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DRPS Presents David J. “Buzz”
Bezzant Memorial Award

From April 12 to 18, 2026, the
Durham Regional Police
Service (DRPS) is recognized
National Public Safety
Telecommunicators Week
(NPSTW), an annual opportuni-
ty to acknowledge the critical
role 9-1-1 Communicators play
in public safety.

DRPS 9-1-1 Communicators
are the first point of contact for
individuals experiencing emer-
gencies. They provide calm and
professional guidance during
moments of crisis, gather critical
information, and support police
officers and emergency respon-
ders during rapidly evolving and
high-risk incidents. Their work is
essential to effective emer-
gency response and community
safety.

National Public Safety
Telecommunicators Week rec-
ognizes the professionalism,
skill, and resilience required of

Kingston Road Bus Rapid Transit construction from

Whitby, Ontario — Durham
Region is advising residents
of upcoming construction for
the second segment of
Durham-Scarborough Bus
Rapid Transit (DSBRT)

along Kingston  Road
(Regional Highway 2) from
Rotherglen Road to approxi-
mately 300 metres west of
Harwood Avenue in the
Town of Ajax.

When: April 20, 2026 to July
2027. Unfavourable weather
conditions may impact the
work schedule.

Where: Lane shifts and lane
restrictions will be in place

communicators who manage
high-pressure situations while
remaining composed, focused,
and compassionate.

As part of the week of recogni-
tion, Chief Peter Moreira pre-
sented the 2026 David J. “Buzz”
Bezzant Memorial Award to
Danielle Inward, a 9-1-1
Communicator with the Service
since 2016. The peer-nominat-
ed award is presented annually
to a 9-1-1 Communicator in
recognition of excellence, out-
standing performance, and
meaningful contributions to pub-
lic safety.

Danielle was nominated by her
colleagues for her exceptional
professionalism, calm under
pressure, and consistent lead-
ership—qualities demonstrated
during multiple high-stress and
critical incidents. Peer nomina-
tions highlighted her ability to
manage rapidly evolving situa-

tions with clarity and compo-
sure, ensuring effective commu-
nication and support for
responding officers and fellow
communicators.

Nominators also emphasized
Danielle’s commitment to team-
work and mentorship within
Communications, describing
her as a trusted colleague, sup-
portive trainer, and steady pres-
ence on the floor.

The award is named in honour
of David J. “Buzz” Bezzant,
whose legacy continues
through the work of communica-
tors who exemplify excellence
in service, professionalism, and
dedication to public safety.

During National Public Safety
Telecommunicators Week,
DRPS recognizes all members
of its Communications unit for
the vital role they play in keep-
ing the community safe and

congratulates Danielle Inward
on being selected as the 2026
recipient of the David J. “Buzz”
Bezzant Memorial Award.
About the David J. “Buzz”
Bezzant Memorial Award

The David J. “Buzz” Bezzant
Memorial Award was created to
honour David James “Buzz”
Bezzant, who worked as a
telecommunicator with Oshawa
Ambulance before joining the
DRPS 9-1-1 Communications
unit in 1981. Known throughout
Durham Region for his calm
and caring voice, Buzz served
his community for more than 34
years and retired from DRPS in
2015. He passed away in 2022
following a brief illness. The
award recognizes 9-1-1
Communicators who demon-
strate outstanding skills and is
presented annually during
National Public Safety
Telecommunicators Week.

Rotherglen Road to west of Harwood Avenue in Ajax

during off-peak times on
Kingston Road from
Rotherglen Road to approxi-
mately 300 metres west of
Harwood Avenue in Ajax.
Beginning fall 2026,
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Kingston Road will be
reduced to one lane in each
direction for longer dura-
tions to facilitate construc-
tion of the new median tran-
sit stop platforms.

Why: To safely construct the

second segment of the
DSBRT line.

Note: This project is partially
funded through the
Investing in Canada
Infrastructure Program
(ICIP).

Bus routes, bus stops, side-
walks and businesses will
remain open for the duration
of construction. For more
information, visit
durham.ca/BRTRotherglenT
oHarwood.

The Region recognizes
there may be potential
impacts during the work.
Durham Region offers an
overview of what business-
es can expect during con-
struction, and some tips on
how to minimize inconven-
ience on your business, at
durham.ca/OpenForBusines
s.

The Region realizes that the
work may be disruptive and
will make every effort to
complete the work as quick-
ly and efficiently as possible.
Drivers are asked to exer-
cise caution for the safety of
pedestrians, cyclists and
work crews.
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