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ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN

UDC 72.01-72.036 (574)
S.M. Aldungarova, KazGASA postgraduate

FEATURES OF STYLE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ARCHITECTURE
OF ALMATY IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE XX CENTURY

There is considered the process of manifestation of various style directions in certain
periods of the first half of the XX century: 1900s - 1910s, 1920s - first half of the 1930s,
second half of the 1930s - beginning 1940s, mid-1940s-mid-1950s.

The architecture of Almaty attracts the constant attention of researchers. During the
first half of the XX century, it went through a number of interesting stages. Being a small
settlement, which acquired with time the status of a regional center, the city turned into a
metropolitan center, which architecture peculiarities of the style development largely
determined the direction of architecture of the whole republic. The development of the
architecture of the city of this period was reflected in a number of books [1-7] and many
articles, the analysis of which and new research allow to clarify a number of significant
aspects of own stylistic development, taking as an example the most pictorial public
buildings.

The art of building of the city, which was actively built up in the second half of the
XIX century, in the presence of a number of nuanced features of specificity, fully reflected
the commonness with the style orientation of the Russian architectural process. The style
forms of the 1900s - 1910s are represented in the overwhelming number by buildings in the
Neo-Russian direction (St. Nicholas Church in Kabanbai Batyr str. - 1906; Turkestan
Cathedral in Aiteke bi str. - 1907). Wooden gingerbread multi-layered cornices,
architraves, shutters, columns, balustrades are made in combination with log, plank or
plastered walls; ribbed domes have a pointed-arched or bulbous shape (authors of
buildings: K.Borisoglebsky, A.Zenkov, P. Zenkov, N. Lavanov, A.Pugachenkov,
S.Troparevsky, et al.). The Modern direction, quite rare, but marked by very striking
examples, (House of Military Assembly in Aiteke bi str. - 1908; Iskhak Gabdulvaliyev and
sons Trading house in Zhibek Zholy Ave. - 1911) is illustrative by refined cornices,
ornamental fielded panels, varied and different-sized broach spires, torispherical arches
and domes with scale-like surfaces. Thematically, the Almaty Modern of this period is
inclined to the Russian style (authors of buildings: A.Zenkov, S.Troparevsky, et al.).
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The socio-economic changes at the turn of the first and second ¢ EXHIBIT 3.4
century determined dramatic shifts in the stylistic orientation of architecture. Ine transter
of the capital of the Republic to Almaty stimulated a sharp quantitative leap in the
development of the city's architecture, and the most prominent architects of the Soviet
Union began to be widely involved in the design of buildings along with local architects.
As aresult, in the Almaty architecture of the 1920s - the first half of the 1930s, the style
directions of the previous period were reduced to single unspectacular examples and then
disappeared from practice altogether, and some new ones that appeared, almost at the same
time, radically reversed the overall stylistic picture. The appearance of Constructivism was
marked by very interesting buildings (Government House of the Kazakh ASSR in
Bogenbai Batyr str. - 1927-1931; People's Commissariat of Internal Affairs in Nauryzbai
Batyr str. - 1934; Physical culture school in Shagabudinov str. - 1935), demonstrating
complex articulations of various-storey parallelepiped and cylindrical volumes, in whole or
in part nondedicated ground floors, wrap-around glazing and continuous stained-glass
windows (authors of buildings: V.Burovtsev, A.Gegello, G.Gerasimov, M.Ginzburg,
I.Milinis, D.Friedman, et al.). But this orientation of the stylistic development of
architecture was determined, although quite bright, but for all that, isolated examples of
unique buildings.

The Synthesis of constructivism and simplified classics has become widespread
(House of Culture in Tole bi str. - 1934; Alatau cinema theatre in Kabanbai Batyr str. -
1933-1935; Kazakh Regional office of the State Bank in Panfilov str. - 1935). Here
dynamic volumetric and spatial compositions are combined with pilaster-strips, pilasters,
mouldings, cornices, bands and columnar-lined columns without drop caps (authors of
buildings: A.Zenkov, V.Kalmykov, A.Rittikh, L.Rudnev, V.Tverdokhlebov, E.Fomichev,
E.Tseitz, et al.).

In general, in Almaty architecture the period of the 1920s - the first half of the 1930s
marked the spread of Constructivism and Synthesis of constructivism and simplified
classics.

The period of the second half of 1930s - the beginning of 1940s is characterized by
quite sharp change, as in the previous period, of style preferences. On the rebound of the
refocusing of the country's architecture to the assimilation of the classic heritage, which
was not widespread in Almaty architecture by the second half of the XIX century and
disappeared at the beginning of the XX century, the Neoclassical direction becomes the
dominant of the period at a new level (House of Delegates in Bogenbai Batyr str. - 1937;
City Executive Committee in Abylai Khan Ave. - 1937-1938; Therapeutic clinic in Tole bi
str. - 1938-1939). In the classical interpretation of the orders, smooth-bore solitary or
paired round, three-quarter and semi-columns in supposititious, fine and deep porticos,
semicircular and rectangular wall pilasters are widespread. The lonic order is represented
by both conventional and four-edged capitals. The orders are applied both independently
and in combination with each other. The corners of buildings at full height and the walls of
the first floors in most cases have large or small rustic. The ornamental volute and simple
consoles support complex-and-profiles cornices. The diverse forms of dripstones have both
simple and ornamental consoles. The expanded window sills are solved similarly (authors
of buildings: V.Biryukov, M.Voznyuk, |.Volshanik, A. Galkin, I.Dlugach, A.Kaplun,
G.Kushnarenko, A.Stremenov, M.Shugal, et al.).

The National-neoclassical direction that reflects the trend of assimilation of the
national heritage becomes an interesting innovation (the Opera and Ballet Theater named
after Abai in Kabanbai Batyr str. - 1933-1941; Kazpivo Trust in Kunaev str. - 1936; the
Entrance pavilion of the Almaty Zoo in Mnogovodnaya str. - 1936). Here, on the basis of
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classical order compositions, the Kazakh ornament appears everywhe
ordinary and transformed capitals, crowns of arches and lintels, bases and basements,
parapet dentils and balustrades, archivolts and architraves, rosettes and medallions. The
drop arches appear in porticos and windows (authors of buildings: V.Bychkov, N. Kruglov,
P. Polivanov, N.Prostakov, V.Tverdokhlebov, A.Shchusev, et al.). The Simplified classics
turns into an independent direction (the Institute of Foreign Languages in Tole bi str. -
1937-1939; the Birthing center in Bogenbai Batyr str. - 1936-1938; the academic building
of the Medical Institute in Tole bi str. - 1939). The brutalized elements of the order
architecture are concentrated isolatedly and in groups usually in the area of the first floor,
inter-floor bands and under cornice. In the capitals there are disk and multi-layered plate
echinuses, and the capitals themselves are characterized by the presence of simple fascia
boards and volutes, as well as leafy enframements. Pilasters and poles are made both
smooth and with different-sized cannelures or rustics. Porticos have an expanded attic
(authors of buildings: V. Biryukov, M.Voznyuk, 1.Volshanik, A.Gegello, A.Galtseva,
G.Egorov, M.lvanov, D.Krichevsky, G.Kushnarenko, V.Petrov, K.Simkachev,
A.Stremenov, M.Shugal, et al.).

For some time, the buildings under construction to be completed, with a
constructivist space-planning solution and some kind classic facades, taking into account
the changed general orientation of the country's architecture, continue to appear,
illustrating the fading motif of the Synthesis of Constructivism and simplified classics
(Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Kazakh SSR in Abylai Khan Ave. - 1938; Turksib
Management office in Bogenbai Batyr str. - 1938). The active order plastic, still simplified,
but, unlike the previous period, increasingly approaching the classical prototypes,
paradoxically harmonizes with the asymmetric dynamics of the composition (authors of
buildings: M. Ginzburg, M.Shugal, et al.). The disappearing Constructivism, that was
sharply criticized at the end of the previous period, is represented by solitary examples
(Turksib Technical college in Amangeldy str. - 1936; the Eastern pavilion-extension of the
Government House of the Kazakh SSR in Bogenbai Batyr str. - 1941) with intersectional
smooth-walled volumes and original two-storied windows (authors of buildings:
G.Gerasimov, B. Dergachev, G.Kushnarenko, et al.).

Thus, the period of the second half of the 1930s - early 1940s in Almaty architecture
is marked by a wide variety of style directions: Constructivism, Synthesis of constructivism
and simplified classics, Simplified Classics, Neoclassical direction, National-Neoclassical
direction.

The period of the mid-1940s - mid-1950s is illustrative by the general stability of the
style orientation. The Neoclassical direction is becoming less common relative to the
previous period (Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Kazakh SSR in Kabanbai Batyr str. -
1947; Administrative-and-amenity building of the plant in Tole bi str. - 1947; the Plant
Management office in Makataev str. - 1948) with orders in classical and simplified form,
triangular frontons and semi-frontons, arches with ornamental crowns, expanded
complexe-profiled cornices with volute and simple consoles, sculptural frieze inserts
(authors of buildings: V.Biryukov, M.Kudryavtsev, et al.). The National-Neoclassical
direction, dominant in this period, is represented by magnificent compositions with a wide
variety of shapes and details (Kazakh Agricultural Institute in Abai Ave. - 1950-1951;
Kazpromsovet House of Culture in Bogenbai Batyr str. - 1953; Ministry of Meat and Dairy
Industry in Abylai Khan Ave. - 1955). A rare classical variety of the Corinthian order gets
predominant distribution: a column with a palm-like stiff-leaf capital, in the lower tier of
which an ornamental band organically fits. The ornamented fantasy capitals are also
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V.Bychkov, E.Dyatlov, M.Ivanov, V.Kossov, M.Kudryavtsev, A Leppik, M.Mendikulov,
K.Nedzhat, V.Petrov, I.Popova, B.Stesin, et al.).

The Central Asian direction that has become an innovation and bears the features of
romanticism, is distinguished by the peculiarity (Consumer service establishment in
Zhibek Zholy Ave. - 1949; Entrance building of the Winery in Gogol str. - 1949; Airport
terminal in Mailin str. - 1950). The so-called “Central Asian column” with an expanded
capital, a figured shank and an extended base is widely used, the parapet dentels appear on
the cornices, varied in form and saturation with details, the pointed arches acquire
complex-profiled archivolts (authors of buildings: T.Basenov, M.Bat. V.EIkin, G.Zavarzin
et al.). The solitary, but very notable manifestations of the Neo-modern look somewhat
unexpected in the stylistic situation under consideration (Theater of the Young Spectator in
Kabanbai Batyr str. - 1943-1945), demonstrating the multitopicality of forms, the
sophistication of detail drawing and the gracefulness of floral ornaments (authors of
buildings: G. Bobovich, N. Prostakov, et al.).

In general, the period of the mid-1940s - mid-1950s in the architecture of Almaty is
illustrative by the development of National-Neoclassical and Neoclassical directions, the
manifestation of the Central Asian direction and Neo-modern.

Thus, during the first half of the XX century, the development of style directions in
the architecture of Almaty had a strongly-pronounced discontinuity, reflecting the
peculiarities of the socio-economic and cultural-worldview development of the country,
and demonstrated common traits with the All-Russia, All-Union, All-Kazakhstan and
World-wide architectural process; with this, it had also features of originality both in
temporary manifestation and in thematic set of directions. The summary of style directions
of the first half of the XX century is given in table 1.

Table 1. Style directions in the architecture of Almaty of the first half of the XX
century

Style directions 1900s- 1920s- Second half Mid of
1910s first half of 1930s- [1940s- mid of
of 1930s beginning of 1950s
1940s
Modern X - - X
Neo-Russian X - - -
Constructivism - X X -
Synthesis of constructivism - X X
and simplified classics
Simplified classics - - X -
Neo-classics - - X X
National-neoclassic - - X X
Central-asian - - - X
9
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