THE PRINCE AND THE KING OF
TYRUS

An End-Times Explanation of Ezekiel 28 in Light of Progressive Revelation

INTRODUCTION: THE DEEP MYSTERIES OF
EZEKIEL 28

Ezekiel chapter 28 stands as one of the deepest, most complex, and most unusual prophetic passages in
the entire canon of Holy Scripture. On its surface, the text speaks directly against the ancient maritime
metropolis of Tyre—a wealthy, seemingly impregnable sea-trading power that dominated the
commerce of the ancient Mediterranean world. Yet, as one plunges deeper into the wording of the text,
it becomes unmistakably clear that the narrative points to a reality far greater than an earthly city and
its human monarch. In the grand tapestry of biblical prophecy, Almighty God frequently addresses a
visible human leader while simultaneously revealing and judging the invisible spiritual power operating
directly behind him.

Through the inspired pen of the Prophet Ezekiel, the Holy Spirit unveils a dual rebellion involving two
distinct malevolent figures: the coming end-times global dictator commonly known as the Antichrist or
the Beast, who is cast as the 'Prince of Tyrus,' and Satan himself, the original rebel of the universe, who
is unmasked as the 'King of Tyrus.' When this profound chapter is analyzed alongside other cornerstone
prophetic texts found in Isaiah, Daniel, 2 Thessalonians, and the Book of Revelation, an incredibly
coherent story of cosmic proportions appears. This interconnected narrative traces how sin and
rebellion originally began in the heavenly realm and details how that same rebellion will reach its final
earthly climax through the person of the Antichrist.

The structure of Ezekiel 28 is carefully split into two major prophetic messages. The first ten verses
concentrate on a proud human ruler who claims divine status and demands to be worshiped as a god on
earth. Conversely, verses 11 through 19 shift perspective completely, looking past the earthly veil to
expose the pride, original perfection, and catastrophic fall of Lucifer. Understanding this distinction is
vital for the modern student of prophecy, because it demonstrates that the final crisis of human history
is not merely a matter of geopolitics, military strategy, or shifting national alliances. Rather, it represents
the ultimate earthly stage of an ancient spiritual war waged by the kingdom of darkness against the
throne of God.



THE HISTORICAL SETTING AND GEOPOLITICAL
GLORY OF TYRE

To fully comprehend why the Holy Spirit led prophet selected the city of Tyre as the baseline for this
profound revelation, one must examine its historical and economic standing in the ancient world. Tyre
was a phenomenal Phoenician city-state split into two parts: a coastal settlement on the mainland and a
heavily fortified island fortress sitting just off the shore. Protected by massive walls and surrounded by
the deep waters of the Mediterranean Sea, Tyre considered itself absolutely invincible against foreign
invasion. It was the commercial hub of antiquity, amassing staggering wealth through international
maritime trade, luxury goods, and its famous purple dyes.

The merchant princes of Tyre were renowned across the globe for their financial genius, navigation
skills, and diplomatic shrewdness. However, this unmatched material success gave rise to a toxic level of
cultural and individual arrogance. The citizens and rulers of Tyre began to believe that their security and
prosperity were the direct result of their inherent superior wisdom and power. They forgot their
mortality and dependency on the Creator, constructing a society completely centered on materialism,
self-sufficiency, and greed. It is this specific convergence of economic dominance, pride of wisdom, and
a sense of absolute security that made Tyre the perfect historical template for the future global empire
of the Antichrist.

THE PROPHETIC NARRATIVE & EXPOSITION

I. The Prince of Tyrus and the End-Time Beast

The opening segment of the prophecy (Ezekiel 28:1-10) is specifically addressed to the 'prince of Tyrus'
(translated from the Hebrew 'Nagid,' implying a ruler or leader). While this title historically applied to
Ithobaal Ill, the reigning monarch of Tyre during Ezekiel's Babylonian captivity, the divine description
rapidly breaks past the boundaries of an ordinary human biography. This ruler's heart is completely
consumed by arrogance due to his vast financial treasures, military strength, and unmatched intellectual
prowess. His ultimate, defining transgression is his blasphemous assertion of personal divinity.

"The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith
the Lord GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, | am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in
the midst of the seas; yet thou art a man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God:
Behold, thou art wiser than Daniel; there is no secret that they can hide from thee: With thy wisdom and
with thine understanding thou hast gotten thee riches, and hast gotten gold and silver into thy treasures:
By thy great wisdom and by thy traffick hast thou increased thy riches, and thine heart is lifted up
because of thy riches: Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast set thine heart as the heart
of God; Behold, therefore | will bring strangers upon thee, the terrible of the nations: and they shall draw
their swords against the beauty of thy wisdom, and they shall defile thy brightness. They shall bring thee




down to the pit, and thou shalt die the deaths of them that are slain in the midst of the seas." (Ezekiel
28:1-8, KIV)



THE NEW TESTAMENT REVELATION OF THE MAN OF SIN

The staggering claim made by the Prince of Tyrus—'l am a God, | sit in the seat of God'—mirrors
perfectly what the New Testament reveals concerning the coming end-times global ruler. In his second
epistle to the Thessalonians, the Apostle Paul provides a vivid description of this final dictator,
identifying him as the 'man of sin' and the 'son of perdition.' Paul warns that this figure will elevate
himself above all existing forms of authority and explicitly demand absolute religious worship inside a
physical temple.

"Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all
that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself
that he is God." (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, KJV)

The theological link connecting Ezekiel's Prince of Tyrus and Paul's 'man of sin' is completely undeniable.
Both figures are entirely dominated by supreme megalomania and pride. Both seek to usurp the honor,
glory, and worship that belong exclusively to the living God. The Prophet Daniel outlines an identical
portrait of this end-times character, emphasizing his absolute disregard for traditional religious
structures and his obsession with self-magnification.

"And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every
god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be
accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done. Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers,
nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all." (Daniel 11:36-37,
KJV)

THE ECONOMIC WEAPONIZATION OF THE BEAST

Ezekiel emphasizes that the prince's pride is inextricably bound to his financial networks, international
trade, and commercial success. Tyre built its global reputation on its ability to accumulate riches through
trade, or 'traffick.' Similarly, the Book of Revelation demonstrates that the end-times Beast will establish
an unprecedented global economic monopoly, weaponizing commerce to force compliance from the
population of the earth.

By establishing the infamous 'mark of the beast,' this dictator will ensure that no individual can
participate in everyday commerce without pledging absolute allegiance to his regime. The Prince of
Tyrus thus serves as a vivid prophetic foreshadowing of this final world ruler, who merges total political
tyranny with inescapable economic control. While ancient Tyre fell to historical empires, the final global
system it represents will stand until it is completely crushed by the physical return of Jesus Christ.



I1. The King of Tyrus and the Fall of Lucifer

In verse 11 of Ezekiel 28, the tone and vocabulary of the prophetic transmission experience a radical
shift. The Lord commands Ezekiel to take up a formal lamentation over the 'king of Tyrus' (utilizing the
Hebrew term 'Melek,' which denotes absolute sovereign lordship). The descriptive attributes that fill the
subsequent verses completely shatter any possibility of a human application. No mortal king of Tyre
ever walked inside the pristine borders of Eden or held the status of a holy angelic being. The text strips
away the earthly curtain to expose Satan himself, the cosmic mastermind pulling the strings behind the
Tyrian throne.

"Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou hast been
in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond,
the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the
workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.
Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and | have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of
God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from
the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee." (Ezekiel 28:12—-15, KJV)

This extraordinary passage provides the church with a rare, inspired glimpse into the pre-fall state of
Lucifer. He is presented as the absolute pinnacle of God's creative genius—'full of wisdom, and perfect
in beauty.' He held an incredibly exalted position as the 'anointed cherub that covereth,' a high-ranking
angelic being stationed in the immediate, burning presence of God's majesty on His holy mountain. He
was completely sinless and perfect in all his ways from the literal day of his creation. Yet, this
magnificent status was utterly ruined when inward sin, pride, and lawlessness were found deep within
his heart.

THE INWARD REBELLION AND COSMIC CORRUPTION

The text details the tragic mechanics of Lucifer's fall, explaining that his external beauty became the
catalyst for internal corruption. Instead of reflecting the glory back to his Creator, he began to obsess
over his own brightness and musical perfection.

"By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast
sinned: therefore | will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and | will destroy thee, O
covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty,
thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: | will cast thee to the ground, | will lay thee
before kings, that they may behold thee. Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine
iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will | bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall
devour thee, and | will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee."
(Ezekiel 28:16-18, KJV)







THE FIVE 'I WILLS' OF THE SON OF THE MORNING

Ezekiel's historical profile of Satan's fall matches the parallel revelation recorded by the Prophet Isaiah.
Isaiah exposes the exact thoughts that circulated within Lucifer's heart during his initial rebellion,
detailing his insane attempt to overthrow the divine hierarchy of heaven and establish himself as the

supreme ruler of existence.

"How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground,
which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, | will ascend into heaven, | will exalt
my throne above the stars of God: | will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the
north: | will ascend above the heights of the clouds; | will be like the most High. Yet thou shalt be brought
down to hell, to the sides of the pit." (Isaiah 14:12-15, KJV)

When Ezekiel mentions the 'multitude of thy merchandise' and the 'iniquity of thy traffick' in a spiritual
context, it points to a profound reality. The Hebrew word for merchandise can also mean slander or
retailing. In this sense, Lucifer went about the heavenly ranks like a deceptive salesman, spreading
slanderous lies and rumors concerning God's character and government. He successfully marketed his
rebellion to the angelic hosts, convincing a vast portion of them to defect from their allegiance to God.
The Apostle John confirms the historic and future results of this angelic coup in the Apocalypse,

describing a massive celestial war.

"And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth... And there was
war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels,
And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out,
that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the
earth, and his angels were cast out with him." (Revelation 12:4, 7-9, KJV)




ITI1. The Dragon and the Beast Working Together

The crucial theological distinction between the 'Prince' of Tyre (the visible human agent) and the 'King'
of Tyre (the invisible spiritual power) provides the master key to unlocking the complex symbology of
the Book of Revelation. The final global dictator is not going to be an ordinary, secular politician or
military commander. He will be a unique human individual completely possessed, empowered, and
directed by Satan himself. The visible system on earth is the physical manifestation of the invisible
rebellion that began millions of years ago in the heavenly courts.

The Apostle John pulls back the apocalyptic curtain to show this exact spiritual dynamic operating
behind the scenes of the end-times empire. He describes a terrifying multi-headed Beast rising from the
sea, receiving its total authority directly from the fallen Dragon.

"And the beast which | saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth
as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority. And | saw
one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world
wondered after the beast. And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they
worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?"
(Revelation 13:2-4, KJV)

This relationship represents the ultimate fulfillment of the prophetic pattern established in Ezekiel 28.
Satan, operating as the true spiritual King of Tyrus, delegates his cosmic power, throne, and authority to
the human Beast, who acts as the Prince. Satan's ancient, unfulfilled desire to be worshiped 'like the
most High' is finally realized on earth through the mechanism of the Antichrist. The global population,
completely deceived by supernatural signs and wonders, will engage in a dual form of worship, bowing
down simultaneously to both the invisible Dragon and the visible Beast.

This profound connection also sheds light on why the Lord pronounces distinct variations of judgment
upon the two figures in Ezekiel 28. The Prince of Tyrus is promised a physical, violent execution at the
hands of foreign invaders—he is brought down to the pit and dies the death of a mortal man. The King
of Tyrus, however, faces a deeply spiritual, internal, and comprehensive destruction. He is consumed by
a fire generated from within his own being, reduced to ashes, and transformed into an eternal
monument of divine justice.



CONCLUSION: THE TRIUMPHANT VICTORY OF
THE KING OF KINGS

The majestic conclusion of Ezekiel chapter 28 points forward to the absolute, irreversible victory of
Almighty God over every form of cosmic and human rebellion. Both the Prince of Tyrus and the King of
Tyrus, despite their immense wisdom, staggering wealth, and supernatural power, are weighed in the
balances of divine justice and found completely wanting. The narrative of Scripture guarantees that their
joint rebellion will be utterly demolished by the physical appearance of Jesus Christ, the true King of
kings and Lord of lords.

The global dictator who mirrors the proud Prince reaches his final destination when he assembles the
combined military might of the nations to wage war against the returning Christ at the Battle of
Armageddon. The Book of Revelation records the immediate, terrifying end of this earthly ruler and his
deceptive religious partner.

"And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which
he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These
both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone." (Revelation 19:20, KJV)

This event provides the literal fulfillment of Ezekiel's ancient warning that the proud prince would be
violently brought down to the pit. The global economic and political system that felt so secure will
dissolve under the weight of divine wrath. Furthermore, following the completion of Christ's literal one-
thousand-year millennial reign on earth, Satan himself—the true spiritual power behind the King of
Tyrus—will face his final, inescapable execution.

"And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the
false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever." (Revelation 20:10, KJV)

Ezekiel 28:19 declares that the king 'shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.' The pristine
beauty that once triggered his pride will be completely erased, replaced by an eternity of conscious
torment inside the lake of fire. In summary, Ezekiel 28 provides modern believers with an invaluable lens
through which to interpret the chaotic spiritual battles of our age. It exposes the fact that false worship,
self-exaltation, and tyrannical global systems are deeply tethered to Satan's original rebellion. But above
all, it infuses the church with unshakable hope: the dragon and the beast are already defeated, Jesus
Christ will triumph completely, and the sovereign throne of God remains secure for all eternity.



