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COMMUNITY LEADERS SPEAK ON 
TRUMP’S TARIFF WAR 

 
It appears that all community leaders are up in arms due to the recent 
announcement of Tariff attack.  Regional Chair John Henry: 
“We’re deeply disappointed by the United States’ decision to proceed with tar-
geted 50 per cent tariffs on Canadian goods. At a time when businesses and 
workers on both sides of the border benefit from a strong economic partner-
ship, these measures create uncertainty and put additional pressure on com-
munities that rely on cross-border trade. 
We stand with the federal government’s response and support measures to 
defend Canadian interests, workers and industries, and our top priority is pro-
tecting Durham Region businesses. To support these efforts, we’re bringing 
together the Durham Economic Task Force to assess the impact on business-
es across Durham, explore ways partners can work together to provide sup-
port and ensure businesses have access to timely information and resources.  
I encourage residents to support local businesses, choose Canadian-made 
products whenever possible and invest in the people that drive Durham 
Region’s economy.”   
Clarington Mayor Adrian Foster: “We stand strong with our business com-
munity against these unjustified and senseless trade tariffs.  For decades, the 
strength of Canada and the United States has depended on shared economic 
partnerships. Canadians and local businesses deserve better. 
Clarington continues to prioritize local procurement through the Clarington 
Vendor Directory, which connects local businesses with municipal opportuni-
ties. We buy local, buy Ontario, buy Canadian, whenever we can through pro-
curement policies. 
Oshawa Mayor Dan Carter: “The City of Oshawa is disappointed by the 
breakdown in trade negotiations between Canada and the United States and 
the resulting tariffs now being imposed on Canadian goods. These measures 
create uncertainty for businesses, workers and families on both sides of the 
border and will be felt across industries that have long benefited from a strong 
and mutually beneficial trading relationship..” 
Whitby Mayor Elizabeth Roy:  “Today’s remarks from Premier Doug Ford 
underscore the seriousness of the escalating trade dispute with the United 
States and the need for all levels of government to stand together in defence 
of Canadian workers and businesses.” 
Ajax Mayor Shaun Collier:  “It’s one threat after another from the President. 
Now he wants to rename Lake Ontario “Lake America”? It’s not only absurd, 
it’s an insult to the history and identity of the communities like Ajax who share 
this Great Lake. This trade war may be about power for the President, but for 
local businesses, it’s about uncertainty, rising costs and real anxiety.” 
Pickering Mayor Kevin Ashe:  “Recent developments in Canada-U.S. trade 
relations continue to create uncertainty for businesses, workers, and commu-
nities across the country, including here in Pickering. 
As the federal and provincial governments introduce new and expanded tariff 
relief programs and economic support measures, the City is actively evaluat-
ing these opportunities and working with Durham Region, local business 
organizations, and industry partners to help connect businesses with avail-
able funding, resources, and assistance.” 
Scugog Mayor Wilma Wotten:  “Canada and the United States have long 
built their economic success on collaboration, shared prosperity, and strong 
cross-border partnerships. We cannot afford to lose sight of that. The recent 
U.S. tariff announcement and Canada’s response will have real impacts on 
businesses and families here in Scugog..” 


