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 ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN  

UDC 72.01-72.036(574) 

С.М. Aldungarova, KazGASA postgraduate 

MAIN DIRECTIONS OF THE STYLE DEVELOPMENT OF  

ARCHITECTURE IN ALMATY IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE XX 

CENTURY  

There is considered the process of manifestation of various style directions in 

certain periods of the second half of the XX century: end of 1950s - 1960s, 1970s - 1980s, 

1990s. 

The architecture of Almaty of the second half of the XX century passed a number of 

interesting stages, and its style development largely determined the direction of 

architecture of the whole republic. The transition of the city's architecture of this period is 

reflected in a number of books [1-4] and many articles. New research makes allow to 

clarify a number of significant aspects of the problem, using large public buildings as an 

example. 

The period of end 1950s - 1960s is illustrative by the fact that, reflecting the total 

change in the style orientation of the country's architecture, associated with criticism of its 

classicist component, the simplified classics again makes itself felt (Harvest stadium in 

Abai Ave. - 1955-1958; Ministry of Communications of the Kazakh SSR in Abylai Khan 

Ave. - 1963; academic building of the Conservatory in Bayseitova str. - 1964). The 

expanded portal enframements and semi-circular arches, simple window sills and 

archivolts, dripstones and inter-floor ledgements, single and paired pilasters are combined 

with individual details of classic orders that are not very expressive in the overall 

composition (authors of buildings:E. Dyatlov, A. Kapanov, Kim Dosen, A. Kossov, A. 

Leppik, and others). The terminating construction of large public buildings, designed in 

the previous period, with a national-neoclassical orientation of the style solution 

(Government House of the Kazakh SSR in Astana Sq. - 1957-1958; Academy of Sciences 

of the Kazakh SSR in Shevchenko str. - 1957; Kazpotrebsoyuz House in Tole bi str. - 

1957; Aviators House of Culture in Mailin str. - 1957) has been long enough masking new  

approaches to the architectural and artistic solution of the composition. The walk-through 

and false porticos, expanded portals are solved by colonnades with ornamented classical 

and fancy capitals. The peculiar belt ornamental capitals of flat pilasters, expanded 

inter-floor belts with arcature window panels, multi-layered bracket cornices on brackets 

and ornamental high-relief cartouches are widespread (authors of buildings: M. Becker, 

M. Gura, A. Kapanov, V. Katsev, Kim Dosen, A. Leppik, D. Melnikov, N. Prostakov, N. 

Ripinsky, B. Rubanenko, G. Simonov, B. Stesin, B. Tyutin, A. Shchusev, and others).  

The industrial direction, supported by the ever-increasing race of construction and 

characterized by the accentuation of factory-made elements, becomes rather quickly the 
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most common style direction of the period, with a dominant regional or international 

theme. Demonstrating the aspiration for increasing involvement of the country's 

architecture in the world-wide architectural process, the industrial and international 

direction (Kazgorstroyproekt Institute in Abylai Khan Ave. - 1961; Alma-Ata Hotel in 

Kabanbai Batyr St. - 1968; House of the Soviets in Abylai Khan ave. - 1968) interestingly 

interprets the combination of large blind and glazed surfaces, their large-plastic rhythmic 

articulation, active plasticity of the canopies of the main entrances and the pointed refusal 

of cornices (authors of buildings: V. Babenko, V. Ishchenko, K. Kalnoy, A. Kapanov, 

I.Kartasi, V. Katsev, V. Kim, E. Kovler, A. Kossov, E. Kuznetsov, V. Mikheev, 

P.Mikhaldyk, A. Nedovizin, M. Pavlov, A. Petrov, N. Ripinsky, O. Shorin, and others). The 

climatic characteristics of the city and national features of architecture are peculiarly 

accentuated by the industrial-regional direction (Kazakhstan hotel in Abylai Khan ave. - 

1957; building of the Central Committee of the LKSM of Kazakhstan in Tchaikovsky str. 

- 1967; Almaatagiprogor Institute in Abylai Khan Ave. - 1968). It is characterized by the 

active use of large- and small-modular window shutters, the plastic of which turns into a 

dominant compositional theme, the inclusion of ornamental motifs in their structure, the 

application of relief, color-relief and color ornamental inserts and panel-paintings (authors 

of buildings: V. Alley, E. Dyatlov, V. Ilyenko, V. Ishchenko, M. Kabylbayev, Kim Dosen, A. 

Korzhempo, S.Kosmeridi, B. Markov, M. Mendikulov, V. Mikheev, A. Naumov, I. Pakidov, 

I.Popova, and others). 

By the end of the period, the bright romantic direction begins to spread (Sports 

Palace in Abay Ave. - 1966; Arman cinema theatre in Dostyk Ave., 1968; Kazpotrebsoyuz 

Palace of Culture in Abay squ. - 1967-1969). The active plastic walls, rich in detail and 

contrasts, expanded roofs, multi-factored facing are combined with an exquisite game of 

large and small volumes, active use of landscape features of the construction site and the 

abundance of works of monumental decorative art (authors of buildings: V. Alley, N. 

Bylinkin, G.Gorlyshkov, V. Davydenko, I. Kartasi, V. Katsev, V. Kim, A. Kossov, 

A.Korzhempo, O. Naumova, V. Panin, Y. Ratushny, N. Repinsky, N.Rogacheva, V. 

Rudenko, I. Slonov, V. Sokolov, V. Tolmachev, L. Ukhobotov, I. Tsitrin, V. Chirkin, N. 

Shebalina, and others). 

Thus, the period of the end 1950s - 1960s is illustrative in Almaty architecture by the 

development of national-neoclassic trends and simplified classics, the emergence of 

industrial-international, industrial-regional and romantic trends. 

The qualitative leap in the development of architecture in the 1970s - 1980s was the 

result of the quantitative accumulation of the creative potential of innovations of the 

previous period. The industrial and regional direction still occupies a significant place 

(Airport terminal in Mailin str. - 1973; main building of KazGU in Timiryazev str. - 1978; 

Kazpromtransproekt Institute in Zhandosov str. - 1979). The ornamental windows shutters 

become more and more refined, and their main elements are either deliberately 

monumentalized or turned into light lace. It is significant that plastically active sun 

protection, sometimes occupying the entire height of the building, also passes to its 
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northern facades, demonstrating its transformation from a necessary regional element into 

an independent compositional theme. (authors of buildings: B. Alibekov, A.Babenko, M. 

Bilyalov, V. Grechanichenko, M. Gorokhov, M. Gura, B.Dmitrievsky, T. Yeraliev, A. 

Zhalgabaev, V. Ishchenko, A. Korzhempo, S.Kokhanovich, Y. Litvinenko, S. Martemyanov, 

M. Musaev, S. Mkhitoryan, O.Naumova, V. Nerovnya, M. Pavlov, A. Petrov, R. Rashidov, 

A. Rustembekov, Z.Soldatova, S. Ten, E. Khan, V. Khvan, N. Shalabanov, Yu. Sharapov, 

T.Shevtsova, O.Shorin, I. Sheveleva, and others). A natural result of the development of 

some features of the Industrial-International trend, the aspiration to "exacerbate " the 

perception of aestheticized methods and technologies is high-tech that has manifested 

originally (Pavilion of the Ministry of Autoroads in VDNKh of the Kazakh SSR 

,Timiryazev str.; Telephone central station, Panfilov str.). The deliberate accentuation on 

the specifics of the work and the nodal solutions of the main structures, the demonstrative 

accuracy of the details become a landmark innovation of the period (authors of buildings: 

V.Babenko, B.Dmitrievsky, Z.Mustafina, A.Petrov, A.Petrova, and others)). 

The Romantic direction is becoming widespread (House of Friendship and Cultural 

Ties with foreign countries, Kurmangazy str. - 1972; Kazakhstan hotel in Dostyk Ave. - 

1977; building of the Central Committee CPK in Republic Squ. - 1979; Broadcast 

television complex of the television center in Zheltoksan str. - 1981; House of Culture of 

the Almaty Cotton Mill in Shaliapin str. - 1981.), and its most original examples are the 

topic of many years of all-Union creative discussions. Expanded cornices with large roof 

extensions have a fine-plastic solution, accentuation of one or more upper floors turns into 

a common technique, powerful pylons and portal frames, sometimes combining several 

floors, become character elements of the composition, large-and-plastic facing occupies 

the entire height of the building (architects: T. Abilda, V. Alley, A. Anchugov, A. 

Afanasiev, B. Akhmetov, V. Babenko, O.Balykbayev, O. Baimurzaev, V. Bondarenko, Sh. 

Valikhanov, B. Voronin, M. Gabdullin, M. Gorokhov, G. Dzhakipova, T. Eraliev, M. 

Zhaksylykov, Yu. Zimin, A. Zuev, M. Kabylbaev, G. Kaziev, A. Kainarbaev, A. Kapanov, V. 

Kapitonov, V. Katsev, V. Kashtanov, V. Kim, A. Korzhempo, I. Kosogova, A. Kotov, S. 

Kokhanovich, Z. Kuznetsova, A. Leppik, Yu. Loktev, M. Mendikulov, P. Mikhaldyk, B. 

Molzhigit, K. Montakhaev, Z. Mustafina, V. Nerovnya, N. Nikonova, O. Naumova, B. 

Novikov, R. Ogai, M. Ospanov, M. Pavlov, V. Panin, A. Petrova, Y. Ratushny, R. 

Rashidov, B. Rzagaliev, V. Romanenko, S. Rustembekov, M.  Seidalin, R. Seidalin, E. 

Serednikov,   Yu. Skvortsova, I. Slonov, A. Sokolov, O. Tanyushina, A. Terekhov, L. 

Timchenko, Yu. Tumanyan, L. Ukhobotov, V.K hvan, N. Chistokletova, O. Shorin, V. 

Shchipitsin, Kh. Yakupbayev, and others). The Neomodern suddenly reappears, initially in 

the context of the Romantic direction, and then quite independently (Kazsovprof building 

in Kurmangazy str.; Dostyk Hotel in Kurmangazy str. - 1985) with elegant fine-detail 

plastics, active color solutions and fine nuances of volumetric-and-spatial compositions. 

This paradoxically harmonizes with the deliberate brutality of colonnades, pilasters and 

portals. (authors of buildings: V. Zakharov, Yu.Ratushny, and others). 

A peculiar result of the synthesis of industrial-regional and romantic directions is, 
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unlike previous periods, a reimagined national-neoclassical direction (House of Science 

in Kurmangazy str. - 1981; Executive Committee of the City Soviet of People's Deputies 

in Aiteke bi str. - 1983) demonstrates a combination of simplified classical forms with 

ornamental compositions. At the same time, the capitals acquire a kind of synthetic shape. 

Balustrades, arcatures, composite cornices with simple and volute brackets are actively 

used (authors of buildings: N. Belousova, V. Katsev, A. Ordabaev, M. Pavlov, Yu. 

Ratushny, N. Ezau, V.  Ekk, and others). 

In general, the stage of the 1970s - 1980s is characterized in the architecture of 

Almaty by the further development of industrial-regional and romantic directions, the 

rebirth of the national-neoclassical and neo-modern directions, as well as, by the 

emergence of high-tech. 

Kazakhstan's independence and socio-economic changes of 1990-s were reflected in 

the stylistic orientation of architecture in a peculiar way, leading to the extinction of some 

directions, the original development of others and the emergence of thirds. The Romantic 

direction, previously plastically active (Residence of the President of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan in Furmanov str.; Holy Trinity Cathedral in Rozybakiev str.; Park Palace 

office in Kazybek bi str. - 1998; Ramstore supermarket in Furmanov str. - 1998; Prime 

Business Centre office in Furmanov str. - 1999; mosque in Tole bi str. - 1999) is now 

characterized by polar examples of active and passive plastic solutions. The walls solution 

is a combination of blind and glazed areas. At the same time, the glazing does not depend 

on the actual presence of a window aperture behind it. The facades have multicolored bay 

windows, pilasters, niches and bent fractures (authors of buildings: S. Bazarbaev, B. 

Gonov, M. Gorokhov, K; Zharylgapov, A. Zuev, G. Kornishin, S. Martemyanov, K. 

Montakhaev, A. Petrova, V. Peshkov, T. Sknar, G. Philippini, O. Tsai, E. Tsoi, J. 

Sharapiev, D. Schmidt, and others). 

The Industrial-international direction characterized by some dryness of shaping 

(Merkur Car Dealership in Tole bi str. - 1995; Samal Towers Complex in mrgn Samal – 

1997, Rakhat Palace Hotel in Satpayev str.; Trading House Zhanna Store in Abaya Ave.) 

is represented by widely used active plastics of buildings of simple configuration. In the 

arsenal of means are pylons, blades, niches, bay windows, the rhythmic alternation of 

which in combination with transparent, translucent and mirrored stained glass 

harmoniously balances the composition (authors of buildings: O. Baymurzaev, Kh. Wolf, 

M. Zhaksylykov, A.Zhalbagaev, A. Zuev, N. Mukanov, E. Onzheogly, B. Tubek, V. 

Khodzhikov, M. Charnavsky, and others). 

The deconstructivism is becoming increasingly widespread (Alsi company office in 

Koktem mrgn - 1993, M.O.Auezov Museum in Furmanov str. - 1997; Iltipat Store in 

Zhandosov str. – 2000); demonstrating paradoxical articulations of simple and 

complex-configurative forms, surfaces with contrasting textures and colors (authors of 

buildings: Sh. Mataibekov, A. Terekhov, V. Falkov, O. Falkov,  and others). The high-tech 

is still represented by solitary examples ( Resy store in Dostyk Ave. – 1998, furniture store 

Aibat in Abylai khan Ave. – 1999) with an accentuated precision of articulations and 
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perfection of borders (authors of buildings T. Abilda, B. Dautov, and others). 

The collage direction, generated by the appearance of an abundance of owners in 

one building, became a kind of innovation (Navigator club in Abai Ave. - 1997; Petroleum 

Club in Shevchenko str. - 1997; Mr.Mondrian cafe in Bogenbai Batyr str. - 1999), 

characterized by a contrasting style difference between fragments of facades (usually these 

are the first floors) both from each other and from the entire multistory building. Among 

the themes of interpretation, motifs of classicism, modernism, romanticism architecture 

are common, as well as hypertrophied elements from the non-architectural sphere. The 

continuous supergraphic coloring in the style of graffiti are also peculiar (authors of 

buildings: R. Bayazitov, O. Kosyakov, A. Nikitin, M. Ostrikov, V. Pereboyev, P. 

Savranchuk, K. Samoilov, O. Khramova, N. Ezau, and others). A stably popular, although 

not very widespread, central-asian direction (Sultan-Kurgan Community Mosque in 

Lesnaya str. - 1996; Egyptian Islamic Center named after Mubarak in Al-Farabi Ave. - 

1996; Cathedral Mosque in Pushkin str. - 1992-1997) is represented by tower crowns of 

individual parts of buildings with domed, vaulted and multi-pitched roofs of various 

heights and shapes. The facing bond of glazed and decorative bricks is used. The plastic of 

the walls is formed by pointed or semicircular multi-step niches (authors of buildings: 

S.Baymagambetov, R. Bayazitov, K. Zharylgapov, B. Ibraev, P. Savranchuk, 

Zh.Sharapiev, Sh. Yusupov, and others).The newly manifested neo-Russian direction, 

represented mainly by religious buildings (Slavyana restaurant in Tole bi str. - 1992; 

Church in Al-Farabi Ave. - 1999; Church of the Nativity in Raiymbek Ave. - 1999) 

demonstrates smooth and ribbed domes of hemispherical, bulbous, helmet-shaped, 

sphero-conic shape. The tented roofs are completed with broach spires or under the dome 

drums (among the authors of buildings V. Falkov, and others). 

In general, in the architecture of Almaty in the 1990s the romantic, 

industrial-international, central-asian, neo-Russian directions and high-tech were 

developing, with this, the deconstructivism and a specific collage direction manifested 

themselves. 

Based on the above, it can be concluded that the development of style forms in the 

architecture of Almaty in the second half of the XX century, which has passed a number of 

stages, has turned out into an original phenomenon, the analysis results of which represent 

considerable interest to the theory and practice of modern architecture. The totality of style 

directions of the second half of the XX century is shown in table 1. 
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Table 1. Style directions in the architecture of Almaty city in the second half of the 

XX century 

 Style directions  End 1950s- 

1960s 

 

  1970s - 

1980s 

1990s 

 

Neo-modern - X - 

Neo-Russian - 
- 

X 

Simplified classics X - - 

Neoclassic - - - 

National-neoclassic X X - 

Central-asian - - X 

Industrial-international X - X 

Industrial-regional X X - 

Romantic X X X 

High-tech - X X 

Deconstructivism - 
- 

X 

Collage  - - X 

 

Bibliography: 

1. Glaudinov B. Architecture of Soviet Kazakhstan. - M.: Stroyizdat, 1974.-133 p. 

2. Glaudinov B. A., Seidalin M.G., Karpykov A.S. Architecture of Soviet 

Kazakhstan. - M.: Stroyizdat, 1987. - 319 p. 

3. Kapanov A.K., Baymagambetov S.K. Almaty. Architecture and urban planning. - 

Almaty: Publishing comp. "DIDAR", 1998. - 352 p. 

4. Samoilov K.I. Architecture of Kazakhstan of the XX century (Development of 

architectural-and-artistic forms). - M.-Almaty: "M-Ari design", 2004. - 940 p. 
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