
Ottawa, ON –  Pierre Paul-
Hus, Shadow Minister for
Public Safety and Emergency
Preparedness, and Glen
Motz, Deputy Shadow
Minister for Public Safety and
Emergency Preparedness,
today issued the following
statement regarding the
Trudeau government’s
repeated refusal to release

documents related to the
Firearms Reference Table:

“Justin Trudeau has repeated-
ly failed to be open and trans-
parent with Canadians. Now
he would rather go to court
than release documents that
simply lay out the classifica-
tion of all firearms in Canada.
What is the Prime Minister try-
ing to hide? 

“The documents that have
been requested are already
widely shared with interna-
tional law enforcement part-
ners and firearms industry
groups. However, despite a
ruling from the Information
Commissioner, the Liberals
are refusing to provide them

to Canadians. 

“Justin Trudeau has shown a
complete disrespect for law
abiding firearms owners by
adding increased regulations
and red tape though Bill C-71.
This is just another example
of the Liberals’ unwillingness
to stand up and support
Canada’s firearms owners.

“Canada’s Conservatives will
always stand up for law abid-
ing firearms owners. We are
calling on the Prime Minister
to follow the ruling from the
Information Commissioner
and immediately release all
documents related to the
Firearms Reference Table.”

The trend in housing starts was
206,981 units in December
2018, compared to 212,338
units in November 2018, accord-
ing to Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation (CMHC).
This trend measure is a six-
month moving average of the
monthly seasonally adjusted
annual rates (SAAR) of housing
starts.
"The national trend in housing
starts decreased in December,
the fifth decline in the last six
months," said Bob Dugan,
CMHC's chief economist.
"Reflecting these recent
declines, total annual housing
starts in 2018 were lower than in
2017, as lower single-detached
starts more than offset a slight
increase in multi-family starts
this year. Nonetheless, total
housing starts remain elevated
when compared to historical
averages."
Monthly Highlights
Vancouver

Housing starts in the Vancouver
Census Metropolitan Area
(CMA) continued trending lower
in December 2018, ending the
year with an 11% decrease com-
pared to 2017 despite that rental
units rose by 40% in response to
a tight rental market. City of
Vancouver's rental and condo
sectors are the top two drivers to
the annual housing starts.
Surrey led the overall decline
with housing starts down by 27%
in 2018.
Victoria
Total year-to-date housing starts
initiated in Metro Victoria
reached a level not seen since
1976 in December. Rental units
were half of all housing starts in
2018 in response to heightened
rental demand and low vacancy
rates.
Edmonton
Edmonton housing starts trend-
ed lower in December as inven-
tory levels remained elevated.
On an annual basis, Edmonton

starts were 12% below 2017 lev-
els, which reflects lower demand
driven by the current economic
climate in Alberta. Starts for all
types of units were lower, except
for row units, which grew by
13%.
Regina
December total housing starts
trended lower due to a decline in
multi-family construction. In
2018, housing starts in the
Regina CMA declined by 41% to
1,139 units from 1,923 in 2017.
Single-detached starts declined
by 47%, while multi-family starts
were lower by 37%, compared to
the previous year. A weak labour
market, tighter credit market
conditions, rising construction
costs and elevated resale supply
- all combined to reduce demand
for newly constructed homes.

Kingston
Kingston recorded the highest
number of starts in any given
month since September 2013.

Rental apartments accounted for
77% of total starts in December.
These new rental units will con-
tribute needed supply to the
market, as the apartment vacan-
cy rate in Kingston has been
trending lower since 2016. The
total number of housing starts in
2018 was significantly above the
5-year average, with gains for all
dwelling types.
Toronto
In 2018, the Toronto CMA saw
the most apartment starts ever
recorded and overall housing
starts were up 6% from a year
ago. High prices, borrowing
costs, and a widening price gap
with resale market alternatives
weighed down significantly on
single-detached starts, which
were the lowest in almost four
decades. The deteriorating
affordability for low-rise homes
has fueled the demand for rela-
tively affordable higher-density
housing.
Hamilton
Annual housing starts in
Hamilton CMA were the highest
since 2004, despite the trend
measure moving down in
December. Apartment starts
were primarily responsible for
the high number of overall hous-
ing starts in 2018, having
reached their highest level in
over 40 years. In 2018, more
buyers gravitated to less expen-
sive homes and competition for
vacant rental units intensified,
both of which led to greater
demand for new apartments.
The appetite for new apartments
was widespread across
Hamilton CMA in 2018, occur-
ring in each of three major mar-
kets, Burlington, Hamilton and
Grimsby.
Brantford
A high number of housing starts
for December helped annual
starts to surpass the 700 mark
for just the second time in the
past ten years. The price point of
new low-rise homes in Brantford
attracted more growing families
and empty nesters from nearby
Hamilton and West GTA markets
compared to most years. Single-
detached starts rebounded from
a slow 2017, while row starts

continued to trend up to their
highest level since CMHC began
tracking starts activity in
Brantford over 40 years ago.
Montréal
Housing starts in the Montréal
area increased slightly in 2018
compared to 2017 (+1%). The
decline recorded in the construc-
tion of condos (-6%) during this
period was more than offset by
rental apartment starts (+8%)
which hit a 30-year record high.
Just under half of all housing
starts in the Montreal CMA in
2018 were intended for the
rental market, including starts of
rental retirement homes.
However, most rental starts were
intended for the larger non-
retirement home sector.
Relatively low vacancy rates, the
aging population, and stronger
demand from young households
were likely all factors that stimu-
lated residential construction in
the rental market segment.
Province of Québec
The total number of housing
starts in Quebec's urban areas
in 2018 was practically the same
as in 2017. Residential construc-
tion in the past year continued to
be supported by multi-unit hous-
ing starts, a large part of which
were rental housing units. This
was the case notably in Montréal
and Québec. Overall, the growth
in the supply of apartments in
the province was stimulated by
the aging of the population and
by immigration.
Halifax
Total housing starts in Halifax
picked up pace in December
due to a rise in apartment con-
struction. By year-end 2018,
multiples starts were up 6%
compared to 2017 figures, driv-
en by strong rental demand and
migration. Apartment construc-
tion in 2018 was predominantly
located in the suburban markets
of Hammonds Plains and
Mainland North, as well as on
the Halifax Peninsula.
Prince Edward Island (PEI)
Total housing starts in PEI were
156% higher in December com-
pared to a year ago. Singles
were up by 9% and multiples by
347%, which contributed directly

to the considerable monthly
increase. This was driven by
new multi-unit apartment and
seniors' condo projects, in reac-
tion to a near zero vacancy rate
on the Island. For 2018, total
starts were up 26%, driven pri-
marily by strong job growth and
positive international immigra-
tion throughout the year. 
CMHC uses the trend measure
as a complement to the monthly
SAAR of housing starts to
account for considerable swings
in monthly estimates and obtain
a more complete picture of
Canada's housing market. In
some situations analyzing only
SAAR data can be misleading,
as they are largely driven by the
multi-unit segment of the market
which can vary significantly from
one month to the next.
The standalone monthly SAAR
of housing starts for all areas in
Canada was 213,419 units in
December, down from 224,349
units in November. The SAAR of
urban starts decreased by 5.8%
in December to 194,594 units.
Multiple urban starts decreased
by 6.8% to 144,728 units in
December while single-
detached urban starts
decreased by 2.6% to 49,866
units.
Rural starts were estimated at a
seasonally adjusted annual rate
of 18,825 units.
Preliminary Housing Starts data
are also available in English and
French through our website and
through CMHC's Housing
Market Information Portal. Our
analysts are also available to
provide further insight into their
respective markets.
As Canada's authority on hous-
ing, CMHC contributes to the
stability of the housing market
and financial system, provides
support for Canadians in hous-
ing need, and offers objective
housing research and informa-
tion to Canadian governments,
consumers and the housing
industry.
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Canadian Housing Starts Trend Decreases in December

Trudeau Fails to be
Transparent with Canadians


