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So now that you are tagged and released, what are we to expect
next?
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As we continue to deal with the worst pandemic of this century,
Covid-19, we need to remember one of the greatest tragedies of
the last century, which was WWII. This was one of the greatest
challenges to humankind and to democracy. The time has come to
reflect on this event, in order to avoid a repetition of it in any shape
or form.
We need to protect our basic rights of freedom and democracy,
especially our freedom of speech which is under siege from many
sides.
In each year we commemorate Victory in Europe Day, also known as V-E Day. On May 8, 1945
Nazi Germany unconditionally surrendered to the Allied Forces of the Second World War. This
day in history marked the end of World War II in Europe, although the war would continue in the
Pacific Theater of Operations.
V-E Day marked the end of most of the fighting in Europe, where tens of millions of service
members and civilians had been killed since the start of hostilities. The second world war was
the deadliest conflict in human history, which saw 50 to 85 million fatalities.
This year we celebrated the 76th anniversary of V-E day and because of the issues around the
Covid-19 pandemic it seems that this anniversary was relegated to back stage.
We need to remember that the defeat of Nazi Germany was a great success for democracy and
freedom. We need to remember and be grateful for the sacrifices made by millions of people to
ensure that in today's world we can enjoy relative peace, progress and stability.
It seems however, that there are many challenges ahead, and the forces of darkness are again
trying to raise their ugly heads under several incarnations.
So let us take a closer look at the events leading to V-E day in Europe. After six years of heavy
fighting in Europe, Nazi Germany was finally defeated on 8th of May 1945 by the allied forces,
lead by the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada and the Soviet Union (most of today's
Russia).
The countries in Western Europe mark the victory in Europe on May 8th. May 9th was chosen
in the Soviet Union (Russia today), as it was already the next day when the German military
surrendered to the Soviet Union and its Allies in Berlin late in the evening of May 8th 1945.
We need to remember that during the course of the Second World War, over one million
Canadians served in places like the North Atlantic Ocean, Italy, Hong Kong, the Netherlands,
France, and Germany.
One in eleven Canadians had participated and 42,000 were killed (2,024 in the Navy, 22,917 in
the Army, and 17,101 in the Air Force). It was a long and arduous war whose end was long
awaited.
When Victory in Europe Day (VE-Day) was declared on May 8, 1945, excited celebrations
spilled into the streets and neighbourhoods throughout the world, including Canada.
Prime Minister Mackenzie King, in San Francisco at the time, wrote in his diary, "this has been
a good day- a happy day… one in which the burden has been greatly lightened from the knowledge that Nazi militarism has, at last, been destroyed."
Not everyone was at home to celebrate. Around 200,000 members of the First Canadian Army
were still in Europe at the time of VE-Day. In addition, over 35 Royal Canadian Air Force
(RCAF) fighter and fighter-bomber squadrons as well as more than 250 Royal Canadian Navy
(RCN) warships were abroad when victory in Europe was officially declared. Hundreds of those
naval and air force personnel joined the revelries in Britain and France.
Many European cities, especially those in England, had been perpetually blacked out for nearly 5 years due to the impending threat of air raids by the enemy. On VE-Day, lights were free to
shine again, and this added to the enthusiastic atmosphere.
Despite all the jubilance, the deaths of millions and the horrors of war tempered the spirits of
many. Communities across Canada were deeply affected by the tragic loss of their young men
and women. Many found themselves widows and widowers. The small town of Sackville, New
Brunswick witnessed 350 of their men enlist-ten per cent of their population-of whom 33 died.
For many town residents, VE-Day became a day for remembrance and reflection rather than
celebration.
Canada's involvement in the Second World War was costly. In addition to the 42,000 military
personnel who died, 54,000 were wounded, and of the volunteer merchant civilians, 1,600 gave
their lives for the cause. For those returning home from serving abroad, the experience represented a completed chapter, both in their own lives and in the history of Canada; they relished
the long-awaited opportunity to build normal, better lives for themselves, and a better nation for
Canadians.
Victory day is about remembering those who gave their lives to achieve the victory we have
enjoyed for almost four generations against the forces of evil.
We cannot allow those who would oppress us to succeed, making a mockery of the supreme
sacrifice our ancestors made for us during World War II!
It has been said that freedom is not free. Truer words were never spoken. Throughout history there have been those who would take freedom from the independent, the individual, the type
of person who succeeds by his/her own efforts.
For generations North America has been the beacon of freedom to the rest of the world, but in
the last half century that beacon has been slowly fading. Our beloved Canada is fast approaching the point where the torch of freedom will totally fade. Indeed, the time has come for
Canadians to once again stand up for the freedoms that our ancestors gave their very lives to
defend during World War II.
We need to stand up against the tyranny of incompetence in leadership, political correctness at
the expense of merit, and the stripping away of our individual freedoms under the guise of political expediency.
Are you willing to stand up and be counted?
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