The Book of Proverbs: The Wisdom of
Solomon

A Clear Guide to Practical Biblical Wisdom, Moral Principles, and Everyday Life

1. Foundations of Proverbial Wisdom

The Book of Proverbs is a major part of the Bible’s Wisdom Literature. It was written mainly by King
Solomon, who was known for the wisdom God gave him. The book turns deep truths about God and life
into short, practical lessons. Unlike Bible books that focus on history or prophecy, Proverbs speaks
directly to everyday choices and shows how good character can lead to wise action.

At its heart, Proverbs teaches a simple but important truth: wisdom is not just knowing facts; it is living
in a way that follows God’s moral laws. Its sayings cover nineteen important areas of life, including
honesty, money, emotions, work, and relationships. This guide explains those nineteen topics, gives the
related wording from the King James Version (KJV), and shows how each lesson can be used in daily life.

2. A Clear Look at the Nineteen Main Topics

2.1 Trusting God & Wisdom

[Proverbs 3:5-6 - KJV]
"Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy
ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths."

This passage calls for a complete change in how we view our own judgment. Our understanding is
limited by our experiences, biases, and changing emotions. When we recognize God’s authority in every
part of life, we rely less on fear and self-confidence alone. Instead, we build our choices on a steady
foundation that gives clearer direction over time.

2.2 The Power of Speech

[Proverbs 15:1 - KJV]
"A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger."

The way we speak can either increase or reduce conflict. Harsh, defensive words often cause others to
respond in the same way, making the situation worse. A calm, gentle answer can lower tension and give
everyone a chance to step away from an argument.

2.3 Humility vs. Pride

[Proverbs 16:18 - KJV]
"Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall."



Pride can make people judge risks poorly. A proud person or organization may ignore weaknesses, reject
advice, and believe failure is unlikely. Humility provides protection by encouraging honest self-review,
accountability, and early action before small problems become serious.

2.4 Diligence & Hard Work

[Proverbs 6:6 - KJV]
"Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise:"

The ant shows the value of self-motivation and steady work. Good work should not depend on pressure,
constant supervision, or last-minute panic. By planning ahead and working consistently, people can
overcome delay and manage their time and resources wisely.

2.5 Generosity & Wealth

[Proverbs 11:24 - KJV]
"There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet,
but it tendeth to poverty."

This saying reveals a surprising truth about money and fulfillment. Holding tightly to everything we own
can lead to isolation and an unhealthy focus on possessions. Generosity allows money, goodwill, and
skills to help others, often bringing value back to the giver along with a deeper sense of purpose.

2.6 Choosing Wise Counsel

[Proverbs 15:22 - KJV]
"Without counsel purposes are disappointed: but in the multitude of counselors they are
established."

Making important decisions alone can leave us open to bias and blind spots. During major life changes,
career moves, or financial decisions, it is wise to seek several viewpoints. A varied group of honest,
experienced mentors can challenge our assumptions and help us build plans on solid facts.

2.7 The Fear of the Lord

[Proverbs 1:7 - KIV]
"The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction."

Clear thinking and sound morals need a firm starting point. Without deep respect for God, right and
wrong can become matters of personal opinion. Proverbs teaches that true knowledge begins when a
person puts aside pride, accepts God’s authority, and remembers that everyone is accountable to Him.

2.8 Guard the Heart

[Proverbs 4:23 - KJV]
"Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life."

What we allow into our minds shapes our thoughts, emotions, and choices. Guarding the heart means
being careful about media, relationships, and ideas that may be harmful. It also means letting go of
bitterness so that our inner life supports healthy actions.



2.9 Honesty & Integrity

[Proverbs 11:3 - KJV]
"The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the perverseness of transgressors shall
destroy them."

Integrity works like an inner guide. When a person chooses honesty in every area of life, decisions
become simpler and more consistent. Deception creates a growing web of lies and compromises that
eventually falls apart under its own weight.

2.10 Anger Management

[Proverbs 16:32 - KJV]
"He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that
taketh a city."

Power over others means little without self-control. Angry outbursts show that emotions are in charge
and can make a person easy to provoke or manipulate. Real strength is the ability to pause, think clearly,
and choose a wise response when under pressure.

2.11 True Friendship

[Proverbs 17:17 - KJV]
"A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity."

Friendships based only on convenience often disappear during hard times. True friendship is shown by
steady loyalty and support during loss, legal trouble, or financial hardship. A real friend gives help
without first asking what they will receive in return.

2.12 Teaching Children

[Proverbs 22:6 - KJV]
"Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it."

Early teaching can shape a child’s habits for life. Raising children should be intentional, not passive.
Adults should model strong character, set healthy limits, and teach clear moral values. These lessons can
become a steady guide as children grow into adulthood.

2.13 Handling Rebuke

[Proverbs 9:8 - KIV]
"Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee."

A person’s response to correction shows their level of maturity. An unwise person may become
defensive, ignore facts, or attack the one giving advice. A wise person sees fair criticism as useful, thanks
the speaker, and uses the feedback to improve.

2.14 Avoiding Debt & Co-Signing

[Proverbs 22:7 - KIV]
"The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender."



Debt can reduce a person’s freedom by giving lenders control over part of their income and choices.
High-interest borrowing and risky co-signing can create long-term financial pressure. Greater freedom
comes from careful budgeting, living below one’s means, and avoiding unnecessary debt.

2.15 Purity & Fidelity

[Proverbs 5:15 - KJV]
"Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine own well."

Marriage and committed relationships need loyalty and clear boundaries. Outside emotional or physical
involvement can damage trust, families, and personal well-being. Faithfulness means directing romantic
love toward one’s spouse and turning away from temptations before they grow.

2.16 The Trait of Mercy

[Proverbs 3:3 - KJV]
"Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of
thine heart:"

Healthy relationships need both truth and compassion. Truth without mercy can become harsh and
damage people. Mercy without truth can excuse harmful behavior and remove responsibility. Wisdom
holds to what is right while showing understanding when people fail.

2.17 Gossip & Talebearing

[Proverbs 16:28 - KJV]
"A froward man soweth strife: and a whisperer separateth chief friends."

Gossip and rumors damage teams and relationships. Sharing unverified or harmful stories breaks trust,
creates conflict, and harms the sense of safety people need. The best response is to refuse to spread or
entertain gossip and to protect the reputations of those who are not present.

2.18 The Virtue of Sobriety

[Proverbs 20:1 - KJV]
"Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise."

Clear thinking is necessary for good decisions. Regular substance use can lower caution, cloud moral
judgment, and weaken the ability to think carefully. Wisdom calls for self-control and mental clarity
rather than using substances as a short-term escape.

2.19 Caring for the Needy

[Proverbs 19:17 - KJV]
"He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and that which he hath given will he
pay him again."

People with extra resources have a responsibility to help those in need. Supporting poor and vulnerable
people should not be seen only as a financial loss or a generous act. Proverbs presents such giving as
service to God, who sees it and promises to honor it.



3. Bringing the Lessons Together

Taken together, these nineteen lessons offer a strong guide for daily living. Success and failure often

grow from small choices made over time in speech, work, money, relationships, and self-control. By

responding with wisdom instead of reacting on impulse, a person can build a more stable life and avoid

many common problems.

The Book of Proverbs teaches that knowledge should lead to action. Its lessons give readers a clear way

to review their habits, improve relationships, and make wiser financial choices. Wisdom becomes real

when these lasting moral truths are practiced in everyday life.

4. Complete Reference Table

KJV Scripture Quote

Life Application

Trusting God & Wisdom

The Power of Speech

Humility vs. Pride

Diligence & Hard Work

Generosity & Wealth

Choosing Wise Counsel

Proverbs 3:5-6

"Trust in the LORD with all thine heart;
and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy
paths."

Proverbs 15:1
"A soft answer turneth away wrath: but
grievous words stir up anger."

Proverbs 16:18
"Pride goeth before destruction, and an
haughty spirit before a fall."

Proverbs 6:6
"Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider
her ways, and be wise:"

Proverbs 11:24

"There is that scattereth, and yet
increaseth; and there is that withholdeth
more than is meet, but it tendeth to
poverty."

Proverbs 15:22
"Without counsel purposes are

Give your worries and desire for control to
God. Pray, follow biblical guidance, and
trust Him when making major decisions.

Stay calm in difficult conversations. Use
gentle words to lower tension instead of
reacting with harsh or defensive language.

Watch for pride in your attitude. Ask
trusted people for honest feedback,
accept correction, and admit mistakes
before they cause greater harm.

Work with steady self-motivation. Plan
ahead, avoid putting tasks off, and handle
responsibilities without needing constant
supervision.

Be generous instead of holding tightly to
what you own. Sharing your time, money,
and skills can help others and bring
deeper purpose to your life.

Do not make major decisions alone. Seek
advice from mature, experienced, and



The Fear of the Lord

Guard the Heart

Honesty & Integrity

Anger Management

True Friendship

Teaching Children

Handling Rebuke

Avoiding Debt & Co-
Signing

Purity & Fidelity

disappointed: but in the multitude of
counselors they are established."

Proverbs 1:7
"The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and
instruction."

Proverbs 4:23
"Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out
of it are the issues of life."

Proverbs 11:3

"The integrity of the upright shall guide
them: but the perverseness of
transgressors shall destroy them."

Proverbs 16:32

"He that is slow to anger is better than the
mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than
he that taketh a city."

Proverbs 17:17
"A friend loveth at all times, and a brother
is born for adversity."

Proverbs 22:6

"Train up a child in the way he should go:
and when he is old, he will not depart
from it."

Proverbs 9:8
"Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee:
rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee."

Proverbs 22:7
"The rich ruleth over the poor, and the
borrower is servant to the lender."

Proverbs 5:15
"Drink waters out of thine own cistern,

honest mentors so your plans are
thoughtful and sound.

Make respect for God the foundation of
your thinking and moral choices. True
wisdom begins with humility and a
willingness to follow His commands.

Choose carefully what enters your mind
through media, entertainment, and close
relationships. Turn away from harmful
influences and bitter thoughts.

Be truthful in business, relationships, and
private life. Let your values guide you
even when honesty brings short-term
difficulty.

Value self-control more than power over
others. When upset, pause, breathe, and
think before responding.

Build loyal friendships and be present
when friends face grief, money problems,
or other trials. Do not offer friendship only
when it benefits you.

Take responsibility for teaching children
moral, spiritual, and practical lessons.
Model good character, set healthy limits,
and give them wisdom they can carry into
adulthood.

Be open to correction. When trusted
people point out a fault, listen without
becoming defensive, thank them, and use
the advice to grow.

Live within your means. Limit consumer
debt, avoid risky co-signing, and protect
your freedom by borrowing only with
great care.

Protect your marriage or committed
relationship through loyalty. Keep
romantic and physical intimacy within that



The Trait of Mercy

Gossip & Talebearing

The Virtue of Sobriety

Caring for the Needy

and running waters out of thine own
well."

Proverbs 3:3

"Let not mercy and truth forsake thee:
bind them about thy neck; write them
upon the table of thine heart:"

Proverbs 16:28
"A froward man soweth strife: and a
whisperer separateth chief friends."

Proverbs 20:1

"Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging:
and whosoever is deceived thereby is not
wise."

Proverbs 19:17

"He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth
unto the LORD; and that which he hath
given will he pay him again."

relationship and avoid outside
attachments that could damage trust.

Show both compassion and honesty in
conflict. Do not be harsh when people fail,
but do not ignore important truths or
remove responsibility.

Do not spread or listen to harmful gossip
and rumors. Protect people who are not
present and remember that gossip
destroys trust.

Keep your mind clear by using self-control
or avoiding substances that weaken
judgment. Do not trade good decisions for
short-term escape.

Look for practical ways to help poor and
vulnerable people. See giving as service to
God, who notices and honors it.



