
DURHAM — Two disturbing 
hate-related cases involving 
two different faith communi-
ties in the same week have 
shaken Durham Region and 
prompted police, municipal 
leaders and faith representa-
tives to issue a united warn-
ing: hate, threats and intimi-
dation will not be tolerated. 
Durham Regional Police Chief 
Peter Moreira spoke publicly 
after investigators announced 
two separate arrests connect-
ed to alleged hatred and 
threats targeting Durham’s 
Jewish and Muslim communi-
ties. 
One case involved an alleged 
threat to carry out a shooting 
at a synagogue. 
The second involved allega-
tions that a Whitby man pro-
moted anti-Muslim hatred and 
violence online.   
The incidents are separate 
investigations, but their 
appearance within days of 
each other has heightened 
concern across Durham 
Region. 
Chief Moreira did not mince 
words.   “Hate, in any form, 
has no place in Durham 
Region.”  He acknowledged 
the fear these incidents can 
create, not only for the individ-
uals directly involved, but for 
entire families, religious 
organizations and communi-
ties. 
DRPS says reports of hate 
incidents and hate crimes are 
taken seriously and investi-

gated thoroughly.  Police also 
say officers continue to work 
closely with affected commu-
nities while gathering intelli-
gence and adjusting patrols 
and operational responses 
when necessary. 
The first case came to public 
attention after police investi-
gated alleged online threats 
involving a Durham syna-
gogue. 
DRPS said its Hate Crime 
Unit received information from 
another law-enforcement 
agency concerning messages 
posted online.  Investigators 
identified a suspect and exe-
cuted a search warrant at a 
Whitby residence. 
A 19-year-old Whitby man 
was arrested and charged in 
connection with alleged 
threats to carry out a shooting 
at a synagogue.  The allega-
tions have not been proven in 
court.  The incident immedi-
ately raised security concerns 
within Durham’s Jewish com-
munity, particularly during the 
Jewish High Holidays. 
Police increased their pres-
ence around Jewish places of 
worship and community gath-
ering locations.Rabbi Tzali 
Borenstein of the Chabad 
Jewish Centre of Durham 
Region described the alleged 
threat as deeply unsettling. 
But his message to the com-
munity was one of resilience 
rather than retreat. 
He said Durham’s Jewish 
community would continue 

gathering, worshipping and 
celebrating. 
“Our response to antisemitism 
will not be to retreat or hide.” 
The rabbi encouraged fami-
lies to continue attending 
community celebrations and 
religious events while working 
with police on safety and 
security. 
His message was simple: fear 
would not be allowed to drive 
the community away. 
Just days later, police 
announced another arrest.  
This time, investigators 
alleged that a Whitby man 
was using social media to pro-
mote hatred and violence 
against Muslims. 
Police said the suspect oper-
ated online under the name 
“Sean Strife” and allegedly 
encouraged violence and 
harm directed at the Muslim 
community. 
A 57-year-old Whitby man 
was arrested and charged. 
He was held for a bail hearing. 
Those allegations have also 
not been proven in court. 
Following the arrest, DRPS 
issued another strong state-
ment.  “Acts that target, intim-
idate, threaten, or instill fear in 
any individual or group are 
unacceptable and will be thor-
oughly investigated.” 
The timing of the two cases 
has drawn particular attention.   
Two religious communities. 
Two separate alleged inci-
dents. One town. One week. 
Whitby Mayor Elizabeth Roy 
said the developments should 
concern everyone. 
She described the two inci-
dents as disturbing and said 
hatred directed against one 
group ultimately affects the 
wider community. 
Roy met with Durham 
Regional Police officials and 
members of the Hate Crime 
Unit to discuss the cases and 
the work underway to protect 
residents. 
She also pledged to continue 
working with police, religious 
leaders and community repre-
sentatives.  Her message to 
both communities was direct. 
“To our Jewish and Muslim 
friends and neighbours:  
I stand with you. Whitby 
stands with you.” 
Roy warned that hatred cre-
ates fear, damages a commu-
nity’s sense of belonging and 
weakens trust between neigh-
bours. 
She also urged residents to 
report hate when they witness 

it — whether in person or 
online. 
Hate does not always begin 
with physical violence.    
Sometimes it begins with a 
threat. A post.  A message.  
A symbol.  An attempt to intim-
idate someone because of 
their religion, race, culture or 
identity. 
But when those messages 
cause worshippers to ques-
tion whether they are safe 
walking into a synagogue, 
mosque, church or temple, 
the effect becomes very real.  
That is why these two Durham 
cases matter. 
Regardless of what the courts 
ultimately determine, the alle-
gations have already forced 
two religious communities to 
confront the fear created by 
threats and hateful rhetoric. 

No resident should have to 
wonder whether attending a 
place of worship could make 
them a target.  No parent 
should have to question 
whether a religious gathering 
is safe for their children. 
No person should be threat-
ened because of who they are 
or how they worship. 
The justice system will deter-
mine the facts in each criminal 
case.  Those charged remain 
presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty. But the wider 
community also faces a ques-
tion. What happens when 
hatred appears? 
Is it ignored?  Is it dismissed 
as somebody else’s problem? 
Or is it confronted before 
intimidation becomes accept-
ed and accepted hatred 
becomes something worse? 

Police, the mayor and local 
faith leaders have all deliv-
ered essentially the same 
message. 
Report hate.Challenge it. 
Do not normalize it. 
Stand with the people being 
targeted. 
Durham Region is home to 
people from different coun-
tries, cultures, religions and 
backgrounds.  That diversity 
only works when every resi-
dent has the same basic 
expectation:  The right to live, 
gather and worship without 
fear. 
Chief Moreira has drawn the 
line clearly: 
HATE, IN ANY FORM, HAS 

NO PLACE IN DURHAM 
REGION.
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HATE HAS NO PLACE HERE


