
Oshawa - with the closing of
GM on the near horizon.
Oshawa new  municipal gov-
ernment this past week was
faced with another major deci-
sion.

During last Thursday night's
meeting at city hall, Oshawa
council voted to allow private
cannabis retail stores to run in
the city.

During Thursday night's meet-

ing at city hall, Oshawa coun-
cil voted to allow private
cannabis retail stores to run in
the city.

Oshawa council has high
expectations for how local
cannabis stores could benefit
the city after it voted to host
pot shops.

This leaving many local mer-
chants fumming.   If Oshawa
has learned anything about

drug distribution is that there
is a stigma and image issue.

This leaving our downtown to
becoming a pot head heaven.
People from all over will be
coming to Oshawa for the
wrong reason.  Primarily to
purchase cannabis.

At a special meeting at city
hall Thursday night, council
voted 7-4 in favour of allowing
private retail cannabis stores

in Oshawa, Ont., instead of
the other option on the table
— opting out, or prohibiting,
this type of business in the
city.

Durham-based cannabis con-
sultant Marko Ivancicevic is
crossing his fingers that he’ll
be able to open his own
cannabis shop in Oshawa.

He says he has submitted his
expression of interest to the
Alcohol and Gaming
Commission of Ontario, which
regulates Ontario’s retail
cannabis outlets and will be
randomly picking the winning
applicants Friday.

“I’m very excited,” said
Ivancicevic. “To finally have
the ability to potentially open a
store in what I see as my
home is a great feeling to
have.”

This brings to question the
motive of council.  Was this
just an economic decision
without real consultation of
the public at large since the
City is in dire need of cash?

Oshawa’s mayor, Dan Carter,
was contacted on the council
decision, but he was unavail-
able for an interview.

Many are questioning the new
mayor ability to lead as he has
done nothing to save Oshawa
GM plant.  Many are now see-
ing the choice for mayor as a
weak one.

Others for many other issues
have attempted to contact the
mayors office and Carter does
not seem to be available for
the general public.

In deciding which option to
choose, council considered
the results of a recent city sur-
vey, in which 62 per cent of
people said ‘yes’ to hosting
cannabis stores in the city.
Many said the benefits
include economic opportuni-
ties and job creation, accord-
ing to a public report.

The nearly 40 per cent of peo-
ple who shot down the idea of
having private cannabis
stores in Oshawa cited rea-
sons such as increased

access to cannabis by youth
and negative impacts on the
city’s reputation.

This report is highly criticized
as the number of people con-
sulted was very small and not
a representation of the popu-
lation at large.

Some local merchants are
screaming foul as they were
never contacted for input on
the matter.  This leaving many
wondering who the city con-
tacted and why the rush to
expedite open market sale of
pot.

One hypothesis is that the
cash strapped city is banking
on getting money from the
Provincial and Federal gov-
ernment to assist in the transi-
tion.  Basicaly free money
from Trudeau to facilitate the
opening of shops and subse-
quent affects of the trade.

Many are wondering where
Oshawa is heading.  We
appear to have no municipal
leadership.
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At The Oshawa Central Newspaper we understand the
growing public concern for the environment.  We do our part
by forecasting the demand of the papers published, based
on our sales performance records.  By forecasting the quan-
tities we are able to determine the amount required to pub-
lish.   This way we eliminate recycling and assure that every-
one that receives a copy will want one to read.  Any
Newspapers that are not sold are delivered  throughout the
City on a promotional basis.  In most cases the free papers
will be a day or two old.   If you want Oshawa’s Number One
Newspaper delivered to your door on time every Monday do
your part and subscribe today,  like the many of your neigh-
bors.  If you like to pick up a copy.  They are available in most
local stores.
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PRIVATE CANNABIS SHOPS

Investigators
Arrest

Suspect for
Violent

Crimes in
the GTA

The Durham Regional Police
Robbery Unit, West Division
Criminal Investigation Bureau, with
the assistance of the Waterloo
Regional Police Service, executed
a search warrant in Cambridge
arresting several parties and seiz-
ing a quantity of drugs, ammunition
and cash.
The DRPS initiated a criminal
investigation dubbed Project
Williams after several violent rob-
beries occurred in the fall of 2018.
The 17-year-old suspect was want-
ed for a violent home invasion on
Tragunna Lane in Ajax, two armed
robberies, one at a convenience
store on Massyfield Gate in
Markham and the other at a
Subway store on Kingston Road in
Pickering.On Thursday, January
17, 2019, investigators executed a
search warrant at a residence on
Duke Street in Cambridge and
arrested the suspect and multiple
parties. Investigators seized a
quantity of cannabis, methamphet-
amine, ammunition, cash and an
imitation handgun. Police seized
approximately $18,000 in cash and
the total value of the drugs seized
is just over $20,000.
A 17-year-old male from Ajax faces
43 charges in relation to the violent
incidents in Durham Region and
the GTA. He was held for a bail
hearing.
Dennis RODRIGUEZ, age 24 of
Scott Road in Cambridge, Aja
MOONEY, age 21 of Duke Street in
Cambridge, Brandon BECKER,
age 21 of No Fixed Address, Lloyd
RENOLDS, age 22 of No Fixed
Address, Tyler CRAIG, age 20, of
No Fixed Address are all charged
with Possess Cannabis for the
Purpose of Distribution and
Property Obtained by Crime
Exceeding $5,000.


