Christ : The Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53

Introduction

Isaiah 53 stands as the holy of holies of Old Testament prophecy, a profound and
breathtakingly accurate foretelling of the person, passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Written approximately seven centuries before the incarnation of the Messiah, this prophetic
narrative captures the core of the Christian gospel with such clarity that it has often been called
"The Fifth Gospel.' Through the inspired pen of the prophet Isaiah, the Holy Spirit unveils the
mystery of God's redemptive plan: a suffering Messiah who would achieve ultimate victory not
by military conquest, but by substitutionary atonement. This narrative traces the text verse by
verse, demonstrating how each prophetic statement finds its perfect fulfillment in the New
Testament accounts of Jesus of Nazareth, thereby establishing Him incontestably as the promised
Christ.

Exposition of the Text

Verse 1

“Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?”

Cross-References:

John 12:37-38 — ‘But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on
him: That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath
believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?’;

Romans 10:16 — ‘But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath
believed our report?’

Isaiah begins by noting the profound spiritual blindness and widespread rejection that
would meet the Messiah. The 'report' is the message of the gospel, and the 'arm of the Lord'
represents God's saving power manifested in Christ. Despite Jesus performing countless
undeniable miracles, the nation of Israel as a whole rejected Him, perfectly fulfilling John 12:38,
where this exact verse is cited to explain their unbelief. Paul similarly quotes this in Romans
10:16 to describe the tragic reality that not all have obeyed the gospel message.

Verse 2

“For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he
hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we
should desire him.”



Cross-References:

Luke 2:7 — ‘And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and
laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.’;

Luke 2:52 — ‘And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.’;

Philippians 2:7-8 — ‘But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself,
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.’

This verse reveals the humble human origin and unimposing earthly appearance of Jesus.
A 'tender plant' and a 'root out of a dry ground' signify a fragile, unnoticed beginning in a
spiritually dead environment. Christ did not arrive with earthly royalty or physical splendor. He
was born in a lowly manger (Luke 2:7) and grew up quietly in Nazareth, an unremarkable town.
He possessed no outward political majesty or physical beauty that would automatically attract
worldly men; instead, He emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant (Philippians 2:7).

Verse 3

“He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and
we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.”

Cross-References:

Matthew 26:67 — ‘Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and others smote him with the
palms of their hands,’;

John 1:11 — ‘He came unto his own, and his own received him not.’;

John 7:5 — ‘For neither did his brethren believe in him.’

Isaiah describes the active sorrow and emotional isolation Christ experienced. Jesus was
'despised and rejected' by His own creation; as John 1:11 laments, 'He came unto his own, and
his own received him not.' Even His spiritual brothers initially doubted Him (John 7:5). He was
deeply acquainted with grief, weeping at Lazarus's tomb and sweating drops of blood in
Gethsemane. During His trial, the crowds chose Barabbas over Him, spitting on Him and
mocking Him (Matthew 26:67), completely hiding their faces from their true King.

Verse 4

“Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.”

Cross-References:

Matthew 8:16-17 — ‘When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed
with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick: That it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our
sicknesses.’;



John 19:7 — ‘The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he
made himself the Son of God.’

Here we see the beginning of substitution. The physical and emotional infirmities of
humanity were laid upon Christ. Matthew 8:17 explicitly quotes this verse, applying it to Jesus's
earthly ministry of healing the sick and casting out demons. However, the tragic irony is that
when the onlookers watched Jesus hanging on the cross, they falsely assumed He was being

punished by God for His own sins, crying out that according to their law He ought to die because
He made Himself the Son of God (John 19:7).

Verse 5

“But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities. the
chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed.”

Cross-References:
Romans 4:25 — ‘Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.’;

1 Peter 2:24 — “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to
sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.’;

Matthew 27:26 — ‘Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he
delivered him to be crucified.’

This verse is the theological epicenter of vicarious substitution. Christ was 'wounded'
(literally pierced) and 'bruised' (crushed) not for His own wrongdoing, but specifically for 'our
transgressions.' The Roman soldiers scourged Him, inflicting physical 'stripes' (Matthew 27:26).
Peter quotes this directly in 1 Peter 2:24, declaring that Christ carried our sins in His own body
on the tree so that we might live unto righteousness. The punishment required to secure our
eternal peace with God was completely absorbed by Jesus.

Verse 6

“All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way, and the
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”

Cross-References:

Luke 15:4-7 — ‘What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave
the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? And when he
hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh home, he calleth
together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep
which was lost. I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth,
more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.’;

Romans 3:23 — ‘For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

1 Peter 2:25 — ‘For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and
Bishop of your souls.’



Isaiah contrasts the universal guilt of humanity with the singular sacrifice of Christ.
Human beings are compared to wandering, helpless sheep who have willfully rebelled against
the Shepherd, a truth echoed in Romans 3:23 ('For all have sinned'). In an act of profound grace,
God gathered the collective corporate sin, guilt, and pollution of mankind and transferred it
entirely to Jesus Christ, who willingly became the ultimate bearer of our sin on Calvary.

Verse 7

“He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his
mouth.”

Cross-References:

Matthew 26:63 — ‘But Jesus held his peace. And the high priest answered and said unto him, I
adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God.’;

Matthew 27:12-14 — ‘And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered
nothing. Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee?
And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly.’;

Acts 8:32-33 — ‘The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the
slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: In his humiliation
his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the
earth.

This verse foretells the magnificent, submissive silence of Christ during His trials. Before
Caiaphas, Herod, and Pontius Pilate, Jesus refused to mount a legal defense or call down legions
of angels. Matthew 27:14 notes that Pontius Pilate 'marveled greatly' at His absolute silence. He
submitted to the execution like a gentle lamb led to slaughter. This is the exact passage the
Ethiopian eunuch was reading in Acts 8:32 when Philip opened his mouth and 'began at the same
scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.'

Verse 8

“He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation?
for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he
stricken.”

Cross-References:
Matthew 27:1-2 — ‘When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people took

counsel against Jesus to put him to death: And when they had bound him, they led him away, and
delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor.’;

Acts 8:33 — ‘In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his
generation? for his life is taken from the earth.’;

Romans 5:8 — ‘But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us.’



Isaiah details the unlawful arrest, mock trial, and sudden execution of Jesus. He was
hurried from Gethsemane (prison/custody) to the Sanhedrin and Pilate's judgment seat in a
perversion of justice. To be 'cut off out of the land of the living' explicitly means physical death.
The text repeatedly re-emphasizes the motive behind this cosmic tragedy: it was entirely for the
transgressions of God's covenant people that the Messiah was stricken to death, demonstrating
God's love for us while we were yet sinners (Romans 5:8).

Verse 9

“And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, because he had
done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.”

Cross-References:

Matthew 27:57-60 — ‘When the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, named
Joseph, who also himself was Jesus' disciple: He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then
Pilate commanded the body to be delivered. And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in
a clean linen cloth, And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he
rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed.’;

1 Peter 2:22 — “Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:’

This prophecy provides specific, historical details regarding Christ's burial. By dying
between two thieves, Jesus was assigned a grave with the wicked. However, God providentially
intervened so that Joseph of Arimathea, a wealthy member of the Sanhedrin, requested Jesus's
body and buried Him in his own brand-new tomb (Matthew 27:57-60). This honor was granted
because Christ was completely sinless, having done no violence and spoken no guile, a
perfection affirmed by Peter in 1 Peter 2:22.

Verse 10

“Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his
soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure
of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.”

Cross-References:

John 3:16 — ‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’;

Acts 2:23 — ‘Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:’;

Hebrews 10:10-12 — ‘By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all. And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same
sacrifices, which can never take away sins: But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins
for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;’

This verse reveals the divine sovereignty behind the cross. Christ's death was not an
accident of history or a victory for Satan; it was the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of
God (Acts 2:23). It 'pleased' the Father because it perfectly satisfied His holy justice and rescued
His elect. Furthermore, this verse transitions into the resurrection. Though His soul was made an



offering for sin, the text states He would 'see his seed' (believers) and 'prolong his days.' A dead
man cannot prolong his days, making this a clear promise of Christ's bodily resurrection and
eternal life.

Verse 11

“He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied.: by his knowledge shall my
righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.”

Cross-References:

Romans 5:18-19 — ‘Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification
of life. For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall
many be made righteous.’;

Hebrews 12:2 — ‘Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God.’

Following the intense agony ('travail') of His soul, Christ looks upon the fruit of His
sacrifice and is thoroughly satisfied. The joy set before Him enabled Him to endure the cross
(Hebrews 12:2). Isaiah highlights the doctrine of justification: 'by his knowledge shall my
righteous servant justify many.' Because Christ bore our iniquities, His perfect righteousness is
credited to believers. As Paul explains in Romans 5:19, 'by the obedience of one shall many be
made righteous.'

Verse 12

“Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with
the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with
the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the
transgressors.”

Cross-References:

Mark 15:27-28 — ‘And with him they crucify two thieves; the one on his right hand, and the other
on his left. And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And he was numbered with the
transgressors.’;

Luke 23:34 — “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they
parted his raiment, and cast lots.’;

Philippians 2:9-11 — ‘Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is
above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and
things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.’;

Hebrews 7:25 — ‘“Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.’



The final verse records the ultimate exaltation and cosmic victory of Christ. Because He
willingly poured out His soul unto death and allowed Himself to be numbered with the
transgressors' (crucified between thieves, Mark 15:27), God the Father has highly exalted Him,
giving Him a name above every name (Philippians 2:9-11). Even on the cross, He fulfilled the
final phrase by praying, 'Father, forgive them' (Luke 23:34), and He continues His high priestly
ministry today, making perpetual intercession for His people in heaven (Hebrews 7:25).

Conclusion

Isaiah 53 provides an unshakeable bridge between the Old and New Testaments, weaving
a seamless narrative of redemption that centers entirely on Jesus Christ. Every detail of the
prophecy—ftrom the Messiah's humble origins and social rejection to His silent submission,
substitutionary scourgings, specific burial arrangements, and ultimate resurrection—finds its
exact, literal fulfillment in the historical reality of the New Testament gospels. The addition of
testimonies from Matthew, John, Paul, and Peter confirms that the apostolic church viewed
Isaiah 53 not as an abstract poetic meditation, but as a precise blueprint of the work of Christ.

Ultimately, this chapter forces every reader to confront the deep gravity of sin and the
vast magnitude of divine grace. It reminds us that our justification was bought at the highest
possible cost: the trauma, grief, and physical execution of the immaculate Son of God. As the
Righteous Servant who poured out His soul unto death, bore the sins of many, and now lives
forever to make intercession, Jesus Christ stands alone as the Savior of the world, fulfilling the
ancient prophecy to the absolute letter and ensuring eternal peace for all who trust in Him.



