
THE COVENANT OF RECOGNITION 
A Clear Bible Study on the Phrase: 'That Ye 

Shall Know That I Am The LORD' 

THE BASIC MEANING OF THE RECOGNITION 
PHRASE 

Throughout the Bible, God uses certain repeated phrases to show who He is. One of the most important is 
the phrase, “ye shall know that I am the LORD.” It appears many times in the Old Testament. This phrase 
means that God wants people to clearly understand that He alone is the true God. When God saves His 
people or judges nations, His purpose is not only to change events on earth. His greater purpose is to 
make His name known and to show that idols and false gods have no real power. 

In the Bible, to “know” God means more than knowing facts about Him. It means being brought face to 
face with the truth of who He is. People may try to deny God, ignore Him, or replace Him with idols, but 
God acts in history so that His truth cannot be avoided. This message begins with Israel’s rescue from 
Egypt, continues through Israel’s punishment and exile, reaches the nations around Israel, and points 
forward to God’s final restoration of His people. 

I. THE SIGNS IN EGYPT: GOD FORMS HIS PEOPLE 

The first major use of this phrase happens during the Exodus. Israel was enslaved in Egypt, and Pharaoh 
acted as though he had the highest authority. He even asked, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his 
voice?” (Exodus 5:2). God answered Pharaoh by sending powerful signs and plagues. These signs were 
meant to free Israel, but they were also meant to show Egypt that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is 
greater than Pharaoh and greater than Egypt’s false gods. 

Before the plagues began, God told Moses what He was going to do. He promised to bring Israel out of 
slavery and make them His own people. Their rescue would teach them who He truly was: 

"And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know 
that I am the LORD your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians." (Exodus 6:7) 

This shows that Israel’s rescue was about more than freedom from Egypt. It was also about learning the 
nature and power of God. The plagues showed that Egypt’s gods were powerless. God also wanted 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians to learn the lesson Pharaoh had refused to accept: 

"And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch forth mine hand upon 
Egypt, and bring out the children of Israel from among them." (Exodus 7:5) 

As the plagues continued, God showed that He ruled over every part of creation. During the plague of 
flies, He protected Goshen, where Israel lived, while the rest of Egypt suffered. This proved that the Lord 
was not far away or weak. He was present and active in the land: 



"And I will sever in that day the land of Goshen, in which my people dwell, that no 
swarms of flies shall be there; to the end thou mayest know that I am the LORD in the 
midst of the earth." (Exodus 8:22) 

God also wanted future generations to remember what He had done. Parents were to tell their children and 
grandchildren about the signs in Egypt so that the knowledge of God would not be forgotten: 

"And that thou mayest tell in the ears of thy son, and of thy son's son, what things I have 
wrought in Egypt, and my signs which I have done among them; that ye may know how 
that I am the LORD." (Exodus 10:2) 

The story reaches its high point at the Red Sea. Pharaoh chased Israel with his army, but God used the sea 
itself to defeat Egypt. This final judgment showed that no king, army, or empire can stand against the 
Lord: 

"And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, that he shall follow after them; and I will be 
honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that the Egyptians may know that I am 
the LORD. And they did so." (Exodus 14:4) 

When the waters came back over Pharaoh’s army, Egypt saw that the Lord was greater than all human 
power. This was not random violence. It was a clear display of God’s rule and His glory: 

"And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten me honour upon 
Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen." (Exodus 14:18) 

After Israel left Egypt, God kept teaching them in the wilderness. When the people complained because 
they had no food, God gave them manna from heaven and quail in the evening. Even His provision was 
meant to remind them that He was their God: 

"I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak unto them, saying, At even 
ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that 
I am the LORD your God." (Exodus 16:12) 

II. GOD SHOWS WHO HE IS THROUGH HISTORY 

This same idea continues later in Israel’s worship and history. In Leviticus, the Feast of Tabernacles 
reminded Israel that God had brought them out of Egypt and cared for them in the wilderness. Living in 
temporary booths each year helped them remember God’s rescue: 

"That your generations may know that I am the LORD your God, that I made the children 
of Israel to dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD 
your God." (Leviticus 23:43) 

Many years later, Israel often forgot this lesson and followed the false worship of nearby nations. Still, 
God sometimes showed His power even to wicked kings. When Syria came against Israel, God promised 
King Ahab a surprising victory so that he would know the Lord was truly God: 

"And, behold, there came a prophet unto Ahab king of Israel, saying, Thus saith the 
LORD, Hast thou seen all this great multitude? behold, I will deliver it into thine hand 
this day; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD." (1 Kings 20:13) 



When the Syrians came back the next year, they claimed Israel’s God was only a “god of the hills” and 
not a God of the valleys. The Lord gave Israel another victory to prove that He rules everywhere, not just 
in one place: 

"And there came a man of God, and spake unto the king of Israel, and said, Thus saith 
the LORD, Because the Syrians have said, The LORD is God of the hills, but he is not 
God of the valleys, therefore will I deliver all this great multitude into thine hand, and ye 
shall know that I am the LORD." (1 Kings 20:28) 

In Judah, King Hezekiah understood that God’s rescue would show all nations who the Lord is. When 
Sennacherib’s Assyrian army threatened Jerusalem, Hezekiah prayed for deliverance so that all kingdoms 
would know that God alone is the Lord: 

"Now therefore, O LORD our God, I beseech thee, save thou us out of his hand, that all 
the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the LORD God, even thou only." (2 
Kings 19:19) 

The prophet Joel also spoke of a future time when God would restore His people. God’s presence among 
them would make it clear that He was their God and that Jerusalem belonged to Him: 

"So shall ye know that I am the LORD your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: 
then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any more." 
(Joel 3:17) 

III. GOD'S MESSAGE TO ISRAEL AND THE NATIONS 

In Isaiah, this message becomes even wider. God speaks not only to Israel, but also about foreign kings 
and nations. He even names Cyrus, the future Persian king, long before Cyrus was born. God says He will 
use Cyrus to bring down Babylon and show that the Lord is the God of Israel: 

"And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that 
thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel." 
(Isaiah 45:3) 

Isaiah also teaches that God will defend and restore His people. Their enemies will be humbled, and 
rulers of the earth will have to recognize the true King: 

"And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers: they shall 
bow down to thee with their face toward the earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet; and 
thou shalt know that I am the LORD: for they shall not be ashamed that wait for me." 
(Isaiah 49:23) 

Isaiah says this knowledge will reach “all flesh,” meaning all people. God’s salvation of Israel and 
judgment of her enemies will show the whole world that He is the Savior and Redeemer: 

"And I will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh; and they shall be drunken 
with their own blood, as with sweet wine: and all flesh shall know that I the LORD am 
thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob." (Isaiah 49:26) 

Isaiah returns to this same idea near the end of the book. He says Jerusalem will be restored and honored. 
Nations will bring wealth and respect to the city that had once been rejected: 



"Thou shalt also suck the milk of the Gentiles, and shalt suck the breast of kings: and 
thou shalt know that I the LORD am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of 
Jacob." (Isaiah 60:16) 

Jeremiah adds another important part of this message. He says the real problem was not only outside 
behavior, but the heart. Israel needed more than outward change. God promised to give His people a new 
heart so they could truly know Him: 

"And I will give them an heart to know me, that I am the LORD: and they shall be my 
people, and I will be their God: for they shall return unto me with their whole heart." 
(Jeremiah 24:7) 

IV. EZEKIEL: GOD JUDGES SIN IN ISRAEL 

This phrase appears many times in the Book of Ezekiel. Ezekiel spoke to people who were living in exile. 
They had lost their city, their temple, and their freedom. God used Ezekiel to explain that Jerusalem was 
destroyed because the people had turned away from Him and filled the land with idols. The fall of 
Jerusalem did not mean God was weak. It showed that God is holy and will not ignore sin. 

God first speaks against the high places and altars where the people worshiped false gods. These places 
had become signs of Israel’s rebellion. God says their idols will be broken and their false worship will be 
exposed: 

"And the slain shall fall in the midst of you, and ye shall know that I am the LORD." 
(Ezekiel 6:7) 

The judgment would reach every place where idols were worshiped. The people would learn that false 
gods could not protect them from the Lord: 

"Then shall ye know that I am the LORD, when their slain men shall be among their idols 
round about their altars, upon every high hill, in all the tops of the mountains, and under 
every green tree, and under every thick oak, the place where they did offer sweet savour 
to all their idols." (Ezekiel 6:13) 

God says the land would become empty and ruined. This was a hard judgment, but its purpose was to 
break the people’s habit of trusting idols: 

"So will I stretch out my hand upon them, and make the land desolate, yea, more desolate 
than the wilderness toward Diblah, throughout all their habitations: and they shall know 
that I am the LORD." (Ezekiel 6:14) 

In Ezekiel 7, God says that the end has come for Jerusalem. The people had lived in sin for a long time, 
and judgment could no longer be delayed. Their money, leaders, and defenses would not save them: 

"And mine eye shall not spare thee, neither will I have pity: but I will recompense thy 
ways upon thee, and thine abominations shall be in the midst of thee: and ye shall know 
that I am the LORD." (Ezekiel 7:4) 

The repeated phrase shows that God’s judgment was certain. The disaster coming on Jerusalem was not 
random. It was God correcting His people and showing that He alone is the Lord: 



"And mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity: I will recompense thee according 
to thy ways and thine abominations that are in the midst of thee; and ye shall know that I 
am the LORD that smiteth." (Ezekiel 7:9) 

God also judges the leaders of Jerusalem. These leaders had given bad counsel and trusted the city walls 
to protect them. God says they would be brought out and judged, showing that being near the temple 
would not protect people who disobeyed Him: 

"Ye shall fall by the sword; I will judge you in the border of Israel; and ye shall know 
that I am the LORD." (Ezekiel 11:10) 

The leaders had forgotten God’s covenant. Instead of obeying His law, they copied the ways of the 
surrounding nations. Their exile would show them how far they had drifted from God: 

"And ye shall know that I am the LORD: for ye have not walked in my statutes, neither 
executed my judgments, but have done after the manners of the heathen that are round 
about you." (Ezekiel 11:12) 

God made Ezekiel act out a warning. Ezekiel packed his belongings, dug through a wall, and carried his 
baggage like someone being taken away as a captive. This showed what would happen to the people of 
Jerusalem and to King Zedekiah: 

"And they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall scatter them among the nations, 
and disperse them in the countries." (Ezekiel 12:15) 

Even though many people would be scattered, God would leave a small group alive. These survivors 
would remember what had happened and would help show the nations that God’s judgment was just: 

"But I will leave a few men of them from the sword, from the famine, and from the 
pestilence; that they may declare all their abominations among the heathen whither they 
come; and they shall know that I am the LORD." (Ezekiel 12:16) 

V. FALSE TEACHERS AND FALSE SAFETY 

One reason Israel would not repent was that false prophets kept lying to the people. They said everything 
would be fine when it would not. God compares their message to a weak wall covered with cheap plaster. 
When the storm came, the wall would fall: 

"So will I break down the wall that ye have daubed with untempered morter, and bring it 
down to the ground, so that the foundation thereof shall be discovered, and it shall fall, 
and ye shall be consumed in the midst thereof: and ye shall know that I am the LORD." 
(Ezekiel 13:14) 

When Jerusalem fell, the false prophets would be exposed. Their comforting lies would be silenced: 

"Your kerchiefs also will I tear, and deliver my people out of your hand, and they shall be 
no more in your hand to be hunted; and ye shall know that I am the LORD." (Ezekiel 
13:21) 

God also speaks against women who used false spiritual practices to trap people. God says He would 
rescue His people from their lies and remove these practices from the community: 



"Therefore ye shall see no more vanity, nor divine divinations: for I will deliver my 
people out of your hand: and ye shall know that I am the LORD." (Ezekiel 13:23) 

God also judges elders who came to Ezekiel while still holding idols in their hearts. They looked religious 
on the outside, but inside they were not faithful to God. God says He would expose them: 

"And I will set my face against that man, and will make him a sign and a proverb, and I 
will cut him off from the midst of my people; and ye shall know that I am the LORD." 
(Ezekiel 14:8) 

Ezekiel compares Jerusalem to a useless vine. If a vine produces no good fruit and cannot be used for 
building, it is only fit for the fire. In the same way, Jerusalem’s spiritual condition had become empty and 
ruined: 

"And I will set my face against them; they shall go out from one fire, and another fire 
shall devour them; and ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I set my face against 
them." (Ezekiel 15:7) 

In Ezekiel 20, God reviews Israel’s history. From Egypt to the wilderness, the people kept rebelling 
against Him. They also treated the Sabbath lightly, even though God had given it as a special sign 
between Himself and Israel. Still, God often spared them for the sake of His own name: 

"Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, that they 
might know that I am the LORD that sanctify them." (Ezekiel 20:12) 

Even after many warnings, the people kept following idols. God reminded them that the Sabbath was 
meant to help them remember who He was: 

"And hallow my sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between me and you, that ye may 
know that I am the LORD your God." (Ezekiel 20:20) 

The same rebellion continued after they entered the promised land. God says that when He gathers His 
scattered people again, He will also remove those who refuse to obey Him: 

"And I will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress against me: I 
will bring them forth out of the country where they sojourn, and they shall not enter into 
the land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the LORD." (Ezekiel 20:38) 

The goal of restoration is that God’s name would be honored. When He brings His people back to the 
land He promised, they will know that He is the Lord: 

"And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall bring you into the land of Israel, 
into the country for the which I lifted up mine hand to give it to your fathers." (Ezekiel 
20:42) 

God then gives Ezekiel another painful sign. Ezekiel’s wife dies, but God tells him not to mourn in the 
normal public way. This showed how stunned and silent the people would be when Jerusalem and the 
temple were destroyed: 

"Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign: according to all that he hath done shall ye do: and 
when this cometh, ye shall know that I am the LORD God." (Ezekiel 24:24) 

When a survivor finally came from Jerusalem and reported that the city had fallen, Ezekiel’s silence 
ended. His warnings had come true, and the people could see that God had spoken through him: 



"In that day shall thy mouth be opened to him which is escaped, and thou shalt speak, 
and be no more dumb: and thou shalt be a sign unto them; and they shall know that I am 
the LORD." (Ezekiel 24:27) 

VI. GOD JUDGES THE NATIONS AROUND ISRAEL 

This phrase is not only for Israel. In Ezekiel 25–32, God speaks against the nations around Israel. These 
nations were happy when Jerusalem fell. They thought Israel’s defeat meant their own gods were stronger 
than the Lord. God corrects that false idea by judging these nations and showing that He rules over the 
whole earth. 

Ammon is judged first because it mocked God’s sanctuary when it was ruined. God says Ammon would 
be handed over to people from the east, and its capital would become a place for animals: 

"And I will make Rabbah a stable for camels, and the Ammonites a couchingplace for 
flocks: and ye shall know that I am the LORD." (Ezekiel 25:5) 

Moab made the same kind of mistake. It treated Judah as though Judah were no different from any other 
nation. God judged Moab to show that His covenant people were not ordinary in His sight: 

"And I will execute judgments upon Moab; and they shall know that I am the LORD." 
(Ezekiel 25:11) 

Edom had a long hatred against Israel and took revenge when Jerusalem was suffering. God says Edom 
would face His judgment and would learn that His vengeance is real: 

"And I will lay my vengeance upon Edom by the hand of my people Israel: and they shall 
do in Edom according to mine anger and according to my fury; and they shall know my 
vengeance, saith the Lord GOD." (Ezekiel 25:14) 

The Philistines also acted out of old hatred toward Israel. God says He would punish them strongly and 
show them that the Lord sees and judges their cruelty: 

"And I will execute great vengeance upon them with furious rebukes; and they shall know 
that I am the LORD, when I shall lay my vengeance upon them." (Ezekiel 25:17) 

Then Ezekiel speaks against Tyre, a powerful trading city by the sea. Tyre was glad when Jerusalem fell 
because it expected to gain more wealth and trade. God says Tyre would be brought down and humbled: 

"And her daughters which are in the field shall be slain by the sword; and they shall 
know that I am the LORD." (Ezekiel 26:6) 

Zidon, a nearby city, is also judged. God says sickness and war would come into its streets. Through this 
judgment, Zidon would see that the Lord is holy: 

"And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Zidon; and I will be 
glorified in the midst of thee: and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall have 
executed judgments in her, and shall be sanctified in her." (Ezekiel 28:22) 

Egypt is judged in several chapters. Pharaoh had proudly claimed that the Nile River belonged to him and 
that he had made it for himself. This was extreme pride. God answers by saying Egypt would be brought 
low and would learn that He alone is the Lord: 



"And all the inhabitants of Egypt shall know that I am the LORD, because they have been 
a staff of reed to the house of Israel." (Ezekiel 29:6) 

Egypt’s judgment would last for many years. God would reduce Egypt’s power so Israel would no longer 
trust Egypt as a false source of safety: 

"And the land of Egypt shall be desolate and waste; and they shall know that I am the 
LORD: because he hath said, The river is mine, and I have made it." (Ezekiel 29:9) 

God would use Babylon to carry out judgment against Egypt. Pharaoh’s power would be broken, while 
Babylon would be allowed to defeat Egypt. This showed that God controls the rise and fall of nations: 

"But I will hold up the arms of the king of Babylon, and the arms of Pharaoh shall fall 
down; and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall put my sword into the hand 
of the king of Babylon, and he shall stretch it out upon the land of Egypt." (Ezekiel 
30:25) 

God repeats the message to make it clear that Egypt’s fall was certain. The Egyptians would be scattered 
among other nations, and their fall would warn others not to trust in pride or power: 

"And I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and disperse them among the 
countries; and they shall know that I am the LORD." (Ezekiel 30:26) 

In Ezekiel 32, God gives a final sorrowful message about Egypt. Egypt had been full of pride and 
strength, but God says its greatness would be brought down and its land would become empty: 

"When I shall make the land of Egypt desolate, and the country shall be destitute of that 
whereof it was full, when I shall smite all them that dwell therein, then shall they know 
that I am the LORD." (Ezekiel 32:15) 

Edom is mentioned again in Ezekiel 35. Edom had rejoiced when Israel’s land was ruined. Because of 
that hatred, God says Edom would also become ruined and would know that He is the Lord: 

"As thou didst rejoice at the inheritance of the house of Israel, because it was desolate, so 
will I do unto thee: thou shalt be desolate, O mount Seir, and all Idumea, even all of it: 
and they shall know that I am the LORD." (Ezekiel 35:15) 

VII. GOD RESTORES HIS PEOPLE AND GIVES NEW 
LIFE 

If this phrase only appeared in passages about judgment, it would give only part of the picture. Ezekiel 
also shows that God is known through mercy, restoration, and new life. After judgment has humbled the 
people and broken their trust in idols, God begins to speak about healing and renewal. 

This change begins in Ezekiel 33. News finally reaches the exiles that Jerusalem has fallen. God explains 
that the land had to be made empty because of the people’s sins. Only after their false confidence was 
removed could they begin to truly know Him: 

"Then shall they know that I am the LORD, when I have made the land a desolation and 
an astonishment because of all their abominations which they have committed." (Ezekiel 
33:29) 



God then speaks against Israel’s selfish leaders, calling them bad shepherds. They cared for themselves 
instead of caring for the people. God promises that He Himself will act like the true Shepherd. He will 
search for His sheep, gather them, protect them, and make a covenant of peace with them: 

"Thus shall they know that they the house of Israel are my people, and that I, the LORD 
their God, am with them, saith the Lord GOD." (Ezekiel 34:30) 

In Ezekiel 36, God promises to restore the land of Israel. Places that had been ruined would be rebuilt. 
Land that had been empty would become fruitful again. The nations around Israel would see this 
restoration and know that the Lord had done it: 

"Then the heathen that are left round about you shall know that I the LORD build the 
ruined places, and plant that that was desolate: I the LORD have spoken it, and I will do 
it." (Ezekiel 36:36) 

The center of this restoration message is the vision of the Valley of Dry Bones in Ezekiel 37. Israel is 
pictured as dead, dry bones with no hope. God tells Ezekiel to speak to the bones. As he speaks, the bones 
come together, and God gives them life. This shows that God can restore what looks completely dead: 

"And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with 
skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the LORD." 
(Ezekiel 37:6) 

God explains that the dry bones represent Israel. He will bring His people out of their “graves,” bring 
them back to their land, and put His Spirit within them. They will know the Lord not only because of 
outward events, but because He gives them new life inside: 

"And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves, O my people, 
and brought you up out of your graves," (Ezekiel 37:13) 

The section ends with the great future war in Ezekiel 38–39. Gog of Magog represents a large enemy 
force that comes against restored Israel. God allows this attack so that He can show His holiness and 
power before many nations: 

"Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many 
nations, and they shall know that I am the LORD." (Ezekiel 38:23) 

God destroys this invading army on the mountains of Israel. The victory does not come from human 
strength, but from God’s direct action. In the end, Israel and the nations will see that God was in control 
of both the exile and the return: 

"Then shall they know that I am the LORD their God, which caused them to be led into 
captivity among the heathen: but I have gathered them unto their own land, and have left 
none of them any more there." (Ezekiel 39:28) 

FULL LIST OF BIBLE VERSES USING THE 
RECOGNITION PHRASE 

To facilitate systematic study, exposition, and reference, the following exhaustive compendium lists all 
occurrences of the Recognition Formula within the King James Version text. The table categorizes each 



entry by its scriptural reference, the primary target audience of the declaration, and the specific historical 
or prophetic context that precipitates the realization. 

Scripture Reference 
(KJV) 

Target Audience Historical / Prophetic Context 

Exodus 6:7 Israel The promise of deliverance before the execution 
of the plagues. 

Exodus 7:5 Egypt The extension of the signs to break the pride of 
Pharaoh's empire. 

Exodus 8:22 Pharaoh / Egypt The separation of Goshen to demonstrate 
localized divine control. 

Exodus 10:2 Israel (Generational) The mandate to pass down the memory of the 
signs to future children. 

Exodus 14:4 Egypt / Pharaoh The drawing of Egypt's chariot army into the Red 
Sea trap. 

Exodus 14:18 Egypt / Pharaoh The destruction of the Egyptian military in the 
returning waters. 

Exodus 16:12 Israel The supernatural provision of manna and quail in 
the wilderness. 

Leviticus 23:43 Israel (Generational) The ordinance of the Feast of Tabernacles to 
remember the booths. 

1 Kings 20:13 Ahab / Israel The prophetic promise of an impossible victory 
over the Syrian army. 

1 Kings 20:28 Ahab / Israel The defense of God's reputation against the 'god 
of the hills' slur. 

2 Kings 19:19 All Earthly 
Kingdoms 

Hezekiah's prayer for deliverance from 
Sennacherib's Assyrian army. 

Joel 3:17 Israel The promise of the internal dwelling of God in 
Zion after judgment. 

Isaiah 45:3 Cyrus the Great The prophetic naming of the Persian king to 
orchestrate Babylon's fall. 

Isaiah 49:23 Israel / Nations The restoration of Israel leading to the bowing of 
international kings. 



Isaiah 49:26 All Flesh The destruction of Israel's oppressors serving as a 
global sign. 

Isaiah 60:16 Israel The ultimate inflow of international wealth into a 
restored Jerusalem. 

Jeremiah 24:7 Judah (Exiles) The promise of a new, soft heart capable of true 
recognition. 

Ezekiel 6:7 Israel The destruction of high places and sun images; 
carcasses before idols. 

Ezekiel 6:13 Israel The slaughter of idolaters directly around their 
pagan altars. 

Ezekiel 6:14 Israel The total desolation of the land from the 
wilderness unto Diblah. 

Ezekiel 7:4 Israel The unsparing recompense of national ways and 
abominations. 

Ezekiel 7:9 Israel The manifestation of God as the one who strikes 
down false security. 

Ezekiel 11:10 Princes of Israel The execution of corrupt leaders at the border of 
the land. 

Ezekiel 11:12 Israel The correction of the people for mimicking 
pagan social statutes. 

Ezekiel 12:15 Israel The systematic scattering of the inhabitants 
among foreign nations. 

Ezekiel 12:16 Heathen Nations The preservation of a small, testifying remnant 
among the nations. 

Ezekiel 13:14 False Prophets The collapse of the flimsy wall built with 
untempered mortar. 

Ezekiel 13:21 False Prophets The tearing away of the hunting kerchiefs and 
occult delusions. 

Ezekiel 13:23 Occult Women The termination of false divinations and demonic 
vanities. 

Ezekiel 14:8 Idolatrous Elders The direct cut-off of leaders who seek God with 
internal idols. 



Ezekiel 15:7 Jerusalem The burning of the useless vine tree in the 
furnace of siege. 

Ezekiel 20:12 Israel The designation of the Sabbath as a perpetual 
sign of sanctification. 

Ezekiel 20:20 Israel The hallowing of the Sabbath to counter 
generational rebellion. 

Ezekiel 20:38 Israel (Rebels) The purging of non-believers during the 
gathering out of nations. 

Ezekiel 20:42 Israel The sovereign return of the remnant to the land 
promised to fathers. 

Ezekiel 24:24 Israel Ezekiel serving as a silent sign of numbing grief 
over the temple. 

Ezekiel 24:27 Israel The opening of Ezekiel's mouth upon the arrival 
of the fugitive. 

Ezekiel 25:5 Ammon The transformation of Rabbah into a stable for 
camels due to mockery. 

Ezekiel 25:11 Moab Judgments to correct Moab's claim that Israel is 
like the heathen. 

Ezekiel 25:14 Edom Vengeance executed upon Mount Seir by the 
hand of restored Israel. 

Ezekiel 25:17 Philistia Furious rebukes to avenge ancient, perpetual 
hatred. 

Ezekiel 26:6 Tyre The destruction of the island empire's mainland 
daughters by sword. 

Ezekiel 28:22 Zidon Pestilence and sword deployed to manifest divine 
holiness in her streets. 

Ezekiel 29:6 Egypt Judgment for acting as an unreliable staff of reed 
to Israel. 

Ezekiel 29:9 Egypt / Pharaoh The drying of the Nile to punish Pharaoh's claim 
of self-creation. 

E0zekiel 30:25 Egypt / Babylon The strengthening of Babylon's arms to break the 
power of Pharaoh. 



Ezekiel 30:26 Egypt The absolute dispersal of the Egyptian populace 
among foreign lands. 

Ezekiel 32:15 Egypt The ultimate blackout of the empire's lights and 
cosmic height. 

Ezekiel 35:15 Edom / Idumea The eternal desolation of Mount Seir for 
celebrating exile. 

Ezekiel 33:29 Israel The complete flattening of the land to initiate true 
repentance. 

Ezekiel 34:30 Israel The revelation of God as the True Shepherd who 
replaces false leaders. 

Ezekiel 36:36 Surrounding Heathen The rebuilding of desolate ruins to serve as an 
international witness. 

Ezekiel 37:6 Dry Bones / Israel The attachment of sinews, flesh, and skin to dead 
skeletons. 

Ezekiel 37:13 Israel The opening of historical graves and national 
resurrection. 

Ezekiel 38:23 Many Nations The dramatic destruction of Gog's massive 
invasion force via fire. 

Ezekiel 39:28 Israel The final calculation showing God orchestrated 
both exile and return. 

IMPORTANT THEMES AND EXPLANATIONS 

Exodus: God Breaks Egypt’s False Gods 

When God states 'the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD,' He is addressing an imperial ecosystem 
built entirely on the presupposition of cosmic order (Ma'at) sustained by a divine monarch. Egypt was not 
simply an agnostic nation; it was a highly integrated theological machine. Each plague systematically 
targeted a specific gear within this machine. The turning of the Nile into blood was a direct execution of 
judgment against Hapi, the spirit of the river, and Osiris, whose bloodstream was mythologized as the 
life-giving waters. The frogs targeted Heqet, the goddess of fertility depicted with a frog's head. By 
multiplying the frogs to the point of putrefaction, God turned their object of veneration into an object of 
intense disgust. The darkness that blanketed the land for three days was a frontal assault on Ra, the sun 
god, demonstrating that Israel's God could pluck the supreme deity of Egypt out of the sky at will. The 
final strike—the death of the firstborn—undermined the lineage of Pharaoh himself, breaking the chain of 
divine succession. Through this methodology, the Recognition Formula is revealed to be a process of 
systematic deconstruction. Before the truth can be known, the lie must be thoroughly dismantled. The 



Egyptians did not learn who the LORD was through a philosophical lecture; they learned it through the 
catastrophic collapse of everything they trusted to anchor their reality. The Red Sea crossing was the final 
exclamation point, proving that human engineering, military innovation, and imperial speed are utterly 
meaningless when deployed against the Creator of the winds and waves. 

Ezekiel: God Uses Exile to Wake Up His People 

In Ezekiel, the formula transitions from an external weapon against pagan empires into an internal, 
refining fire for the covenant community. The tragedy of Israel was not that they completely abandoned 
the worship of the Lord, but that they practiced syncretism—they brought the idols of the nations into the 
very courts of the temple. They believed that because they possessed the Ark of the Covenant and the 
Davidic temple, God was structurally obligated to defend them. This generated a toxic sense of false 
security. God's response through Ezekiel is a radical declaration of independence: He will destroy His 
own temple, lay His own city waste, and allow His own people to be taken captive by an uncircumcised 
empire, all for the sake of preserving His holiness. The recurrent phrase 'ye shall know that I am the 
LORD' in chapters 6, 7, and 11 acts like a surgeon's scalpel. It strips away the superficial layers of 
religious tradition to expose the rot underneath. When the temple falls, Israel is forced to confront a 
terrifying truth: God cannot be bribed, managed, or manipulated by religious rituals. The exile was a 
spatial manifestation of their spiritual distance from God. By scattering them among the nations, God 
forced them to experience the logical conclusion of their choices. Yet, this severity is deeply rooted in 
mercy. The dismantling of their physical structures was the only way to break their addiction to physical 
idols, preparing them for an inward transformation where they would know Him not as a tribal protective 
deity, but as the transcendent Lord of all history. 

The Final Message: New Life and God’s Victory 

The ultimate resolution of the Recognition Formula occurs in the eschatological framework of Ezekiel 
37–39. The vision of the dry bones establishes that the ultimate proof of God's identity is not His capacity 
to kill, but His capacity to resurrect. The bones are described as 'very dry,' representing an absolute, 
irreversible state of death. Human effort, political diplomacy, and historical evolution cannot bring life to 
a graveyard. The resurrection requires a direct infusion of divine breath (Ruach). When the breath enters 
the bodies, and they stand up as an exceeding great army, the formula reaches its grandest internal 
fulfillment: 'ye shall know that I am the LORD when I have opened your graves.' This theme then spills 
over into the global arena during the war against Gog of Magog. Gog represents the archetypal 
consolidation of human rebellion against the Kingdom of God. It is an army that looks upon the restored, 
peaceful people of God and sees an easy target. But this invasion is a divine trap. God draws Gog out to 
the mountains of Israel precisely to execute a cosmic demonstration of His unshared sovereignty. The 
destruction of Gog is not achieved through human warfare, but through cosmic upheavals that mirror the 
Exodus. The fire that falls upon Magog and the islands of the sea sends a wave of realization across the 
globe. History concludes where it began: with the absolute silencing of human pride, leaving the entire 
creation in an state of undeniable recognition that the Lord alone is King over all the earth. 



EZEKIEL CHAPTER-BY-CHAPTER SUMMARY 

Chapter 6: The High Places Are Destroyed 

Ezekiel 6 begins one of the strongest uses of this phrase in the book. God speaks against the mountains of 
Israel because the people had used those places for idol worship. He says the idols will be smashed, the 
altars will be ruined, and the land will become empty. The phrase appears three times in this chapter to 
show that this judgment was meant to teach Israel that the Lord alone is God. 

This chapter also shows that God judges more than outward success. A nation may have cities, money, 
and leaders, but if it turns away from God, it is spiritually weak. The destruction of the high places 
showed that Israel’s problem was not just political. Their real problem was worshiping false gods instead 
of the living God. 

Chapter 7: Judgment Comes to Jerusalem 

Ezekiel 7 announces that Jerusalem’s time of judgment had come. God says the end is near, and nothing 
the people trusted in could save them. Their money, weapons, leaders, and plans would all fail. The 
repeated phrase shows that the fall of Jerusalem was not an accident. It was God answering the sins of the 
nation. 

This chapter teaches that sin has consequences. The people had ignored God’s warnings for too long. 
When judgment finally came, they would understand that the Lord had seen their actions and had not 
forgotten His covenant. 

Chapter 11: Corrupt Leaders Are Judged 

In Ezekiel 11, God speaks against the leaders of Jerusalem. These leaders were giving bad advice and 
making the people feel safe when they were not safe. They thought the city would protect them, but God 
says they would be judged. This shows that leaders who guide people away from God will answer to 
Him. 

The chapter also reminds the reader that religious places cannot protect disobedient hearts. Being near the 
temple did not make the leaders faithful. God wanted obedience, not false confidence. 

Chapter 12: Ezekiel Acts Out the Exile 

In Ezekiel 12, God tells Ezekiel to act out the exile. Ezekiel packs his belongings, digs through a wall, 
and leaves like a captive being taken away. This visible sign was meant to wake up the people. They had 
refused to listen, so God gave them a picture they could not easily ignore. 

This chapter shows that both judgment and survival were under God’s control. Many would be scattered 
among the nations, but a small group would remain alive to tell what had happened. Even in judgment, 
God kept witnesses to His truth. 



Chapter 13: False Prophets Are Exposed 

Ezekiel 13 speaks against false prophets. They told the people that peace was coming when judgment was 
actually near. God compares their message to a weak wall covered with poor plaster. It may have looked 
strong for a while, but it could not stand in a storm. 

The lesson is simple: comforting lies cannot save anyone. God would expose false teaching and rescue 
His people from those who used religion to mislead them. 

Chapter 14: Idols in the Heart 

In Ezekiel 14, some elders come to the prophet while still holding idols in their hearts. They looked 
religious on the outside, but they were divided inside. God says He will answer them according to their 
idols. This means He saw what was hidden in their hearts. 

This chapter makes clear that God is not fooled by appearance. A person can sit among God’s people and 
still be far from Him inside. True knowledge of the Lord must reach the heart, not just the mouth. 

Chapter 20: Israel Keeps Rebelling 

Ezekiel 20 reviews Israel’s history from Egypt through the wilderness. Again and again, the people 
rebelled against God. They ignored His commands and treated the Sabbath lightly, even though it was 
meant to be a sign between God and Israel. 

The chapter shows both God’s patience and His holiness. He often spared Israel for the sake of His own 
name, but He also promised to remove rebels when He gathered His people again. Restoration would not 
mean ignoring sin. It would mean bringing His people back in a holy way. 

Chapter 25: God Judges Israel’s Neighbors 

Ezekiel 25 begins the judgments against the nations around Israel. Ammon, Moab, Edom, and Philistia 
had rejoiced when Jerusalem suffered. God says they would also be judged. This shows that the Lord 
holds nations responsible for how they treat His people and His purposes. 

These nations thought Israel’s fall proved that the Lord was weak. God’s answer was to show that He was 
also Judge over them. He is not only the God of Israel. He is the Lord over every nation. 

Chapters 29-32: Egypt Is Brought Low 

Ezekiel 29–32 focuses on Egypt. Pharaoh was proud and trusted in the Nile River as the source of Egypt’s 
power. God says Egypt would be humbled, weakened, and scattered. Babylon would be used as part of 
that judgment. The repeated phrase shows that Egypt’s fall would teach both Egypt and Israel that the 
Lord rules over powerful empires. 

These chapters warn against pride. Egypt had seemed strong, but its strength could not stand against God. 
The Lord can bring down nations that trust in wealth, rivers, armies, or rulers instead of recognizing Him. 



CONCLUSION: WHAT THIS MEANS FOR US 

The repeated phrase “ye shall know that I am the LORD” teaches one clear truth: God will make Himself 
known. He makes Himself known through rescue, through judgment, through correction, and through 
restoration. Israel learned this in Egypt, in the wilderness, in exile, and in the promise of return. The 
nations also learned it when God judged their pride and showed that He rules over the whole earth. The 
best way to know the Lord is to turn to Him willingly, repent, and receive His mercy. But if people or 
nations refuse Him, they will still come face to face with His truth through judgment. In the end, every 
idol will fail, every proud empire will fall, and all creation will know that He alone is the LORD. 


