
The Alzheimer Society of
Ontario joins the over 282,000
Ontarians living with dementia
in welcoming yesterday’s sub-
mission of Leqembi, a treat-
ment for Alzheimer’s disease
already approved for use in
the United States, to Health
Canada for its consideration
and possible approval for use
in Canada. If approved,
Leqembi would be Canada’s
first treatment for Alzheimer’s
disease—not just its symp-
toms.
“This news gives hope to the
hundreds of thousands of

Canadians at heightened risk
of developing Alzheimer’s dis-
ease that treatments will be
available to help them,” said
Cathy Barrick, CEO of the
Alzheimer Society of Ontario.
“Two years ago the world had
no approved treatments for
Alzheimer’s disease. The
United States now has two.
We hope Canada will soon
follow.”
Granted accelerated approval
by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration in January
2023, submission to Health
Canada is the first step in reg-
ulatory approval and eventual
public access for Canadians.
Leqembi has not yet been
approved for use in Canada,
however some Canadians
with financial means are
already receiving the poten-
tially life-extending treatment
by paying out-of-pocket in the

United States.
“This treatment, or any treat-
ment, won’t be for everyone,”
continued Ms. Barrick. “But it
is the first in what we hope will
be an array of numerous
treatments for Alzheimer’s
disease and, eventually, all
forms of dementia. It is vital
that we get the introduction of
this first treatment right.”
Research out of the University
of Southern California
released last year, sponsored
by the Alzheimer Society of
Ontario, found that Ontario is
not ready for the now-foresee-
able arrival of an approved
treatment for Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. With the introduction of
such a treatment, wait times
to get a diagnosis of
Alzheimer’s disease will sky-
rocket to seven and a half
years—longer than many who
seek a diagnosis will live.

To be most effective Leqembi,
along with two other promis-
ing treatments for Alzheimer’s
disease, must be adminis-
tered early in disease pro-
gression. Currently Ontario
neither detects nor diagnoses
Alzheimer’s disease early,
and even when an individual
begins to pursue a diagnosis
the wait time is often 12-18
months. Earlier detection will
require additional capacity in
PET/MRI scanners, dementia
specialists, lumbar punctures,
and a nimbleness among pol-
icymakers to welcome and
incorporate new technologies
in screening for and diagnos-
ing Alzheimer’s disease.
“Industry has done its part,
developing effective treat-
ments. People living with
dementia have done their
part, participating in clinical
research. Regulators are

doing their part, reviewing
findings to get breakthrough
treatments to Canadians who
need them. It’s up to our elect-
ed officials and decision mak-
ers to get ready for what we

now know is coming:
Canada’s first-ever approved
treatment for Alzheimer’s dis-
ease,” continued Ms. Barrick.
“Ontarians are watching. We
have no time to lose.”
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\WHITBY - MPP Lorne Coe
announced  that the Ontario
Government is providing more
than $380,300 in Resilient
Communities Fund grant
funding through the Ontario
Trillium Foundation (OTF) to
help non-profit organizations
serving Whitby and other
parts of the Region of Durham
deliver community support
programs. 

Resilient Communities Fund
grant recipients are Victim
Services of Durham Region -
$180,500, and Luke’fs Place -
$199,800.

"I am thrilled that two Durham
Region not-for-profit organiza-
tions were selected as recipi-
ents of the Ontario Trillium
Foundation's Resilient
Communities Fund. 

"This funding will allow Victim
Services of Durham Region,
and Luke•fs Place Support
and Resource Centre for
Women to develop new
strategies and innovative pro-
grams and services that meet
the needs of hard-working
families," said Lorne Coe,
MPP for Whitby and
Parliamentary Assistant to the
Premier.
The Resilient Communities
Fund provides grants of up to

$200,000 to eligible non-profit
organizations to recover and
build capacity, resilience and
sustainability. 

These grants will support
organizations that are making
a positive impact in communi-
ties throughout
the province. This includes

Victim Services of Durham
Region, and Luke•fs Place
Support and Resource Centre
for Women.
Please visit the Ontario
Trillium Foundation;fs website
for more information and a full
list of Resilient Communities
Fund grant stream recipients.

QUICK FACTS
. The Ontario Trillium
Foundation is an agency of
the Ministry of Tourism,
Culture and Sport, working to
build healthy and vibrant com-
munities across Ontario
through investments of local
grants to non-profit organiza-
tions. Its programs support

the arts, culture, sports and
recreation, heritage, human
and social services, and envi-
ronment sectors across the
province.
. Since 2018, the Ontario gov-
ernment has invested nearly
$545 million in more than
4,900 projects through the
Ontario Trillium Foundation,

creating more than 4,600
full-time jobs and generating
more than $828 million in eco-
nomic benefits to communi-
ties across Ontario.

What does the Ontario
Trillium Foundation do?
The ongoing fund provides
grants and capacity building
supports to grassroots
groups, community-based
organizations, and collabora-
tives focused on improving
the wellbeing of children,
youth, and families facing sys-
temic barriers.
Where does the money for
Ontario Trillium Foundation
come from?
Ontario Trillium Foundation
(the "Foundation" or "OTF"),
an agency of the Ministry of
Heritage, Sports, Tourism and
Culture Industries ("MHST-
CI"), is financially supported
by the Ontario government.
How do I contact the
Ontario Trillium
Foundation?
For general information about
the Ontario Trillium
Foundation, including what
we fund and who can apply, or
if you require technical assis-
tance, please contact the
Support Centre at otf@otf.ca
or 1 800 263-2887. We're
open Monday to Friday, 8:30
AM to 5:00 PM.

ONTARIO TRILLIUM FUNDING FOR LOCAL NOT-FOR-PROFITS

ALZHEIMER SOCIETY OF ONTARIO APPLAUDS FIRST STEP
TOWARDS APPROVED TREATMENT FOR ALZHEIMER’SDISEASE IN CANADA


