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Canada Needs a Growth Agenda,  
Not a Management Strategy 

 
by Maj (ret’d) CORNELIU, CHISU, CD, PMSC 

FEC, CET, P.Eng. 
Former Member of Parliament 
    Pickering-Scarborough East    

   Canada is facing a difficult economic reality. While the country has 
avoided the severe recessions that many feared in recent years, 

Canadians are increasingly feeling poorer, not richer. Housing affordability remains out of 
reach for many young families. Productivity growth has stagnated. Business investment 
has weakened. Government debt has increased. And our traditional economic advan-
tages—abundant natural resources, access to global markets, a skilled workforce, and 
political stability—are not translating into the prosperity they once did. 
The challenge facing Canada is not merely cyclical; it is increasingly structural. The coun-
try needs more than careful economic management. It needs a national growth agenda. 
For decades, Canadians have been accustomed to steady improvements in living stan-
dards. Each generation expected to enjoy greater prosperity than the one before. Today, 
that assumption is no longer guaranteed. Real GDP per capita, one of the most important 
measures of economic well-being, has struggled to keep pace with population growth. 
Many Canadians are working harder while finding it more difficult to purchase a home, 
save for retirement, or support their families. 
At the heart of the problem lies Canada's productivity challenge. 
Productivity may sound like an abstract economic term, but it is ultimately the foundation 
of higher wages and improved living standards. A worker equipped with better tools, tech-
nology, infrastructure, and training can produce more value. When productivity rises, 
wages can rise without creating inflation. 
Unfortunately, Canada has fallen behind many of its peers in productivity growth. 
Business investment per worker has lagged behind that of the United States. Companies 
are investing less in machinery, technology, research, and innovation. Too much capital is 
flowing into existing real estate rather than into productive enterprises that generate long-
term economic growth. 
This trend should concern policymakers across the political spectrum. 
The solution is not simply to spend more public money. Governments cannot subsidize 
their way to prosperity indefinitely. Instead, Canada must create conditions that encourage 
investment, innovation, and entrepreneurship. 
One obvious area for improvement is infrastructure. Major projects in Canada often take 
years, sometimes decades, to move from concept to construction. Whether it is a mine, 
port expansion, electricity transmission corridor, nuclear facility, transportation project, or 
housing development, approval processes have become increasingly complex and time-
consuming. 
Environmental protection remains essential, but regulatory systems must also recognize 
the economic costs of delay. A project that takes fifteen years to approve may effectively 
be denied. Canada must find a better balance between environmental stewardship and 
economic development. 
Housing presents another major challenge. The affordability crisis is not simply a social 
issue; it is an economic issue. When workers cannot afford to live near employment cen-
tres, labour mobility suffers. Businesses struggle to attract talent. Young families delay 
important life decisions. Economic growth becomes constrained. 
The answer is straightforward, even if implementation is difficult: build more housing. 
Municipal approval processes must be streamlined. Infrastructure investments must sup-
port new development. Governments at all levels must work together to increase housing 
supply rather than merely managing demand. 
Canada must also confront once and for all its fragmented internal market. It is often eas-
ier for Canadian companies to export goods to foreign countries than to sell them across 
provincial borders. This reality would be almost unbelievable to outsiders. 
Interprovincial trade barriers increase costs, reduce competition, and limit economic 
opportunity. Removing these barriers should be a national priority. A country of nearly forty 
million people should function as a single economic market. 
Energy policy represents another area where Canada possesses enormous untapped 
potential. Canada is one of the world's leading producers of energy and critical minerals. 
These resources are essential not only for today's economy but also for the energy tran-
sition technologies of tomorrow. 
 
Yet Canada frequently struggles to bring projects into production. Investors face uncer-
tainty. Regulatory processes are lengthy. Political debates often discourage long-term 
investment. 
Canada does not need to choose between environmental responsibility and economic 
growth. Modern technology, strong regulatory oversight, and rigorous environmental stan-
dards can support both objectives. What Canada needs is the confidence to develop its 
resources responsibly while ensuring that the resulting prosperity benefits all Canadians. 
The same principle applies to critical minerals. As countries compete to secure supplies 
of lithium, nickel, cobalt, copper, uranium, and rare earth elements, Canada possesses 
significant strategic advantages. These resources should form part of a comprehensive 
national economic strategy that strengthens both prosperity and national security. 
Education and skills development must also remain central to Canada's future. The global 
economy increasingly rewards innovation, scientific expertise, engineering talent, and 
technological capability. Canada has world-class universities and research institutions, but 
more must be done to connect research with commercialization and industrial develop-
ment. 
As a professional engineer, I have long believed that nations prosper when they value sci-
ence, technology, engineering, and mathematics. Technical expertise should play a 
greater role in politics, public policy, economic planning, and national decision-making. 
Canada should also recognize that economic growth and national security are increasing-
ly interconnected. A country that cannot build infrastructure efficiently, produce critical 
resources, or maintain industrial capacity will find it more difficult to defend its interests in 
an increasingly competitive world. 
 
Economic strength remains the foundation of national strength.

 

NO PARK 
MEANS  

NO PARK 
By Joe Ingino 

 Am I the only one who sees it?  
Our city is in a dangerous posi-
tion.  We have a downtown that is 
nothing short of a makeshift war 
zone.   From the many homeless 
individuals, prostitutes, drug deal-
ers, and criminal elements to the 
open public drug use, the situa-
tion continues to deteriorate. 
Businesses are closing at an 
alarming rate.   A few token busi-
nesses that do open soon discov-
er they are in over their heads.  
No parking and no walk-in traffic 
lead to one reality: NO BUSI-
NESS. 
I have been a critical watchdog 
for the past 35 years, slowly 
watching one administration after 
another fail to recognize what 
was happening.  It started during 
the Nancy Diamond era.  
Her political alliance was with the 

Oshawa Centre.  The goal was to keep the mall as the primary place to shop while slowly draining 
the downtown core.   Since then, one administration after another has continued to erode the quality 
of life downtown.  From incompetent councillors to councils with no vision or understanding of the 
future of our downtown, the decline has been steady.  
Mayors have come and gone, many with no clear vision for the core beyond copycat pipe dreams 
that led nowhere.   The combination of senior housing and student-focused developments simply 
failed.  I ran for office to improve the downtown core.  I am still operating the only successful down-
town "shop local" initiative since 2018. Unfortunately, it is not enough.  My plan was to tear down the 
Four Corners and erect a minimum 60-storey complex with ample parking for residents and visitors.  
I envisioned creating an indoor downtown bridge connecting all four corners to compensate for winter 
weather.   The concept would enclose the Four Corners while still allowing traffic flow, creating a 
showcase destination similar to what exists on the Las Vegas Strip.  We have to provide value to vis-
itors.  We have to give people a purpose and a reason to come downtown. We also need to increase 
pedestrian traffic.  Those are all things we currently lack.  The two downtown councillors do not have 
the life experience necessary to achieve even a fraction of what is needed.  
One spends more time and tax-
payer dollars maliciously perse-
cuting and prosecuting local 
downtown businesses, while the 
other lives in an arts-and-culture 
make-believe utopian world that 
simply does not exist.  How can 
anyone justify spending $10 mil-
lion on a downtown park?This 
same council has no understand-
ing of marketing or promotion.  
They want to charge visitors for 
parking at Lakeview Park. 
Wonder why we lost Ribfest? 
Wonder why we lost Oshawa's 
annual car show at Lakeview?  
The "No Park, No Parking" men-
tality will soon become a pathetic 
reality. People will simply stop 
going to the park because they 
may be in violation of a bylaw and 
face a fine.   As it stands, you can-
not really picnic, bring a large 
family gathering, or enjoy an 
extended visit without worrying 
about restrictions. The list of 
things you "can't do" is long.Is this 
how we welcome visitors? No. 
This is how we turn a park into a 
homeless encampment.  People 
will flock from all over to camp 
out, knowing the police will not 
arrest them and bylaw officers will 
never collect the fines.Now, don't 
get me wrong. I am pro-Oshawa. 
I have approached the city many 
times with ideas and investors, 
only to receive the same result.In 
2026, we have the opportunity to 
replace two insiders: Tito-Dante 
Marimpietri and Jim Lee.  These 
are two councillors who, in my 
opinion, have done little to 
improve Oshawa during their 
terms and are now expected to be 
rewarded with higher-paying posi-
tions to do more of the same.  
Come on. There has to be some-
one out there who can lead our 
city. Our future depends on it.  
We cannot afford to waste our 
votes on career politicians.


