering the 
appetites, passions, and desires of 
the physical body. 

Step 4 PATIENCE Perseverance and endurance; 
extends self-control outwardly 
across time, maintaining integrity 
through long trials and opposition. 

Step 5 GODLINESS God-centeredness and piety; 
ensures that horizontal endurance 
is anchored vertically in a deep, 
reverent affection for God. 

Step 6 BROTHERLY KINDNESS Mutual affection (Philadelphia); 
transforms internal godliness into 
active, warm, relational care for 
fellow believers. 

Step 7 CHARITY Unconditional divine love (Agape); 
the ultimate crown that fulfills the 
image of God, reaching even to 
enemies. 

 

The Bedrock Foundation: Faith 

Every building must rest upon a solid foundation. In the spiritual life, that absolute, immovable 
foundation is faith. Peter commands us to add our virtues 'to your faith,' establishing clearly that faith is 



the ground out of which all subsequent Christian attributes grow. Without faith, it is structurally 
impossible to construct a character that reflects the image of God. 

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
 

— Hebrews 11:1, 6 

Faith provides the vital spiritual connection to the divine life-source. It is the deep, settled conviction 
that God is entirely true, that His Word is completely infallible, and that His character is perfectly 
reliable. Faith accepts the reality of regeneration and receives the gift of Christ's righteousness. It is not 
an intellectual assent to a historical record, but a living, breathing reliance upon the living Lord. Because 
faith attaches the human spirit to the divine vine, it serves as the root system. Yet, a root system that 
never puts forth a stem or produces fruit is dead. True faith naturally possesses a powerful inward 
momentum that demands expression. Therefore, the first step of spiritual growth is to diligently 
manifest moral energy. 

Step 1: Virtue (Moral Excellence and Courage) 

To our faith, we are told to add virtue. The word 'virtue' here does not merely imply a state of passive 
innocence or a lack of bad habits. In the original scriptural language, it denotes moral energy, valor, and 
intrinsic excellence. It is the active, courageous determination to do what is right, regardless of cost, 
consequence, or cultural pressure. Virtue is the muscle of faith; it is the spiritual strength that translates 
internal belief into external action. 

When faith believes that God is holy, virtue rises up to actively pursue holiness in daily conversation. 
Virtue provides the spiritual backbone needed to stand firm against temptation and to separate oneself 
from the defilements of the age. It is the noble trait of a soldier who is entirely devoted to their 
commander's cause. 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things. 
 

— Philippians 4:8 

However, raw moral energy and zeal can easily become misguided, fanatical, or destructive if they are 
not balanced and guided by deep understanding. Zeal without boundaries often produces self-
righteousness, legalism, or a harsh spirit that harms rather than heals. Therefore, moral energy must be 
immediately paired with, tempered by, and directed by the light of scriptural intelligence. To virtue, we 
must add knowledge. 



Step 2: Knowledge (Spiritual Discernment and Insight) 

The knowledge Peter speaks of is not a sterile academic pride or a collection of random facts. It is deep 
spiritual discernment, practical wisdom, and an experiential understanding of God's character, His ways, 
and His holy Word. It is the insight that allows a believer to separate truth from error, to understand the 
subtle deceptions of the adversary, and to apply eternal principles to complex everyday situations. 

Without knowledge, a person's virtue can be completely wasted on trivialities or misapplied in ways that 
misrepresent God. Scripture warns that a lack of knowledge is utterly fatal to spiritual progression and 
relationship with God. 

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I 
will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the 
law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. 
 

— Hosea 4:6 

Knowledge provides the accurate map for our spiritual journey. It reveals the true character of God, the 
exact boundaries of His moral law, and the inner workings of our own hearts. It teaches us how to walk 
in a manner worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing. Yet, knowledge introduces its own profound danger. If 
a believer acquires immense scriptural understanding but fails to master their own personal fleshly 
impulses, they become a dangerous hypocrite. Knowledge can easily puff up the intellect while the life 
remains completely untamed. Therefore, to ensure that knowledge is effectively applied to the personal 
life, the believer must immediately add temperance. 

Step 3: Temperance (Self-Control and Mastery) 

Temperance is the practical execution of knowledge upon oneself. It is the virtue of self-control, self-
government, and personal mastery. Through knowledge, the believer learns what is right, pure, and 
aligned with God's nature; through temperance, the believer forces their physical appetites, emotional 
reactions, and unruly thoughts into strict alignment with that knowledge. It is the deliberate restraint of 
the carnal nature, the crucifixion of the flesh with its affections and lusts. 

The Apostle Paul masterfully illustrates this concept by comparing the Christian life to an elite athlete 
training for an incorruptible prize, demonstrating that complete mastery over the body is completely 
non-negotiable. 

And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to 
obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 
I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 
But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I 
have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 
 

— 1 Corinthians 9:25-27 



Temperance governs the tongue, bridles the anger, limits the physical appetites, and guards the eyes. It 
ensures that the believer is a master of themselves, not a slave to any habit, urge, or worldly passion. 
But self-control is incredibly exhausting if it is only exercised in short, intense bursts. It is relatively 
simple to maintain self-control for a single day or during a public gathering. The true test of character 
arises when pressure, sorrow, persecution, and exhaustion are extended over months and years. To 
prevent self-control from collapsing under the relentless weight of time and adversity, one must add 
patience. 

Step 4: Patience (Endurance and Steadfastness) 

The scriptural definition of patience goes far beyond a quiet, passive waiting or a mild-mannered 
tolerance of delays. The Greek term implies a heroic, unyielding endurance, a steadfast consistency that 
refuses to move or compromise under the heaviest burdens. It is the quality of a soldier who holds their 
position in the trench while the battle rages violently around them. Patience is temperance extended 
over time. It is the capacity to suffer long injuries, trials, and heartbreaks without wavering in one's 
commitment to Christ. 

Patience is the spiritual crucible where raw character is refined into permanent maturity. James explains 
that this endurance must have its full operational scope within the soul before true perfection can be 
attained. 

My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 
Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 
But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing. 
 

— James 1:2-4 

Through patience, the believer outlasts the storms of life. It transforms a fragile, emotional faith into a 
seasoned, bulletproof trust. However, if patience is merely human grit, willpower, or stoic 
determination, it can easily lead to a cold, hard, bitter, or cynical heart. A person can endure great 
hardships while becoming utterly detached from people and deeply resentful toward God. To keep 
endurance from turning into a cold, mechanical stoicism, it must be completely infused with a deep, 
warm, vertical relationship with the Creator. To patience, we must add godliness. 

Step 5: Godliness (God-Centeredness and Piety) 

Godliness is the total reorientation of the human life around the presence, pleasure, and glory of 
Almighty God. It is a state of mind and heart where God is the central focus, the ultimate priority, and 
the deepest affection of the soul. A godly person is not merely living a moral life; they are living a life 
that is entirely conscious of God, characterized by a profound, reverent awe for His holiness and a 
passionate desire to please Him in secret as well as in public. 



Godliness bridges the gap between mere human morality and true divine replication. It infuses every 
routine task of life with a sacred, worshipful quality. It ensures that our character is driven by love for 
God rather than a desire for human praise or an obsession with rules. 

For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having 
promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. 
 

— 1 Timothy 4:8 

When a person develops godliness, they carry the fragrance of the sanctuary wherever they walk. They 
see the world through the lens of eternity. Yet, even godliness has a vital transitional boundary. If a 
person's godliness remains exclusively vertical—focused solely on private prayer, solitary meditation, 
and isolated worship—it can degenerate into a strange, detached, antisocial spirituality. True godliness 
cannot exist in a vacuum; it must flow horizontally into the messy reality of human relationships. If we 
truly love the invisible God, we must actively love His visible children. Therefore, to godliness, we must 
add brotherly kindness. 

Step 6: Brotherly Kindness (Philadelphia) 

Brotherly kindness is translated from the beautiful Greek word Philadelphia, which signifies the warm, 
tender, family affection that exists between biological siblings. In the spiritual economy, it is the 
deliberate extension of that deep, loyal family love to the entire household of faith. It is the virtue that 
transforms isolated godly individuals into an interlocking, supportive, and unbreakable spiritual family. 

Brotherly kindness manifests as active empathy, a willingness to bear one another's burdens, a 
quickness to forgive offenses, and an intense desire to see one's brothers and sisters succeed in the 
Lord. It utterly destroys the competitive, jealous, and critical spirit that so often fractures human 
communities. 

Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one 
another; 
 

— Romans 12:10 

Through brotherly kindness, the church becomes a tangible haven of safety, light, and restoration in a 
dark world. It is the visible proof that we have passed from death unto life. However, even this high, 
beautiful form of brotherly affection has a definitive boundary. Philadelphia is inherently reciprocal and 
communal; it is the love shared among those who belong to the same family, who share the same 
values, and who return that love in kind. But God's character is far larger than a family circle. God does 
not only love those who love Him; He loves those who hate Him, blesses those who curse Him, and 
pours out His sunlight upon the unjust. To reach the absolute summit of the divine character, our love 
must expand beyond the borders of family reciprocity into the boundless ocean of unconditional divine 
love. To brotherly kindness, we must add charity. 



Step 7: Charity (The Summit of Divine Love) 

Charity is the absolute crown, the radiant summit, and the perfect fulfillment of the entire stairway of 
virtue. Translated from the Greek word Agape, charity is not a mere emotion, a passing feeling, or a 
philanthropic donation. It is the unconditional, sacrificial, self-giving, and completely selfless love of God 
Himself. It is a love that operates by a fixed principle of the will, choosing to seek the absolute highest 
good of another person completely regardless of their worthiness, their response, or how they treat us. 

Charity is the very definition of God's essential being, for 'God is love' (1 John 4:8). When charity is fully 
formed within a human soul, the restoration of the divine image is complete. The believer has finally 
grown up into the exact spiritual likeness of their Heavenly Father. The Apostle Paul provides the 
definitive, unmatched profile of this supreme virtue. 

Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is 
not puffed up, 
Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no 
evil; 
Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 
Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Charity 
never faileth... 
 

— 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

Charity encompasses, binds together, and completely fulfills all the virtues that came before it. It 
provides the true meaning for faith, the right motive for virtue, the ultimate purpose for knowledge, the 
sweet spirit for temperance, the joy for patience, the reality for godliness, and the infinite expansion for 
brotherly kindness. It is the bond of perfectness. 

Conclusion: Fulfilling the Image of God as His True 
Children 

The progressive climb up this spiritual stairway is the exact path by which we are conformed into the 
image of Jesus Christ, who is Himself the express image of the invisible Father. As we give all diligence to 
add virtue to faith, knowledge to virtue, temperance to knowledge, patience to temperance, godliness 
to patience, brotherly kindness to godliness, and charity to brotherly kindness, a profound spiritual 
transformation occurs. We cease to be merely human creatures trying our best to follow a set of moral 
rules; we become literal partakers of the divine nature. 

The Apostle Peter concludes this powerful discourse by revealing the absolute safety, fruitfulness, and 
eternal security that belongs to those who diligently maintain this progressive climb. 

For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren 
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that 
he was purged from his old sins. 



Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: 
for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 
 

— 2 Peter 1:8-10 

This is the ultimate destiny of the children of God. We are called to outgrow the corruption of this fallen 
world, to scale the glorious heights of the divine character, and to stand at last in the presence of our 
Maker, reflecting His likeness perfectly. It is a lifelong ascent that requires our daily diligence, our 
complete surrender, and our unwavering cooperation with the Holy Spirit. But the reward is completely 
beyond measure: to look upon the face of our Savior and to know that we have been made completely 
like Him. 

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but 
we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 
 

— 1 John 3:2 


