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$250,000 Donation to Bring Advanced Diagnostics to Durham Region

OSHAWA — The Ontario gov-
ernment is welcoming a
$250,000 donation over five
years from Laurentis Energy
Partners, a subsidiary of
Ontario Power Generation
(OPQG), to support the purchase
of a new gamma camera at
Lakeridge Health Oshawa. The
camera is a critical diagnostic
imaging tool that uses medical
isotopes to help detect and
monitor cancer and other life-
threatening illnesses. This
investment will help doctors
diagnose, track, and monitor
disease in over 6,000 patients
every year across Durham
Region and delivers on the gov-
ernment’s plan to leverage the
province’s nuclear advantage to
further position Ontario as a
global leader in nuclear medi-
cine innovation in an increasing-
ly competitive global market.

“This investment is about deliv-
ering faster diagnoses and bet-
ter outcomes for families across
Durham Region,” said Rudy
Cuzzetto, Parliamentary
Assistant to the Minister of
Energy and Mines. “By expand-
ing access to advanced tools
like gamma cameras, we are
helping detect cancer and other
diseases earlier, when it is most
treatable. Backed by Ontario’s
global leadership in medical iso-
topes, this donation strengthens
our ability to connect patients
with the care they need, closer
to home, and reinforces our
commitment to a stronger, more
resilient health care system.”

Ontario is a global leader in
medical isotopes, supporting
8,500 Canadian jobs and saving
lives around the world. With
more than 50 per cent of the
world’s isotopes produced in
Ontario’s CANDU nuclear reac-
tors, isotopes such as molybde-
num-99, yttrium-90, and
lutetium-177 power advanced
imaging technologies like
gamma cameras and play a key
role in detecting, diagnosing,

and treating diseases and ill-
nesses earlier and more effec-
tively. Every year, more than
247,000 Canadians are diag-
nosed with cancer, and two of
every five will develop cancer
during their lifetime, increasing
the demand for precision thera-
pies, including those from med-
ical isotopes.

“This  generous  donation
reflects a natural alignment
between Laurentis Energy

Partners’ expertise in nuclear
innovation and the life-saving
nuclear medicine scans hap-
pening at Lakeridge Health,”
said Yves Gadler, CEO,
Lakeridge Health Foundation.
“By supporting this technology,
Laurentis is helping us raise
more awareness about the
importance of diagnostic imag-
ing and the tools our experts
need to deliver exceptional
patient care, close to home. On
behalf of our Board of Directors,
Foundation team and Lakeridge
Health colleagues — thank you
for advancing health care in
Durham Region and beyond.”
Through the Nuclear Isotope
Innovation Council of Ontario,
the province has an ambitious
plan to double its isotope pro-
duction by 2030 to ensure more
people around the world have
access to the life-saving treat-
ments they need. With the
Darlington Nuclear Generating
Station Refurbishment Project
completed four and a half
months ahead of schedule and
$150 million under budget,
planned nuclear refurbishments
and new builds, as well as the
construction of the G7’s first
small modular reactor (SMR),
Ontario is well positioned to
reach its goal of doubling iso-
tope production over the next
four years to grow its share of
the fast-expanding isotope mar-
ket.

“Investing in this new medical
equipment represents a mean-

ingful step forward in patient
care and | wish to thank
Laurentis Energy Partners for
their generous donation toward
the purchase of a new Gamma
Camera” said Todd McCarthy,
MPP for Durham. “Early detec-
tion and screening for cancer
and other life-threatening ill-
nesses enhances the life-
changing opportunity for an
early diagnosis for patients, and
we are thankful to our communi-
ty partners like Laurentis
Energy for their contributions
that directly improve the health
and well-being of our communi-
ty.”

To support the government’s
plan to protect Ontario, the
province’s first-ever integrated

energy plan, Energy for
Generations, is laying the
groundwork to expand the

province’s nuclear advantage
and deliver on its life sciences
strategy, Taking Sciences to the
Next Level. The plan features
the importance of boosting iso-
tope production, securing sup-
ply chains and building the
skilled workforce needed at the
province’s nuclear reactors,
research facilities and other
specialized companies to
ensure Ontario remains com-
petitive and resilient in the rap-
idly growing global isotope mar-
ket.

Ontario is reinforcing its position
as a global leader in the produc-
tion of life-saving medical iso-
topes, which are an essential
part of modern health care and
are used to diagnose and treat
serious diseases such as can-
cer.

Ontario’s medical isotopes are
produced at the Bruce,
Pickering, and Darlington
nuclear generating stations, as
well as at nuclear research facil-
ities at McMaster University’s
Nuclear Reactor in Hamilton,
and at Canadian Nuclear
Laboratories in Chalk River.

In February 2026, the govern-
ment announced a provincial
loan guarantee through the
Indigenous Opportunities
Financing Program to support a
$250 million investment by
Saugeen Ojibway Nation to
expand their partnership with
Bruce Power to increase the
production of life-saving med-
ical isotopes, strengthening
Indigenous participation and
Ontario’s global leadership in
cancer-fighting treatments.

In December 2025, the govern-
ment announced a $138 million
investment from  AtomVie
Global Radiopharma Inc., a
leading manufacturer of radio-
pharmaceuticals, to expand its
facility in Hamilton. Ontario is
supporting the project with up to
$5 million through the Invest
Ontario Fund, to sustain 131
existing jobs, create 70 new
high-paying  positions and
expand the domestic manufac-
turing capacity of radiopharma-
ceuticals.

"Ontario’s nuclear advantage is
saving lives. Made-in-Ontario
medical isotopes help with early
detection and prevention of can-
cer, afflicting over 200,000
Canadians diagnosed this year
alone. Ontario is a world leader
in nuclear innovation, with an
ambitious plan to double iso-
tope production by 2030. This
contribution  coupled  with
Ontario's plan to double isotope
production will detect cancer
earlier and treat patients faster."
- Stephen Lecce

Minister of Energy and Mines

"On behalf of the province, |
want to thank Laurentis Energy
Partners for this generous con-
tribution to Lakeridge Health.
This investment will directly
support earlier detection, faster
diagnoses, and better outcomes
for patients across Durham
Region. By expanding access to
advanced diagnostic tools like
this gamma camera, more peo-
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ple will be able to start treat-
ment sooner and receive the
care they need, when and
where they need it."

- Sylvia Jones

Deputy Premier and Minister of
Health

"Today’s investment is great
news for patients and families
across Durham Region. By sup-
porting the purchase of a new
gamma camera at Lakeridge
Health Oshawa, our
Government is  improving
access to advanced diagnostic
imaging that helps detect can-
cer earlier and save lives. This
donation will strengthen local
health care capacity and ensure
residents can receive timely,
high-quality care close to
home."

- Lorne Coe, MPP for Whitby

"At Laurentis, we’re proud to
support health care close to
home while advancing life-sav-
ing innovation. The exceptional
care delivered by Lakeridge
Health is strengthened by
advanced diagnostic tools like
gamma cameras, powered by
medical isotopes like those we
produce right here in Durham
Region. This investment reflects
our commitment to supporting
Lakeridge Health and improving
access to timely, high-quality
care for patients and families
when they need it most."

- Leslie McWilliams

Laurentis President and CEO
Gamma cameras are Vvital
nuclear medicine imaging
devices used to detect, stage,
and monitor cancer by identify-
ing high metabolic activity in
tumors. They detect gamma
rays emitted from injected trac-
ers (e.g., Technetium-99m,
lodine-123) to create detailed
images of tissues, including thy-
roid, bone, and breast cancers,

assisting in early diagnosis and
assessing treatment efficacy.
How Gamma Cameras Help
Detect Cancer

High Sensitivity to Tumors:
Radioactive tracers are injected
into the patient and accumulate
in cancer cells, which emit, or
"shine," more than surrounding
healthy tissue on the imaging
scan.

Breast Cancer Specificity:
Breast-specific gamma imaging
(BSGI) can detect lesions as
small as and is particularly use-
ful for finding cancer in dense
breast tissue that might be hid-
den on a mammogram.

Staging and Spread: Gamma
cameras assist in cancer stag-
ing by identifying if and where
cancer has spread, including
sentinel lymph node mapping,
which finds the first place can-
cer might spread in melanoma
and breast cancer.

Treatment Monitoring: By com-
paring scans over time, doctors
can monitor if a tumor is shrink-
ing and determine how well a
treatment plan is working.

Key Applications

Bone Scans: Identifying
metastatic bone cancer by
detecting abnormal bone activi-
ty.

Thyroid Imaging: Detecting thy-
roid dysfunction and nodules.
Functional Mapping: Providing
data on organ function, not just
structure, for cancers in the thy-
roid, stomach, and kidneys.
Key Benefits

Early Detection: Advanced cam-
eras can identify small, early-
stage cancers (e.g., non-palpa-
ble cancers smaller than
improving treatment success
rates.

Precise Location: They help
map the precise location of
tumors for targeted treatment.
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