
The Truth of the Biblical Resurrections 
Deconstructing the Tradition of 'Going to Heaven' and Mapping the Prophetic 

Order of the Dead 

Introduction: The Great Theological Displacement 
The belief that humans travel directly to heaven upon death is the predominant view of mainstream 
Christianity. However, an exhaustive look at the biblical text reveals that scripture never promises a 
flight to heaven at death. Instead, it outlines a rigorous, highly ordered roadmap centered around two 
separate, future resurrections. The widespread misunderstanding stems from ancient pagan philosophy 
intermingling with scripture, creating a tradition that inadvertently makes the actual return of Christ and 
the resurrection of the body redundant. 

Part 1: Historical Roots of the Immortal Soul Tradition 

The Bible teaches that humans do not contain an immortal soul; rather, they are living souls. In Genesis 
2:7, dust combined with breath results in a living soul (nephesh). As early Christianity expanded into the 
Gentile world, thinkers like Origen and Augustine blended scripture with Platonic Greek philosophy, 
which viewed the body as a temporary trap and the soul as an inherently divine, immortal entity that 
separates at death. 

Scripture explicitly rejects this dualism, noting that souls can perish: 

(Ezekiel 18:4) 
“The soul who sins shall die.” 

(Ecclesiastes 9:5) 
“For the living know that they will die; but the dead know nothing.” 

(John 3:13) 
“No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man.” 

(Acts 2:29, 34) 
“Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and 
buried... For David did not ascend into the heavens.” 

Part 2: Deconstructing Common Misunderstood Verses 

Proponents of the instant-heaven tradition rely primarily on a small handful of misunderstood passages, 
which must be viewed through strict linguistic and cultural parameters. 

1. 'Absent from the Body, Present with the Lord' (2 Corinthians 5:8): Paul never writes that this 
happens instantly. In verses 2-4, he uses the analogy of being 'clothed' with a heavenly habitation so 
that 'mortality may be swallowed up by life.' Because death is a state of total unconsciousness, the next 
conscious moment for a sleeping saint is awakening to see Christ in the future resurrection, which 



creates the personal perception of instantaneous transit, though centuries may have elapsed 
chronologically. 

2. The Thief on the Cross (Luke 23:43): Original Greek text possessed no punctuation. Placing the 
comma according to context yields: 'Assuredly, I say to you today, you will be with Me in Paradise.' Jesus 
could not have been in heaven with the thief that Friday, because three days later on Sunday morning, 
He explicitly told Mary Magdalene: 'I have not yet ascended to My Father' (John 20:17). 

3. The Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31): This was a parable directed as a critique to the Pharisees 
(Luke 16:14). If taken literally, it implies that people in heaven can hold conversation with people 
burning in hell and that a literal finger-drop of water can counter spiritual fire. The climax reinforces the 
doctrine of resurrection: 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded 
though one rise from the dead' (Luke 16:31). 

Part 3: The First Resurrection — Transmutation to Spirit Body 

The First Resurrection is entirely exclusive. It is reserved for the Firstfruits, the saints, and the Bride of 
Christ. Most importantly, it is not a resurrection back into physical flesh and blood, but a complete 
conversion into a divine spirit body, identical to the composition of Christ following His resurrection. 

(1 Corinthians 15:50-52) 
“Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does 
corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed—in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” 

Paul utilizes precise terms to describe this physical transformation: 

* 'In a Moment': From the Greek 'atomos' (the smallest indivisible unit of time). It denotes an 
unmeasurable fraction of a second. 

* 'Twinkling of an Eye': From the Greek 'rhipē ophthalmou,' indicating the time it takes for light to 
reflect off the cornea. It emphasizes an instantaneous, atomic transmutation where corruptible matter 
is instantly absorbed or 'swallowed up' by spirit power. 

Part 4: The Sounding of the Last Trumpet and Sequence in the Air 

This transmutation occurs precisely at the sounding of Paul's 'last trumpet,' which corresponds directly 
to the Seventh Trumpet of Revelation 11:15. 

(1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) 
“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and 
with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.” 



When the Seventh Trumpet blasts, the spirit-composed Firstfruits (Revelation 14:1-4) are pulled into the 
atmosphere to meet Christ. They execute a highly specific, orderly sequence prior to setting foot on 
earth: 

1. Gathering on the Sea of Glass (Revelation 15:2-3): The saints stand safely upon a crystalline structure 
extending into the atmosphere, observing the final execution of God's wrath upon Babylon below. 

2. The Marriage of the Lamb (Revelation 19:7-8): The corporate body of the saints is officially presented 
to Jesus Christ as a completed, spotless spouse, legally and spiritually sealing their bond. 

3. Distribution of Ranks and Crowns (2 Timothy 4:8, Rev 2:26): The overcomers are formally awarded 
crowns and authority over nations, cementing their designated positions of leadership for the Millennial 
era. 

4. Mounting the Armies of Heaven (Revelation 19:14): Clothed in fine white linen, the resurrected Bride 
follows Christ as His executive military arm to forcefully end human misrule. 

5. Touchdown on the Mount of Olives: The entire cohort descends to touch the earth. Zechariah 14:4-5 
declares: 'And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives... Thus the Lord my God will come, 
and all the saints with You.' 

Part 5: The Second Resurrection — Return to Physical Flesh 

By sharp contrast, the Second Resurrection occurs 1,000 years later. It involves the billions of people 
throughout human history who lived and died without ever knowing the true God or receiving His truth. 

(Revelation 20:5) 
“But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished.” 

While the first resurrection converts saints to spirit rulers, the second resurrection brings people back 
into physical, mortal bodies of flesh and blood. This physical restoration is described perfectly in the 
vision of the dry bones: 

(Ezekiel 37:5-6) 
“Thus says the Lord God to these bones: 'Surely I will cause breath to enter into you, and you 
shall live. I will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon you, cover you with skin and put breath in 
you; and you shall live. Then you shall know that I am the Lord.'” 

These individuals are raised back to physical life on earth, not for a summary condemnation, but to have 
their minds opened to the 'Book of Life' (Revelation 20:11-12) for the very first time. They will live, 
breathe, and study truth under the direct mentorship of Jesus Christ and the immortal, spirit-born saints 
(the Bride) who were resurrected a millennium prior. 
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