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ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN 

UDC 72.01:72.036(574) 

Aldungarova S.M., Ph.D. student of KazGASA 

 

FORMATION OF THE PROBLEMS OF THEORY AND HISTORY OF 

MODERN ALMATY ARCHITECTURE 

 

The specifics of historiographical research of the phenomenon of architecture of 

Almaty in the works of researchers of the second half of the 20th - early 20th centuries are 

considered. 

 

The theory and history of modern Almaty architecture is one of the most interesting 

problems of Kazakhstan architecture. Having passed a number of peculiar stages, it has 

formed into an original phenomenon, attracting the attention of a large number of 

researchers, a significant place among whom are the founders, staff and graduates of the 

Department of Architecture of the Kazakh Polytechnic Institute - the Alma-Ata Institute 

of Architecture and Civil Engineering – the Kazakh Leading Academy of Architecture 

and Civil Engineering. 

One of the first works was the book published in 1948: Bernshtam A. N. Past of 

Alma-Ata region. - Alma-Ata: Publishing House of the Academy of Sciences of the 

KazSSR. At the same time, academic papers appeared in the Proceedings of the Academy 

of Sciences of the Kazakh SSR: Basenov T. K. “Architecture of Soviet Kazakhstan for 30 

years” and Mendikulov M. M. “Architectural practice of Alma-Ata and the problem of 

national architecture”. In the 1950s, the first theses on architecture were defended: 

Mendikulov M. M. “Architecture of Almaty” and Basenov T. K. “Architectural ornament 

of Kazakhstan”. Books were published both on these theses and on other topics: Baragin 

D. D., Belotserkovsky I. I. Alma-Ata. - M.: State Publishing House of Architecture and 

Urban Development; Margulan A. Kh., Basenov T. K., Mendikulov M. M. Architecture 

of Kazakhstan. - Alma-Ata: Kazgosizdat Publ. Academic papers appear: Lavrov V. “On 

unsolved issues of city centres of the Republics of Central Asia and Kazakhstan” // 

Architecture of the USSR; Mendikulov M. M. “Experience of work on the national form 

in the architecture of Alma-Ata” // Soviet Architecture. Vol. 2 / Edited by V. G. Gelfreich, 

M. I. Rzyanin (editor-in-chief) and others - M.: State Publishing House, Literature on 

Construction and Architecture; Orazymbetov N. New hotel in Alma-Ata. // Construction 

and Architecture of Kazakhstan; Practice of design and construction in the cities of 

Central Asia and Kazakhstan. // Architecture of the USSR; Rzyanin M. I. Problems of 

mastering the classical heritage in the architectural practice of the national republics of the 

USSR. // Architecture of the USSR. In the 1960s, Basenov T.K.’s book was published 

“Portraits of Cities of Kazakhstan” - Alma-Ata. The most interesting academic papers 

attract great attention: Bapishev Ch., Mukhtarov A. Kazakhstan. // Architecture of the 

USSR; Kim Dosen. Alma-Ata. // Soviet architecture. Vol. 17 / Edited by Yu. Yaralov. - 

M.: Publishing House of Literature on Construction. 

Of particular importance for the formation of problems were the 1970s, which was 
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the time of the emergence of thesis studies such as: Glaudinov B. “Ways of development 

of the Soviet architecture of Kazakhstan in the 1920-1970s”; Klimova G. K. “Assessment 

of climatic conditions in the planning and development of southern cities (On the example 

of Alma-Ata, Baku, Ashgabat)”; Abilov A Zh “Principles of organising a network of 

institutions and designing short-term recreation centres (On the example of mountainous 

areas of the south of the Kazakh SSR)”; Narbayev B M. “Formation of architectural and 

planning structure of urban centres in the conditions of South Kazakhstan”; Shakerbayev 

B. Kh. “Influence of water resources on the formation and development of large urban 

systems of the south-east of the USSR (On the example of Alma-Ata industrial district)”. 

There was a great response to the books of: Basenov T. K., Gershberg H. Sh., Greben V. 

B., Melikov E. G., Mendikulov M.M., Smolensky A. N., Tatigulov A. S. Urban planning 

of Kazakhstan. - .Alma-Ata: Kazakhstan Publ.; Glaudinov B. Architecture of Soviet 

Kazakhstan. - M.: Stroyizdat Publ. 

The academic papers that appeared vividly reflected the range of current problems 

of architecture in the 1970s: Glaudinov B. Features of the development of architecture in 

Kazakhstan for 50 years. // Architecture of the USSR; Gnedovsky Yu. Decoration of 

Alma-Ata. // Architecture (Supplement to “Stroitelnaya gazeta”); Dunayev V. 

Handwriting of the master. // Architecture (Supplement to “Stroitelnaya gazeta”); Ivanova 

N. T. Architecture. / in the academic paper “Alma-Ata” // The Great Soviet Encyclopedia. 

Third edition. Vol. 1. – M.: Soviet Encyclopedia Publ.; Ionov I. I. Problems of Alma-Ata 

development. // Architecture of the USSR; Kapanov A. New buildings of Alma-Ata. // 

Architectural creativity of the USSR. Vol. 5 / TSNIITIA. Ed. Board: Yu. Yaralov (main 

editor) and others - M.: Stroyizdat Publ.; Karpykov A. S. Residential quarter in the 

structure of the city of the 40-50s of the 20th century. // Architecture and Construction, 

Vol. 5. - Alma-Ata: KazPTI Publ.; Karpykov A. S. Some peculiarities of architecture of 

Kazakhstan in the 40-50s // Architecture and Construction, Vol.5. - Alma-Ata: KazPTI 

Publ.; Lapin V. Republican consumer services centre in Alma-Ata. // Architecture of the 

USSR; Narbayev B.M. Some issues of planning and development of the centre of Alma-

Ata. // Architecture of the USSR; Obraztsov E. Behind the line of the master plan. // 

Architecture (Supplement to “Stroitelnaya gazeta”); Seidalin R. The team of architects of 

Kazakhstan. // Architecture of the USSR; Sokolov N. Architecture of the centre of Alma-

Ata. // Architectural creativity of the USSR. Vol. 5. / TSNIITIA, edited by Yu Yaralov. - 

M.: Stroyizdat Publ.; Sokolov N. Harmony is broken. // Architecture (Supplement to 

“Stroitelnaya gazeta”); Shvetsov A. Architecture of circuses. // Architecture of the USSR; 

Yaralov Yu. Palaces of the Kazakh capital. // Architectural creativity of the USSR, Vol. 2 

/ TSNIITIA. Ed. Board: Yu. Yaralov (main editor) and others - M.: Stroyizdat Publ.; 

The 1980s saw the emergence of a huge number of papers, among which PhD 

theses occupy the most important place: Akhmedova A. T. “Architectural and planning 

features of rural homestead dwelling in the conditions of the southern regions of the 

Kazakh SSR (On the example of Alma-Ata and Taldy-Kurgan regions)”; Ibragimova K. 

“Formation of architectural and planning structure of the centre of large cities of the 

south-east of the USSR (On the example of Alma-Ata)”; Iskhodzhanova G. R. 

“Architecture of earthquake-resistant multi-storey buildings for large cities of Central 
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Asia”; Karpykov A. S. “Architecture of Soviet Kazakhstan in the 1930-1950s”; 

Kozbagarova N. Zh “Planning structure of recreational territories in territorial-production 

complexes (On the example of Kazakhstan)”; Kosmeridi S. G. “Formation of the network 

and types of buildings for consumer services for the population of the Kazakh SSR”; 

Kuspangaliyev B. U. “Typological features of multi-storey residential buildings for  

climatic subregion of Central Asia (On the example of Alma-Ata)”; Malinovskaya E. G. 

“Formation of professional architecture of Kazakhstan”; Utenova Sh. K. “Interpretation of 

traditional form in modern architecture of Kazakhstan”; Fatikov R. R. “Architectural and 

artistic trends in modern architecture of Alma-Ata (On the example of public buildings of 

the 1960s-1980s)”; Shakerbayev B. Kh. “Influence of water resources on the formation 

and development of large urban systems of the south-east of the USSR (On the example 

of Alma-Ata industrial district)”. 

Significant space was occupied by such books as: Absadykov A. A. Development 

of housing construction in Kazakhstan. - Alma-Ata: Kazakhstan Publ.; Alma-Ata. 

Encyclopaedia. / Editor-in-Chief M. K. Kozybayev. - Alma-Ata: Editor-in-Chief of the 

Kazakh Soviet Encyclopaedia; Glaudinov B.A., Seydalin M.G., Karpykov A.S. 

Architecture of Soviet Kazakhstan. - M: Stroyizdat Publ.; The best works of Soviet 

architects, 1975-1976 / Union of Architects of the USSR. - M: Stroyizdat Publ.; The best 

works of Soviet architects, 1979-1980 / Union of Architects of the USSR. - M: Stroyizdat 

Publ.; The best works of Soviet architects, 1981-1982 / Union of Architects of the USSR. 

- M: Stroyizdat Publ.; From design office to design institutes: From the history of design 

of housing and civil construction in the Kazakh SSR. / Baituleshova T. V., Tatigulov A. 

Sh., Ozoling E. I. and others - Alma-Ata: Kazakhstan Publ.; Shvidkovsky O. A. Harmony 

of interaction: (architecture and monumental art). - M: Stroyizdat Publ. 

The publication of the most interesting academic papers was also of great 

importance: Architecture. / Margulan A., Ibrayev B., Mendikulov M., Glaudinov B. // 

Kazakh Soviet Socialist Republic. Encyclopaedic directory. / Editor-in-Chief Kozybayev 

M.K. - Alma-Ata: Main editorial office of the Kazakh Soviet Encyclopaedia; Astafieva-

Dlugach M. Regional Schools of Architecture. // Architecture (Supplement to 

“Stroitelnaya gazeta”); The crown of the ensemble. // Architecture (Supplement to 

“Stroitelnaya gazeta”); Volodev A. High Cities by Andrei Zenkov. // Architecture 

(Supplement to “Stroitelnaya gazeta”); Glaudinov B. A., Samoilov K. I. Architecture of 

Kazakhstan in the 70-80s. Problems of continuity. // Architecture and Construction of 

Uzbekistan; The Cotton Mill House of Culture. // Architecture of the USSR; Zhuk A., 

Stamo E. “Arasan”. // Architecture (Supplement to “Stroitelnaya gazeta”); Karpykov A. 

S., Kakorin V. D. Architecture of the building of the Academy of Sciences of the Kazakh 

SSR. To the problem of national form in the architecture of Soviet Kazakhstan in the 40-

50s. // Architecture, structures and engineering equipment of buildings and constructions: 

Interuniversity collection of scientific papers. - Alma-Ata: KazPTI Publ.; Karpykov A. S., 

Kakorin V. D. Architecture of unique public buildings of Soviet Kazakhstan in the 40-

50s. // Architecture, structures and engineering equipment of buildings and constructions: 

Interuniversity collection of scientific papers. - Alma-Ata: KazPTI Publ.; Malinovskaya 

E.G. National originality of the architecture of Kazakhstan in the late 30s // Architecture 
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and Construction of Uzbekistan; Mussayeva R.A. Architectural and urban heritage of 

Alma-Ata. // Architecture and Construction of Uzbekistan; Pavlov M.P. Architecture of 

the building complex of the Leonid Brezhnev square in Alma-Ata. // The Best in 

Architecture (Works of the Laureates of the Lenin Prize and the State Prize of the USSR 

for 1982). - M.: Znanie Publ.; Rappaport A. Space for people... Thoughts aloud about new 

ensembles of squares. // Architecture (Supplement to “Stroitelnaya gazeta”); Seidalin R. 

Kazakhstan. // Architecture of the USSR; Utenova Sh. Two versions of one form. // 

Architecture (Supplement to “Stroitelnaya gazeta”); Ukhobotov L. The main architectural 

ensemble of Alma-Ata. // Architecture of the USSR; Ukhobotov L. Completion of the 

ensemble. // Architecture (Supplement to “Stroitelnaya gazeta”); 

The closing decade of the 20th century saw the publication of such theses as: 

Glaudinov B. “Ways of development of architecture of Kazakhstan from ancient times to 

the early 20th century (the first Kazakh thesis for the degree of Doctor of Architecture)”; 

Balykbayev B. T. “Interrelation of functional and artistic beginning in the architecture of 

Alma-Ata in the 80s”; Issabayev G. A. “Stylistic features of the architecture of 

Kazakhstan in the second half of the 19th - early 20th centuries”; Samoilov K. A. “Scale 

in modern architecture of Kazakhstan”. The following books were published: Kapanov A. 

K., Baimagambetov S. K. Almaty. Architecture and urban planning. - Almaty: DIDAR 

Publ.; Holy Ascension Cathedral of Alma-Ata. / Compiled by Khodakovskaya O. I . - 

Almaty: Balausa Publ. Prominent among the many academic papers are the following: 

Akhmetov S. A., Samoilov K. I. Determination of the need for construction of mosques in 

Almaty. // Express information. Series “Housing and civil construction”, 1993, No. 4 / 

KazTsNTIS Gosarchstroy of the Republic of Kazakhstan. - Almaty; Kapanov A. 

Residence of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan in Almaty. // Kumbez; 

Karpykov A. S. Ensemble in the development of the cities of Kazakhstan in the 1940-

1950s. // Ways to improve the efficiency of capital construction: Interuniversity collection 

of scientific papers. - Alma-Ata: KazPTI; Malinovskaya E. G. Young national schools, 

relevance and research methodology. // Problems of history of architecture: Thesis report. 

All-Union scientific conference. Suzdal, 1991. - M.: VNIITAG Publ.; Samoilov K. A. 

Planning features of the interchange junction of the Baikonur station of Alma-Ata subway 

// Express information. Series “Urban planning and architecture”, KazTsNTIS 

Gosarchstroy of the Republic of Kazakhstan. - Alma-Ata; Samoilov K. A. Genesis of the 

composition of the Republic Square in Almaty. // Kumbez Publ.; Samoilov K. A. Images 

of metropolitan architecture in the former capital. // Scientific Notes of the Almaty Branch 

of the St. Petersburg Humanitarian University of Trade Unions. Vol. 1. - Almaty: AF S.-

PbGUP; Samoilov K. I., Chendybayeva L. T. Architectural exposition of architectural 

monuments in Almaty. // Social, historical and cultural aspects of architecture and urban 

planning of Kazakhstan: Interuniversity collection of scientific papers. - Almaty: 

KazGASA; Tatygulov A. The classic of Kazakh architecture - T. K. Bassenov. // Kumbez 

Publ. Turekulov T., Turekulova N. Almaty Holy Ascension Cathedral. Milestones of 

history. // Kumbez Publ. 

The last year of the 20th century saw the publication of such books as: Kapanov A. 

K., Baimagambetov S. K. Almaty. Architecture and urban planning (second book). - 
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Almaty: DIDAR Publ.; Kosenkova Yu. L. The Soviet city of the 1940s - the first half of 

the 1950s: From creative quest to the practice of construction. - M.: Editorial URSS (PhD 

thesis is devoted to the same topic); Kuspangaliyev B. U. Architecture of urban housing in 

Kazakhstan. - Almaty: KazGASA (PhD thesis is devoted to the same topic); Golden Book 

of Almaty-2000: (photo book). - Almaty: Kainar Publ. A number of academic papers also 

attracted attention: Abdrasilova G. A tower house // Exclusive Design Publ.; Dolenko O. 

N., Samoilov K. I. The concept of ethnographic park of the peoples of Kazakhstan. // 

World outlook-methodological problems of modern science and education: Interuniversity 

collection of scientific papers dedicated to the 20th anniversary of KazGASA. Part P. - 

Almaty: KazGASA; Duisebay Ye. Creative search for an architectural image. // Exclusive 

Design Publ. And the first year of the new century is exemplified by such publications: 

Abilov A. Ecological roots of urban planning. // Kumbez Publ.; Ripinsky N.I., architect. 

Creative autobiography. // Kumbez Publ.; Romanov V., Shen Ye. How Opera was 

created. // Hall Publ.; Samoilov K. I. Multilevel ensemble of courts of honour on Abay 

Square in Almaty. // Bulletin of the Kazakh State Academy of Architecture and Civil 

Engineering; Samoilov K. I. Renaissance remake in Kazakhstan architecture of the 20th 

century // Bulletin of the Kazakh Leading Academy of Architecture and Civil 

Engineering. 

The year 2002 was marked by the publication of monographs by Abilov A. Zh. 

“Urban planning and sustainable development of settlements in Kazakhstan” and 

Duisebay Ye. K. “Modern principles of architectural design of public buildings and 

structures (adapted to the dynamics of social change)”, combined with PhD theses on the 

same topics. Attention was attracted by the publication of the academic paper 

“Architecture of the descendants of the Golden Man (The new capital of the new 

Kazakhstan. Almaty - life goes on! Shymkent - an architectural face of South Kazakhstan. 

Atyrau - a city staring into the future)”. // Architecture, Construction, Design Publ. The 

academic paper by Ibrayev B. A. “Postsocialism, or Heritage of Heritage”. //Architecture, 

Construction, Design Publ. published in 2003 is imbued with vivid publicism. 

Among the works of 2003, a number of journalistic and research academic papers: 

Malinovskaya V. Epiphany games or travelling to the unknown. // Almaty-ART Publ.; 

Sabitov A. Kitsch in the urban environment of Almaty. // Elite House Publ.; Samoilov K. 

I. A unique ensemble of architectural exotica. // Elite House Publ.; Samoilov K. I. 

Architectural and artistic forms of constructivism in the architecture of Kazakhstan in the 

1920-30s. // Bulletin of the Kazakh Leading Academy of Architecture and Civil 

Engineering. Academic periodical; Samoilov K. I. Fireworks of Almaty Art Nouveau. - 

Elite House Publ.), and the encyclopedic collection “Monuments of history and culture of 

Almaty. Catalog of documents” // Compiled by L. A. Matveeva (Almaty Department of 

Archives and Documentation, Central State Administration of Almaty) attracted attention. 

In early 2004 Samoilov K. I.’s monograph “Architecture of Kazakhstan of the 20th 

century (Development of architectural and artistic forms)” was published in conjunction 

with his PhD thesis of the same name, in which a significant place was given to the 

development of Almaty architecture, and in 2006, the publication of an encyclopaedic 

edition, which summarised a huge amount of historical material “Code of Monuments of 

10 

170



 

History and Culture of Almaty” edited by Ayagan B.G., became of great importance, 

where, along with significant factual material, the most interesting studies of the problems 

of national uniqueness are given. 

Thus, Almaty architecture is a constantly researched phenomenon, the various 

manifestations of which are of considerable interest to the theory and history of 

architecture. Current research, theses and books being prepared for defence and 

publication reflect the continuing interest of scholars in the theory and history of 

architecture of the city, which occupies an important place in the culture of the country. 

And the change of Almaty’s status opened new perspectives for its development. 

Describing this situation, the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Nursultan 

Nazarbayev, writes in his book “In the Center of Eurasia”: “The capital relocation will be 

beneficial for Almaty itself, it will give an opportunity to implement new approaches to 

the development of the southern capital. With this step, it was as if we were giving the 

city the possibility of a second birth. The freed up areas could be used for the 

development of industry, tourism, recreation and sports, i.e., for the most profitable 

sectors of the urban economy. Large peak loads will be removed from the city’s systems 

and the city’s ecology will be improved. Almaty will remain the largest business, 

financial, scientific and cultural centre of Kazakhstan and the whole of Central Asia, 

influencing the entire economic, social and political life of the country and the whole 

region. After all, Almaty is the centre of intersection of many national and international 

communications.” And the study of the current situation requires more and more in-depth 

attention from specialists. 
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