
By Sylvain Charlebois
Groups opposed to gene editing
have consistently misled the public
through fearmongering.
Sylvain Charlebois The environ-
mental approval of gene editing by
Marie-Claude Bibeau, the Minister
of Agriculture and Agri-Food, went
largely unnoticed by the main-
stream media.   It’s understand-
able considering the plethora of
news that captured the public’s
attention, from the ongoing issue
of Chinese interference to King
Charles’ coronation.
Gene editing may not be the most
captivating subject to engage con-
sumers, but its significance for
global food security cannot be
overstated. Fortunately, Ottawa is
getting it right.
Last week, Bibeau made an impor-
tant announcement regarding the
Canadian Food Inspection
Agency’s implementation of Part 5
of the Seed Regulations. This
aligns with Health Canada’s deci-
sion less than a year ago that clas-
sified gene editing as “non-novel”
while subjecting it to appropriate
regulations. This is a crucial leap
forward for global food security. 
The next and final step involves
consulting and assessing the gene
editing of plants intended for live-
stock feed. Legalizing gene editing
in Canada could be granted as
early as this fall.
In simple terms, gene editing in
food refers to the use of tech-

niques such as CRISPR to modify
the DNA of plants, animals, or
microorganisms used in food pro-
duction. Unlike GMOs, which
involve inserting genetic material
from different species into an
organism’s genome, gene editing
allows scientists to make specific
changes to an organism’s
genome, potentially enhancing its
nutritional value, disease resist-
ance, or other desirable traits. It
holds the potential to create crops
that are more resilient to pests,
diseases, and environmental
stresses, while also improving
their flavour, appearance, and
shelf life.
Gene editing will undoubtedly aid
agriculture in tackling climate
change and adapting to ever-
changing growing conditions. It will
also streamline the research and
development process, potentially
saving millions in research costs,
and making scientific advance-
ments more adaptable to our
evolving environmental and eco-
logical landscape. Increasing
yields can reduce the risk of
severe price fluctuations, benefit-
ing both ends of the food continu-
um, including consumers at the
grocery store.
However, it is crucial to prioritize
clear labelling. Consumers should
have the right to know what they
are consuming and understand
the technologies that impact farm-
ers’ crops worldwide, including in

Canada. Canada’s global leader-
ship in genetic engineering should
be celebrated, even if it remains
largely unknown to the average
consumer. Demystifying the
virtues of genetic engineering for
consumers is critical to equipping
agriculture and farmers to face cli-
mate change more effectively. It

also has the potential to make cer-
tain food categories more afford-
able, such as non-gluten wheat,
benefiting individuals with allergies
or specific intolerances.
Groups opposed to gene editing,
like CBAN and Vigilance OGM,
have consistently misled the public
through fearmongering, falsely

claiming that gene editing lacks
oversight. They have once again
criticized the government’s deci-
sion, accusing it of promoting
unnatural agriculture. However,
nothing could be further from the
truth. These groups often exploit
the public’s limited understanding
of the technology.

To be clear, Ottawa has declared
its commitment to establishing
monitoring and oversight meas-
ures, to guarantee the precision
and dependability of the publicly
accessible database, based on the
recommendations of a govern-
ment-appointed steering commit-
tee. These strict guidelines will
hold the industry accountable and
ensure transparency.
While science has thus far indicat-
ed minimal risks associated with
gene editing for humans and the
environment, the debate surround-
ing its safety and ethical implica-
tions in food continues. Given the
variation in regulatory frameworks
across countries, this discussion
must persist. Science is not
absolute, so monitoring longitudi-
nal risks will be critical. Anti-genet-
ic engineering groups have the
right to express concerns, but they
should refrain from exaggeration,
as they have done in recent
decades, bordering on the ridicu-
lous.
But for now, we can safely say
Ottawa and Minister Bibeau did
the right thing and deserve all the
credit. Even if most may not fully
appreciate technological advance-
ments in agri-food, consumers
should be thankful for them.
Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is senior
director of the agri-food analytics
lab and a professor in food distri-
bution and policy at Dalhousie
University. 

Help the Alzheimer Society of
Durham Region raise
$110,000 to support those in
Durham Region living with
dementia and their care part-
ners.
The Alzheimer Society of
Durham Region is hosting
their annual IG Wealth
Management Walk for
Alzheimer’s, which takes
place on May 27, 2023, at
Cullen Central Park in Whitby.
The Walk raises crucial funds
that allow the Alzheimer
Society of Durham Region to
offer programs and services
to meet the needs of people
living with dementia and those

who care for them. The num-
ber of people in Canada living
with dementia is rising rapidly.
By the year 2050, more than
1.7 million people will be living
with dementia in Canada. As
the number of people affected
by dementia increases, so
does the need for services.
“With close to 12,000 people
living with dementia in
Durham Region, we are
reliant on the IG Wealth
Management Walk for
Alzheimer’s to raise the nec-
essary funds to support our
programs and services for
people living with dementia,
their families and care part-

ners. With the number of
dementia diagnoses expected
to increase in our community,
the demand for our services
has never been greater.” –
Gillian Barrie, CEO (Chief
Executive Officer), Alzheimer
Society Durham Region
More than 250 people have
already registered for the
Walk with more than 300
expected to be in attendance.
This year’s event includes:

The option of a 1km, 3km or
5km accessible walk

Activities for all ages includ-
ing face painting, lawn games,
arts and crafts station

Wall of Inspiration

DJ, entertainment and more!
“We are so grateful for the
outpouring of support we
have received from the com-
munity to help us reach our
$110,00 goal. We are plan-
ning our biggest and best
Walk to date and are looking
forward to a fun-filled morning
with entertainment and activi-
ties for all ages to enjoy” –
Kendel Ferrara, Director of
Philanthropy, Alzheimer
Society Durham Region
To get involved in the IG
Wealth Management Walk for
Alzheimer’s, people are
encouraged to:

Register for the Walk – Sign

up as a team or as an individ-
ual and join dedicated people
like you who are committed to
helping people living with
dementia and their care part-
ners.

Start fundraising - Share
your fundraising page and
your reasons for walking on
social media using the official
hashtag #IGWalkForAlz.
Reach out to your friends,
family, neighbours, and col-
leagues (in person and
online) to ask for support.
“Funds raised from this year’s
Walk will help us grow our
programs such as First Link
Care Navigation, Care

Partner Support Groups and
Counselling, Dementia
Friendly Community training,
Social and Recreation pro-
grams and more! With your
support, we can improve the
quality of life for people living
with dementia and their care
partners today.” –Gillian
Barrie, CEO, Alzheimer
Society Durham Region
Join the Alzheimer Society of
Durham Region for the IG
Wealth Management Walk for
Alzheimer’s on Saturday, May
27, 2023, from 9 a.m. – 12
p.m. at Cullen Central Park in
Whitby.
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