COLORADO HIGH SCHOOL
SOCCER OFFICIALS



HSSO Pre-Season
Webinar

President’'s Welcome — Ken Hehir
Membership update — Jason Hampton
Assigning update - Ken Hehir
Evaluation program — Joe Solarte
Rule changes and points of emphasis — James Mayes
Clips — James Mayes
Rules Test - Top 2-3 missed questions — Jason Hampton

Q&A / Closing remarks — Ken Hehir




COLRALD







Assigning Update

Fall Season 2025







HSS0 Member Requested
Field Evaluation

Ex1. 19494

1) A Member in good standing may request one field evaluation as the center referee per ranking year. From July 1st to June 30th.
2) The Evaluator will be compensated $100 for the evaluation. The member will pay $50.00 and HSSO will pay $50 of the evaluator’s fee.
3) Eligible games will include varsity high school games or U15 or above youth games of a minimum of 2 x 35-minute half duration.

4) The evaluator will provide verbal and written feedback to the center referee and the ARs if they are HSSO members. The center will be the primary
focus of the evaluation. The debrief will only be conducted at the field on a CSA game if it is the referee’s last game of the day. If it is not the last game of
the day, the debrief will be conducted via phone or zoom.

5) The evaluation will be based on the current USSF evaluation structure.
6) The evaluators will be selected from members in good standing of HSSO. They will be assigned by the current HSSO VP of Evaluation & Discipline.
7) The evaluation will be used to adjust the referee’s ranking up or down depending on his or her performance on the evaluated game.

8) The referee will be required to submit the $50 payment at the time the evaluation is requested. The referee requesting the evaluation will be
responsible for sending HSSO a list of several game dates and times. They will also be responsible for communicating any changes to the scheduled
game. This must be done a minimum of 24 hours prior to the game unless the cancellation is due to inclement weather. If a scheduled evaluation game is
cancelled or rescheduled and the referee does not inform HSSO prior to the cancellation, there will be no refund or transfer of the evaluation fee.
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RULES CHANGES

SUBSTITUTIONS
RULE 3-3-2c¢

TIME VISITOR

PLAY.
COMPETE.
TOGETHER.

In addition to being able to substitute players after a goal is scored or when a player
is injured, teams may substitute players when a game is temporarily suspended.



RULES CHANGES

SUBSTITUTIONS A=
//4 TOGETHER.
RULE 3-3-2b2

Amended language clearly states that once
the appropriate health care official is
beckoned by the referee, an injured player

(including a goalkeeper) must leave the
game.
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REQUIRED UNIFORM
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Amended language clarifies a player’s
number may be placed on the front of the
jersey and/or shorts in addition to the back
of the jersey.




RULES CHANGES

INTERVALS BETWEEN PERIODS
RULE 7-2-4
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This time is for officials to talk
amongst themselves and for
coaches to work with their
players.

No coach, player, substitute
or other team personnel
other than the team captain
shall approach or speak to
the officials during an
interval between periods,
unless beckoned by an
official.




RULES CHANGES

MISCONDUCT
RULE 12-4-4b

//4 TOGETHER.

The head coach is responsible for
conduct of their team, inclusive
of all bench personnel in the
team area. The head coach may
be warned, cautioned or ejected
for misconduct committed by
bench personnel.




DEFINITIONS
RULE 18
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Rule 18, which previously contained
the rulebook’s definitions, has been
eliminated. The terms and definitions
have been relocated to their
respective rules sections within the
rulebook. They also remain accessible
via the index for quick reference. This
change aims to reduce redundancy.




PLAY.
COMPETE.
TOGETHER,

//4

2025-26
EDITORIAL
CHANGES




EDITORIAL CHANGES

3-3-7 Substitutions

PlayPic®

If a player is being replaced during a penalty kick situation, the
substitute may not take the penalty kick.



REQUIRED UNIFORM gm
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A school’s nickname and/or mascot are
permitted on a uniform, in addition to the
school’s name, logo and/or player’s name.




5-1-2 Officials

SECTION 1 GENERAL

ART. 2 . .. The jurisdiction of the officials shall begin on arrival at the field of play and its immediate
surroundings (to begin official responsibilities), which shall be no later than 15 minutes prior to the start of
the game and end with the officials leaving the field of play and its immediate surroundings.

a. The officials shall enforce the rules, and their decisions on points of fact are final.

b. The officials can only correct a decision so long as the game has not been restarted.

c. The officials retain clerical authority over the contest through the completion of any reports, including
those imposing ejections, that are responsive to actions occurring while the referees had jurisdiction.

d. State associations may intercede in the event of unusual incidents that occur before, during or after the
officials' jurisdiction has ended or in the event that a contest is terminated prior to the conclusion of
regulation play.

e. Protests of NFHS rules are not recognized.

f. The officials shall not use any form of alcohol, tobacco, or controlled or illicit substance(s) for non-
medicinal purposes beginning with arrival at the competition site until departure following the completion of
the contest.
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HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS
ARE EDUCATION-BASED

* High school athletics play a vital role in the
overall growth of student-athletes, providing
opportunities to develop physically, mentally, and
emotionally.

* Soccer serves as a platform for building
essential life skills such as teamwork, discipline,
leadership, and resilience.

* Coaching priorities focus on fundamental skills,
strategic gameplay, and decision-making while
instilling respect for opponents, officials, and
teammates.

* As the game evolves, a strong understanding
and application of the rules are essential to
maintaining fair and safe competition, making
rule education a key responsibility for players,
coaches, and officials.
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POINTS OF EMPHASIS

HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS
ARE EDUCATION-BASED

* A well-rounded high school soccer program should emphasize both
athletic and academic development, reinforcing the importance of
discipline, time management, and perseverance.

PLAY.
COMPETE.
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* Education-based athletics prepare students not only for success in
sports but also for their future endeavors by teaching valuable life
lessons through competition.

* Schools, coaches, and administrators must work together to ensure
that high school soccer fosters growth, responsibility, and leadership,

creating a positive experience that supports student success both on
and off the field.



COURAGE, CHARACTER A=
//4 TOGETHER.
AND CONSISTENCY

It is important for contest officials to
conduct themselves in a professional
manner that upholds the dignity of the
position. This includes arriving on time,
conducting the proper pregame, knowing
and applying the NFHS rules properly,
speaking to players and coaches in a
professional manner, and completing any
necessary postgame reports.




TEAM AREAS AND A=
//4 TOGETHER.
BENCH DECORUM

Effective communication and
game management are
essential. Recognizing and
addressing dissent early is
crucial — public, provocative
and/or persistent complaints
must be dealt with decisively.

The official's role is to keep the
game safe and fair.

Coaches set the tone for their
teams. Adult leaders must be
champions of character.




UNIFORM/EQUIPMENT
REQUIREMENTS

PLAY.
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Student-athlete safety is a priority, and that starts with players wearing proper uniforms and equipment.
Specifically, players are required to wear shinguards suitable for their age and size. This is a non-
negotiable item in the NFHS, not a player’s or coach’s decision.




POINTS OF EMPHASIS

UNIFORM/EQUIPMENT
REQUIREMENTS
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Shinguards must have a NOCSAE seal and
information about height requirement. The coach
is responsible for ensuring their players adhere to
this and referees must enforce the rule. Referees
should inspect and, if needed, correct the issue in
a professional manner. Officials should also be on
the lookout for players with micro guards. No one
is to play at the NFHS level with illegal or
improper shinguards.
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COLORADO HIGH SCHOOL SOCCER OFFICIALS

HSSO Referee Blog

AllPosts NFHS Rule Q&As  Season Kickoff

August 13,2025

Welcome to the fall
2025 season!

Continue Reading

Have an NFHS Soccer Rules question? Send it to the HSSO Rules Interpreter!

Name

Email*

Message
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CHSAA / HSSO 2025 Soccer Test

Top 3 Incorrectly Answered Questions



Rule 15 - Throw-In

# Question Answered

After the ball is in play, the thrower handles the ball again before it has touched another player. The correct

31 decision is:

479
After the ball is in play, the thrower handles the ball again before it has touched another player. The correct decision is:

1. 38 (286, 59.71%) An indirect free kick for the opponent.
2. ¢ (182, 38.00%) A direct free kick for the opponent.
3. 88 (11, 2.30%) Throw-in for the opponent.

B “Choice #1
[l Choice #2
Choice #3

Explanation: Rule 12, Section 2 (Additional Free Kick Fouls), Article 2 (Handling)

Correct

182 (38.00%)

“ Incorrect

(62.00%)



Rule 13 - Free Kick

Team Ais awarded a direct free kick in the attacking zone. B1 stands three yards from the ball and does not

12 retreat. B1 should be cautioned because:

476 189 (39.71%)

Team A is awarded a direct free kick in the attacking zone. B1 stands three yards from the ball and does not retreat. B1 should be cautioned
because:

1. % (189, 39.71%) BA1 failed to respect 10 yards.
2. 3 (63, 13.24%) B1 delayed the game.
3.3 (224, 47.06%) Both a and b.

B *Choice #1
Il Choice #2
Choice #3

Explanation: Rule 13, Section 3 (How Taken), Article 1 (Penalty - Caution)

(60.29%)



Rule 12 - Fouls and Misconduct

24 B1 is fouled by A2, but the referee plays advantage. Play continues until B6 takes a shot at goal and scores. A3, a 479 931 (48.23%
teammate of A2, calls the referee a clown for making such a stupid call. The referee should: (48.23%)
B1 is fouled by A2, but the referee plays advantage. Play continues until Bé takes a shot at goal and scores. A3, a teammate of A2, calls the referee

a clown for making such a stupid call. The referee should:

1. $& (4, 0.84%) Caution A3 and restart with a direct free kick for team A from the spot where B1 was fouled.

2. $& (242, 50.52%) Caution A3 and restart with a kickoff.
3. & (2, 0.42%) Disqualify A3 and award a direct free kick for team A from the spot where B1 was fouled.

4. ¢ (231, 48.23%) Disqualify A3 and restart with a kickoff.

P *Choice #1
B Choice #2
Choice #3
Choice #4

Explanation: Rule 12, Section 6 (Ejection), Article 1.e (Insulting Language)

(51.77%)



Questions?

Ken Hehir
720-530-9945
kenhehir@msn.com

Joe Solarte
303-885-0255
solartejoe@amail.com

Jason Hampton
303-775-5294
jasonbhampton@gmail.com

James Mayes
650-743-3395
jamesamayes@agmail.com
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