
When communities are free of
gun and gang violence, more
families thrive and more busi-
nesses prosper. That's why
the Government of Canada's
Initiative to Take Action
Against Gun and Gang
Violence is focused on smart
solutions to make our commu-
nities safer.
The Honourable Ralph
Goodale, Minister of Public
Safety and Emergency
Preparedness and the
Honourable Bill Blair, Minister
of Border Security and
Organized Crime Reduction,
announced an investment of
$86 million to help the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police
(RCMP) and the Canada
Border Services Agency
(CBSA) combat gun and gang
violence.
Over five years, $51.5 million
will be provided to the CBSA
to help prevent firearms from
coming into the country ille-
gally. The CBSA will invest in
an all-weather detector dog
training facility, deploy new
dog teams at key highway
crossings, expand x-ray tech-
nology at postal centers and
air cargo facilities, and pro-
vide training on the detection
of concealed goods in vehi-
cles crossing our borders. 
$34.5 million over five years
will be used to enhance the
RCMP's new Integrated
Criminal Firearms Initiative
(ICFI). The ICFI includes
building capacity for investiga-
tions, training, inspections,
technology, and intelligence.

At the Summit on Gun and
Gang Violence, convened by
the Government of Canada
earlier this year, experts
attested that, to end gun and
gang violence, governments
must adopt a holistic

approach, supporting preven-
tion, gang exit, and enforce-
ment initiatives, and taking
into account that Canada's
many regions and communi-
ties face distinct challenges
that require distinct solutions.
The summit also heard that
law enforcement, whether at
the border or across Canada,
must have the capacity, the
information, and the tools they
need to keep Canadians safe.
Recognizing that a coopera-
tive approach will be critical to
success, the Government of
Canada is making funding of
over $200 million available to
provinces and territories in
order to respond to their spe-
cific needs. Funding will also
be provided to organizations
that serve vulnerable popula-
tions at risk of joining gangs
and becoming involved in gun
violence.
Quotes
"Criminal gun and gang vio-
lence is a grave threat to the
safety and prosperity of our
communities. Giving law
enforcement the resources
they need to stop it is a critical
part of the solution. Today's
announcement will allow the
RCMP and CBSA to take sig-
nificant steps forward in the
fight against gun and gang
violence."
- The Honourable Ralph
Goodale, Minister of Public
Safety and Emergency
Preparedness
"Gun and gang violence has
no place in Canada. Tackling
illegal trafficking of firearms is
an important first step in erad-
icating gun and gang vio-
lence. Our frontline law
enforcement officers in the
CBSA and RCMP do extraor-
dinary work. We heard direct-
ly from law enforcement that
this funding will help intercept

and stop the flow of illegal
firearms as well as gather
greater intelligence on gangs
that will be used to disrupt
their movements and activi-
ties. We know if our officers
have the tools they need, they
will keep us safe."
The Honourable Bill Blair,
Minister of Border Security
and Organized Crime
Reduction
Quick Facts

This funding will be provid-
ed as part of the broader
Initiative to Take Action
Against Gun and Gang
Violence (ITAAGGV)
announced by Minister
Goodale in November 2017.

It will increase law enforce-
ment support, intelligence-
sharing and interdicting smug-
gled firearms. In 2017, the
Canada Border Services
Agency had 467 seizures of
firearms, which was an
increase of nearly 19 per cent
from the overall number of
firearms seized in 2016.

In 2017, the rate of violent
firearm offences increased for
the third year in a row to
2,734, an increase of 7 per
cent over the previous year.

Public Safety Canada will
work closely with Statistics
Canada to improve data col-
lection on gang-related crimi-
nal incidents. 
Just this week Durham
Regional Police cautioned 
teens for carrying 5eplica
handguns.
Two males were cautioned
after bringing two realistic-
looking handguns into a
Bowmanville high school yes-
terday.
On Wednesday, November 7,
2018, at approximately 1:30
p.m., police were called to
Bowmanville High School
after two males were seen in
the school with possible hand-
guns in the waistband of their
pants. As a result, three
schools in the area were put
in “Hold and Secure” condi-
tions.  

The two males were seen
leaving the school and they
were located at a residence
nearby. The two youths were

placed into custody and offi-
cers seized two pellet guns,
which had the appearance of
real handguns. One of the

males was charged with Fail
to Comply with
Recognizance.
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